HEBREWS

LESSON ONE – INTRODUCTION
HEBREW EPISTLE
The Hebrew letter is different than any other New Testament book because the writer of Hebrews did not attach his name so we cannot know precisely who wrote this epistle.   When we read the letter it is obvious that it was written to Jews and in particular those who spoke the Hebrew language thus it is given the title Hebrews. As a result of its polished Greek style some have suggested that the epistle was originally written to the Gentiles, but it seems more likely that the original readers were Christians who were Jewish and they were wavering between following Christ and his teaching (New Covenant) versus going back and following the Law of Moses (Old Covenant).  The writer presumes his readers are familiar with the teachings of the Old Testament and warns them about the danger in returning to that inferior covenant.
This letter was written to encourage Jews who were immature, weak in the faith, enduring persecution, because they were in danger of drifting away from their faith in Christ.  Imagine what it was like for those who lived in the vicinity of Jerusalem and how difficult it would be as they would be excluded from much of the family activity and daily social life which was so closely tied to Judaism, the temple and all the rituals of worship in which the Jews participated.  In addition, think of the family pressure that would be applied to this group of Christians.
AUTHOR 
Since in the greeting the author by inspiration of the Holy Spirit did not see fit to include his name there has been great debate among men as to who actually wrote this letter.  One thing we can know with certainty is that we cannot be certain of the author’s identity.  
Evidence supporting Paul as the author:
1. Clement of Rome about 95 A.D.  quoted from it and ascribed it to Paul.  
2. Other evidence in support of Paul as the author is the writer was a friend and companion of Timothy – Heb. 13:23; Phil. 2:19-24.   
3. The writer was in bonds when he wrote – Heb. 10:34.  

4. It was written from Italy (Rome) – Heb. 13:24
5. The writer was very familiar with the Law of Moses and the entire system of Judaism.

6. If Paul is the writer it best explains why his name was not included in the salutation.  The very mention of his name could possibly arouse prejudice among some Jewish brethren.  They possibly would not have even read the epistle if they had seen Paul’s name at the outset.

Several other names are mentioned as possibly being the writer – Apollos, Barnabas, Silas,  and Mark, but the Apostle Paul seems to be the most widely accepted  as the writer of Hebrews.

The matter of ultimate importance is not who wrote this letter; rather it is the internal evidence which stamps this epistle as inspired and rightly belonging to the New Testament.  The doctrine in it does not in anyway conflict with any other New Testament scripture.  There is not the slightest discrepancy between the book of Hebrews and the other canonical books of the New Testament.
DATE – LOCATION
The biggest clue that we have to when the epistle was written lies in the fact that the worship in the temple was still taking place – Heb. 5:1-3, 10:1, 11.  Since there is no reference to the end of Temple worship then the epistle was definitely written before 70 A.D. and the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple area, because when Jerusalem fell with it went Judaism and all it represented. 
Most scholars date the book after 60 A.D.  All we can be sure of in regard to the audience was that it was written to Christians of the Jewish race residing in some definite locality.  The term Hebrews is used to denote those Jews who still spoke the Hebrew language and still in many ways adhered to the Hebrew customs and traditions. The letter was probably written from Rome but it is impossible to determine exactly when.  If we assume that Paul is the author then was it written during the time of his first imprisonment in Rome about 63 A.D.  or was it written a few years later during his second imprisonment, about 66 A.D.   Again we cannot know with certainty.
SUBJECT
The theme of the book of Hebrews summed up in one word would be superiority.

The superiority of Christ:

1. Over the prophets – Heb. 1:1-2

2. Over the angels – Heb. 1:4-14

3. Over Moses – Heb. 3:1-6

4. Over the Levitical priests – Heb. 7:1-28; 10:11-13

5. Over animal sacrifices – Heb. 9:6-14; 10:1-10

The superiority of the New Covenant:

1. Better hope – Heb. 7:19

2. Better covenant – Heb. 7:22
3. Better promises – Heb. 8:6
4. Better sacrifice – Heb. 9:23-28

The superiority of the church:
1. Better system of worship – Heb. 10:1-3

2. Spiritual over physical – Heb. 12:18-24
The author was purposefully driving his point home about superiority as he wrote this epistle so the Hebrews who had become Christians would not fall back into Judaism and once again rely on that inferior covenant!!!
OUTLINE OF HEBREWS
I. Superiority of Christ

A. God has spoken by his Son – Heb. 1:1-3

1. The Son is superior to angels – Heb. 1:4-14

2. Warning to pay attention – Heb. 2:1-4

B. Exaltation through Abasement – 

1. The earth is man’s dominion – Heb. 2:5-8
2. Jesus – angels – Heb. 2:9-18

3. Moses is a servant – Christ is a Son – Heb. 3:1-6

C. Warning against unbelief – Heb. 3:7-19

D. The rest that God has promised – Heb. 4:1-6

II. The Priesthood of Christ 

A. Preeminence and Finality

1. Jesus the great high priest – Heb. 5:1-10

2. Warning against falling away – Heb. 5:11-14

3. Progress toward maturity – Heb. 6:1-2

4. The certainty of God’s promise – Heb. 6:13-20

B. Melchizedek

1. The Priestly order of Melchizedek – Heb. 7:1-10

2. Another priest like Melchizedek – Heb. 7:11-28

3. Mediator of a better covenant – Heb. 8:1-13

4. The earthly and the heavenly sanctuaries – Heb. 9:1-22

C. The sacrifice of Christ

1. The sacrifice of Christ takes away sin – Heb. 9:23-28
2. The sacrifice of Christ once for all – Heb. 10:1-18

III. The Life of Faith

A. The Challenge

1. Call to persevere – Heb. 10:19-39

2. The meaning of faith – Heb. 11:1-3

B. The Examples

1. Abel, Enoch, and Noah – Heb. 11:4-7

2. Faith of Abraham and his family – Heb. 11:8-22

3. Faith of Moses – Heb. 11:23-29

4. The faith of others – Heb. 11:30-40 

5. Jesus – Heb. 12:1-3

C. Exhortations

1. Warnings against rejecting God’s grace – Heb. 12:14-29

2. Service well pleasing to God – Heb. 13:1-19

3. Benediction – Heb. 13:20-21

4. Final Exhortation and greetings – Heb. 13:22-25

TEXT LESSON #1– Hebrews 1:1-3

1:1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS

LESSON # 1 - 1:1-3

The inspired author of this epistle begins with the concept of God which would have been readily accepted by his Jewish audience. The Hebrew author introduces God who from the very beginning desired to have communication with his creation.  To the Jews God was: 

1. Eloheem – “powerful one; of great authority  

2. El Shaddai – “Omnipotent; all sufficient one” 

3. Jehovah – “Self existent one; the being absolute

The bible is clear that God spoke by visions, dreams, and the sending of his messengers (angels).  The writer sums this up by stating he spoke in various times which literally means in many parts and in various ways which included communication to the “Fathers” by the “Prophets” in time past.
God has revealed his scheme for redeeming man in a fragmentary way, in many separate revelations.  God’s revelation was not one continuous utterance but many.  The prophet Isaiah makes this statement about the revelation of God and his will – “precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little there a little” – Isa. 28:10, 13. God’s plan for redeeming man could not be fully revealed until Christ came to earth – lived a perfect life (without sin), died on Calvary, was raised from the tomb, and then ascended to heaven.   
God in effect is revealing himself to us by sending his Son to teach us and to interact with his creation.  The writer makes it clear that God created the universe thru Jesus – John 1:1-2, 14 – and maintains it by the power of his word..  Christ could not be the heir of all things if he was not the Son, thereby proving his deity.  God had told Israel that without the shedding of blood there could be no forgiveness of sin – Lev. 17:11 and Christ is presented by the Hebrew writer as the one who can purge their sins.
The Hebrew writer establishes the fact that Jesus sits at the right hand of the throne (the seat of honor/power) because he reigns over his creation and has provided salvation to all men through the shedding of his blood.  With this knowledge in hand why should the Hebrew audience turn away from him (the better sacrifice) and back to the inferior covenant?
QUESTIONS – LESSON #1

1. Who is the author of the book of Hebrews and when was it written?
2. Who are the recipients of this epistle?

3. Why was it written? 

4. What were the circumstances of those to whom it was written?

5. What is one of the most important subjects that is repeatedly addressed?

6. When, how, and by what means did God speak to the Fathers? Give scriptures to back up your answers. Vs. 1

7. Define prophet – 

8. What are the last days and how has God spoken in this time frame? Vs. 2
9. Who made the world? Give scriptural proof. Vs. 2

10. Why was Jesus able to sit down at the right hand on high and what does this indicate? Vs. 3

TEXT LESSON #2– Hebrews 1:4-2:4
4 having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.  5 For to which of the angels did He ever say: "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You"? And again: "I will be to Him a Father, And He shall be to Me a Son"?  6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him."  7 And of the angels He says: "Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire."  8 But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom.  9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your companions."  10 And: "You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands.  11 They will perish, but You remain; And they will all grow old like a garment;  12 Like a cloak You will fold them up, And they will be changed. But You are the same, And Your years will not fail."  13 But to which of the angels has He ever said: "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool"? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation? 
2:1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS

LESSON # 2 - 1:4 – 2:4



Quickly introduced is the main idea that will be discussed in the remainder of chapter one and throughout chapter two that Christ is superior to angels. This statement of fact needed to be forcefully presented by the author since the Jews as a people held angels in high esteem and had for the most part rejected Christ.  There were many views held in that time in regard to Christ.  Some thought he was just a good man who held to high moral values while others thought he was a prophet of God and then there were those  who utterly rejected him and viewed him as an imposter.
The Jews who had crucified Christ charged him with blasphemy because he claimed to be the son of God (deity).  The Hebrew writer challenges these viewpoints and describes the superiority of Christ to those who are following him.  He begins to present his case by showing the superiority of Christ over angels by pointing out it is the angels who worship Christ, not the other way around. 

The writer wants his Jewish audience to be careful and not drift away from the salvation that is provided only in Christ.  The author warns them to not neglect this great salvation!!!
These Christians were in danger of drifting and neglecting their salvation because they were putting the Law of Moses before the gospel.  The lesson for us today is that if we put something before the gospel we too will begin to drift away slowly until we one day find ourselves separated from Christ.
The writer wants the Jews to understand and to come to the proper conclusions.   If Christ is superior to angels in regard to his origin and authority, then the gospel of Christ (new covenant) is superior to the words of angels spoken in the old covenant.  
The warning for the Hebrews and for us today is to give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard (gospel).  God speaks to us today thru his Son. Are we listening and obeying or drifting and neglecting?

QUESTIONS – LESSON #2

1. What are the proofs given by the Hebrew writer in our text that Jesus is better than the angels?   List them.
2. What is the relationship with Christ to his Father?  Why is this important? Vs. 5-6
3. What is the relationship of the angels to God?  Why is this important? Vs. 6-7
4. What is involved in the work of angels? Vs. 6-7,14

5. What is the scepter of Christ kingdom? Vs. 8

6. Who created the heavens and earth and what will happen to them? Vs. 10-11 Can you prove this by other scriptures?

7. What is meant by the expression,”giving the more earnest heed”?  What should our attitude be toward the things we have heard? 2:1
8. What was the word spoken through angels?   What happened to those who disobeyed the word spoken through angels? 2:2

9. What will be our outcome today if we do not obey the word spoken to us thru the Son of God? 2:3

10. How did God bear witness that the word spoken (about the great salvation) by the apostles was true? 2:4 

TEXT LESSON #3– Hebrews 2:5-18

5 For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels. 6 But one testified in a certain place, saying: "What is man that You are mindful of him, Or the son of man that You take care of him?  7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honor, And set him over the works of Your hands.  8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet." For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under him. 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying: "I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You."  13 And again: "I will put My trust in Him." And again: "Here am I and the children whom God has given Me."  

14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted. 

COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON # 3 - 2:5-18 
The Hebrew writer initially introduces the theme of the superiority of Christ.  We are told in verse 5 the world is subject to Christ not angels. Christ is the one who has been crowned with honor and glory.  It seems the Hebrew writer is anticipating an objection from his readers. Why did Christ the Son of God become man if he is better than angels?  The answer is that the original dominion of the earth by man was lost thru sin, but now through Christ, the dominion over sin is restored.  Sin does not have to have dominion over us because of Christ sacrifice.  Rule of this world and the world to come belongs to Christ not angels.
In Christ we can we now have a faithful and merciful high priest because he was perfected through suffering. The suffering of Christ made him a more understanding redeemer since he was tempted just like we are and as a result he can understand the problems we face in regard to suffering and temptation.  We now have a high priest who can comfort the sorrowful, tempted, and dying.   So we can bring our problems to him and know that Jesus understands our situation.  We can have confidence that Jesus our high priest understands us.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #3

1. How has God been mindful of man? 2:5-8 Compare man and angels.
2. Why was Christ made a little lower than the angels? 2:9

3. Who is the author of salvation? How Christ was made perfect? 2:10

4. Who does Christ recognize as brethren? 2:11

5. What did the death of Christ accomplish? 2:14-15

6. To whom does Christ give aid? 2:16

7. What kind of high priest is Jesus? 2:17-18

TEXT LESSON #4– Hebrews 3:1-19

3:1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. 3 For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God. 5 And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. 

7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you will hear His voice,  8 Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion ,In the day of trial in the wilderness,  9 Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, And saw My works forty years.  10 Therefore I was angry with that generation, And said, 'They always go stray in their heart, And they have not known My ways.'  11 So I swore in My wrath, 'They shall not enter My rest.' "  

12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, 15 while it is said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion."  

16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 

19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 

COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON # 4- 3:1-19 

The Hebrew writer now introduces a subject that would possibly shock some Jews.  The Jews thought no one was greater than Moses.  After all God had given Moses the two tablets of stone which contained the Ten Commandments.   It is one thing to state that Jesus is greater than angels (as the writer did in chapter 1-2) but to state he is also superior to Moses could meet with some disagreement.
Christ is referred to as the Apostle which literally means “one sent forth.”  He had been sent from heaven to live among men to become the perfect sacrifice for all men.   

Christ is also referred to as the High Priest.  The purpose of the writer bringing forth these references is to show the superiority of Christ over Moses.  Christ fills more roles than Moses and also fills them better than Moses

When the old covenant was given at Mt. Sinai, a provision was made for Aaron to serve as high priest in mediating between God and man.  After his death his descendants succeeded him in office.  The writer of Hebrews points out several weaknesses in the Aaronic priesthood which are corrected in the new covenant under the priesthood of Christ.
The significance of the priesthood is the major thrust of the rest of this epistle.  The people of God rejected Moses and as a result they rejected God because they allowed their hearts to be hardened and were disobedient.  We as Christians are warned to not allow our hearts to be hardened. We must remember that those who were rebellious died in the wilderness and did not get to enter the Promised Land.  The writer of Hebrews is trying to convince the readers to not make the same mistake. Warnings against falling away are one of the recurring themes in the letter to the Hebrews.  We need to be sure today that we do not harden our heart and fall away from the living God and make the same mistake that children of God have made in the past.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #4

1. What is the heavenly calling of which we partake?

2. How is Christ described? 3:1
3. How are Moses and Christ similar?  How are they different? Who is superior? 3:2-6
4. Why did the Israelites rebel.  What were the consequences? 3:7-11

5. What warning is given to those who received this epistle and us today?  3:12
6. How do we become hardened to sin? 3:13

7. How do we prevent apostasy? 3:13-15

8. What happened to the Israelites who rebelled against God on their way to the Promised Land? 

9. What is the result of “unbelief?”

TEXT LESSON #5– Hebrews 4:1-11

4:1 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it. 2 For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it. 3 For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: "So I swore in My wrath, They shall not enter My rest," although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: "And God rested on the seventh day from all His works"; 5 and again in this place: "They shall not enter My rest."  6 Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience, 7 again He designates a certain day, saying in David, "Today," after such a long time, as it has been said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts."  

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 10 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His. 

11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON # 5- 4:1-11

The first part of this chapter is connecting the preceding statements.  In view of what took place with the people of God in the wilderness the Hebrews are told to fear lest they fall away.  It is obvious the Hebrews promise of rest was in jeopardy so the writer tells them to fear, to take heed, and beware.  These Christians who are Jews are being warned to not suffer the same fate as the Israelites when they did not enter their rest because of their unbelief. 

When the children of Israel eventually entered the land of Canaan it was considered their rest.  The rest of God for the Israelites was the land of Canaan, but what rest is the writer alluding to for the Hebrews.  The real rest that awaits God’s people today who are faithful and obedient is heaven itself.  Some will be refused entrance into this rest based on their unbelief just as was the case with the Israelites not being allowed access into Canaan.  
The writer urges his readers and he also exhorts us to give diligence to enter this rest that is provided as a result of Jesus being superior to angels and Moses.  The rest for Christians is a heavenly eternal rest!  Are we being diligent to enter that rest provided for us?
QUESTIONS – LESSON #5

1. What do we need to fear? 4:1
2. What did the Israelites have preached to them? Why did it not profit them? 4:2

3. Who will enter the rest of God? 4:3

4. What does the word “Sabbath” mean?   What is the significance of its usage by the Hebrew writer? 4:4 
5. Why did Israel fail to enter the rest of God? 4:6

6. Is anything required on our part to enter this rest? 4:11

7. Can we fall?  How does this verse contrast the doctrine of “once saved always saved?”  4:11

8. What example does Israel serve for us today?  Explain your answer. 4:11
TEXT LESSON #6– Hebrews 4:12-16

4:12- For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON # 6- 4:12-16

The writer now informs his audience of the power of the word of God.   He makes the point to them and us that the word of God is living, it is active, it is powerful.  Since God’s word is living it was applicable to his readers and it is just as applicable and meaningful to our lives today!  It is not a dead law but one that can actually live in the hearts and lives of men today just as it did over 2000 years ago.

The readers might have asked the question how is this word so powerful.  The power of the word lies in its ability to change the live of those who hear it and obey it as a result of their faith. This same word of God can change the lives of men and women today that are willing to have an obedient faith. 
The Hebrew writer is trying to get his readers to discern the nature of God and his word.  All things are open to God there is nothing that is hidden!

As this chapter closes the author reminds the Hebrews that they have a great high priest in Jesus. He is great high priest because he can understand what it is like to be tempted.  He can mediate for them with a feeling of sympathy because he has been in their shoes.  The Hebrew writer exhorts them to take advantage of this high priest and come boldly to the throne of mercy and grace when they are in a time of need.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #6

1. How is the word of God described by the Hebrew writer?  What does that mean? 4:12

2. Can we deceive God? Explain 4:13
3. What does it mean to “hold fast to our profession?”  Why should we hold fast our profession? 4:14

4. Who is our high priest?  How does he differ from the Aaronic or Levitical priesthood? 4:14

5. How has Jesus been tempted? How does this benefit us? Give scriptures to prove the Savior was sinless.  4:15

6. Since Jesus serves as high priest for Christians what does this allow us to do?  4:16
TEXT LESSON #7– Hebrews 5:1-10

For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is also beset by weakness. 3 Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for himself, to offer sacrifices for sins. 4 And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron was. 

5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him: "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You."  

6 As He also says in another place: "You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek";  

7 who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 10 called by God as High Priest "according to the order of Melchizedek,"

COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON # 7- 5:1-10

The Hebrew writer has shown Christ to be superior to the prophets and the angels who spoke the law as well as Moses who was a faithful servant in God’s house.  The author now begins to show how Christ is also superior as a priest, even superior to the high priest, Aaron.
The Hebrews, to whom this epistle was written, fully comprehended this comparison between the high priesthood of Christ and the Levitical priesthood.  They understood the importance of the high priest position in regard to the Jewish rites and orders.  They knew the role of the high priest and the sacrifices he offered once a year for his sins and the sins of the people.
In comparison, Christ is perfect because he never sinned rather he was perfected thru the suffering he endured as a result of his coming to earth as a man. Since he is perfect he does not have to offer sacrifices for himself as earthly priests did.  Christ is also superior to the high priest in that he never succumbed to temptation and is without sin.
Christ is also superior in regard to his calling.  No priests could take it upon himself to decide he wanted to be a priest, but rather he had to meet the qualifications given and required by the Law of Moses concerning the priesthood being from the descendants of Aaron – the tribe of Levi.  The office was not open to anyone who might decide they wanted to serve as a priest.  
Just as they had to meet the strict requirements of the Law to be called to the priesthoods Christ was called to be a priest by God in a special way. God called Christ as his Son – vs. 5 and as a priest - vs. 6.  The Hebrew writer makes the point that Christ was not called to just any priesthood but rather he was called to be a priest after the order of Melchisedek.  The Hebrew writer refers to Christ as our high priest eleven time in this epistle.
Since Christ is superior to the priesthood of the Law of Moses, the writer once again emphasizes the need to obey him. Christ is the author of eternal salvation to all who obey him so the writer of this epistle does not want the Hebrews to drift back to the inferior covenant and priesthood of the old covenant. Instead he is urging them to faithfully follow their new high priest – Jesus.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #7

1. What is the function of the high priest? 5:1
2. What was the priest to exhibit? Why? 5:2

3. The priest offers sacrifices for whom? 5:3

4. How did man become a high priest under the Moses? 5:4

5. How did Jesus become a high priest? 5:5
6. Of which order is Christ a priest? 5:6

7. Who offered up prayers and supplications? Give examples 5:7

8. How did Christ learn obedience? 5:8
9. How was Jesus perfected and what did this allow him to become? 5:9

10. Who called Jesus to this position as high priest? 5:10
TEXT LESSON #8– Hebrews 5:11 – 6:8

11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 

12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

6:1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame. 7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 8 but if it bears thorns and briars, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON # 8- 5:11 – 6:8

When we experience the birth of a newborn infant in our family it is a joyous occasion and results in rejoicing by those who are part of that family.  But if this baby has problems in regard to their physical growth this joy turns to sadness and concern.   The very same principles apply to us in a spiritual sense.  If one is born into the spiritual family of God there is much rejoicing, but if that spiritual babe in Christ fails to develop and falls into spiritual stagnation this is a pathetic situation. 
 The writer is explaining why the Hebrew Christians are having difficulty understanding the nature of Christ’s priesthood.  Why were they at a point where they could not understand this topic?   The Hebrew writer gives us three simple answers to this pertinent question.  The first reason these Christians had become “dull of hearing.”  If we stop listening we stop learning.  If we stop learning we interrupt our spiritual growth.  If our spiritual growth is interrupted then we cannot get to the point where we will be able to teach others.   This is the very reason the author states they need to go back to the first principles.   By reason of time they should have been ready to teach but apparently they had viewed being a Christian as a spectator sport and they were viewing everything from the sidelines.  Christians are expected to grow to the point where they can teach – not necessarily in a public capacity before a large audience but this does not remove the fact the writer states they should be able to teach in some way.
The second reason they were experiencing problems in regard to their spiritual development is that they were unskillful in the word of righteousness. Time had passed and they have not used it wisely to come to a better understanding of the will of God.  We will not grow if we do not pick up our bibles and study – 2 Tim. 2:15; Acts 17:11.
Sometimes our spiritual growth is stifled by our own attitudes toward the word of God.  The downfall of many Christians comes about as the result of improper attitudes toward the word of God.  Many think it is just too difficult to understand - Eph. 3:4.  When we close our mind and our bible then we are on the road that leads to spiritual death.

The last reason given by the Hebrew writer for the lack of their spiritual development was they had not exercised their mind to be able to discern between good and evil.  If we desire to be a mature Christian instead of a shallow minded one then we must use our senses to discern good from evil
The author has just finished discussing the importance of reaching maturity in Christ so as he begins this section of his epistle he exhorts the readers to leave the elementary principles of Christ and go on unto perfection.   Not perfection in the absolute sense that we will be sinless, but rather that we should be striving to reach completeness or maturity in our faith.
Why is the author going to such great links to insure his readers understand the importance of spiritual growth?  Because, if they do not continue to make spiritual progress they are likely to fall away as a result of their lack of concern and diligence. The writer then discusses the impossibility of restoring one who reaches this point and will no longer consider repenting.  What makes it impossible for one to repent in this condition is that they refuse to accept the forgiveness of God on his terms.  The failure is not due to God being unwilling to forgive them, but that they reject the wisdom of God revealed in his word. They have willingly turned their hearts against the Lord.  God would permit them to return but because of the hardness of their heart they do not seek to do so.
The book of Hebrews clearly refutes the doctrine of “once saved always saved.” If we fail to grow and allow our hearts to become cold and indifferent then we too can fall away and lose our soul.  How do we prevent this from happening?  We must cultivate our hearts so God’s word like rain can bring blessings into our lives and produce good fruit.  If we allow our heart to become spiritually stagnant, this will lead to unbelief, and eventually this leads to spiritual death and destruction.  We could suffer no greater loss in this life than to fall away from Christ and reject his love and grace.  
QUESTIONS – LESSON #8

1. Why could the Hebrew Christians not understand the priesthood of Christ as it relates to Melchizedek? 5:11

2. Why should they have been teachers?   Why were they not teachers, yet? What about us?  5:12-13

3. How can a person learn to discern between good and evil? What does the Hebrew writer call those who are able to discern good from evil? 5:14

4. Name the first principles and define each one. – 6:1-2

5. Name the five attributes of the man who falls away. – 6:4-6

6. What do such apostates do to Christ? 6:6

7. What is impossible for such people to do? 6:6
8. What metaphor from agriculture does the writer use to illustrate the principles under consideration?   What warning is contained for us in these verses? 6:7-8
TEXT LESSON #9– Hebrews 6:9-20

But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner. 10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 14 saying, "Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you."  15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute. 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #9- 6:9-20

The Hebrew writer in this epistle so far has been pretty straightforward and direct in his warnings. However, in this section the tone changes and the writer acknowledges some things the Hebrew Christians were doing correctly. He states these things to encourage his readers.  This example provides a good model for us today.  We need to remember that when rebuking someone it is necessary that we need to also note some good things they do.  The writer acknowledges that they had been good in regard to their care and service toward one another as saints.  Since they had been able to minister to one another the writer expresses confidence that they will not fall away from Christ but will continue to show due diligence in their service to Christ and for one another.  The author exhorts them to be diligent to the “full assurance of their hope.”
Beginning in verse 13 the author gives them the example of Abraham as a reason to maintain hope.  We remember during the life of Abraham God made a threefold promise to Abraham – Gen. 12:1-3.  Abraham could have doubted the possibility because he was already 75 years old and childless when the promise was given.  Abraham trusted God and that the promises he made were reliable, even though Isaac was not born until 25 years later.  Abraham had reason to believe God because when he promised these things to him God confirmed them with an oath – Gen. 22:16-18.
What lesson is the author trying to get his Hebrew audience to understand? He desires for them to know assuredly they can trust the promises of God because of two immutable things: 1.) It is impossible for God to lie – Titus 2:1 and, 2.) He confirmed his promise with an oath and God cannot deny himself – 2 Tim. 2:13.
These promises of God should be of great comfort to the Hebrew Christians and grant hope to us also.

Hope serves as the refuge for every Christians who has ever lived.  Hope is what anchors us when we face difficulties, trials, tribulations and temptations just as an anchor provides stability and holds the boat in place even when the tempest rages.  Hope gives us the strength to resist temptation, it gives us courage to persevere in times of trouble, and it provides joy and peace.

The inspired writer of Hebrews was trying to get his readers to see the example of Abraham and strive to be like him.  Abraham did not stagger at the promise of God through unbelief and the author’s desire was that these Hebrew Christians would not falter and lose their faith in Christ.  He is encouraging them to be faithful to their new high priest – Jesus.  This is an exhortation that should also prompt us to hang on to our hope and endure to the end.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #9

1. Although the writer has written to them sternly what does he actually believe concerning the future of his readers? 6:9

2. What qualities had they manifested in their lives that indicated they would not fall away from Christ? 6:10

3. How are hope and perseverance connected? 6:11

4. What are two attributes that we must have to inherit the promises? 6:12

5. Who does the writer introduce as an example of faith and patience? Discuss the promise made to him. 6:13-14
6. Upon what was the hope of receiving the promise based? 6:13-15

7. What is the significance of God making an oath? 6:16-18

8. What purpose does hope serve in the life of a Christian? 6:18-19
9. Who is our forerunner? 6:20

10. How did he become our forerunner? 6:20

TEXT LESSON #10 – Hebrews 7:1-17

1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated "king of righteousness," and then also king of Salem, meaning "king of peace," 3 without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually. 4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. 5 And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham; 6 but he whose genealogy is not derived from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. 8 Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. 9 Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. 

11 Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron? 12 For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. 13 For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has officiated at the altar. 

14 For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest 16 who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly commandment, but according to the power of an endless life. 17 For He testifies: "You are a priest forever 

According to the order of Melchizedek."  

COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #10 - 7:1-17

The Hebrew writer now begins to discuss the priesthood of Melchizedek in more detail, since he had only mentioned him in chapters 5-6.  Some things we need to note about Melchizedek are that he is spoken of as a priest as well as the king of Salem (Jerusalem).  His name means righteousness and Salem means peace. Christ like Melchizedek is both high priest and king – Zech. 6:12-13, and he reigns on the throne of David as the “prince of peace” – Isa.9:6-7.
We are told that he was without father, without mother, without genealogy.  This is not literally true but signifies that Melchizedek was not a priest by birthright as were the Levitcal priests.  Under the Law of Moses men became priests because of the family they were born into – Exodus 28:1; Num. 17:1-13.  We see from the law they must have been the sons of Aaron and born into the tribe of Levi in order to serve God in this capacity as a priest. Jesus was not of the tribe of Levi and since he is a priest after the order of Melchizedek the writer is trying to get his audience to understand he was chosen by God to mediate as priest between God and man.  

What are some reasons he gives to prove this point that the priesthood of Melchizedek is superior to that of Aaron and the Levites?  First of all, Melchizedek was such a great high priest that even Abraham offered tithes to him. Since the Levites are direct descendants of Abraham, and Abraham recognized the superiority of Melchizedek by paying tithes then in a sense the Levites paid tithes to Melchizedek recognizing the superiority of his priesthood. Melchizedek is superior to Abraham and Christ is a high priest like Melchizedek so Christ is superior to the priesthood under the old law because those priests are the descendants of Abraham. Abraham was blessed by Melchizedek and we know that when it comes to blessings they always flow from the greater to the lesser.  I.E. - We receive all our spiritual blessings thru Christ.  The less is blessed by the greater.
Another reason the priesthood of Christ is superior to the Aaronic-Levitical priesthood is that the priests under the Law of Moses were not perfect and therefore they could not make the people it served perfect.  Under the Old Covenant there was a reminder of sins year after year and a continual offering of sacrifices. If there could have been perfection under the law then there would have been no need to establish this better priesthood with better promise and better blood under Christ. 
The change in the priesthood indicates to us there has been a change in the law, because Christ could not have been a high priest under the Old Law because he was born of the tribe of Judah and no priests of God came from that tribe according to the instructions in the Old Law.  We must be careful to remember that Jesus fulfilled the law he did not destroy it.  By his perfect keeping of the law he was able to bring about a change for the better – Heb. 8:6-8.  
The New Covenant under it high priest and king (Jesus) provides hope for an endless life.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #10

1. Who was Melchizedek? Gen. 14:11-20  Where did he meet Abraham?

2. What did Melchizedek do to Abraham and what does this indicate? 7:1-2

3. What do we know about the lineage of Melchizedek? 7:3

4. What did Abraham do to Melchizedek and what does this indicate? 7:4

5. What infers that Melchizedek was greater than Levi? 7:5-10
6. What shows the imperfections of the Levitical priesthood? 7:11

7. What does a change in priesthood necessitate? 7:12

8. Out of which tribe did Christ come and why is this important? 7:13-14

9. How does Jesus differ from the Levitical priests? 7:15-17

TEXT LESSON #11 – Hebrews 7:18-28

18 For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment because of its weakness and unprofitableness, 19 for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God. 

20 And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an oath 21(for they have become priests without an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said to Him:

"The LORD has sworn 

And will not relent,

'You are a priest forever 

According to the order of Melchizedek' "),

22 by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant. 23 Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 26 For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens; 27 who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people's, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever.

COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #11 - 7:18-28

The writer of Hebrews has made it clear that Jesus is a priest after the order of Melchizedek which is superior to the lineage of priests established through Aaron and the tribe of Levi.  This new and better priesthood was absolutely essential because the old priesthood and law could not bring about perfection for the people.  Even though the Hebrew author describes the Old Law as weak and unprofitable it was not because God designed a flawed system but rather that it was designed by God not to perfect the people but rather to point the people toward the Messiah.  We must remember the inspired words of Paul to the churches of Galatia that the law was their tutor or schoolmaster to point them to Christ – Gal. 3:24
The Old Law brought about knowledge of sin, but the new law under the priesthood of Christ offers better things.  What does the priesthood of Christ actually mean to those who are being addressed and to us today?  Under the priesthood of Christ and by reason of his death on the cross those who believe and obey are provide better benefits. The priesthood of Christ brought about a better hope.  It is better because it allows us to draw near to God.  This better hope is based on the better sacrifice offered by Christ our high priest.

The priesthood of Christ also brought about the guarantee of a better covenant.  The priesthood under the Old Law was determined by lineage but the priesthood of Christ is surer because it was established with an oath from God – Psalm 110.   Since the priesthood of Christ was established in this way he became a surety or guarantee of a better covenant.
Another aspect of why the priesthood of Jesus is superior to the Levitical priesthood is simply because the priests under the Law of Moses had to be replaced from generation to generation because of death, whereas Christ continues to reign and rule as our high priest because of his eternal nature.   Christ lives forever to intercede and intervene for us.  Christ pleads our case before God in heaven and since he is eternal he will always be there for us and continually serve as our high priest.
Jesus is also a better high priest because he is able to save to the uttermost. The salvation provided by the death of Christ is able to save all men – Mark 16:15-16. Jesus desires for all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.   To those who are willing to obey him he becomes the author (captain, leader) of their salvation and provides for our every spiritual need. Jesus continues to make intercession for us – Romans 8:34 – and there is no limit to his love for us.
The inspired writer ends this section with the final reason the priesthood of Christ is superior to that of the Levitical priest. The Levitical priests needed to offer sacrifices day by day for themselves and for the people because of their sins.  This stands in stark contrast to Christ who was without sin and offered his body as a sinless offering one time for all time on the cross at Calvary.  Jesus is described as sinless, holy, harmless and undefiled.  This one time sacrifice of Christ is able to perfect us because he has been perfected forever.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #11

1. When the writer talks about the annulling, weakness or unprofitability of the former commandments does this mean that God gave man a set of useless laws or created something less than perfect? 7:18
2. What was the actual purpose of the Old Covenant?  Did it serve that purpose? 7:19

3. Why did they now have a better hope and what does it allow them and us to do? 7:19
4. What proof is offered to show the priesthood of Christ is better than the Levitical priesthood? 7:20-21

5. In what sense is Jesus the surety of a better covenant? 7:22

6. How does the priesthood of Christ differ from the Levitical priesthood as it relates to change? 7:23-24
7. Who can Jesus save?  What does he do for the saved? 7:25
8. Describe our high priest – Jesus. Did any of the earthly priests meet these qualifications? 7:26

9. How do the sacrifices offered by the Levitical priests differ from Jesus and his sacrifice? 7:27
10. How was Jesus appointed as our high priest?  Why is this significant? 7:28

TEXT LESSON #12 – Hebrews 8:1-6

1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."  6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #12 - 8:1-6

The Hebrew writer has already stated that the priesthood of Christ is superior to the Levitical priesthood, but now we are going to be told why this is significant. The inspired writer starts this section with the phrase “this is the main point” of what he is now discussing that Jesus is the perfect high priest that has been described so far in his address to the Hebrews.  He states this fact again for clarity and emphasis that Jesus is the perfect high priest and he is now seated at the right hand of God.  Why did the author go into so much detail to establish the fact that Christ is a priest after the order of Melchizedek?  To miss this main point is to miss the argument being made by the inspired writer to the Hebrews.  Christ is now priest and king since he sits at the right hand of the throne of God which is the place of supreme power.  This statement proves that he is now reigning as king which pokes a whole in the theory of premillennialists who say Christ is not now on the throne but will come again to earth and reign from a literal throne in the city of Jerusalem for a 1000 years.
Christ now reigns and ministers (serves the needs of man) from the true sanctuary and tabernacle which is in heaven and is the workmanship of God.  Whereas under Moses and the law the one built was a mere pattern of the true tabernacle and was erected by human hands.

As our high priest Christ must serve since this is the function of priests.  Priests were appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices so Christ is our high priest because he has something to offer to God on our behalf.  Something that is better than anything ever offered by the Levitical priest which will be discussed later.
The author addresses again the superiority of the priesthood of Christ by emphasizing the heavenly nature of Christ’s ministry.  Christ could not serve as a priest on earth or he would have been in open violation of the law of God.  Rather Christ offers his gifts and sacrifices from the true tabernacle in heaven which is the substance of those things foreshadowed by the Levitical priests.  The author is making the point very clear to his audience that Christ is a priest over better things.
The Hebrew writer now begins a summary of this section as well as an introduction to the next.  He affirms that Christ has obtained a more excellent ministry.  It is more excellent because it is heavenly compared to the earthly ministry of human priests. It is also made known to his audience that the covenant of Christ is superior because it is built on better promises.  The promises of both covenants were given by God so we need to exercise caution when we define the word “better”.  Again we need to be reminded that the promises of the old covenant were often times shadows of the true substance that would be revealed under the new and better covenant of Christ.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #12

1. Where is our high priest seated?  List other scripture which affirm this point.   Why is this important in view of what of premillennialists teach? 8:1

2. What is the true tabernacle and who built it? 8:2

3. What is the duty of priests?  Did Christ offer something for us? Explain 8:3

4. Why would Christ not be a priest if he were on earth? What problem does this present premillennialist? 8:4
5. What serves as the copy or shadow of heavenly things? 8:5

6. Is there any importance to be placed on the phrase “according to the pattern”? 8:5

7. In comparison what is said about the ministry of Christ versus Moses? 
8. In what ways is the ministry of Christ superior to Moses?
TEXT LESSON #13 – Hebrews 8:7-13

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. 8 Because finding fault with them, He says: "Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah--  9 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the LORD.  10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  11 None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them.  12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more."  

13 In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #13 - 8:7-13

A subject that has caused much confusion in the religious world today is the difference between the Old and New Testaments.  The Hebrew writer in this section begins to explain these differences. The New covenant was necessary due to the inadequacy of the first covenant or the Law of Moses.  It was not inadequate or flawed as if God had given them an imperfect law, but was only imperfect in the sense of man trying to keep this covenant.  It served it purpose perfectly in that it pointed out the sinfulness of man and also as a tutor to lead us to Christ – The Messiah who was spoken of in the law, by the prophets. 
In the first century church Judaizing teachers tried to impose the regulations of the Law of Moses on Gentile Christians.  Also at this time Hebrew Christians were being tempted to return to the Mosaic system therefore the writer sets out to clearly make a distinction between the first and second covenants.  He desires for his audience to understand that Jesus Christ is not only our high priest but he has also given us a new and better covenant established on better promises because of the better blood that was shed which could take away sin.  The old covenant was given by God and served its purpose but it could not accomplish what the new covenant affords us – the forgiveness of sins.
This in no way means the Old Testament is useless and should be disregarded.  On the contrary the Old covenant is a revelation from God which is perfect and was designed to bring all men to Christ.  It still serves today as an example of how God dealt with his people (Israel) and so we can see how he will deal with his people (Christians) today.  The things given to us in the Old covenant are for our learning and the building of our faith.
The writer explains the new law will be different from the old in that it will be written on the hearts of men which indicates the personal nature of the new vs. the national character of the old as it was designed specifically for the nation of Israel.  Under the new system, grace and mercy are provided and presided over by Christ. 

QUESTIONS – LESSON #13

1. What is a covenant?

2. How do we know the first covenant had fault? In what ways did the first covenant have “fault”? In whom did God find fault? 8:7-8
3. In what ways did the old covenant perfectly serve its purpose? 
4. Hebrews 8:8-12 is a quotation from what scripture?  What is the purpose of this quotation by the inspired writer?

5. How did Israel react to the covenant given to them by God?   How do we react today to the covenant given to us by Christ 8:9
6. In contrasting the characteristics of the old and new covenants where will God’s laws be written? 8:10
7. What will be the relationship between God and those who obey? 8:10
8. Why would it not be necessary to teach every man to know the Lord? 8:11

9. In regard to sin what is available in the new covenant that was not available in the old? 8:12

10. How is the life of the old covenant described? 8:13
TEXT LESSON #14 – Hebrews 9:1-10

1 Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly sanctuary. 2 For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is called the sanctuary; 3 and behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, 4 which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; 5 and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 

6 Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle, performing the services. 7 But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the people's sins committed in ignorance; 8 the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing. 9 It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the conscience-- 10 concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #14 - 9:1-10

The inspired writer of Hebrews has made it quite evident that Christ presides over a superior covenant and now moves on to show how Christ also resides over a superior sanctuary.  This would be important to his audience to show to them the temple services performed in Jerusalem were no longer significant since Christ has ushered in a new and superior covenant.  The writer gives them a brief description of the earthly tabernacle and its contents in verses 1-5.  These descriptions are not as detailed as those found in the Old Testament – EX. 25; 40. There is some difficulty in verse 4 because it seems to place the altar of incense inside the holy of holies.  The proper understanding is that it belonged to the holy of holies.  This is true in that the altar was to be placed immediately in front of the veil and the incense offered upon it was to be offered to God.   The altar is spoken of as being near by (related, belonging to) the sanctuary.
The writer then moves on in verses 6-10 to describe the daily duties the Levitical priests dealt with in the first part of the sanctuary as they ministered to the people. The special place in the holy of holies was only entered once a year by the high priest as he offered a blood sacrifice first for himself and then for the sins of the people.  These things served as a foreshadowing of the better arrangement which would come under Christ and his priesthood.  Prior to this the holy of holies was blocked by the altar of incense before coming in the presence of God.  This represents that as long as the tabernacle stood that men would not have access directly to the presence of God.  The priesthood of Christ changed all of this so that we are now able at any time to approach the presence of God since Christ our high priest dwells in his presence continually as he sits at his right hand.  We can only approach the presence of God because the sacrifice of Christ makes us clean (we have the forgiveness of sins) to do so.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #14

1. What did the first covenant provide? 9:1
2. Into how many parts was the tabernacle divided? What were they called? 9:2-3

3. What was placed in the first part? 9:2, EX. 25, 40

4. What was placed in the second part? 9:3-5

5. Who went into the first part? How often? 9:6

6. Who went into the second part? How often? What did they do? 9:7

7. What was “this signifying” by the Holy Spirit? 9:8   How was this exemplified?  MATT. 27:50-54
8. What does the old law, its tabernacle and its services symbolize? 9:9-10
TEXT LESSON #15 – Hebrews 9:11-17

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

16 For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 17 For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives.
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #15 - 9:11-17

In this section the Hebrew writer begins to describe the more perfect tabernacle not made with hands.  Christ has entered the true inner sanctuary of heaven and sits at the right hand of God as our high priest.  Since Christ presides directly before the presence of God in heaven we are now able at any time to approach the presence of God through him.  This is the main reason his priesthood is superior to that of the Old Law.

The author now begins to discuss the superiority of the sacrifice of Christ compared to the blood of bulls and goats.  Christ did not need to offer daily sacrifices as the Levitical priests, but made his sacrifice one time for all time.  If the blood of animals with all their imperfections offered up in a copy of the heavenly places was acceptable for the sin offerings under the Old Law, how much greater do you suppose the blood of the sinless Son of God would be when it is offered up in the heavenly places?   The question of course is rhetorical as it is obvious the gift of Christ is immeasurably better.  Not only is the gift better but where it has been offered is also better. 

The inspired writer now begins to discuss the forgiveness of sins through Christ even going back to the Old Covenant.  This probably would have been an area of concern for the Hebrew Christians who likely would have questions forming in their minds in regard to the Old Covenant.  If the old sacrifices and the old tabernacle were merely copies of the things to come, then how could all the faithful in the nation of Israel have received their reward (heaven)?  They would also question how anyone before the life of Christ could have received salvation.  The writer is trying to assure them the sacrifice of Christ is so perfect, that it has the power to provide forgiveness to everyone who is to come, it is also able to reach back and redeem the sins of those who lived before them.  How much better is the blood of Christ? The blood of Christ is so superior that the sins of the entire past, present, and future rests on the efficacy of the blood that he shed at Calvary.  It is only through the shedding of this blood that we all have redemption – EPH. 1:7.

The inspired writer now gives the explanation why the death of Christ was necessary.   The gospel which is in effect the last will and testament of Christ could never have been put into effect without the death of Christ. The author confirms that even the covenant under the Old Testament was dedicated with the blood of animal sacrifices.  The death of a testator is necessary for a will to become valid while the testator lives the testament is nothing but a legal document which may be changed or rewritten, but when the testator dies the words cannot be changed.  Since Christ is the heir of all things – HEB. 1:2 thru his death we become joint heirs with him – ROM. 8:17 and receive an eternal reward.

QUESTIONS – LESSON #15

1. With what sacrifice did Christ enter the heavenly tabernacle? How does this tabernacle differ from the earthly tabernacle under the Law of Moses?  9:11-12

2. What kind of blood was offered under the Old Law? Under the new? 9:12-13

3. What did the sacrifice of Christ obtain for us? 9:12

4. What does the sacrifice of Christ have to do with our conscience? 9:14

5. What did Christ become as a result of his death? 9:15

6. What did the death of Christ provide for those under the first covenant?  9:15

7. When is a testament (covenant) in force? Why is this necessary? 9:16-17
TEXT LESSON #16 – Hebrews 9:18-28

18 Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood. 19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded you."  21 Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry. 22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission. 

23 Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another-- 26 He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #16 - 9:18-28

In this section the Hebrew writer continues to emphasize the importance of blood.   The word “blood” appears 12 times in the ninth chapter of Hebrews alone.  Blood is obviously important to God as the author refers back to the Old Testament to show the first covenant was ratified with blood and the shedding of blood played an important part in dedicating this first covenant – EX. 24:1-8.
Aaron and his sons were also consecrated by blood – LEV. 8:30. The Law of Moses required blood sacrifices as an atonement for their sins. God’s law established death as the penalty for sin and without the shedding of blood there can be no forgiveness of sins.
The sacrifices and the shedding of blood under the Old covenant foreshadowed the sacrifice of Christ and the shedding of his blood. The blood of animals purified the flesh but the blood of Christ would deliver man from sin because he provided the perfect blood sacrifice.  As a result Christ now ministers for us in heaven itself.  The sacrifice of Christ was so great his blood so powerful that it only had to be offered one time fro all time and as a result is effective forever in taking care of man’s problem with sin.  The sacrifice of Christ truly forgives sins whereby in comparison under the Old covenant there was always a remembrance of sins and so as a result sacrifices had to be offered yearly.
All who are born again experience a spiritual birth and become part of a spiritual kingdom in which they serve the Lord as a result of the powerful blood of Christ that washes away our sins.   Through the death of Christ the penalty of our sins (death) was paid in full and the new covenant was brought into existence – MATT. 26:28.
The inspired writer closes this section with a reminder that there are two appointments that all mankind must keep.  First, death is inevitable for everyone and there is no exception and secondly judgment cannot be avoided.   When Christ returns resurrection and judgment will take place and the lost will be separated from the righteous.  If we have received him and are walking by faith when he returns this will be an occasion for joy, but to those who reject him it will be a dreadful experience as they face the wrath and vengeance of God.   The writer is trying to exhort his readers and us as well to remain faithful in our service to Christ.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #16

1. What is the significance of blood as it relates to the Old covenant? List some examples.  9:17-21
2. What important principle about blood did God establish under the Old covenant?  Why? Is that principle still in effect today? 9:22

3. What purified the earthly tabernacle? What sacrifice was necessary to prepare the heavenly tabernacle?  Which is better? 9:23

4. Where has Christ entered and why? 9:24

5. How many times did Christ offer himself?  How does this compare to the High Priest under the Old Law? 9:25-26
6. What are two things everyone must face? 9:27

7. What was the purpose of the sacrifice of Christ? 9:28

8. When Christ came to earth the first time he came to take away the sins of the world what will be the reaction of those who have taken advantage of the blood of Christ when he appears the second time? 9:28
TEXT LESSON #17 – Hebrews 10:1-18

For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. 2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins. 3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. 

5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: 

"Sacrifice and offering You did not desire,

But a body You have prepared for Me.  

6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 

You had no pleasure.  

7 Then I said, 'Behold, I have come--

In the volume of the book it is written of Me--

To do Your will, O God.' "  

8 Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them" (which are offered according to the law), 9 then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. 14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 15 But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before, 16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,"  17 then He adds, "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more."  18 Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #17 - 10:1-18

The Hebrew writer in this section brings to a climax the discussion of the priesthood of Christ.  In his discussion of the differences between a priest after the order of Melchizedek (Christ) and the Levitical system of priests he has noted the following differences: the difference between the first and second covenant; the earthly tabernacle and the heavenly one; the sacrifices of animals and the perfect sinless sacrifice of Christ. By these differences the inferiority of the old covenant and its sacrifices are once again made evident to the Hebrews.  The sacrifices under that covenant could not make those who approached God perfect.  If these sacrifices had made the children of Israel perfect then why did they continue to be offered year after year?  The Law of Moses reflected the good things that were to come.  The law was only a shadow of the real image which was the blessing of salvation that would be able to be obtained as a result of the sacrifice of Christ and the proclamation of his gospel.
Christ did not just replace the law, but in reality he fulfilled it – MATT. 5:17-18. He took away the first that the second may be established.  He came to earth to do the will of his Father. The offering of the body of Christ was done once for all mankind.  This stands in stark contrast to the Levitical system and its repetition of animal sacrifices both daily and year after year.  By the offering of the body of Christ one time for all time the second covenant by which we are sanctified was established.  The sacrifice of Christ did what the blood of bulls and goats could not do.  Christ of his own volition presented himself to God as the sacrifice for the sins of the world so we can be sanctified.
After offering this perfect sacrifice Christ went to sit at the right hand of the throne of God.  He has not ceased to work for the redemption of man as he reigns with absolute power and will continue to do so until the last enemy, death, is destroyed.
Perhaps one of the greatest blessings in regard to the sacrifice of Christ and the shedding of his blood is the fact that because of the power of his sinless blood our sins once forgiven will never be held against us again.   We can have complete confidence and peace in our hearts as a result of this knowledge.   Since their sins were so completely forgiven there should not be any reason for them to continue in the offerings for sins as prescribed under the Old Law.  That period of time has come to a close and now they are to serve God and his Son Jesus Christ under the new covenant where sin can actually be forgiven and forgotten by God.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #17

1. What purpose did the Old Law serve in relationship to the new? Give some examples. 10:1
2. What proof is given that animal sacrifices under the Law did not make those who offered it perfect? 10:2-3
3. What was impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to do?  Why?  10:4

4. In what did God have no pleasure? Then why did he require them? 10:5-6

5. What did Jesus choose to do? For what reason? 10:7-9
6. How were the Hebrew Christians sanctified? How are we sanctified? 10:10

7. What differences are pointed out between Christ and the priests under the law? 10:11-12

8. Where is Christ seated?  What enabled him to do so? Until When?  10:12-13
9. Which is superior the Old Law or the new? Who is perfected? 10:1, 14
10. What did the Holy Spirit give witness (reveal) in regard to the new covenant? 10:15-18  
TEXT LESSON #18 – Hebrews 10:19-25

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #18 - 10:19-25

The Hebrew writer has presented forceful arguments as to why the new covenant of Christ is superior to the Old covenant (better promises, better blood, better priesthood).  At this point there is a shift in the emphasis by the inspired author.  This turning point in the book is marked by the word “therefore” as the writer begins to emphasize the practical application of the principles he has firmly established in regard to the superiority of Christ.   Since these Christians were being urged to not go back to Judaism but to continue to follow Christ they needed the encouragement, exhortations, and warnings that are found in the remainder of the book.  The first part of the book is doctrinal and the latter part of the book is the practical application of how they were to live their lives as Christians even in the face of trials, temptations, and suffering.
Since Christ is seated at the right hand of the throne of God then we should boldly enter the holy place as a result of the blood that Jesus shed for us.  Remember at the death of Christ the veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom – MATT. 27:51 – the Jews had never been allowed to enter the holy of Holies in the tabernacle but they are now encouraged to enter into God’s presence with confidence because of the sacrifice of Christ.  

We also can have full assurance of our faith that is referenced in verse 22 because Jesus serves as our high priest and intercedes and mediates on our behalf so we can have the forgiveness of our sins and be pure/clean before God.
The Hebrew writer exhorts his readers to cling or hold fast to their confession of hope. This should be something relatively simple to obey since Jesus is such a faithful mediator on our behalf.   Since they have been shown repeatedly how Christ is superior in every way to the Old Law how can they not have trust in Him.  As previously studied hope serves as an anchor of the soul – HEB. 6:19. AS we go thru this life we will face many trials and temptations but we must not allow these to turn us away from serving the true and living God.  We must not waver but instead we must persevere.  We will only persevere when faced with conflict in this life if there is a good reason to do so. Christians have the greatest reasons for persevering because our hope is based on the promises of God (eternal life) and that he is trustworthy, reliable, and he cannot lie – TITUS 1:2.  We know that Jesus is faithful as our high priest, mediator, intercessor, and Savior.
Since we have this confidence and hope in Jesus we should desire to be a source of encouragement to our brethren.  Encouragement of others is vital to ones faith - we need to provoke one another to love and good works.  This word “provoke” literally means to stir up, to arouse, to excite.  As always actions speak louder than words if we love our brethren then we must manifest concern for their souls by encouragement. We actually participate in this stirring up by not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.   There is a twofold purpose in assembling: 1.) to worship God 2.) to encourage brethren.  Our coming together has a definite effect on others.  If we assemble we worship and encourage our brethren if we forsake the assembling then we fail to worship God and cannot possibly be a source of encourage to our brethren.
To forsake carries with it the meaning of failing to choose and do what one otherwise could do.  God knows when circumstances prevent one from assembling, but we must guard against a casual approach to assembling and a lax attitude.   Often one of the first indications of a lack of love toward God and our brethren is the failure of assembling with the saints. Christians who keep themselves from the assemblies for no real reason demonstrate that they do not have the confidence in God our writer is exhorting them to display.  What type of confidence in God do we display by the life we live?
QUESTIONS – LESSON #18

1. By the use of what word does the author relate the ideas of this section with those previously discussed? What is the author’s main point in this section?   Why is this important? 10:19
2. Why should they/we have boldness to enter the Holiest?   Contrast the Holy place under the Law with this one. 10:19-20

3. What is Jesus our high priest over? 10:21

4. How are they/we to draw near to God? 10:22

5. What are we to hold fast? Why? 10:23
6. What does it mean to “consider one another.”  Why should we do it? 10:24

7. What were some doing? 10:25

8. What should they have been doing? 10:25
.
TEXT LESSON #19 – Hebrews 10:26-39

For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine; I will repay," says the Lord. And again, "The LORD will judge His people."  31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 32 But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings: 33 partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so treated; 34 for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven. 35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise: 

37 "For yet a little while, And He who is coming will come and will not tarry.  

38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him."  

39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #19 - 10:26-39

The author of Hebrews now begins a discussion of willful sin. He emphasizes the autonomy they/we possess as humans to make choices.  If they/we sin it is of our own free will that we make this decision.  The writer implies that in their case they knew the truth and were still guilty of violating it.  One who has knowledge of the truth and does not comply with that truth is guilty of willful sin – I.E. – Vs. 25 forsaking the assembly.
Three serious consequences are discussed in this section for those who turn from Christ. 
The first consequence of turning away from Christ is there is no salvation in any other name – ACTS 4:12.   There is no other way than Christ – JN. 14:6. There is no forgiveness outside of Christ – EPH. 1:7. To turn away from Christ suggests rejection.  The writer has already made the consequences of apostasy very clear to these Hebrew Christians, but he once again expresses if Christ is rejected they will not escape the fiery indignation and judgment of God – HEB. 9:27.

The only thing that can keep them/us from the perfect sacrifice of Christ is disobedience.   We want to make it perfectly clear that any sin can be forgiven if we are willing to obey Christ and repent in regard to the behavior that has kept us from the perfect sacrifice of Christ.
We are again reminded of the superiority of the new covenant under Christ.  Not only is it superior when it comes to its promises and blessings it is also superior in regard to it punishment.  Those who rejected the Law of Moses died under the testimony of 2-3 witnesses – DEUT. 13:1-11 – physical death by stoning.   The point being made by the inspired writer is if under the inferior covenant, the one that could not take away sins the punishment was severe, then how much more serious will it be to reject the Son of God and the great salvation he has made possible?
The second consequence of turning away from Christ is that they/we would lose their eternal reward. When faced with times of persecution Christians often become stronger in their faith and stand firm. But in times of peace and relative ease people often become complacent with their faith and this drifting away is more likely to occur because one does not see the necessity of displaying boldness and taking a stand for the truth.  The writer continues to admonish these Hebrew Christians to not be come lukewarm and indifferent and begin as a result of complacency to drift from Christ, because of the serious nature of the consequences of willful sin.  The Christians to whom this letter was written had apparently at one time relied on their faith to deliver them thru times of great suffering.   They suffered but they endured. They joyfully suffering shame and reproach for the name of Christ thinking of their eternal reward in heaven.  He did not want them to lose their faith, but maintain the courage they had displayed during their great trials of afflictions so they could receive their reward promised by God.
The last consequence of turning away from Christ is destruction. The Hebrew writer exhorts them to hold on to their faith, to live by faith, and to not draw away from God.  Jesus is coming soon in judgment and destruction. In view of the time when this letter was written (63-67A.D.) this is probably a reference to the destruction of Jerusalem spoken of in Matthew chapter 24.  The Hebrew writer is encouraging them to remain faithful and believe to the saving of their souls.  He is stating his confidence in them to accomplish this objective.  These same exhortations should encourage us today to live by faith!

QUESTIONS – LESSON #19

1. What example did the Hebrew writer use of a willful sin in this context?  What is peculiar about the one who sins willfully in verse 26.  What are the consequences of being a willful sinner? 10:26
2. What can the one who has committed willful sin expect? 10:27

3. Why would the punishment for rejecting Christ be worse than the punishment under the Law of Moses? 10:28-29
4. How did they trample under foot the Son of God, count the blood of the covenant a common thing, and insult the Spirit of grace? Can we do these same things today? Explain 10:29

5. What does the writer want these Hebrew Christians to understand? 10:30-31

6. What did he want them to remember? Why? 10:32-34

7. What did they need? Why? 10:35-36
8. What was to take place in a “little while”? What were they to do in the meanwhile? 10:37-39
TEXT LESSON #20 – Hebrews 11:1-7

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "and was not found, because God had taken him"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #20 - 11:1-7

At the conclusion of the last chapter we are told in vs. 38 that “the just shall live by faith.” There are many warnings in this letter to the Hebrew Christians exhorting them to not lose their faith.  Faith clearly plays an important role in the blessings we receive from God through Christ. So the inspired writer now begins to define faith and the results we obtain when we live by it. How do we go through life in such a way that we live by faith?  The writer begins to describe how we live by faith by giving examples of some important figures in Jewish history and teaching the lessons to be learned and how faith changed their lives.
Faith is defined as the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen. This simply means that faith is the assurance by which we are convinced of things that we cannot see but we know exist. I.E. – We cannot see God but we are convinced and assured that he exists because we have seen the manifestations of God – creation, scriptures.  According to Vincent, faith apprehends as a real fact what is not revealed to our senses.  No human being witnessed the events of creation (except through the scripture) so we could say those events were unseen.  It is true that we did not see God performing these acts but we still believe that he did them because he revealed it to us through the scripture and so we choose to have faith in God and believe him.  Creation presents to us that the things created have a design and purpose so we choose to have faith and believe God is the creator rather than come to the conclusion that the creation is all the result of random chance. Faith is absolutely necessary in order to please God.  We must believe that God is and that He is eternal one through whom all things were created.
The faithful men of God in the past received a good report as a result of their faith.  Faith allowed them to be in good standing with God even as they faced difficulties, trials, and sufferings their faith did not falter.

Faith is absolutely necessary in order to please God so in verses 4-5 the author begins ti give us some examples of faith.  The example of Cain and Abel and the sacrifices they were commanded to offer – GEN. 4:2-5.  The Hebrew writer clearly states that Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.  The bible does not give any more details other than to say Abel offered his sacrifice “by faith.” He heard and obeyed the instructions of God – ROM. 10:17.  Why was Abel’s sacrifice better? Attitudes may have been different.  Abel may have offered willingly and with the proper spirit which manifested obedience whereas Cain may have offered with a proud heart and haughty disposition.  We know the scriptures teach us that God looks at the heart as well as what is sacrificed – PSA. 51:16-17. The quality of their sacrifices could have been different also.  Abel offered the best whereas Cain may have offered the leftovers. God will not accept anything that is not our best – MAL. 1:6-10 – God will not accept anything except first place in our hearts and lives. It also may have been the case that animal sacrifice was required and therefore would be the only thing pleasing to God.  We know that God required the animal sacrifices as a shadow of the sacrifice of the blood of Christ which would be the substance.  His example of faith still speaks to us today.
The next example given for our consideration is that of Enoch.  Enoch’s faith pleased God and as a result of his God pleasing faith he did not see death.  We might be prone to ask the question, why?  We can find the answer in GEN.5:22 – Which tells us that after Enoch had his son Methuselah, he walked with God for 300 years.  After this long life of faithful service God took Enoch to be with him.  Enoch did not die but was received directly into heaven.

In verse 6 the author once again defines faith for us.  Faith is not just believing that God exists but also believing that God rewards those who diligently seek him.   This diligence in seeking him involves being obedient to his commands.   We do not just say we believe that God exists but we strive to go out and do what he says to do so believing we will be rewarded for our actions.  By taking this action we show God that we believe he alone has the power to redeem us and we believe he will redeem us – that is true faith.
Noah is also given as an example of faith.  Even though he did not have any physical evidence that God would destroy the world by a flood. Everything in his human experience argued against it but faith is the conviction of things not seen.  Saving faith is also obedient so in holy fear and respect for God he built the ark.  Noah had faith in the promise and the power of God.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #20

1. What is faith? 11:1 How does this point tie in with the last chapter? 10:38-39  
2. How did faith help the elders? 11:2
3. What is the connection between faith and God creating the world? 11:3
4. What did both these men offer to God?  What was the difference in their offering? 11:4
5. Can the faith we display in this life make a difference after we are gone? Explain 11:4
6. What happened to Enoch? Why? 11:5
7. What is necessary to please God? What does faith prompt us to believe? 11:6

8. Why was faith required in order for Noah to build the ark? How did he display it? 11:7
TEXT LESSON #21 – Hebrews 11:8-22

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude--innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones. 

COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #21 - 11:8-22

In this section of his epistle the Hebrew writer who has shown that the heroes of the Old Testament  were justified by faith introduces Abraham.  Abraham is the greatest single figure in the mind of his Hebrew audience.  They knew the account of Abraham’s life.   They knew that Abraham had spent most of his life wandering from place to place; living in a land he was promised but never was able to posses. Abraham left all he had to seek the unseen promises of God.  The inspired writer speaks of three times when his faith was greatly tested and summarizes his ability to maintain his faith because he looked for a city whose builder and maker is God.
Abraham’s first test was when he went to a land that God would show him verses 8-10.  God called him from Ur of the Chaldees to go to this land – ACTS 7:1-5. Abraham was 75 years old when he received three promises from God – GEN. 12:1-3.
The second test of Abraham was when he believed the promise of God to make him a great nation – GEN. 15:5-6, 22:17.  He did not live long enough to see his descendants become this great nation but he lived to see his son of promise born.

The third and most well known test in regard to Abraham was when he offered his promised son as a sacrifice.   From his example we see that saving faith is willing to be obedient.  Abraham always believed that God would do what he had promised and he acted accordingly, by faith.
The Hebrew writer mentions the home sought by the faithful men was heavenly.   They did not think twice about leaving their earthly homes behind because they were looking forward to the heavenly home they would have with God. What allowed them to persevere? First, they recognized this world is not my home I am just a passing through.  They knew they were pilgrims on this earth and recognized their frailty and need for God. They also recognized that 
God is the rewarder of those who diligently seek him – 11:6.  

What lesson can we learn from these Old Testament worthies? Do not live our lives as if this world means everything to us. We need to recognize that we too are just aliens and strangers in this world.  The world is just our temporary dwelling place so we do not need to live as though the treasures of this world mean everything to us.  As Christians who live by faith we should have a different viewpoint just as these mentioned by the Hebrew writer.
As a result of their faith God is not ashamed to call them brethren.  The big questions for you and me are, “Would God be ashamed to call us brethren?”  Are we looking for a city whose builder and maker is God?  Do the things of this world take first place in our heart?
QUESTIONS – LESSON #21

1. How did Abraham display his trust in God? 11:8
2. What did Abraham seek as a dwelling place? 11:9-10

3. Was the faith of Abraham ever tested? Describe each scenario. If the faith of Abraham was tested what can we conclude about our faith?  11:8-22
4. Did Abraham live to see all the promises that God had made to him come to pass? What attitude did Abraham and the other Old Testament worthies posses? How can we display that we are people of faith today? 11:13

5. Why was God not ashamed to call them brethren? What could they have done? 11:14-16

6. What did Abraham take into account when he offered up Isaac? 11:17-19

7. Did the son, grandsons, and great grandsons believe the promises given to Abraham?   How did the request of Joseph exemplify his faith? 11:20-22

TEXT LESSON #22 – Hebrews 11:23-40

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned. 

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. And others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented-- 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #22 - 11:23-40

The Hebrew writer now gives us a brief summary of how faith affected the life of Moses.  The author begins by displaying the faith exhibited by the parents of Moses.   They were faithful to obey God and did not follow the commandment of King Pharaoh to kill their son.   They feared God not the King!

Moses was raised as a grandson to the King.  He was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians but he did not allow these privileges to interfere with his faith in God.  Moses as a result of his faith would turn his back on all the riches and pleasures of this world choosing to be part of God’s family instead of Pharaoh’s.  The subsequent actions and decisions by Moses in his life were the result of his faith in the only true and living God.  Moses kept his eye on the reward that was promised in Christ!
The Hebrew writer now begins to discuss the faith involved in the taking of the city of Jericho which God had promised to his people.  It was by his grace that Jericho was given to them but it took faith on their part to march around the city once a day for six days and then on the 7th day to march around the city seven times and blew the trumpets. It was by their faith they received God’s grace.   Neither grace nor faith are able to stand alone.
The example of Rahab is proof that God’s mercy is extended to anyone who is willing to serve him by faith (she was a harlot). She displayed her faith because she trusted God to save her life.  She risked her life to obey God and hide his servants because she was a woman of great faith.

The inspired writer of Hebrews now begins to recall events from the history of God’s people which are to numerous to be considered at this time.  What we want to note is that in every case the individual mentioned was able to perform great actions or overcome difficult circumstances as a result of their faith in God.  As a result of their faith they always trusted that God would deliver them even in the face of persecution and suffering.
Even though these Old Testament worthies displayed such great faith they did not live to see Christ come into the world as the promised Messiah.  Yet, as a result of the promises of God they believed because of their faith.  They received forgiveness through the promises of God concerning the Messiah.  Since the Hebrews had seen the promises of God concerning Jesus fulfilled how strong should their faith be? As for our consideration today, how strong should our faith be?  This seems to be the point the Hebrew author is trying to drive home in this section.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #22

1. What did the parents of Moses display?  How?  Why? 11:23
2. What did Moses refuse?  What did he choose? 11:24-25

3. How did Moses view earthly riches? 11:26
4. What did faith allow Moses to do? 11:27-29

5. What did faith do for the children of Israel? 11:30

6. How did Rahab display her faith?  What did she risk by doing so? 11:31

7. What did the faith of those mentioned allow them to do? 11:32-38

8. What did all these Old Testament worthies obtain? How? 11:32-39

9. Did these Old Testament worthies live to see the ultimate promise of the Messiah fulfilled? 11:39

10. What is provided by God? 11:40
TEXT LESSON #23 – Hebrews 12:1-13

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;  6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives."  

7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

12 Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #23 - 12:1-13

The word “therefore” connects the great characters of faith described in chapter 11 as the great cloud of witnesses who under sever trials ran the race with patience that was set before them.  There ability to run the race with faith in God allowed them to be victorious.  When we look at their example we understand that we too can be victorious in this race, but we must run with purpose always looking to Jesus.  Jesus is our greatest example of faith and endurance.   How did he make it through all these obstacles (cross, contradiction of sinners, shame)?   Jesus remained focused and concentrated on the goal ahead looking to the ultimate reward and all who remain faithful must do the same.  Jesus endured and so can we!  The Hebrew writer warns against discouragement and giving up.  The victor’s crown belongs to all who finish the race.
In this next section the inspired author gives instruction to the Hebrew Christians as to how they should respond to chastening. The writer quotes PROV. 3:11-12 to remind the Hebrews that corrective discipline is often used by God in the same way that father discipline sons. Discipline is administered by caring parents in order to bring a child out of the wrong type of behavior.   The Hebrew writer is trying to make the point that chastening comes from a father who knows best and after that discipline the child still respects and loves the father. In like manner the discipline offered by God is not for the purpose of producing hardship but rather to yield the fruit of righteousness. The writer is encouraging these Christians to not such discipline to turn them away from the faith.
The writer encourages the Hebrews who are faithfully running this race to consider their brethren who might become tired and weary and need their help in order to finish. We do not run alone and sometimes we need the help of our brethren so we do not quit running the race.  We must help each other to the end.  Spiritually we must assist discouraged runners by making the path on which they run smooth so they do not become lame and disqualified – GAL. 6:1-2.

QUESTIONS – LESSON #23

1. Who is the cloud of witnesses? 12:1
2. What does considering all these witnesses help us to do? 12:1
3. Who should we look to as our great example of faith and courage? Why?12:2

4. If we consider the sacrifice of Jesus what can it help us avoid? 12:3

5. Why does God chasten or discipline his children? 12:5-6

6. What does God’s chastening or discipline prove?  What does its absence prove? 12:7-8

7. What is the point of comparison between God and our earthly fathers? 12:9

8. What is the reason God disciplines us? 12:10
9. How do we view discipline in the present (when it is taking place)? 12:11

10. After the discipline is past what does it yield? 12:11

11. What does the inspired writer admonish the Hebrews to do? How does this apply to Christians today?12:12-13
TEXT LESSON #24 – Hebrews 12:14-29

Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 15 looking diligently lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled; 16 lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17 For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears. 

18 For you have not come to the mountain that may be touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness and tempest, 19 and the sound of a trumpet and the voice of words, so that those who heard it begged that the word should not be spoken to them anymore. 20(For they could not endure what was commanded: "And if so much as a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned or shot with an arrow."  21 And so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I am exceedingly afraid and trembling.") 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel. 

25 See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven, 26 whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, "Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven."  27 Now this, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire. 

COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #24 - 12:14-29

The Hebrew writer has just encouraged his audience to lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares them so they can run the race with focus and determination that is set before them.  He now begins to exhort them to strengthen their faith by pursuing peace and holiness.  These things do not automatically become part of our lives as Christians but must be sought so our faith may flourish. This is a command and our mission should be one of peace and love.  This will set us apart from others in the world – 1 JN. 2:15-17. 
The Hebrew writer also warns against falling away that could be the result of bitterness.   The root of bitterness stands in stark contrast to peace.  Bitterness can cause not only the sower, but others as well to fall away from God.  The example given by the Hebrew writer of bitterness is Esau. Surely the Hebrews were quite familiar with the story of Esau.  Fornication and being profane are stated to be comparable here.  Profane is defined by example here to be more concerned with the things of the world than then things of God.  Not holding the spiritual things to be of any value.  He sold his birthright for one meal.  Are we ever guilty of selling out to the world?  If so we are guilty of the same sin as Esau.  This is why he is warning the Hebrews to be careful and not sell their birthright.   Through this one action (the selling of his birthright) Esau suffered lifelong consequences.   Sin can always be forgiven if repented off but sometimes the consequences of those sins linger for a lifetime. Consider the example of David and Bethsheba.  The adultery was forgiven but the consequence (the child died as a result of the adultery) could not be taken away.

In this next section VS. (18-21) we have a final summary of the two covenants.   The Hebrew writer is explaining that Mount Zion is infinitely greater than Mt. Sinai.  Mt. Sinai was a physical mountain which could be touched.  It was on this mountain that Moses received the Law.  It is representative of the system under the Old Law, but under the new covenant brought into affect by the blood of Christ they have been given a better way to approach God.   This new way is presided over by Jesus Christ and is in all ways superior to the old.  They were to now come to God by Mt. Zion which is a spiritual reference to the church of the firstborn and our future home in heaven.  Jesus is the one who mediates this new and better covenant which was brought into affect by the shedding of his blood one time for all times. The new Jerusalem is understood to be heavenly and the physical Jerusalem no longer matters in regard to their faith.
God now speaks to us through his Son so the Hebrew writer is warning his readers to take the things revealed to them in his new covenant seriously.   If the Israelites did not escape the wrath of God when they refused to listen to his prophets on earth, do they think they can possibly escape if they refuse to listen to his only begotten Son?   The answer is a resounding, no!    Today, we are members of God’s kingdom if we are faithful in our service to him. We also need to heed the warning and remember that if we fail to acknowledge Christ as we live day by day we too will receive the wrath of God – “our God is a consuming fire.”

QUESTIONS – LESSON #24

1. What should we pursue? Why? 12:14
2. What should we try to avoid and why? 12:15
3. How could these Hebrews be like Esau? Can we also be like Esau and if so how? 12:16-17

4.  What mountain is under consideration? When did these things occur? 12:18-21
5. What are we to come unto? Contrast these two mountains. 12:20-24
6. What will be the consequence for those who refuse to listen to Jesus? 12:25
7. What kind of kingdom have we received? 12:28

8. How should we serve God and why? 12:28-29

TEXT LESSON #25 – Hebrews 13:1-14

Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels. 3 Remember the prisoners as if chained with them--those who are mistreated--since you yourselves are in the body also. 4 Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."  6 So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?"  

7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 9 Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them. 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #25 - 13:1-14

In this final chapter as the Hebrew writer brings this letter to a close he issues a series of exhortations. The purpose of these exhortations seems to be to encourage the Hebrews to continue in their active and faithful service to the Lord rather than grow weary in well doing and go back into Judaism.
The exhortation to let brotherly love continue was certain to be one of the most needed commands given in the history of the church.   Love is the glue that binds us as Christians.  We should treasure the relationship we have as brothers and sisters in Christ. We must continually cultivate our love for one another since we are all part of the family of God. Many of the problems faced by congregations today could be avoided if brethren would just have the proper love for one another – PSA. 133:1.
If we possess the proper love for God’s children then hospitality will be a fruit that will naturally be displayed in our lives.  Hospitality was especially important  during the first century as there was no large hotel industry at that time.  We should always be mindful of the needs of our brethren.  The inspired writer reminds them of some examples of this type of hospitality – GEN. 18:1-15, 19:1-22.   Our guests may be “messengers” of God who enrich our lives far more than we provide for them.
The Hebrew Christians were admonished to remember those in prison and those who were ill treated.  In that day and time many were imprisoned for their faith in Christ and stand for the truth.  They needed to lend moral support to them (visits) and pray for them just as the church did for Peter – ACTS 12:5.
Now God reminds the Hebrews through the inspired writer that marriage is honorable.  It is honorable because God designed and ordained marriage for the good of man – GEN. 2:18, 24.  Marriage is the most blessed of all human relationships.   It is the only appropriate relationship in which men and women can express and fulfill their sexual desires given to them by their creator. To strive to fulfill these desires in any other relationship is fornication or adultery. We are duly warned that God will judge those who fulfill the desires of the flesh outside the boundaries set by God in marriage.
The next exhortation warns us to not live our lives with the attitude of trying to greedily lay hold on everything we can as we pass through this world.  We need to learn to be content and not have our hearts set on the things of earth – COL. 3:1-2. A person who is consumed with covetousness will not make time for things that are spiritual.  We must learn to be content and cultivate the proper attitude toward material riches by not placing our trust in them but in Jesus Christ – 1 TIM. 6:17.
The exhortation to remember those who have the rule over you (overseers) is mentioned three times in this closing of the letter – 9:7, 17, and 24. How were they to view elders? First they were to esteem them – 1 THESS. 5:12-13. We do so today by following the lead of good elders.  Next they were to consider the outcome of their way of life – 1 PET. 5:1-4. Thirdly, they were to imitate their faith and look to their examples – 1 PET. 5:3. The Hebrews needed the warmth, touch, and example of their fellowmen in times of trial and so it is with us today.  We need the support of those who have taught us.
It is comforting to know that even though we live in a changing world where nothing seems to be permanent and our leaders just seem to come and go.  The one leader who is unchangeable is Christ and that is why he is better than the prophets, Moses and the Levitical priesthood. The author uses this statement to try to persuade the Hebrews to remain faithful. 

The writer exhorts them to exercise unchanging faith and not be carried away with different or strange doctrines.  This is how verse 8 sets up the command of verse 9.  Since Jesus does not change then it stands to reason that the gospel he preached will never change.   Many today are interested only in change and they insist on innovations just for the sake of change itself.  They are looking for the newest religious way of thinking and they have forsaken the old paths – JER. 6:16.  The writer exhorts his Hebrew audience as well as us today to be interested in getting to know the unchanging truth of the gospel – GAL. 1:6-8.  

The inspired Hebrew writer now addresses our spiritual altar which spiritually speaking is Christ and now the unbelieving Jews are the ones excluded from his spiritual blessings. In verse 10 we are reminded of the superiority of the heavenly temple from which Christ officiates. 
The writer now draws a parallel between Christ and his suffering outside the 
gates of Jerusalem and the fact that the bodies of the sacrificed animals under the Old Covenant were burned outside of the city.  They were burned outside the camp and we are encouraged to go outside the camp as it were to Jesus.   The writer expresses his desire for his audience to leave Judaism to serve Christ under the New Covenant.  He exhorts them to live as Christians before the world no matter the amount of persecution or reproach they must face.  Just as the Hebrews of that day, we must be willing, today to suffer persecution and reproach for the sake of Christ – 2 TIM. 3:12.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #25

1. What is commanded? How do we display it? 13:1-3

2. What does the Hebrew writer say about marriage? What practical truths are revealed? 13:4

3. What should our attitudes be toward physical things? 13:5
4. What should we be able to boldly proclaim? 13:6

5. Who is referenced as ruling over us?   How should we treat them? 13:7

6. What is the significance of verse 8 and how does it set up the command in verse 9? 13:8-9

7. Who is the altar? 13:10

8. Where were the bodies of the animals sacrificed under the Old Covenant burned? Why? 13:11

9. Where did Jesus suffer? What does the writer exhort the Hebrews to do? 13:12-13

10. What type of city do we seek? 13:14
TEXT LESSON #26 – Hebrews 13:14-25
 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 

18 Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably. 19 But I especially urge you to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner. 

20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 22 And I appeal to you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation, for I have written to you in few words. 23 Know that our brother Timothy has been set free, with whom I shall see you if he comes shortly. 24 Greet all those who rule over you, and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you. 25 Grace be with you all. Amen.
COMMENTS ON  HEBREWS


LESSON #26 - 13:15-25

Since Jesus has made himself a sacrifice to God by offering his body and blood we too must also be willing to offer sacrifices to God.  We do not offer to God material sacrifices but rather we offer to God the continual confession that he is Lord and we recognize him as we live our lives each day.  We are a living sacrifice – ROM. 12:1-2 – and we offer every aspect of our life to him.   By the example we set and the life we live we desire for others to see Christ living in us – GAL. 2:20. The very words we use and the deeds we participate in should do nothing more than bring praise to the blessed name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It is through the fruit of our lips that we confess our faith in Jesus Christ. It is also by the fruit of our lips that we offer our prayers and praise to God.  Another way we can offer sacrifices to God is by remembering to do good and sharing with others.  The Christian is to no longer to think only of self but is to seek opportunities to help others – PROV. 19:17.

At this time another exhortation is given concerning the elders or those who “rule over you.” The Hebrew Christians are told to be submissive to those who rule over you.  Many problems have been caused in the Lord’s church by brethren refusing to submit to elders, but we must only submit to them as they submit to the Lord, the Chief Shepherd - 1 TIM. 5:19-20, 1 PET. 1:4.
The writer of this letter now requests the prayers of the saints and gives his farewell reminding them of the power of the blood of Christ, the necessity of doing his will and the glory they will give to Christ in their lives by remaining faithful.  In closing he commends them to the grace (favor) of God.

QUESTIONS – LESSON #26

1. What sacrifices are we to offer to God?  How often? 13:15-16

2. Who should Christians submit to and why? 13:17

3. Why should elders be diligent in their oversight? 13:17

4. What request did the Hebrew writer make to his readers? Can we make this request of our brethren today? 13:18-19

5. Who is the great shepherd and what qualifies him for this position? 13:20

6. What is the inspired writer’s prayer for them? 13:20-21

7. What is his final appeal to them? Why is this important? 13:22

8. How did the writer conclude the letter? 13:23-25
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