
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Brief Synopsis of the Book of Revelation
Chapters 1-11
Introduction:
This is a book of “signs and symbols” that unveil and reveal the glory of Jesus Christ, RULER of His church, and the kingdoms of men through His providence. These visions that are seen by John through the Spirit are prophecies of the VICTORY that Christ and His church will realize against Satan and his forces. Satan enlists the assistance of the Roman Empire to try to destroy Christ and His followers. They persecute and afflict these Christians, but in the end the “martyrs for Christ” (Rev. 6:9-11) are seen as being “triumphant” over their enemies (Rev. 20:4-6). Also the Christians on earth serving Christ (Rev. 14:1-5) as represented in the 144,000 followers of the “Lamb” are also winners of this great conflict and they by their faith and fidelity to the LORD bring the Roman Empire to its destruction. God fights for His people (church) and through many judgments and events brings about the fall of the Roman Empire for their assault upon Christ and His followers! Those who seek to hinder or destroy Christ and His body (Col. 1:18) will always meet defeat at the “strength and hand of the LORD”. Truly the Kingdom of God (Col.1:13-14) cannot be shaken (Heb. 12:28). But Christ and His saints will “grind into powder” (destroy) all other enemies including “nations or forces or vices” that Satan may use against them.

Observation:
The proof of these truths are seen in that Christ and His church are alive and well on Planet Earth, but the Roman Empire is long since vanished!


Synopsis of Chapter One
MAIN THEME:
Establish the omnipotent authority of the SON OF GOD!


In this chapter Jesus Christ is set forth in His glory and His divine credentials prove His worthiness to be heard and obeyed by His people, the church and all peoples upon the earth. These visions present events that are about to “come to pass” shortly! In Verse 3 God says that those who hear the words of this prophecy and keep the words thereof shall be blessed! In Verse 4 God says that those words are written by John and sent in a book to the seven churches of Asia. This is symbolic of the fact that this message is for the Lord’s church in general as even today we profit from studying these great truths! In Verses 5-7 Jesus Christ is presented in the fullness of the scope of His ministry. In Verse 8 Jesus Christ affirms His DEITY as being “everlasting and eternal”! He is the only potentate one who is the ALMIGHTY! In Verses 9-11 John identifies himself as the writer of this book and recipient of the “signs and symbols” of this prophecy. John affirms that he is in the isle of Patmos for the word of the Lord and his testimony. He identifies himself to the seven golden candlesticks (churches of Asia) as being their brother in the Kingdom and in the tribulation. He is receiving these visions of prophecy on the Lord’s day Verse 10. In Verses 12-17 John reveals the majestic description of the CHRIST in all His radiant glory. In Verses 17-18 the Lord Christ Jesus is revealed as He that “died and arose from the dead.” He conquered Satan through death (Heb. 2:9-15) and He now has the “keys of death and Hades”! It is His VOICE that shall have power to call all the dead from their tombs on judgment day according to scripture (John 5:28-29). When He comes again (I Cor. 15:24-28) to deliver the Kingdom to God, He will have completely conquered all of His enemies including Satan and death. In Verse 20 Jesus Christ is shown as he walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks (church). He controls the DESTINY of His church and His saints and knows all that is going on in the church at all times.


Synopsis of Chapters Two and Three
MAIN THEME:
Beyond doubt JESUS CHRIST does “rule and reign” in His church!


Specifically John is to send this prophecy in a book to the seven churches of Asia. There were at this time more than seven churches of Christ in Asia Minor. For example, there were churches in Hieropolis and Colossae as well (Col. 4:13). But God singles out Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Philadelphia, Sardis, and Laodicea also. He compliments the church where commendation is due and chastens and rebukes the church where such is due. In every church Jesus Christ is fully aware of what they have done that is good and right. He is also cognizant of their error and their neglect! He knows their works and their labor and their patience in obedience. He is also aware that sin is in the camp of the body and hastens to warn them to repent. He also makes them aware of the “great tribulation” that is about to come upon them to try them. But He exhorts them to be “faithful even to the point of death.” He promises them blessings and happiness in this life (Mark 30:29-30) and in the life to come “everlasting reward” in heaven. In essence this is also true per each local church of Christ today. Christ “will remove the candlestick” from a church that does not follow his leadership through the GOSPEL of CHRIST (Rev. 2:5; II John 9).


Synopsis of Chapter Four
MAIN THEME:
GOD rules on His throne over the entire Universe He created!


Specifically at this time when Christians were being persecuted and slaughtered by the Roman government, the SAINTS OF GOD needed to see that God is on the THRONE of His great created universe and not the Roman Empire nor Caesar. They needed to know that it was God that controlled Caesar and not Caesar that controlled GOD! John is provided an opportunity to behold the majesty and greatness of God as He reigns and rules over all. He is privileged to see the grandeur of the THRONE ROOM if you please. He beholds a picture of the “angels of God” worshipping and serving Him and doing His will. He simply says that God is indescribable (Verses 3-6). His beauty of holiness and righteousness are beyond human description. God is not going to allow Caesar or Rome to bring more persecution or death upon His children that is not in harmony with His over-all will.


Synopsis of Chapter Five
MAIN THEME:
Only the “lamb of God” is worthy to reveal God’s eternal purpose unto man!


John sees God holding the book of seven seals in his right hand, which is the book of God’s eternal purpose (Eph. 3:3-11). An angel declares unto John and the world a great challenge! “Who is worthy to open the book and reveal the message within?” John saw that no man in heaven, nor on earth was WORTHY to do so, and he cried. One of the 24 elders said to John that “the lion of the tribe of Judah was worthy”! He had prevailed (over God’s enemy and man’s) and was worthy to “open the book” of seven seals and reveal its contents. When the “lamb in the midst of the throne of God” takes the book from the right hand of God, the four living creatures and 24 elders all fall down before the lamb and worship and praise Him that had shed His blood for the sins of the world. They sang the “deliverance song” of Jesus Christ and His establishment of the Kingdom of God. In the concluding verses of this chapter (Verses 11-14) the whole of heaven and earth are seen as praising the lamb. This symbolizes His universal dominion of heaven and earth (I Pet. 3:22). Jesus Christ is worthy by virtue of the fact that He did ESTABLISH His church and the gates of Hades would not prevail against His church nor Jesus Christ (Matt. 16:18-19).


Synopsis of Chapters Six and Seven
MAIN THEME:
Christ will conquer His enemies, but His “followers” will be severely tested!


When the lamb begins to open the book of seven seals John hears noise similar to thunder! One of the four living creatures says to John, “Come and see.” John sees this:

Seal # 1 (Verse 2) -
Riding upon His purity and holiness Jesus Christ conquers with the GOSPEL.

Seal # 2 (Verses 3-4) -
Persecution and bloodshed and war shall pursue the preaching and teaching of the gospel of Christ. God’s children will be tested as His SON was also tested.

Seal #3 (Verses 5-6) -
Discrimination and famine and privation shall be the lot of God’s people as they seek to remain faithful unto the “lamb” by their obedience to His gospel (Rev. 13:15-18). Some lost their jobs and were not permitted to buy and sell so as to provide necessities for their family.

Seal #4 (Verses 7-8) -
Those evil-doers that perished in God’s judgments, as well as Christians, would be ushered into the realm of Hades as they died in these events! The wicked would go to “torment” (Luke 16:19-23) and the righteous unto the “Paradise of God” (Rev. 2:7).

Seal #5 (Verses 9-11) -
God pictures for John the martyrs of the saints that die for the word of the Lord (Rev. 12:11). They cry out for rightful justice upon their persecutors. God clothes them in “white robes” and gives them rest (Rev. 14:13). Their cause will yet see victory among the saints on earth.

Seal #6 (Verses 12 - 7:17) - These verses picture the enemies of the lamb crying out for mercy as




they are defeated and destroyed by the wrath of God. This scene actually is depicting Caesar and Rome falling before the power of God and acknowledging His supremacy in the Kingdom of men (V.12-17). Chapter 7 shows that God is aware of every faithful child of God on Earth and will protect him from his enemy. This is the message of the 144,000 being sealed (Verses 1-8). In the latter part of this chapter (Verses 9-17) we are shown that the greater blessings for the Christian lie on the other side of death.


Synopsis of Chapters Eight and Nine
MAIN THEME:
God does hear and answer the prayers of His saints according to His will!


When the lamb of God opened the seventh seal, there was silence which indicated that a great dramatic event was about to unfold. God is raised up out of His holy habitation (Hab. 2:20). He is about to destroy Rome for persecuting the church. John sees an angel with a golden censer in his hand full of the prayers of the saints. This angel offers these prayers unto God mixed with the intercessory of Christ (Heb. 7:25). God received these prayers as they come up before Him on the golden altar. He manifests His love for His saints and orders retaliation on His enemy (Verse 5). The angel takes fire from the altar and casts it upon the earth. This is symbolic of God bringing judgments upon the realm of the wicked and evil. This is His answer to the prayers of the saints (Rev. 6:9-11). This is His answer to the many saints on earth going through the great tribulation and persecution.

Seven angels with seven trumpets prepared to sound warnings to the evil to repent.

1st Trumpet -
Symbolized God bringing a judgment upon Rome through nature. Probably He caused great famines to come upon the realm of the whole earth. Destroyed partially their food supply (hit them in their bread-basket) Acts 11:27-30.

2nd Trumpet -
Symbolized God bringing a judgment upon Rome through nature. Probably through great sea disasters, etc. God weakened the economy and wealth of Rome. He did destroy their industry and commerce trade (Rev. 18:9-18).

3rd Trumpet -
Symbolized God bringing judgment upon the leadership of the empire! It is sure that great Emperors such as Nero and Domitian did fall from power. It is true also that the effect of their fall had great devastating influence to the power of Rome. The average Roman citizen began to hate their own government and “wormwood” resulted. Insurrection and blatant rebellion existed.

4th Trumpet -
All of these previous judgments led to an over-all weakening of the Empire and the strength of the government itself. The Empire became weak economically and politically for sure.

(Chapter Nine)
5th Trumpet -
Sin and evil of every kind abounded within the confines of the Roman world, and the consequences of their sins stung every citizen until they desired death in preference to life.

6th Trumpet -
John sees Rome so captured and captivated by their sins (Prov. 5:22) that they now are rotten through and through (Rev. 9:20-21). Also it shows here the ultimate destruction of the wicked that rebel against God (Rev.21:8). Those who died as a result of their own sins were surely lost forever and could only look forward to an eternity of torment with “fire and brimstone”.


Synopsis of Chapter Ten
MAIN THEME:
The sweetness of hearing God’s word and the bitterness of preaching it.


John sees another mighty angel with a “little book” that is OPEN (events to be revealed). This book probably is the whole of the visions of Chapters 12-22, the latter half of this book. This book contains the judgments of God that John is charged to reveal (Verse 11). This angel is standing upon the earth and the sea, which symbolizes world-wide effects of this message and these judgments. This angel swears by God that created the heavens and the earth, that when the seventh trumpet sounds “there should be time no longer”. That the “mystery of God should be finished” also (Verse 7). This mystery which the prophets foretold included the fall of Jerusalem (Dan. 9:24-27) and the fall of the one who brought desolation upon Jerusalem (Dan. 7:7-11). A voice from heaven instructs John to take the “little book” out of the angel’s hand. John does so and the angel tells John to, “Take it, and eat it up.” This symbolizes the fact that God’s messenger should saturate himself with the message of God before he goes out to speak for God. This book was sweet to his mouth, which means that God’s word is rich food for the mind of men. But the preaching of God’s words brings the truth upon you and sometimes even your closest brethren forsake God’s message and refuse to make proper application. They sometimes persecute you for your willingness to preach the truth. Sometimes you even have to stand alone as you proclaim God’s word.


Synopsis of Chapter Eleven
MAIN THEME:
The SAINTS come through the great tribulation VICTORIOUS in Jesus Christ!


Also:

God brings the Roman Empire to destruction and still reigns in Nations!


This great chapter shows that outward persecution cannot affect, harm, or destroy the Temple of God (church) as shown in Verses 1-2. The apostolic period is covered in Verses 3-12. The Devil through envy uses the Jews and Roman Empire as puppets to crucify Christ. He also makes war against His apostles and followers (Matt. 10:16-24). But just as Christ was raised from the dead, and His cause marched on through the preaching and teaching of the Apostles and New Testament Christians, so also the “apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42) lives on after their death. Satan seeks to destroy Christ and the church through death of the saints but even this cannot prevail against God and His Son (Rom. 8:35-39). In Verse 7 we see that the Devil through Roman persecution is not permitted to take the life of the apostles till they have finished their testimony (revealed and miracle confirmed the New Testament). And the scriptures bear this out to be true (Mark 16:14-19-20). But when their testimony is finished the beast kills the apostles of Christ, as they did their Lord. They gloat over their seeming victory for a while (Verses 8-10), but God still causes the church to grow and multiply and fill the whole earth. Heaven’s tribute to the apostles and their fidelity through adversity is seen in Verses 11-12. In the remainder of this chapter, Verses 13-18, God pictures the final fall of Rome and the ruling and reigning Christ as the conqueror of Rome. When Rome falls (Verse 13) many remaining nations of the world attributed their fall to the power of God (they were afraid and gave glory to God).

Conclusion:
Rome was the evil nation that was destroying the earth (Verse 18) and God has destroyed the Roman Empire for their “cup of abomination was full” (Rev. 17:1-5). Now that Rome was gone it was abundantly clear that “the Kingdom’s of this world are become the Kingdom’s of our Lord, and of our Christ” (Verse 15) and he shall reign forever and forever. This means that neither Russia, Japan, China, nor any other nation will ever be strong enough to destroy Christ and his church! Truly we give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty (Verse 17).

Chapters 12-22
Introduction:
In this last half of this book we will be privileged to see the spiritual conflict that takes place in the “heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12, Eph. 1:20-23)! Chapter 12 describes the spiritual war as being between Christ and the Devil, between the Lord’s church and Satan’s allies! We also see how Satan enlisted the help of the mightiest nation upon the earth to help him seek to destroy the church of Christ (Chapters 13-20). We are privileged to behold the glorious church of Christ come through this great conflict VICTORIOUS through the leadership and salvation of the Lamb of God (Rev. 14:1-5), who is Lord of Lords and King of Kings (Rev. 19:11-16). Satan can hurt their physical bodies (Matt. 10:28) but he is not able to cut the faith and conviction they have in Christ out of their hearts (Rev. 12:11, Rev 14:12-13). In the end the Beast, the False Prophet, Satan himself, and all of his subjects are cast into the lake of fire and brimstone (Rev. 14:10-11, Chapters 19-20). The righteous are seen rejoicing and praising God for all eternity for their redemption through Christ Jesus (Rev. 19:1-9, Rev. 21:1-5). Thus none are able to stand against the “wrath of the Lamb” (Rev. 6:16-17), except those who follow the Lamb faithfully (Rev. 2:10, Rev. 5:8-10). 


Synopsis of Chapter Twelve

Here we are spell-bound to behold the glorious nation of Israel (the faithful remnant Lk. 3, Mt.1, Is. 46:13) giving birth to the Christ-child (Matt. 1:18-23, Is. 9:6, Gal. 4:4). Satan seeks to devour the Lord Jesus Christ through all His life (Matt. 2:13, Matt. 4:1-10, Matt. 16:21-24) but fails to cause Christ to sin by yielding to temptation (Rom. 6:16-18, James 1:13-15). Christ “loved righteousness and hated iniquity” (Heb. 1:8-9) and never transgressed the Law of God (I John 3:4, Heb. 4:15). Hence after His resurrection from the dead (Rom. 1:4) He was caught up into heaven to the throne of God (Heb. 12:1-3, Acts 1:9-11). There He was crowned Prophet, Priest, and King (Dan. 7:13-14, Acts 3:22-26) and begin His reign over the nations of the world (Rev. 1:5-7, Ps. 2:9-12) and as head of the church (Col. 1:18, Eph. 4:15). When Satan tasted defeat at the hands of Christ Jesus (Heb. 2:14-15, I John 3:8) he sought to make war on the Woman (Spiritual Israel – church) and her seed (Rom. 2:28-29, Gal. 3:26-29). Spiritual war took place in spiritual realms and Satan was found inferior (Rev. 12:7-9). He and his angels were cast down. All this took place through Christ establishing His church and providing forgiveness of sins through His blood to all who would obey the gospel of Christ (Rev. 12:10-13, Rom. 1:16-17, Acts 2:38). Many Christians were called upon to give their lives for the Lord Jesus and were martyred for their faith (Rev. 2:13, Acts 12:1-2, Rev. 6:9-11). But God protected the church by preparing her a place of refuge (Rom. 8:35-39) in the wilderness of sorrow and sin (world). God nourishes and provides care and keeping for the church through His word (Acts 20:32, Matt. 4:4, Matt. 5:6). He gives them through His Son the strength to overcome every temptation also (I Cor. 10:12-13, Phil. 4:13). Satan seeks to deceive the Christian through his counterfeit gospels (I Tim. 4:1-4) but the world helps the woman (church) by swallowing the lies and deceit of the Devil (Rev. 12:9, John 8:44, Eph. 2:1-3). Through his earthly allies, Satan seeks to undermine and destroy the faith and conviction of Christians and to shake God’s unmovable and unshakable Kingdom (Heb. 12:28, Matt. 16:18-19). But those who love the Lord Jesus Christ continue in faithful obedience to His Testimony!


Synopsis of Chapter Thirteen

John beholds a great prophetic beast (Dan. 7:1-11) that Satan uses to do his dirty work of persecuting and killing the saints of God! This Beast is representative of the world and all the things therein (I John 2:15-17, I Cor. 10:32) and at this time was epitomized by the Roman Empire and her evil and sinful rulers (Emperors) according to Chapter 17:18. Just as Babylon once ruled and controlled the world during the time that Israel and Judah were brought into captivity so also Rome was the Conqueror of the nations of the earth and they sought to persecute Christians and stamp out God’s Kingdom (Col. 1:13-14). This beast is seen as fearsome and powerful which befits the description of Rome and her military might and evil scourge. To this evil nation Satan gave his power of deception (II Thess. 2:9-12) and they were deceived by the Devil into living after the flesh and the lusts of worldly desires (Eph. 4:17-24), while the Christian sought to imitate God! This beast (Roman Empire) and her rulers spoke blasphemous words against God (Dan. 7:8, 25, II Thess. 2:1-12). Many rulers even commanded their subjects to address them as Deity and worship them as God and led them into idolatry, just as King Nebuchadnezzar of old Babylon (Dan. 3:1-6). Two of the more notorious Emperors of Rome who murdered Christians and persecuted them severely were Nero and Domitian (Rev. 13:3-7, Rev. 11:7, Rev. 17:8-11). This Beast from the sea (Roman Empire) also has another ally of Satan join forces with him in the War against Christ and His church (Rev. 13:11-18). This beast is of Satan but seeks to persuade men that he is of God for he had two horns like a Lamb but his speech was that of Satan (Rev. 12:3,9). This beast is probably “False religion” in general and specifically at this time was personified as “Emperor Worship” (Rev. 13:15-18). This committee of soldiers and dignitaries of the Emperor was called the “Concilia” and was head-quartered in Pergamum (Pergamos) according to inspiration (Rev. 2:12-13). They killed, persecuted, and discriminated against all those who would not bow down and worship Caesar as God or burn incense on an altar to him as Deity! This evil Emperor who was chiefly responsible for this wholesale slaughter of saints was Domitian who ruled Rome from about 81A.D. – 96A.D. The Beast, whose number was 666, probably represented Domitian, his evil rule, and deadly persecution of the Lord’s church.


Synopsis of Chapter Fourteen

God pictures the faithful and obedient Christians who have been sealed (Rev. 7:1-8) as standing on Mount Zion with their Victorious Savior (Tit. 2:13-14, I Tim. 6:15-16). This melodious praise of the Lamb is given because He has redeemed them from sin through His blood (I Pet. 1:18-20, Eph. 1:3-7). This is a great throng of the Faithful (144,000) who do not defile themselves with false religion nor do they adulterate themselves with the world (James 4:4). They are pictured sharing in the victory of Christ and through their godly living and faithfully giving themselves unto God unto the point of death, they share in the righteous judgment God pours out upon the ungodly (Rev. 14:8-11). The wicked are seen having God’s full wrath and anger openly poured out upon them in its purest and unpolluted strength (Rev. 21:8). God does declare that the righteous who die in the Lord shall rest from their labors while there is no rest for the wicked for they shall be really tormented day and night forever! This picture of God’s judgment should strike terror into the hearts of all disobedient people upon the earth (II Thess. 1:7-9). Next is the scene of harvest and reaping of Christ, the Kingdom that His Father has planted (Matt. 13:31-32), which is the church! The wicked are cast into the winepress of God’s wrath and squashed like grapes (Rev. 14:14-20).


Synopsis of Chapter Fifteen

John is now beholding through the Spirit (Rev. 4:2), God’s angels preparing to pour out God’s wrath upon the wicked world and at this time found its meaning in the evil nation of the Roman Empire and all controlled by it. But before the angels of God’s wrath (Matt. 13:37-43) begin to pour out their vials of wrath (judgments), John sees the faithful and righteous, having been sealed by God, standing on the glassy sea having overcome their individual battles with Satan and his tribulations by their faith in Christ (James 1:2-4, I Pet. 1:3-9). These redeemed saints are attributing victory to God by their worship and praise through song! They declare His greatness by virtue of His power over His enemies. His ways are Truth and His works are Marvelous (Rev. 15:3). Through His judgments God would humble the nations that would fight against His Son and the church (I Pet. 3:22). John is now about to see that God is angry in heaven over the state of the world under Rome’s dominion (Rev. 11:18)! He is going to punish the stout-hearted nation for seeking to destroy God’s purchased possession (Acts 20:28). As the angels proceed from God’s throne of power (Rev. 15:6) John sees heaven as filled with smoke and God’s anger is at the boiling point and woe be to the inhabitants of the wicked world of Rome (Rev. 8:13, Rev. 9:12). There was not to be appeasement of God’s wrath from heaven until His judgments had been carried out upon the wicked nation of Rome for they had killed and shed the blood of God’s precious saints for which they must answer (Rev. 6:9-11).


Synopsis of Chapter Sixteen

God’s angels of vengeance are given charge from God to go pour out their vials of wrath upon the wicked which inhabit the earth! The first angel obeys as he pours out his vial of wrath, the people who worship the beast and his image have a grievous sore (cancer-like) that falls upon them, such as God smiting the nations of the Old Testament with “emerods” (I Sam. 5:5-6). Probably this represents the terrors and horrors of a sin-sick society (Rev. 18:2). The second angel pours out his vial of God’s wrath and the sea became as blood and every living soul therein died! This judgment reaps complete destruction and is not partial! The third angel pours out his vial of God’s anger and the inland county and rivers are polluted as happened to the Nile River back in Egypt (Ex. 7:19-20). This judgment was severe because God was allowing them (wicked) to drown in the taste of their own blood even as they became drunk on the blood of the saints by killing them (Rev. 16:4-7). The fourth angel pours out his wrath upon the sun and darkness resulted as men were scorched with fire (verses 8-9). Probably this was sin, wickedness, and hardships that resulted on the average citizen of Rome because of their evil leaders and rulers! Men repented not to God of their evil doings and, therefore, blasphemed God for their troubles. The fifth angel poured out his vial of wrath upon the throne of the beast. This resulted in great darkness (Col. 1:13) that was so severe that it was as if the darkness could be felt and men gnawed their tongues for pain and because of the grievous sores upon them because their sins (verses 10-11) but still they repented not (Rev. 9:20-21). The sixth angel pours out his vial of wrath upon the Great River of Euphrates, which was the direction of the invaders of Babylon and Assyria back in the Old Testament. This was just God giving way for Rome to destroy itself with the rampant wickedness within the Empire itself (Prov. 5:22). They had become holden and captured by their own sins. The Spiritual battle at Har-Magedon is seen raging in its fullness as Satan summons his forces together from the four corners of the earth (Rev. 20:8-9)! He has these three unclean spirits like frogs working for him and with them he deceives the nations and fights against God! They probably represent “False Doctrine” (Matt. 15:8-9, I Tim. 4:1-3), Immorality (I John 2:15-17), and Materialism (Matt. 6:19-20). For with these three spirits of damnable demons Satan deceives the mass of man-kind (II Cor. 11:3, II Cor. 11:13-15, I Tim. 6:9-10). God always won victories over His enemies in the Valley of Esdraelon or Har-Magedon. This valley of Megiddo was well-known to the people of John’s day. The seventh angel pours out his vial into the air and the world succumbs to the judgments of God (Rev. 16:19). At this time Rome was the very epitome of the world with its evil demons and seductions that we have just mentioned above! No man could stand under the weight of the righteous judgment of God (John 12:48-49, II Cor. 5:10-11).


Synopsis of Chapter Seventeen

God pictures to John the judgment of the “great harlot” (the evil seductive world) so fitly represented and embodied in the Roman Empire! The whole earth has been corrupted by her idolatry and lasciviousness as she has through commerce, trade, and influence infected the whole world with the disease of sin and tyranny against God (I Cor. 15:33). The woman of seductive beauty that John sees surely in this period of time represented Rome deriving her power and glory from the Empire that she controlled and ruled over (Rev.17:18). She is called the Mother of Harlots as she gave birth to the sensuous wisdom and deception that Satan had planted in her bosom through sin and temptation (James 1:13-15). The Harlot was “drunk” (intoxicated) with the blood of saints which surely so fitly points to the atrocious crimes that Rome perpetrated against Christians. John has revealed the “mystery” (Verse 7) of the woman and the Beast who make war on the saints! This chapter surely shows that God is symbolically describing the nation of Rome and the city of Rome as the Headquarters from which evil crimes and persecution emanated! Domitian was a “type” of Nero in that he persecuted and killed the saints of God but to a more severe degree and over a wider geographical area than did Nero! He is probably the Beast from the abyss (Rev. 11:7) that was to make war with the saints and overcome them (kill them). But he was destined through his evil ways to be destroyed by his own evil and through the judgments of God. His persecution and slaughter of Christians reached over into Asia-minor. For a while the smaller nations under Rome’s control cooperated with Rome in persecution of the saints, but later they rise up in rebellion to Rome and her control. They ultimately participate in the judgments that bring Rome toppling from her perch of power (V.12-16). This evil city of John’s Day is identified in Verse 18 as the Harlot of Rome, the most powerful and prominent city in the world at that day.


Synopsis of Chapter Eighteen

God shows John the fall of Rome in descriptive detail in this great chapter of judgment! Rome has become so wicked and corrupt that it is said to be the “hold of every unclean and hateful bird”! This is another way of saying that sin and ungodliness was so prevalent there that this was “Robber’s Roost” (Rev. 9:20-21). Every nation on earth had been influenced by Rome financially and spiritually, and had been polluted by their association with this harlot! God was going to repay her double for her iniquities and untold damage that she fostered in the world she controlled. Every sinner is a two-time loser! He reaps the indescribable agony and torment of Hell for all eternity as well. This wicked nation had reveled in the beauty of her own glory and in pride had lifted herself up against God (Is. 14:12-15) and therefore had tasted defeat from the Lamb of God! Her judgments had come suddenly and unexpected when Rome was at the zenith of the power she exercised. God can bring any nation to abasement even at the height of its dominion (Dan. 4:32-37). The nations that traded and had waxed fat with riches were bewailing the loss of their spiritual harlot of evil, for they would have to look elsewhere for another market to peddle their goods. Rome had dealt in every kind of commerce from precious stones to costly garments of silk, etc. She had actually even reached to the state of degradation that they bartered with the souls of men (slave trade) with no remorse of regret for their ill treatment. She had no respect for the dignity of man being created in the Image of God (Gen. 1:26-28). Rome had lusted after, as had the whole world, the perishable goods of life to her own destruction (John 6:27). The great city, which was the capitol and pivotal point of the Empire and whole known world had collapsed by evil and had received God’s severe judgments in total! John sees the angel drop a great millstone into the depths of the Euphrates (sea) as the prophet of old also witnessed (Jer. 51:61-64) which depicted the fall of Babylon into the sea of society. The usual festivities and noise and excitement that accompanied the inhabitants of the “City of Sin” was heard no more. She has fallen by the mighty hand of God’s judgments upon her!


Synopsis of Chapter Nineteen

John now sees and hears heaven rejoicing and praising God for the great triumph that He has gained over Satan and his allies. The prayers of the saints have been heard and answered (Rev.6:9-11, Rev. 8:3-5). Rome had been destroyed forever never to rise again. Her power had failed her in the hour of conflict with the King of Kings (Rev.19:11-16). John sees the church glorified with Christ (Eph. 5:25-27) as she has remained faithful unto Christ and has prepared herself for the heavenly journey unto the city of God’s eternal love and light! John is privileged to see in vision the conquering Christ and His armies riding forth to complete and total victory over their adversaries. Christ uses His “scepter of righteousness” (Ps. 45:1-7, Rom. 1:16-17) as the means by which He rules the nations with power and authority and destroys His enemies as grapes squashed and drained of juice within the winepress. The everlasting Word (John 1:1-2) has now realized the victory over Rome and also all who have followed the Lamb! God calls to the vultures or birds to come gorge themselves upon the remains of the slain upon the field of battle (Ezek. 39:17-20). Actually when all is said and done those who bite and devour one another with sin, will end up being devoured (Gal. 5:15). The beast and the false prophet are cast into the Lake of fire!


Synopsis of Chapter Twenty

John now sees a spiritual overview of the conflict between the Lord and Satan as Christ through the vicarious death that He died for all men becomes the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all men (I John 2:1-2). He came down from God out of heaven (Phil. 2:5-9) that He might bind Satan (I John 3:8, Matt. 12:24-29, Luke 10:17-20). When He arose from the dead He had conquered Satan and He had the “keys of Death and Hades” (Rev. 1:17-18). Christ laid hold on the Dragon, so to speak, and shut him up into captivity so that his power to deceive the world was limited (II Tim. 4:1-3). But through the gospel of Christ every man can resist the Devil (Jam. 4:7-8) and draw nigh unto God (John 6:44-45). Those Christians who had been martyred for the cause of Christ are now resurrected into Paradise where they sit on thrones and the Devil can no longer reach them with temptation (on such the second death hath no power). These saints that lived for Christ are now experiencing the true joys and benefits of those who “die in the Lord” (Rev. 14:13). As long as these Christians would render faithful obedience to the gospel Satan would not have any “little season” in their life. But when they defected from Christ they became servants of Satan (Rom. 6:16-18, II Pet. 2:20-22). Before people obey the gospel of Christ after reaching accountability before God, Satan has his “little season” of sinful pleasure in their lives (Heb. 11:24-26). If they never obey the gospel they allow Satan to have his “little season” in their life unto the point of death. After death the pleasure ceases and the torment begins! Satan has many more followers than does Christ (Matt. 7:13-14) because most will not deny themselves and follow the leadership of Christ (Luke 9:23, I Pet. 2:9-12). Hence all of his followers all over the world which represent Gog and Magog (Verses 7-10) make war with the saints and seek every means and measure to cause them to fall from their own steadfastness (II Pet. 3:17). But just as the situation looks and seems obscure as far as victory for the saints is concerned, God intervenes with His Son from heaven, the wicked are punished (II Thess. 1:7-9), and the righteous are escorted into heaven (I Thess. 4:13-18). The white throne of judgment symbolizes the final day of time upon this earth as we all stand before God in judgment and all will declare to the glory of God the Father that Christ is Lord (Rom. 14:10-12). Death and Hades will have no need for existence after the judgment neither will there be a society of man-kind anymore. For the wicked will be cast into Hell-Fire (Rev. 21:8). All men will be judged righteously by the law under which they lived and were responsible unto God thereby (II Cor. 5:10-11). The Devil himself is cast into Hell along with his followers (Matt. 25:41).


Synopsis of Chapter Twenty One

John now beholds the glorious church at home with their God as he has abundantly blessed them with grace unto their salvation (Eph. 2:8-10). The new heaven and earth symbolize the spiritual government of Deity in heaven after judgment (I Cor. 15:24-28). The church is seen having intimate eye and ear contact with Jehovah God as he Himself reveals His face to them for the first time in all history of man-kind (Rev. 22:4, John 1:18). God shows John that there will be no more problems and tribulations such as they experienced upon the Earth. No more pain or sorrow or sickness or dying. But all things shall become new forever! In sharp contrast to the comfort and blessings of heaven John is told that the wicked who inhabit the lake of fire are tormented. They are classified into eight general groups of people. Those who are fearful, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, adulterers, sorcerers, idolaters, and liars! These shall not escape the damnation of God’s eternal vengeance (Rom. 2:1-9). John also sees the majestic beauty of God’s holy city (heaven) as she opens up her arms and welcomes the righteous of all ages. God Himself is their God and His glory lights the grand city of eternal love! This great city had twelve foundations (strength and security) with high walls of jasper. Each foundation was a precious stone and pointed to the glorious beauty of the Christian and the blessings that await him as a gift from God. The foundations of the city were garnished with every manner of precious stones, which symbolize the purity and holiness of God and His saints. The city was spacious enough to accommodate the righteous of all ages! There were twelve gates to the city and each was a pearl which merely means that the way unto heaven is abundant through abounding obedience unto the Lord and His Truth (John 14:6, Rev. 22:14). All nations of people who had followed the leadership of God throughout the ages were found there. And this was a city of righteousness (II Pet. 3:13). No abomination or Sin shall be found there (V.27). Perfect eternal security from the Devil and his angels is enjoyed there, for the gates to the city are never closed and thieves cannot break through nor steal (Matt. 6:19-20, Col. 3:1-2). God Himself is the temple there and the glorious light of God’s presence brightens forever more unto the perfect day of eternity this glorious home of the soul of the redeemed of God (Rev. 14:1-5)!


Synopsis of Chapter Twenty Two

John now pictures in vision the throne of God and the river of life which flows from out of throne! This simply means that God’s life-giving words (John 6:68, Matt. 4:4) come from God Himself and are the truest and purest words man will ever hear (Ps. 19:7-10, Ps. 12:6-7). John sees that the righteous are made whole by God’s words of life and truth that are found abundantly on the tree of life in Heaven. But now God has allowed men to be saved by grace through faith and they are reunited with God’s truthful fruit of everlasting life. The saints in heaven shall be privileged to see and behold God’s face which implies intimate association with God and the right to come near to his throne as the sea around it has disappeared for the righteous! John is told by the angel that these visions are faithful and true and certified by the faithful and true witness of God Jesus Christ the Lord (Rev. 1:5-7). God’s judgments upon Rome were imminent and “at hand” (Rev. 1:1-4). He declares to John that these judgments will come unexpectedly upon the wicked world of Rome. Each Christian needed to be busy working and being faithful in preparation for these judgments that come upon the face of the earth. John is forbidden to worship the angel that brings him these great visions of truth and prophecy as God only is to be worshiped and served (Rev. 4:8-11). John is told not to seal up the words of the Book of Prophecy which he has written and has been revealed unto him. These people of John’s day needed to know and understand the coming judgments of God upon sinful Rome! God said unto John that the time for judgments had arrived and that the evil-doer that persists in evil shall be punished and the righteous shall be rewarded with great and eternal blessings from the Lord God who reveals himself as the God of eternity who purposed the scheme of redemption for man through Christ, and would bring this purpose to its lawful conclusion when Christ comes again to judge the world according to each man and his deeds (I Pet. 1:17). God pronounces spiritual tribute unto those who “keep the sayings of this book” (Rev. 1:3, Rev. 2:7). But God also states that keeping His commandments was equal to doing His commands (Verse 14). For only those who give great diligence to obedience will have right to the tree of life which is in the midst of God’s garden of grace! Again He points out the purity of heaven when He states that “dogs” (people who live and act like beasts) and sorcerers, fornicators, and liars shall not be found in heaven but their eternal abode will be to be tormented by the Devil in Hell (Matt. 25:41, Rev. 20:10-15). Jesus Christ did assert His authority once more as being the Author of these visions and testimony (Gal. 1:10-12) and the Heir to the throne of David that God has raised from the dead to rule over the universe (Acts 2:29-36, Ps. 89:35-37). John now sees that it is the responsibility of the church to tell the world of God’s saving grace through Christ (I Tim. 3:15). God’s great invitation for salvation is free to all who will drink of the waters of life (John 4:14). Jesus Christ warns against perversion of His PURE and truthful word by adding to or taking from anything therein (Gal. 1:6-9, Deut. 4:2, Prov. 30:6). By tampering with God’s word man would only wrest and twist it to his own destruction (II Pet. 3:15-16). Christ now testifies of assurance that he will come again “quickly” or suddenly. This reference to His coming is surely witnessing the fact of His second coming (Heb. 9:28) to call all men from their tombs (John 5:28-29) and to judge the world in righteousness (Acts 17:30-31)! The faithful can truly with great anxiety look forward to the day of their redemption (I Cor. 15:24). To John’s word we add, “Amen, come quickly Lord Jesus”! The second coming of Christ is the next great event of God’s eternal calendar. Life is so short and the advent of Christ so certain and sure that it is also to be thought of as IMMINENT. Let us each live each day as if it were our last day before the judgment of Christ (Gal. 2:20). Surely through Jesus Christ God has given unto us grace all-sufficient. What need we more than Christ (Heb. 13:5-6, Phil. 4:13)?


Conclusion to the Book of Revelation
Introduction:
Anytime God’s people are having their faith tried and tested (I Pet. 1:3-9, Matt.5:10-12) they need to hold closer to God and His own faithful Word (Rev.3:3-5, Heb.13:5-6) for encouragement. This noble apocalypse was written to encourage the saints of John’s day (Rev.2:10, Rev. 22:14) to be faithful under every and all adversity! Since their Savior was the “ruler of the kings of the earth” (Rev. 1:5-7, Ps. 2:5-12), Caesar and Rome could only do what Christ allowed Satan to do and accomplish using them as his allies in his war against the saints (Rev. 12-13). This book was written to inform these great persistent saints that their deliverer was faithful (I Cor. 10:12-13) and that the King of Kings and Lord of Lords would triumph (Rev.19:11-15, I Tim. 6:15-16). Caesar would be able only to destroy their fleshly tabernacle (Matt. 10:28), but he was not able through persecution and slaughter to make a dent in their faith (I John 5:4). In like manner today, this great book of hope can instill in us the confidence and boldness to allow Christ to be magnified in our body, whether by life or death (Phil. 1:20-21). This book has a three-way application if it is understood correctly. Let us consider God’s marvelous wisdom (Eph.3:10-11, Matt. 16:18-19) as it is unfolded and revealed unto us in this inspired treatise!!!


Spiritual Conflict

The war that takes place in the “heavenly places” (Eph.6:12) is a spiritual conflict between God and Satan (I John 3:8). This great spiritual war is further described in this book (Rev. 12:7-11) as being between Michael and his angels (I Thess. 4:13-18) and the Devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41). The Devil and his troops lost to the Christ and the Lord conquered the Devil (Rev. 20:1-7, Matt. 12:24-29) and bound him through the gospel chain of righteousness (Rom. 1:16-17). When Christ arose from the dead (Rom. 1:4) having defeated Satan (Heb. 2:14-15), he had the “keys of death and Hades” and was now pre-eminent in all things (Rev. 1:17-18, Col. 1:18). Satan was cast down from his deceptive perch of power (Rev. 12:9) when Christ shed His precious and atoning blood for the redemption of men (Tit. 2:11-14, I Pet. 1:18-20). When the day of Pentecost arrived (Acts 2:1-5) for the first time ever men could be completely forgiven of their SINS (Luke 24:44-49, Acts 2:38). Christ was crowned God’s anointed victorious King after He arose from the dead (Acts 2:29-36) and began His reign over the worldly kingdoms of men, and over the church on Pentecost (Eph 4:15, Eph. 1:20-23). Christ did redeem through His blood (Col. 1:13-14) all those whom God translated into His Kingdom which included the obedient and faithful who lived from the beginning of time unto Pentecost which the Word of God refers to as “the spirits of just men made perfect” (Heb. 12:22-24, Gal. 4:4). Since the day of Pentecost, all who have and ever do obey the gospel of Christ (Acts 2:38, Rom. 10:9-10) have a “living hope” of heaven (I Pet. 1:3-4) provided they are cautious and careful enough to maintain good works (Tit. 3:8) that God authorizes with His Word (II Tim. 3:16-17, Col. 3:17), and repent and confess their faults unto God regularly (I John 1:7-10). God gives each Christian his daily allowance through His Word, prayer, and other blessings, the way of escape from every temptation. Only the faithful Christian enjoys this great promise (I John 3:22).


Satan seeks to entice men to commit sin through his various devices of deception (II Cor. 2:11). He seeks to cause men through temptation to live themselves up in pride against God and His word (I Tim. 3:6, Is. 12:14-16). He seeks to get men to “lay ... up ... treasures upon the earth” (Matt. 6:19-21) and in the end die spiritually poor and lose their souls (Matt. 16:24-26). He also seeks to cause men through enticements to satisfy their fleshly appetites in an unlawful manner (Eph. 2:1-3, Gal. 5:19-21). But God through the gospel informs men that He knew in advance Satan’s battle plan (I John 2:15-17) and warns us against following after Satan (John 8:44). He makes plain in His inspired Word where the Devil and his angels are going to end up (Matt. 25:41) and all those who pattern their lives after the adversary of God and man (Rev. 21:8). But even though Satan causes many saints to be martyred (Rev. 6:9-11, Acts 12:1-2, Rev. 2:13), these Saints will end up in victory (Rev.20:4-6). This war has raged continually and ferociously since Pentecost and in our present world we are not immune (Gal. 1:3-4). Satan has introduced unto men his “doctrines of demons” (I Tim. 4:1-3) and his perversions of the beloved gospel of Christ (Gal. 1:6-9) and has thereby deceived most of the population of today (Matt. 7:13-14). Man-made denominations have sprung up in this land just as image-worship sprang up in the Roman Empire (Rev. 13:15-18, Matt.15:8-9, 13). Even though Satan is not using physical persecution as he did in the first century church to seek to shake the Kingdom of God (Heb. 12:28, Acts 8:1-3, Rev. 2:10, Rom. 8:35-39) he is still seeking to cause Christians to betray the Lord (Luke 22:22, Heb. 6:4-6, II Pet. 2:20-22). Satan as leader in the forces of Evil (Rev. 20:8-10) is seeking to destroy God’s people today in the spiritual battle of Har-Magedon (Rev. 16:13-16). But just like in any war the victor may lose a few battles (Rom. 3:23), God and the faithful will win the War (Rev. 20:8-15). Christ made many claims of His deity which were tried and tested (Rev.1:4, John 2:19, Matt. 28:18-20) and He was found to be God’s “faithful and true witness” (Rev. 3:14). Christ stated that His church would stand against the “gates of Hades” also (Matt. 16:18-19). This claim was tested and proven to be true when Christ arose from the dead (I Cor. 1:12-22) and when faithful saints were willing to die for the Lord and His testimony (Rev. 12:11). Satan was not able to destroy God's church through physical persecution or deception (Rom. 8:1-2, 35-39). Rome has perished and fallen (Rev. 17:1-5, 18), but the Kingdom of God still stands and is continuing to grow (Matt. 13:31-32). This great Book was penned by God through John to let these first century Christians know and understand that the war between themselves and Satan would be won by the Lord and His saints. The omnipotent power of Christ and His Word and church is revealed throughout the pages of this book, and the restraining and destroying authority of Christ over the nations of the world, for the benefit of His saints. What need I fear, when thou are near, and thinkest Lord of me as the words of the song so fitly express (Ps.23, Heb. 13:5-6).


The great harlot “Babylon the great” is surely representative of the entirety of the evil world of lust, sin, and pride (I John 2:15-17). Paul is cognizant of the use of the comprehensive evil world (Gal. 1:3-4).


In John’s day the great beast was Rome as contrasted to Babylon that once ruled the world (Rev.17:18). And the harlot which rode upon the beast was Rome the capital city where Emperors lived and ruled (Rev. 17:1-6).


First Century Application

This book has great meaning and significance to the people of John’s day and the early Christians of the first century for they were being martyred and persecuted for cause of Christ (I Pet. 4:14-16). The “great red dragon” of Chapter 12 (Verses 3,9) had solicited the help of the Roman hierarchy in an effort to completely destroy the cause of the Lord and stamp out Christians from upon the earth (Dan.7:7-28). The beast with seven heads and ten horns of Chapter 13 (Verses 1-7) is symbolic of the ferocious warring Roman Empire! From within the Empire arose false religion of every kind and sort, and in the first century Emperor worship was very prominent (Rev. 19:20-21). Roman Emperors seeking glory and fame literally commanded the occupants of Roman dominion to pay homage and adoration unto them as Deity or God (Is. 14:12-16, Dan. 3:1-6) just as the Kings of Babylon did in the long ago. Those Christians who did refuse to worship the Emperor as God, were killed or persecuted and discriminated against. But those who remained faithful even unto the “point of death” (Rev. 2:10) were resurrected unto Paradise at the point of martyrdom or death (Rev. 20:4-6). The Devil was able to use human governments in his fight against Christ and the glorious church that belongs to him (Rev. 13:1-6, Rev. 17:14-17). But the most powerful army and nation in the world could not destroy the Kingdom of God’s dear Son (Col.1:13-14; Heb. 12:28, Ex.15:1-19). Just as God freed his people from Egyptian bondage and broke the power of Pharaoh the mightiest monarch on the earth at that time, so also God’s power brought about the downfall of Roman persecution (Rev. 18:21-24). God used many judgements to destroy Rome and weaken this great nation of influence and power world-wide! He used judgements which nature furnished as God through his arm of vengeance sought to bring sinful men to repentance and at the same time allow His church to be tried and tested! The 8th and 9th chapters of Revelation manifest these great judgements of God. But sinful and wicked men ignored God’s trumpets of warning to their own downfall. Sin speedily crept across the Roman Empire as a scourge of unmerciful locusts as Satan sought to bind the world and make them holden with the chords of their own sins (Prov. 5:22, Rev. 9:1-21). God sealed His people (Rev. 7:1-8, Rev. 14:1-5) against the judgements that He brought upon the wicked Roman world (Chapter 16). Today Rome is long gone, but God’s Kingdom which is the church of Christ is ever growing and prospering (Matt. 16:18-19, Matt 13:31-32). Jesus Christ did indeed come quickly and unexpectedly in judgements upon Rome through His many and effective means of judging a nation and Rome was no match for the Christ!


General Application

Not only in the first century did Satan use human leaders of the “powers that be” (Rom. 13:1-6) to accomplish his purposes. Satan will seek to destroy Christ and His church until the end of the world arrives (I Cor. 15:24-28). The beast with seven heads and ten horns could easily represent any and all worldly nations or powers that seek to rise up in rebellion unto Christ and His great and worthy cause (worldly powers in general). Of course, the land beast of Chapter 13:11-18 is representative of all and every false religion which Satan has erected through the doctrines and commandments of men (Matt. 15:8-9). Any and every religion and their teaching that is not of God (II John 9) is enmity against God (Rom. 8:5-8). Wherever Satan can seize through lust and temptation worldly leaders to fulfill his evil purposes (I Pet. 5:8), he will do so (James 1:13-15). Christ rules the nations with a rod of iron (Rev. 12:5, Ps.9-12) and as His providence so rules this globe He destroys nations and builds them up for the good of His saints. (Rev. 1:5-7). Throughout history God has brought judgements upon nations through the forces of nature such as famines, earthquakes, storms, floods, droughts, plagues, tornadoes, hurricanes, etc. God has established nature as source of ways to benefit man upon the earth, as well as He can use them for exercising discipline and correction unto man upon the earth (Ps. 148:1-14). There have been great sea disasters as well as land disasters, all which should serve to point out to men the greatness of God, and the brevity of life. It is God’s desire to see all men come to the point of repentance (II Pet. 3:9). For this cause God sent His Son, the Gospel, and the church for man’s salvation. But God also flexes His spiritual muscles from heaven as He judges men through His laws of nature. He established these forces in order that He might rule the world through providence (I Pet. 3:22, Eph. 1:2-23). Just as this great book declares men will most of the time ignore these warnings from God and continue living in and enjoying the sensual desires of men and commit sin and revel in it (Rev. 9:20-21). But this great book also shows that when the end of the world comes and the Lord returns He will destroy this physical world and political kingdoms of men (II Pet. 3:10-15). The false religions of the world will be destroyed also (Matt. 15:13, II Thess. 2:9-12). Only those who are counted by God as faithful will be in the Kingdom of Christ that He delivers to God the Father (II Pet. 1:5-11, I Cor. 15:24-28). In view of this, may every man and woman, boy and girl upon this earth have the wisdom to build their life on Christ Jesus (Matt. 7:24-27). Those who do not will meet with God’s vehement vengeance when Christ comes again (II Thess. 1:7-9). The Devil and his rotten host (Matt. 25:41) will be the constant companion of those in Hell for all eternity (Rev. 21:8).


Specific Application

Just what does this great book of God’s knowledge and wisdom mean to people of our day? Does this book have a specific bearing on our lives in Christ Jesus now? Certainly until the end of time God also will use or allow the governments of men (Rom. 13:1-6) to be His minister to execute wrath on evil-doers and accomplish His objectives such as praising the good! To accomplish this, every Christian is commanded by God to pay his taxes and support his government (Verse 7). Sometimes, however, even human government passes laws which could and would affect the Christian and his faithful service to God! In such a case (Acts 5:29) we must obey God rather than man. For example, suppose the U.S. passed laws that would demand that women could be preachers which would contradict the law of Christ (I Tim. 2:12). In that sense Satan, through evil men that would introduce such a law, would have deceived them and used them as puppets (Luke 22:31). Of course, faithful Christians and churches of Christ could not allow such in the pulpits or else stand condemned by God’s word at the judgement (John 12:48-49). Every government today stands opposed to the Lord’s cause for the only holy nation on this earth is the Lord’s church (I Pet. 2:9-12). And God looks at every nation in the world as a heathen nation as far as His providence is concerned. In every nation on earth God is continually warning the citizens thereof to repent of their sins and obey His Son (Prov. 14:34, Acts 3:19). He does this through the preaching, teaching, and living of His godly people upon the earth (I Tim. 3:15, Matt 5:13-16). But also He works through nature as His minister to motivate men to repent. Disasters such as earthquakes, famines, droughts, storms, lightning, and thunder all display the omnipotence of God over man. God can, with His breath, cause frost to form, cold wintry snows to paralyze man and his hustling bustling civilization (Job 38:26-30, Job 37:1-10). Look at these great events in light of our awesome winters recently and hot droughts in Texas where many died in the wake of such disasters! Look at the floods and the earthquakes also!


God is continually sending trumpet warnings and judgements upon the U.S. and every nation on the earth warning the occupants on the earth and their governments to repent and turn to God in faithful loving obedience (Rev. 9:20-21, Rev 8:6-13). How many great plane disasters and shipping calamities take place on the sea and in the air? Could not and should not these all indicate unto man that he is here temporarily and that death is certain and sure, but uncertain as to when it will occur? In every nation today there can be found some Christians (Is. 2:2-4, Acts 10:34-35). In that nation for the good of the Christian God continues to pour out His judgments upon those who oppress His saints whether physically through persecution and death, or through ridicule and more subtle temptations such as riches or pride. But in every nation where Christians dwell, they shall enjoy victory in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:35-39). Nations still rise and fall today as back in the Old Testament (Jer. 18:7-10). Let us consequentially since God rules in the affairs of men and manipulates the governments of men for the good of the world (I Tim. 2:1-4). Let us pray that God’s Word has free-course in the minds of men everywhere (II Thess. 3:1-5). Let us seek to be the best example to every fellow human being on earth that we can be (Phil. 2:12-15), to lead them to the Lord by teaching and influence (I Pet. 2:9-12). Satan is the father and author of sin and all its consequences (I John 3:8, John 8:44, Eph. 2:1-3). But God is able to control Satan by His Son (Heb. 2:14-15) and all those who obey the gospel of Christ and remain faithful to God need not fear Satan and his fiery darts of deception (Eph. 6:10-18). Through the gospel of Christ, the Lord can bind Satan for your benefit and give you complete ability and protection against him and his temptations (I Cor. 10:12-13). Specifically, let us be Christians first (Matt. 6:33), and citizens of the U.S. second (Rom. 12:17, Rom. 13:1-6, I Pet. 2:13-17)! Let us not fear Russia or the atomic holocaust that some say may come, or invaders from Mars, but let us be confident that we serve the Lord Jesus Christ, who rules beings on other planets if such there be (Acts 17:22-29), and rules the governments of men for the sole benefit of His saints (Dan. 4:17, I Tim. 2:1-4, Rev. 1:5-7, Rev. 19:11-16). We serve the Creator who made all things visible or invisible (Rom. 1:20, Col. 1:15- 17). He created atomic energy, gravity, electricity, and magnetic energy! But even if we are killed by such devices of men’s evil uses, we are assured of a home in heaven with the Lord (Rev. 14:13).


Let me close with this particular statement if I may. Let all Christians be diligent to present themselves to Christ without spot or blemish or any such thing (II Pet. 3:10-15, Eph. 5:25-27, James 1:27). In so doing they will influence others to obey the Lord and be a peace-maker in this world for the Lord (Matt. 5:8-9). All authority both in heaven and on earth belongs to Christ. Let us serve Him faithfully and seek and save the lost through His everlasting gospel (Luke 19:10, Rom. 1:16-17, Rev. 14:1-6). “Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have the right to come to the tree of life, and may enter in by the gates into the city” (Rev. 22:14, I Pet. 1:3-9, II Pet. 1:5-11, Matt. 7:21-23, Matt. 25:23)!

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON

INTRODUCTION

A.
People are frightened out of their wits by false teachers dealing with the Battle of Armageddon who were not prepared to do so.



1.
No time more capitalized on more than today.



2.
Hal Lindsey's – “Late Great Planet Earth”


B.
Capsule view of Armageddon in Lindsey's book.



1.
Lindsey says in our own generation a confederation of Arab nations will arise under the leadership of Egypt. It will arise and invade Israel.



2.
He then says Russia will hear of it and mobilize her forces and rush into Palestine and overthrow the Arab confederation.



3.
Then Russia will set up headquarters in Palestine on Mount Moriah and begin to rule from there.



4.
Meanwhile a confederation of ten European nations (European Common Market) under a dictator (reminiscent of Adolph Hitler) will begin to mobilize forces in that part of the world.



5.
Lindsey then says at this time the Chinese Communists, some 200 million strong, will begin to mobilize forces in their part of the world.



6.
The confederation of European powers under the dictator, Lindsey says, is the ANTI-CHRIST of the Bible and they will move into Palestine and completely destroy the Russians.



7.
By that time the Red Chinese have moved nearer.



8.
In the northwest corner of Palestine, on the Plain of Megiddo, the European forces under the anti-Christ and the Red Chinese, some 200 million strong, will meet in this great conflict known in Revelation (claims Lindsey) as the Battle of Armageddon.



9.
He claims that it will be the world’s greatest bloodbath.



10.
Blood to be as deep as the horse’s bridle within a 200 mile radius of Jerusalem and the Megiddo area.



11.
As the conflict begins to spread out the great major cities of the world, Paris, London, New York, Chicago, and San Francisco will all be destroyed.



12.
This great nuclear battle would annihilate the entire human race, if it were not for the miraculous appearance of Christ, who will come upon the stage of action and establish His Millennial Kingdom and thus defeat all of these alien forces.


C.
FALSE TEACHERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY HAVE THE SAME DOCTRINE (they may differ from point to point but are very similar).


D.
ENTIRE ARMAGEDDON PHENOMENON IS BASED ON THE FALSE DOCTRINE OF PREMILLENNIALISM.


E.
IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS THE TRUTH OF ARMAGEDDON WE MUST LOOK AT THE WHOLE DOCTRINE AND COMPARE IT TO THE WORD OF GOD.

I.
TEN SEQUENTIAL EVENTS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE PREMILLENNIAL POSITION.


A.
At the first coming of Christ He arrived on this earth for the purpose of setting up His kingdom but was rejected by the Jews and, therefore, postponed the setting up or establishment of His kingdom.


B.
Instead of establishing the kingdom, Christ established the church as sort of an emergency measure to occupy the interim in between the time He ascended back to heaven and the time He shall return again (THE GREAT PARENTHESIS: spare tire measure).


C.
There is an interval between the time Christ went back to heaven and the time when He shall come again. This is known in Matthew 25 as the Bridegroom tarrying or THE INTERVAL PERIOD.


D.
The Jews are to be re-gathered to Palestine where the Old Testament economy will be re-established, the temple will be rebuilt, the Law of Moses will once again be reinstated and the throne of David will be established in the city of Jerusalem (they say this actually began to come to pass in 1948 when David Ben-Gurion established Israel as a separate and independent nation). At this time God begins to fulfill His promises to Abraham which were never fulfilled in the Old Testament.


E.
THE RAPTURE – One of these days, real soon, within our own generation probably, Christ is going to silently and invisibly come. He will raise only the righteous from the dead and all of the righteous who are alive will mysteriously disappear and be taken to Heaven.


F.
Immediately following the Rapture will be the PERIOD OF TRIBULATION. The TRIBULATION period is alleged to last for seven years. The first 3½ years of this will be a period of unprecedented evangelism among the Jews. According to Revelation 7 there will be 144,000 Jewish preachers who will go out and convert many multitudes of Jews and Gentiles alike. Also during the first 3½ years the temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem and the Mosaic system will be established. The last 3½ years of the tribulation period will be a time of bloody persecution with such horrors as the world has never seen before nor indeed will ever see again. AT THE END OF THIS SEVEN YEAR PERIOD OF TRIBULATION WILL BE THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON AT WHICH TIME CHRIST WILL APPEAR, FIGHT THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON, OVERTHROW ALL OF HIS ENEMIES AND THIS GREAT BLOODY CONFLICT STARTING FROM NORTHERN PALESTINE WILL BRANCH OUT INTO ALL THE WORLD WHEN CHRIST WINS THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON. THIS BRINGS TO A START CHRIST'S MILLENNIAL KINGDOM.


G.
CHRIST'S MILLENNIAL KINGDOM – Christ is to allegedly sit down on David's throne in the city of Jerusalem where He is to reign for a period of 1,000 literal years. During this time Satan will be bound. It will be a period of universal peace and righteousness. Literally the ox and the lion will eat together and all of these beasts who have been natural enemies will enjoy the companionship and fellowship with one another. At the end of this 1,000 year reign the Devil will be released from the pit where he has been cast.


H.
Once again there will be A LITTLE SEASON OF PERSECUTION.


I.
After this little season ETERNITY WILL BEGIN – all will be over.

II.
LET US CONSIDER EACH OF THESE POINTS IN TURN AND COMPARE THEM WITH THE BIBLE


A.
CHRIST'S REJECTION BY THE JEWS WAS A SURPRISE TO GOD.



1.
Says that God was unaware that the Jews were going to reject Christ.



2.
Implies that Christ came but was also surprised.




a.
Amounts to infidelity when compared to the scriptures.




b.
Isaiah 53 and Psalms 22 show that what happened is exactly what God intended to happen.




c.
In John 12:37-38, Jesus quotes Isaiah 53:1 and says He fulfills it.



3.
Says that Christ did not set up His kingdom.




a.
New Birth–John 3:3-5 – If a man is born of water and of the spirit he is in the kingdom.




b.
Mark 9:1 – Jesus said that some of those living then would still be alive physically when the kingdom was established.




c.
Colossians 1:13 – Paul says he and others “transferred us to the kingdom”




d.
Revelation 1:6,9 – Partakers with them in kingdom of God.


B.
THE CHURCH WAS AN ALTERNATE PLAN FOR THE KINGDOM.


1.
Ephesians 3:10-11 – The church according to God's eternal purpose.


C.
NONE WOULD DENY THE INTERVAL – CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN.

D.
PROMISES TO ABRAHAM NOT FULFILLED IN JEWS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.



1.
Joshua 21:43, 45 – “So the Lord gave Israel ALL the land which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they possessed it and lived in it ... Not one of the good promises which the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed; all came to pass.”


E.
RAPTURE


1.
I Thessalonians 4 allegedly gives Biblical support to the doctrine of the RAPTURE.




a.
Theory suggests that Christ will come invisibly and silently at the beginning of the TRIBULATION.




b.
The saints will just disappear into thin air to be with the Lord.



2.
I Thessalonians 4:16 – Does it teach this?




a.
harpagesometha is the Greek word “caught up” from which the Latin word is similar to our English word RAPTURE.



3.
The Lord Himself will personally appear in visible form. See II Thessalonians 1:7




a.
Noisiest verse in the Bible.





(1)
WITH A SHOUT





(2)
WITH THE VOICE OF AN ARCHANGEL





(3)
WITH THE TRUMP OF GOD



4.
II Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.”



5.
I Thessalonians 4:17 – “Always be with the Lord”. No passage ever taught that Christ would set foot literally on this earth again, especially when compared to John 18:36.


F.
PERIOD OF TRIBULATION (Their authority is Matthew 24)



1.
Matthew 24 is misunderstood today, even by many Christians.



2.
Matthew 24:15-21 – Premillennialists say has reference to period of TRIBULATION & ANTI-CHRIST.



3.
ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION in verse 15




a.
Not referring to one person (Anti-Christ).




b.
Refers to Roman army destroying Jerusalem in 70 A.D.





(1)
How do we know this?





(2)
Luke 21:20 – Jesus' own statement. NOT DICTATOR OR ANTI-CHRIST, BUT THE ROMAN ARMY WHICH CAME UPON JERUSALEM BECAUSE OF THE JEWS REJECTING JESUS AS MESSIAH.



4.
Does not common sense tell us that someone on the housetop to stay there and go from housetop to housetop to get out of the city is referring to a local situation of old times?



5.
Matthew 24:34 – DRAW A CIRCLE AROUND THIS VERSE IN YOUR BIBLE.




a.
Some of those living would not die before this scene would take place (Mark 9:1).




b.
Josephus, a non-Christian wrote concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, “Accordingly the multitude of those that therein perished exceeded all that either men or God had ever brought upon the world.”




c.
There has never been a human catastrophe so horrible as the DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM.





(1)
Josephus says that during the final period (months) of the siege of Jerusalem's destruction including the overthrow of the city that there were 1,100,000 Jews killed brutally and unmercifully.





(2)
At Hiroshima only 150,000 were killed and/or wounded. Nine times less severe than the destruction of Jerusalem.





(3)
Don't be drawn away by people trying to capitalize on fear.

III.
THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON (Revelation 16:12-21; 19:11-21)


A.
THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION MUST BE UNDERSTOOD.



1.
Designed to encourage persecuted Christians of the first century.



2.
Christians who saw their fellow Christians slaughtered, burned alive, crucified, sown up in animal skins and thrown to wild beasts.



3.
It appeared to the early Christians as if the Christian system would go down the drain and be destroyed literally.



4.
Revelation was written to show early Christians that they would be victorious and that the cause of Christ would triumph over every power of the earth and hell and that nothing would be able to squelch the cause of the Lord.



5.
F.F. Bruce says, “The Book of Revelation, or as it may well be called, the Book of Triumph of Christ, was composed and sent to the Seven Churches of the Roman Province of Asia at some point between 69 and 96 A.D. to encourage them and their fellow Christians everywhere with the assurance that despite all the forces marshaled against them victory would be theirs IF they would remain loyal to Christ”



6.
IF YOU WILL OVERCOME – YOU CAN COME OVER AND BE WITH GOD.



a.
2:7 – Ephesus




b.
2:11 – Smyrna




c.
2:17 – Pergamum




d.
2:25 – Thyatira




e.
3:5 – Sardis




f.
3:12 – Philadelphia




g.
3:2 – Laodicea



7.
Language of Revelation: SIGNS ... SYMBOLS ... PICTURES




a.
Show the infant church that they would have much persecution.




b.
The saints must persevere by faith, overcoming these trials.




c.
Christ would ultimately be victorious over all of His enemies.




d.
INTRODUCTION: SIGNIFIED — Why symbols?





(1)
To REVEAL to the disciples





(2)
To CONCEAL from spiritually dull (Matthew 13:10-15) – Parables




e.
TRUTHS would be grasped by disciples and yet the victory and overthrow of their persecutors was hidden from the heathen.





(1)
Would not the heathen Romans have persecuted them worse if they had caught the Christians circulating a document predicting their downfall?


B.
REVELATION 16:13-16


1.
Verse 13 – “And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits, as it were frogs.”




a.
“Coming” in KJV is not in original language – he saw them each at work.




b.
Out of the mouth of the:





(1)
Dragon had emitted a river of lies which swallowed the earth (12:15ff)





(2)
Beast — great pretenses and blasphemies (13:5)





(3)
False Prophet — Seductive propaganda, enticing the world to accept the practice of Caesar worship (13:14-17)




c.
Frogs used in Exodus 8:1-14 of plague on Egypt; Psalms 78:45; 105:30 in association with plagues. Frogs are thought of as unclean, a nuisance and an aggravation. From such a source these three came.



2.
Verse 14 – Three unclean spirits gather together the kings for battle




a.
In the context there is nothing of the battle taking place mentioned.




b.
It simply states the kings are gathered together for the battle. Gathered together and brought to Har-Magedon.




c.
The battle of that day is not described as being fought until the nineteenth chapter, even there the battle itself is not described, only the results are given (verses 19-21). “The Great Day of the Lord” is a day of judgment, but not the final judgment, for there will be no battle fought at that time — all will end.



3.
Verse 15 – Like a thief. Not the end of time because of 1:1; 22:6 and 1:3; 22:10. Must always be prepared for His judgments upon mankind.



4.
Verse 16 – HAR-MAGEDON (PLAIN OF MEGIDDO) – Many decisive battles fought here in Old Testament times.




a.
Deborah and Barak overthrew the forces of Sisera here (Judges 4,5).




b.
Josiah and Ahaziah were overthrown and slain (II Kings 9:27).




c.
Because of all of the famous battles fought at Megiddo in the Old Testament the name MEGIDDO became a synonym for a DECISIVE AND VICTORIOUS CONQUEST.




d.
A SYMBOL similar to HINNOM (in the Old Testament). [The word “Hinnom” is not used in the NT; OT only. The word in the New Testament is Gehenna.]





(1)
Parallel to the Valley of Hinnom where the god Molech was worshiped in Old Testament days and many children had been sacrificed there — a place of crying and anguish.





(2)
Later became the city dump where the trash of the city burned continually.





(3)
Jesus used Hinnom as a synonym of HELL (Gehenna takes its rise from Hinnom).



5.
As Hinnom became a synonym for eternal suffering and fires of Hell, Megiddo, or Armageddon, became a synonym for VICTORY AND DECISIVE CONFLICT AND BECAME A SYMBOL OF CHRIST'S GREAT AND DECISIVE OVERCOMING OF ALL EVIL.


C.
NOT A LITERAL BATTLE — fought with literal bombs, bullets and blood.



1.
Not literal language.



2.
Frogs not brought out literally by pre-millennialist — WHY NOT? — Because it is figurative language.



3.
Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet are symbolic of all who gather together against Christ and His forces.




a.
Satan
Dragon




b.
Rome
Beast




c.
False Teacher
False Prophet


D.
BATTLE FOUGHT (Revelation 19:11-21)



1.
NOTE: “Judge” and “Make war” are connected together to show that Armageddon and judgment come hand in hand.



2.
God's judgment against the forces of evil brings victory for the faithful.



3.
19:12-13 – Jesus pictured as leading this army (WORD – John 1:1-14)



4.
19:14 – White horses ever symbolic of VICTORY.



5.
19:15-16 – Sharp sword smote nations (WORD OF GOD – II Thessalonians 2:8).



6.
The picture symbolizes a divine judgment and a spiritual war directed from Heaven, led by a Heavenly warrior-king. It is fought by a host of pure and faithful warriors, whose citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20) and whose names are written there (Luke 10:20). The faithful saints of God. (Hailey – page 385)

CONCLUSION

The BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON is not a literal carnal warfare but was the spiritual battle between Satan's forces and the forces of Christ and the decisive victory that Christ would have in the end.


Not any need to be frightened by men today proclaiming pre-millennialist doctrine. It is just not a Bible doctrine.
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