ROMANS

LESSON ONE – INTRODUCTION
AUTHOR

In the very first sentence of this epistle we have the only confirmation we need in regard to who is the author of this letter.  The Holy Spirit without debate declares that the apostle Paul is the author; Paul a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God – Rom. 1:1. There is very little controversy among scholars concerning who is the author of Romans. The epistle is accepted as authentic and it was quoted by Clement of Rome in the first century and by many others who followed him during the second century. It seems that Tertius was of service to Paul when it came to actually writing the letter – Rom. 16:22.  

Paul was born and raised in Tarsus of Cilicia which is one of the great learning centers of the eastern world – Acts 22:3. Paul’s parents were Jews who possessed Roman citizenship and as a result he was both a Roman citizen and a Jew.  As is typical with males who are Jews Paul learned a manual trade.  He was a tent maker – Acts 18:3.  Paul studied under Gamaliel in Jerusalem where he excelled in his studies and was found blameless by the Law – Gal. 1:14; Phil. 3:6. After zealously persecuting Christians, Jesus Christ manifested himself to him on the road to Damascus – Acts 9:1-16. He obeyed the gospel – Acts 22:16 and became the apostle to the Gentiles.
DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING 
When Paul wrote this epistle to the saints in Rome – Rom. 1:7 – he was addressing brethren whom he had not met, even though it had always been his desire to come to Rome he had always been hindered in doing so. This letter seems to some to take the place of his personal visit.
Paul seems to have written the letter from Corinth near the end of his third missionary journey which began about 54 AD and ended somewhere around 58 AD.  Most seem to agree the time of this writing is either at the end of 57AD or in the early spring of 58 AD. Paul suggests his location when he wrote Romans by his commendation of Phoebe, who accompanied his letter to Rome. Phoebe was a servant in the church at Cenchrea, which was a port city of Corinth – Rom. 16:1-2.   Paul also extended greetings from Gaius – Rom. 16:23 – who was baptized in Corinth – 1 Cor. 1:14 and Erastus who was chamberlain of “the city” Rom. 16:23 which suggests the prominent city in the area which was Corinth. Based on this strong evidence it seems quite certain that the epistle was written from Corinth by Paul in the spring of 58 AD.
PURPOSE
In the Acts of the apostles were are told what we must do in order to be justified and now in Paul’s epistle to the Romans we are told how we are to be justified and why we are in need of that justification – our problem with sin. Paul explains that justification was not by the Law of Moses but rather it is by faith.

This epistle of Paul was designed to take the place of an intended but deferred visit – Rom. 1:11-13.This epistle serves that purpose but also serves as a letter of personal introduction.  Paul begins this epistle by thanking them for their faith – Rom. 1:8. It also is used as a means to teach and instruct the Christians in Rome how they should conduct themselves  In this epistle Paul not only gives instruction but he also makes requests for the prayers of the brethren in Rome on his behalf – Rom. 15:30-32 as he teaches and preaches the gospel.
THEME
The theme of Paul’s letter to his brethren in Rome is very clear and pointed as he sets it is forth in Rom. 1:16-17. Paul boldly declares he is not ashamed of the gospel and he is willing to make its power known to all men. The gospel which means good news is the power of God to save all. Paul quickly points out the need for the gospel in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles since they are sinners and separated from the grace of God.  All who will be saved must be saved by the powerful message of the gospel that explains how this process of justification takes place.
OUTLINE OF ROMANS

I. Introduction 1:1-17
A. Salutation vs. 1-7

B. The interest of Paul in the Christians at Rome

C. Theme of the letter – 1:16-17
II. Doctrinal Instructions 1:18-11:36
A. Justification by faith – 1:18-5:21

1. The universal need for righteousness – 1:18-3:20

2. The divine method of provision – 3:21-31

3. The proof from the scripture – 4:1-25

4. The blessed results – 5:1-11

5. The universal application – 5:12-21

B. The life of believers – 6:1-8:39
1. Dead to sin and alive to God – 6:1-14

2. Free from sin and servants of righteousness – 6:15-23
3. Free from law and united with Christ – 7:1-6
4. The inward struggle – 7:7-25
5. Life in the spirit – 8:1-17
6. Patience in suffering – 8:18-30
7. The assurance of salvation – 8:31-39
C. The problem of Israel’s rejection – 9:1 – 11:36
1. The rejection of Israel is not complete – 9:1-29

2. The rejection of Israel is not arbitrary – 9:30-10:21
3. The rejection of Israel is not final – 11:1-36
III. Practical Exhortations 12:1 – 15:13
A. As members of the church – 12:1-21

1. The appeal to consecration – vs. 1-2

2. The exercise of gifts – vs. 3-8

3. The manifestation of love – vs. 9-21

B. As citizens of the state – 13:1-14
1. Civil duties vs. 1-7

2. Principle of love vs. 8-10
3. Hope – vs. 11-14
C. Questions of conscience – 14:1 – 15:3
1. Do not judge others – vs. 14:1-12

2. Do not tempt others – 14:13-23  
3. Follow the example of Christ – 15:1-13
IV. Conclusion 15:14 – 16:27
A. Paul’s reason for writing – 15:14-21

B. Paul’s personal plans – 15:22-23
C. The commendation of Phoebe – 16:1-2
D. Paul’s greetings to the Romans – 16:3-16
E. Warning against false teachers – 16:17-20
F. Greetings from Paul’s companions – 16:21-23
G. The doxology – 16:25-27
Summary of the Roman Epistle – 
Chapter 1 – Gentiles guilty of sin

Chapter 2 – Jews guilty of sin

Chapter 3 – All are guilty of sin; God provides salvation

Chapter 4 – Justification by grace through faith

Chapter 5 – Comparison of Adam and Christ

Chapter 6 – Faith requires a change in life – dead to sin, alive to God

Chapter 7 – Freedom in Christ vs. bondage to the Law

Chapter 8 – Walking by the flesh vs. walking by the Spirit

Chapter 9 – Did God reject Israel?

Chapter 10 – Rejection is the result of unbelief – Acceptance is the result of faith

Chapter 11 – Israel’s fall

Chapter 12 – Being a living sacrifice

Chapter 13 – Duties to our civil government

Chapter 14 – Matters of indifference and our conscience

Chapter 15 – Following Christ

Chapter 16 – Closing and salutation
TEXT LESSON #1– Romans 1:1-17
Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God 2 which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, 6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers, 10 making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established-- 12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles. 14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."  

COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 1 - 1:1-17
In his introductory remarks Paul immediately identifies himself as a servant of God and an apostle one who has been set apart to advance the gospel. These opening statements were made necessary because of those who attempted to discredit Paul by questioning the validity of his authority as an apostle.  Paul’s mention of the gospel in his first sentence sets the tone for the rest of the letter as he describes the gospel as God’s power unto salvation which is a basic theme that threads through the letter.
The gospel is certified by the fact it had long before been promised by the O.T. prophets – Rom.1:2; 1 Pet. 1:9-12. This fact should have been very meaningful especially to the Jews. One such prophecy in the O.T. specifically indicated that the Messiah would be born of the lineage of David – 2 Sam. 7:12-17.  That Christ is of the fleshy seed of David is confirmed to be true but his resurrection proved him to be far more than the seed of David; it verified his claims to be the Son of God.  A fact that was powerfully confirmed by his resurrection – Rom.1:4.
Paul declares that he and the other apostles had been made apostles to achieve a certain goal – obedience among all nations. By the grace and authority of Christ the apostles had been commissioned to act as his agents in effecting faith that produces obedience – Rom. 16:26. 

Romans stresses salvation by faith, but the faith of which Paul speaks is faith that leads to obedience – Gal. 5:6, not faith alone – James 2:24.   It is a grievous error to use the book of Romans to teach salvation by faith alone (without obedience) when at the very beginning of the letter; Paul affirms that his preaching was designed to produce faith and obedience – Rom. 1:5.
Paul now begins to give us a description of the recipients of his epistle. They are described as the called, since they had responded to the call of the gospel – 2 Thess. 2:14, the beloved of God and saints.  He does not leave any group out as he says to all in Rome who are Christians that the gospel is not exclusive but is inclusive. It has the power to save both Jew and Gentile alike.
Paul’s love for the brethren at Rome is obvious as he wishes them grace and peace and speaks of his thankfulness and prayers to God for them. Paul was always eager to express his appreciation for his brethren.  He also prayed that he might be able to come to them if it was God’s will. Paul solemnly affirms the earnestness of his intentions as he describes his desire to visit Rome.  Three reasons are given to us why Paul wanted to come to them: 1.) So he could impart to them some spiritual gifts for their establishment, 2.) So they might be mutually encouraged by one another’s faith, and 3.) To obtain fruit in Rome as he had among other Gentiles.  This fruit would be in the form of new converts to Christ. 
Paul realized his responsibility to share the gospel with the whole world and so he sought occasion to evangelize the great city (Rome) which ruled the Mediterranean world.  Do we realize the responsibility we have to teach others? 2 Tim. 2:2

QUESTIONS – LESSON #1

1. Who is the author of the book of Romans?

2. When and where was this epistle written?

3. Who founded the church in Rome?  Is there any evidence that Peter founded the church in Rome? 

4. Were the Christians in Rome mostly Jewish or Gentile?
5. What is the purpose of the epistle? Why was it written?

6. What is the theme of the book of Romans? 

7. In what three ways does Paul describe himself? 1:1
8. In what two ways does Paul describe Jesus? 1:2-4

9. In what three ways does Paul describe the Christians at Rome? 1:6-7

10. What did Paul express and why? 1:8

11. What did Paul do without ceasing? 1:9

12. What did Paul pray for specifically? Was his prayer ever answered? 1:10

13. What are three reasons Paul wanted to come to Rome? 1:10-13

14. What deep obligation did Paul feel? 1:14-15

15. What is the gospel? What power does it contain? What does it reveal? 1:16-17

TEXT LESSON #2– Romans 1:18-32

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man--and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 2 - 1:18-32

Paul having set forth his theme for the epistle in the two preceding verses – that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation – now begins to further expand on that theme. It seems as if he anticipates a question as to why man would need salvation. He now begins his explanation. Since the gospel is God’s power to save it stands to reason that all men are in need of the gospel since all men are sinful.  In the remainder of this chapter and chapter 2 Paul will strive to make the point clear. The Gentiles professed wisdom had led to their moral decline and he then shows how the Jews were also guilty of sin in their hypocrisy as they claimed to have a relationship with God but refused to obey him.

Paul now begins to establish the fact that since men are sinful they are subject to the wrath of God.  God’s wrath against men was just since man in his own wisdom did not acknowledge the invisible things of God nor did he look to visible things such as God’s creation to conclude there is indeed a God!
In the remainder of the chapter Paul begins to describe the Gentiles world’s descent into idolatry verse 21-25 and then to the very depths of depravity both morally and socially verse 26-32. Notice Paul’s description of their decline as a people.
Even though they had known God in their early stages of their history they were dissatisfied with God, and as a result they did not acknowledge his deity so as a result they failed to glorify him and be thankful – 1:21.  Instead of expressing thankfulness they displayed ingratitude.  When people fail to be grateful to God this is the first step toward depravity.
They became foolish and vain in their thinking – 1:21-22.  Through their philosophy they created gods more to their liking and their dependence upon man’s wisdom doomed them to failure. They became as fools turning to idolatry and exchanging the truth of God for a lie – 1:23-25.

God eventually reached the threshold of his tolerance and released the Gentiles (gave them up).  God gave them up to immorality - 1:24; God gave them up to vile passions (homosexuality) – 1:26; and God gave them up to a debased mind – Rom. 1:28.  When we cast off all divine restraint and we make self satisfaction life’s goal look at the list of sins of which we become partakers.  Indeed the world into which the gospel came was in need of salvation and it still is today!
QUESTIONS – LESSON #2

1. What is revealed from heaven? Against what is it revealed? 1:18-19
2. How did God reveal his power and deity to man? Did the Gentiles have an excuse that God would accept? 1:20
3. Did the Gentiles ever have knowledge of God?  What did they do with this knowledge? What were the results? 1:21-22

4. What did God allow them to do?  1:23

5. In reference to the Gentiles in what sense did God give them up? 1:24, 26, 28
6. Since the Gentiles at one time knew God what steps led to their departure from God? 1:20-32
7. In what will a reprobate or debased mind become involved? 1:28-31
8. Did the Gentiles understand the concept of judgment? 1:32

9. Why does God who loves also display wrath? 1:18-32
TEXT LESSON #3– Romans 2:1-16

Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 2 But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things. 3 And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who "will render to each one according to his deeds": 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness--indignation and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God. 12 For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law 13(for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; 14 for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 15 who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) 16 in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 3 - 2:1-16

Since Paul has set forth the fact that the gospel is God’s power to save both Jew and Gentile – Rom. 1:16-17.   He now begins to develop that theme by showing the world was sinful and thus in need of salvation through the gospel to escape the wrath of God – Rom. 1:18-32.  It seems that some (Jews) thought they were exceptions to the rule, thinking God would show partiality to them at judgment thus making him a respecter of persons. Perhaps the Jews felt this way because of their past favor with God and that he would overlook or at least deal more leniently with them in regard to their sins.  Paul destroys their false sense of security with his aim being to show that all need the gospel because all are sinners and that none will escape God’s judgment on the basis of partiality. Paul had judged the Gentiles to be without excuse - Rom. 1:20 - and now the Jews fall under the same condemnation.
The Jews were guilty of passing judgment on others while failing to practice what they preached.   They could see the faults of others but were blind to their own sins.  The Jews misinterpreted the goodness, forbearance and longsuffering of God. God was displaying these characteristics in order to give the Jews an opportunity to repent and turn back to him. They failed to appreciate and take advantage of God’s patience with them as a people and by so doing they brought the wrath of God upon themselves.  We must be careful today to not fall into the same trap!
The judgment of God is righteous and impartial.  God will render to every man according to his deeds.  The judgment will either be reward or punishment and it will be determined by the faithfulness or unfaithfulness we have displayed in our life.  Those who by continuing in well doing seek glory, honor, and immortality will receive eternal life, while the contentious and disobedient will receive indignation, wrath, tribulation, and anguish. The final judgment will be based solely on our response to God’s will.  Since God is no respecter of persons and has given us the right to act as free moral agents this is our individual choice as to whether we will be saved or lost. God’s grace provides salvation for us but we must respond with faith and obedience – Eph. 2
:8.


Paul goes on to explain that even though the Gentiles did not have the Law of Moses, they were accountable for their conduct
. The Gentiles were not without law to God – Rom. 4:15; 1 Jn. 3:4 - and they were responsible for living in accordance with the knowledge of right and wrong that had been revealed to them by God even though it was not a written revelation like the Law of Moses.  The Gentiles would be held accountable to God for living according to his oral revelation to them.   The Gentiles are no longer judged on this basis as all men are subject to the Law of Christ – Heb. 1:1-2; Matt. 28:18; 1 Pet. 3:22; Acts 17:30-31.

The judgment day is coming and all men will be judged – 2 Cor. 5:10.  It will be a day when God judges the secrets of our hearts – Heb. 4:13.  The standard of judgment on that day will be the gospel of Christ – Jn. 12:48.  We need to live today in such a way that we will be prepared for the judgment.  Are you ready? Do you have the forgiveness of your sins?
QUESTIONS – LESSON #3
1. What do we do if we judge other and are guilty of the same things? Contrast the judgment of God and man. 2:1-3
2. Who is Paul addressing in this section of his epistle? Why?

3. What is the purpose of God’s goodness? How had the Jews viewed the goodness of God? 2:4
4. What are the end results of a hardened heart? 2:5
5. Is God a respecter of persons?  On what basis will God reward every man? 2:6
6. Who will receive eternal life? 2:7,10
7. What will happen to those who do not obey the truth? 2:8-9
8. Even though the Jews as a people had the Law of Moses were they  faithful to God? How had they failed? 2:12-13
9. Since the Gentiles did not have a written revelation from God would this excuse their sin? 2:12
10. What did the Gentiles do by nature? What does the phrase”by nature” mean? 2:14-15

11. Can we hide anything from God? 2:16
TEXT LESSON #4– Romans 2:17-29

Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your boast in God, 18 and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, 19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge and truth in the law. 21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 22 You who say, "Do not commit adultery," do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law? 24 For "The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," as it is written. 

25 For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision? 27 And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law? 28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 4 - 2:17-29

Paul has clearly established in the early portion of this epistle that all men are accountable to God for their sins and that none will be able to escape the judgment of God.  Both Jew and Gentile stand in condemnation before God as the result of their sins.  The Jews were guilty of thinking that God would show them favoritism so they could reject the salvation made available to them through the gospel.  Paul now begins to point out the guilt of the Jews since they had committed the same sins that they so readily condemned in the Gentiles.
The Jews possessed the attitude that they were superior to the Gentiles since they were the people of God and had been given the Law and circumcision as a token of their covenant relationship with God. These were all matters over which they exercised no control. These things only had value if they lived up to their end of the covenant – Rom. 2:25.  The Jews failed to practice their own teaching Rom. 2:21-23 and by so doing dishonored God – Rom. 2:24. The Jews prided themselves on their name and what it represented that they enjoyed the status of being the people of God and were confident that their national status would give them favor before God.  What an arrogant self righteous attitude is being displayed by the Jews. Paul shows them the foolishness of such thinking by making the following points.
If the circumcised Jew failed to keep the Law, he was in the very same boat as the uncircumcised Gentile or as Paul expresses it his circumcision has become uncircumcision - Rom.1:25.  
If the uncircumcised Gentile kept the righteousness of the Law, the God would regard him as though he had been circumcised and kept the Law – Rom. 1:26.  The point being made by Paul is that one’s relationship with God did not simply depend on whether or not he was circumcised.  Paul shows the ultimate importance of obedience and circumcision of the heart which would now define who is among the people of God – Col. 2:11-13.  The Jews thought they were approved because of their fleshly condition, but it is the inner person that God really cares about.  The real Jew, the one of whom God approves is one whose heart is right and the real circumcision is the cutting from the heart all that is evil and impure – Rom. 2:28. This is the type of man who will be approved before God irregardless of his nationality.
Paul’s arguments as set forth thus far are as follows.  1.) Men need the gospel because of their sins. 2.) All men will be held accountable for their sins. 3.) God will not display partiality even for the Jews. 4.) The Jews will not escape God’s wrath because of what they are in the flesh, so they too, need the salvation offered in the gospel of Christ.  

QUESTIONS – LESSON #4

1. In what did the self confidence or boasting of the Jews rest? 2:17-18
2. In what ways did the Jews display their confidence? 2:19-20

3. How did the Jews show inconsistency in what they taught and what they practiced? 2:21-23

4. What was the end result when the Jews did not practice what they preached? What will be the end results if we do the same thing today? 2:24

5. How was circumcision made uncircumcision? How was circumcision counted as uncircumcision? 2:25

6. Who is a true Jew today? What is circumcision of the heart? How does this circumcision take place – Col. 2:11-12? 2:28-29
7. Whose praise should we seek in our life?  Whose praise did the Jews seek?  What was the main point Paul was teaching the Jews? 2:29

TEXT LESSON #5– Romans 3:1-18

What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? 2 Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God. 3 For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? 4 Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: 

"That You may be justified in Your words,

And may overcome when You are judged."  

5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a man.) 6 Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world? 7 For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner? 8 And why not say, "Let us do evil that good may come"?--as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just. 

9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 10 As it is written: 

"There is none righteous, no, not one;  

11 There is none who understands;

There is none who seeks after God.  

12 They have all turned aside;

They have together become unprofitable;

There is none who does good, no, not one."  

13 "Their throat is an open tomb;

With their tongues they have practiced deceit";

"The poison of asps is under their lips";  

14 "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness."  

15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood;  

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways;  

17 And the way of peace they have not known."  

18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."  
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 5 - 3:1-18

In chapter 1 Paul exposes the sinful activities of the Gentiles and then in chapter 2 he shows the Jews are just as guilty of sin as the Gentiles.  It is because of their sense of superiority that they need to be convinced that they are just as much in need of God’s grace for salvation as the Gentiles. 
However it seems that Paul foresaw some Jewish objections to his teaching and dealt with them. The first objection - Rom. 3:1-2: If being a circumcised Jew would not save a person then what advantage was there in being a circumcised Jew?  Paul did not go into listing all the advantages of being a Jew, but he gave the most important one – the Jews had received the oracles of God and as a result had the advantage of divine revelation.  Even though they had this advantage they had not used it to their profit to know and do that which is good in the eyes of God.
The second objection – Rom. 3:3-4: The Jews it seems had the idea that regardless of their behavior they could expect the special blessings of God since they were his people and God is true and faithful to his word.  The problem is they forgot the conditions placed on them by God as a nation to secure these blessings. They were wrong to think that God was obligated to bless them regardless of their unbelief.  The promise made to them by God were conditional – Deut. 4:6-9, 28:12-15. Paul declares that God would never be unfaithful to his promises.  Men often choose to lie but God never lies – Psa. 51:4.
The third objection – Rom. 3:5-8: Is God unrighteous when he punishes sinners? Paul begins to make the point that certainly he is not.  God has provided his grace so any sin committed by Gentiles or Jews can be forgiven. Our sin or unrighteousness magnifies or commends God’s righteousness and love for the souls of all mankind The Jews are trying to make the twisted argument that if that is true (that unrighteousness commends righteousness) then their unrighteousness serves a good purpose and therefore they are exempt from his punishment.
Paul denies such as nonsense by making two points: 1.)  If the Jews used this argument to prove that God would not judge them, then the facts would be since God is no respecter of persons that he would not judge the Gentiles also.  So according to this argument God could not judge the world – Rom.3:6.  2.) If the argument applied to the Jews it would also apply to Paul.  The Jews had accused Paul of teaching a lie. If this was the case since Paul was a Jew his lying would bring glory to God so why were they guilty of condemning him.  The Jews were guilty of not applying their own argument equally. The absurd arguments that the Jews put forth serve as an example of unsound and inconsistent reasoning people engage in when their prejudiced minds are seeking a way around the truth contained in the word of God – Rom. 3:7-8. We must be careful to avoid this type of thought process in our lives.
Paul’s teachings are conclusive the Jews are no better than the Gentiles.  All are under the condemnation of sin both Jew and Gentile and as such are in need of the gospel which is the power of God to save the souls of men. 

To emphasize the sinfulness of man Paul begins to quote from the scriptures: 1.) Rom. 3:10 – “There is none righteous no not one” – Psa. 14:1-3, 53:1-3, Isa. 8:20. Some live righteous lives in a relative sense, but none has lived a perfectly righteous life in the absolute sense except Christ. 2.) Rom. 3:11 - There is none who understands or seeks after God – Psa. 14:2-4, 53:2. Some may make an effort to seek and understand God but they do not serve him perfectly or seek his revelation to the extent they should. 3.) Rom. 3:12 – They are all gone out of the way or turned aside and they are unprofitable and do no good. This scripture does not teach that man is born a sinner but that man chooses to turn aside and then becomes unprofitable and chooses to not do that which is good. When people reject the ways of God their character and conduct becomes evil and oppressive – Rom. 3:13-18 – as they exercise no self control or restraint in regard to their tongue or physical violence toward others. The end result of this type of behavior is destruction and misery.  They will not be able to enjoy peace with God because they do not fear him and hold him in proper reverence and respect – Psa 36:1; Prov. 16:6.  When man elevates himself and does not look to God he is headed toward sorrow and ruin – Jer. 10:23.  The only way to have a successful life is to fear God and keep his commandments – Eccl. 12:13-14 and that is what Paul is urging both the Jews and Gentiles to do.  God is fair, he is no respecter of person so he will render to every man according to his own deeds. 
QUESTIONS – LESSON #5

1. What did Paul seem to anticipate from the Jews? How does he respond to the Jews? 3:1-8
2. When the word of God is contradicted by the word of man how do we determine truth? 3:4

3. Is God unrighteous when he takes vengeance in judgment? Explain.  Will any be able to escape this judgment? 3:5-6

4. What is the condition of Jew and Gentile? 3:9-10
5. Does the expression used in verse 9 “that they are all under sin” indicate that man is born in sin and totally depraved? Explain by giving scripture to back up your answer 3:9
6. What statements does Paul make to emphasize the sinfulness of man? 3:10-12
7. What happens to the character of people when they reject God? 3:13-15
8. What is the end result of this type of behavior? Why? 3:16-18
TEXT LESSON #6– Romans 3:19-31

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 29 Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, 30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 6 - 3:19-31

As we begin this section of the book of Romans Paul points out the contrast between two systems of justification: by meritorious works of law versus a system of grace through faith. 
The law did not justify sin instead the law taught the knowledge of sin.  The Jews were guilty because of their failure to keep the law.  The Jews were under the Law of Moses and they were the ones obligated to keep it, but they failed and as a result they found themselves under the condemnation of the Law.  Paul has already shown the Gentiles are guilty of sin therefore the whole world including both Jew and Gentile are in need of justification. The point is that God’s law revealed the perfect standard but no man other than Jesus was able to keep that law perfectly. Once man violates the law he is condemned by it. Since law keeping provides no means of taking away sins – Heb. 10:3-4 - its purpose is twofold to make men aware of their sin and to instruct him of his need for a savior. The Law was given not to justify but to prepare Israel for the Messiah so that when Christ came they would be a nation of people ready to receive his teachings – Gal. 3:22-25. We need more than a law we need a means whereby our sins can be forgiven when we violate God’s law.  In other words, Paul is declaring that all men need the gospel which is God’s power to save! 
This does not mean that no one living under the Law of Moses could be saved; it just means they could not be saved by the Law. The Law condemned them and could not save them, God however, knowing that Christ would shed his blood for the sins of the world, justified all men under law who exercised an obedient faith – Heb. 11:6. God did this on the basis of knowing that Christ would eventually shed his blood for the remission of their sins – Matt. 26:28; Heb. 9:15; James 2:21-23.
In the next verses Paul speaks of justification by faith rather than by law.   Law is essential for without law we would not have knowledge of sin – 1 Jn. 3:4 - but we do not have to depend on mere law – just having a law and keeping it.  God has devised a plan whereby our sins may be forgiven and we have a means of being righteous (attaining the righteousness of God) even though we do not keep God’s law perfectly. God has provides a means by which we can be righteous apart from perfect obedience to any law. We are indeed subject to the law of Christ but we can be righteous even though we do not keep it perfectly as a result of his grace and our faith. The righteousness of God is available to all since all have sinned and thus could not attain righteousness by our own merits.  The righteousness of God is by grace (undeserved favor that is bestowed at a time when punishment is deserved)  which simply means that we have in no way earned it.  If we were to be justified thru keeping the law of God perfectly then we would have earned our justification and we would be righteous as a result of our sinless lives. If this were the case there would be no grace involved.  Just because our justification is attained thru grace does not mean that we do not have any conditions to obey as they are laid out by God in his word. Whatever obedience we render does not in any way cause us to be justified (declared free from guilt; legally and formally acquitted of guilt by God who is our judge). One could not be justified unless he lived a life free from the guilt of sin.
This righteousness is only made possible by the sacrifice of Christ – 1 Pet. 1:18-19.  Only by the blood of Christ are we redeemed (to deliver one from the guilt and penalty of sin by means of the payment of a ransom) and only thru that blood do we obtain the release or deliverance from our sins so we can be righteous in God’s sight – Eph. 1:7.  Christ is the propitiation (to appease, to render favorable) for our sins. This means Christ is the one thru whom God’s wrath can be turned away so we can enjoy his favor. The righteousness of God is consistent with his justice. The problem seemed to be whether God could be just and at the same time justify those who sinned since sin demands punishment.  The answer is yes! Since in God’s plan sin did not go unpunished, Jesus suffered the punishment for all sinful men both Jew and Gentile so the honor of God’s law is upheld.
The righteousness of God excludes boasting whereas it would not be excluded if we were justified by works.  Being forgiven of our sins through a faith that is obedient does not in anyway give us the right to boast.  When any man is justified before God it is the result not only of the grace of God but also of an obedient faith. Salvation is available to all men Jew or Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised as God desires for all men to be saved thru the message of the gospel. The value of the Law is upheld by the salvation it pointed men to in Christ!
QUESTIONS – LESSON #6

1. What was the law able to do? 3:19-20
2. What was the law incapable of doing?  Why? 3:20

3. How is the righteousness of God revealed? 3:21-22

4. How is the righteousness of God obtained? 3:22

5. What is the spiritual condition of all? 3:23

6. Define justified. How does justification take place? 3:24  

7. Define grace.  What does grace have to do with justification? 3:24
8. How did Christ redeem us? Define redemption 3:24

9. How is Christ our propitiation? Define propitiation 3:25

10. Who will be justified? 3:26

11. Do we have reason to boast? 3:27

12. What statement is made about God and his process of justification? 3:28-30
TEXT LESSON #7– Romans 4:1-25
What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 

5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 

6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: 

7 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,And whose sins are covered;  8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin."  

9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. 10 How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised. 

13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, 15 because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression. 16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 17(as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations") in the presence of Him whom he believed--God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "So shall your descendants be."  19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. 20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 And therefore "it was accounted to him for righteousness."  23 Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. 

COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 7 - 4:1-25

Paul has just taught that justification by grace is a very important bible doctrine. We see that this doctrine is the source of much confusion in the religious world today.  Controversy has surrounded this doctrine since it was first taught by the apostles.  Why is there so much controversy over this particular doctrine?  The problem is understanding what is taught and keeping it in context with what is taught through out the rest of the bible.   The Jews did not seem to understand this teaching because they put their trust in the works of the law. Other believers in Christ do not understand it because they have come to the conclusion that there is nothing man has to do to be saved. Both conclusions are wrong because no one can be saved by law because it would require perfect law keeping and there is no ransom for sin when one fails to keep the law perfectly. On the other hand, salvation is not by grace alone, as the bible is clear that man is saved by grace thru faith and not just grace alone – Eph. 2:8 Grace is God’s part and faith that obeys is man’s part. The truth is revealed in the bible is somewhere between these two views.
Since justification is by grace thru faith and not by perfectly keeping a law, Paul uses Abraham as an example. This would make a powerful point with the Jews who honored Abraham as the father of their nation. 

The case of Abraham is taken up because those who were teaching that Gentiles must become Jewish proselytes in order to be Christians and were basing their claim for circumcision on the fact that God had promised Abraham that it was to his seed. They assumed if one was not of the physical seed of Abraham that they could become as such thru circumcision. Paul reminds the Jews that the promise was given to Abraham while he was still uncircumcised and that the true heirs of Abraham are the ones who have the same faith as Abraham rather than those who are circumcised – Gal. 3:26-29.
The most noted and important aspect of Abraham’s life was his faith not circumcision.  Abraham was not justified by works but by faith.  If he had been justified by his perfect keeping of the law then he would have had something to boast about, but rather than being righteous through perfectly obeying God Abraham was righteous through faith.  His believing God was counted to him as righteousness – Gen. 15:6, 17:10. The term “counted” could also be translated “imputed” or “reckoned.” This word was used in business to mean “to put to one’s account.” The idea is that God figuratively speaking put on Abraham’s account; that is he gave him credit for his faith.  Since God had credited Abraham for his faith this resulted in Abraham being righteous and circumcision was merely God’s way of acknowledging the faith which had already existed in Abraham for more than 24 years before he was circumcised – Gen. 12:4, 17:1. 
Abraham’s faith was an obedient faith - Heb. 11:8-10; James 1:21-23.  Since his faith was obedient he would receive the benefit of Christ’s blood. It is important to note that whenever God gave Abraham a command his faith always led him to obey. The promise to Abraham and his seed was through the righteousness of faith not the law. Abraham’s believing in an uncircumcised state makes him a suitable father to all who believe whether they or Jew or Gentile.  We should seek to imitate his faith for our justification not his circumcision. Making faith the condition of justification would allow the promise of God to Abraham to become a reality.
Paul also discusses the nature of Abraham’s faith as it was counted to him as righteousness because it was very strong even in the face of facts that would cause many to waver on the promises of God. He hoped for the fulfillment of God’s promises despite the fact he and his wife were past childbearing years and he did not waver in unbelief but glorified God in the certainty that he would fulfill his promise to make him the father of descendants as numerous as the stars – Gen. 15:5.  This type of faith will be counted as righteousness for anyone who will follow the powerful example of Abraham.  We must now place our faith in God’s power to raise Jesus from the dead much as Abraham placed his faith in God and as God revived his body which was effectively dead to bring forth his son of promise Isaac.  
The grounds of justification are made crystal clear as Paul speaks of the death of Christ. Jesus died on the cross to pay the debt for sin in full thus making it possible for us to be justified.  It was because of our transgressions that  in death Christ offered himself as a propitiatory sacrifice and God raised him from the dead to complete and confirm his sacrifice as the only means of human justification. His grace is available to all men (Jew and Gentile) who will respond to it though faith and obedience!
QUESTIONS – LESSON #7

1. Why did Paul use Abraham as an example? 4:1

2. When Paul speaks of works in this context what is he referring to? 4:2-5

3. Are the works spoken of in this context the same as the works James speaks of in James 2:24? Remember the bible does not contradict itself.

4. What was counted as righteousness for Abraham? 4:5
5. What caused God to count Abraham as righteous? 4:9
6. When did God regard Abraham as righteous? 4:10

7. If Abraham is to be our father what must we do? 4:11-12

8. Through what was the promise made to Abraham? 4:13-16
9. What gave Abraham hope against hope? 4:17-19

10. Did Abraham stagger at the promises of God? Explain 4:20-21

11. Why was Christ delivered and raised? 4:24-25
TEXT LESSON #8– Romans 5:1-11

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 8 - 5:1-11

Paul has clearly established that it is by an obedient faith in Christ Jesus that sinners are justified and not by the works of the Law – Rom. 3:20. So, Paul begins immediately to set forth the wonderful blessings that can be enjoyed by all who are justified by faith in Christ. The first of these is naturally peace.  Since peace is the absence of conflict this is the immediate experience of one who is justified as they enjoy the tranquility of a conscience free from the guilt of sin since they know they are now right with God. God has forgiven us of the sins that made us his enemies.  Since we are at peace with God we are no longer the objects of his wrath.  Paul used the example of Abraham, who was said to be a friend of God when his faith was made perfect by works to show they too can be the friend of God.
A second benefit to those justified by faith is the divine favor we receive even though it is unmerited (undeserved). To stand in grace means to continue to live by faith to persist and continue in this sphere of grace which as we live by faith continues to justify us in the eyes of the Lord – I.E. – Simon – Acts 8:13, 20-23.  We need the grace of God in our lives before and after our conversion as we continue to strive to walk in the light and live by faith – Heb. 11:6 – and the blood of Christ cleanses us from our sins – 1 Jn. 1:6-10.
We rejoice in three things 1.) Hope – We rejoice in the hope of glory given to us by God. The Christian’s hope is so strong that it leaves him able to rejoice even in the face of the earthly pressures we may have to bear.  2.) Tribulation - The Christian realizes the opportunity to endure tribulation successfully produces patience, perseverance, and endurance. The Christian who endures trial after trial establishes a reputation for their faithfulness. Endurance when it is successfully exercised makes their faith very valuable and it also displays the hope of obtaining a heavenly reward – 1 Pet. 1:3-4. 3.) God – The Christian can be certain that they will not have endured their tribulations in vain because of God’s love for them. In verse 5 the love of God is not the love we have for God but rather the love he has for us.
Paul now begins to describe the demonstration of God’s love for us. God loved us enough that he sent his Son - Christ to die for us while we were still his enemies.  God’s love is so great because the need for it is so great.  The need for God’s love lay in the fact that men were helplessly lost in their sins.  As sinners we are powerless to help ourselves – Eph. 2:4-5. Paul then begins to contrast the conditions under which men might die for one another and the circumstances under which Christ dies for us. God clearly demonstrated his love toward all men (Jew and Gentile) by having his son die on the cross for sinful, unloving, and undeserving mankind.
We can conclude if God loved us enough to allow Christ to die for us while were his enemies the he will certainly continue to act for our salvation. The work of Christ did not end at the cross. Having been reconciled by his death we will be saved by his life as he now lives to intercede for us – Heb. 7:25.  His intercession for us is conditioned on our obedient faith. So our final salvation depends on what he is doing for us in heaven as we seek.  The nature of our salvation is not a joyless but causes us to rejoice in God. We rejoice in God as a result of the work of Christ!
QUESTIONS – LESSON #8

1. How are we justified? 5:1, 9
2. What is the first blessing of justification that is mentioned? Why would this be mentioned first? 5:1

3. What was the second benefit of justification that allowed them to stand? 5:2

4. What three things should we rejoice in? 5:2-5

5. What is the link between tribulation and hope? 5:3-4

6. How does Paul describe the character of mankind for which Christ died? 5:6-8

7. How did God demonstrate his love for us? 5:8

8. How is blood connected to justification? 5:9

9. What makes us God’s enemies? 5:10

10. How are we reconciled to God? What does Christ continue to do for us? 5:10-11

TEXT LESSON #9– Romans 5:12-21

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned-- 13(For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man's offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. 17 For if by the one man's offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous. 20 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 9 - 5:12-21

This section of Romans has been given the distinction by some as being the most difficult. Why is such a claim put forth? Probably it is a result of the vast amount of false doctrine that has sprung forth from this part of Paul’s epistle to the brethren at Rome. Out of it has sprung the doctrine of Inherited Total Depravity.  Based on this doctrine alone came four other points of Calvinism: Unconditional election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace and Perseverance of the Saints. 

Others rejected the conclusions of Calvin but nevertheless used this text as the basis for the doctrine “original sin.” From this doctrine arose the belief that babies are born with sin.  So as a result of this doctrine being accepted the practice of baptizing infants for the forgiveness of sins was instituted.

Understanding what is taught here is of great importance because the correct interpretation is necessary to refute these false doctrines that have greatly affected the religious views of many.  This text is also important because it continues to describe the greatness of God’s grace toward us and our need for it. We must not interpret any passage in any way that contradicts the plain teaching of other passages. 
Note the following points:
1. Everything that is said must be viewed in the light of the clear assertion of verse12, which does not say that all men inherit Adam’s sin, but rather it says that death spread to all men through sin, since all have sinned – Rom. 3:23. Adam bears the guilt of bringing sin into the world but he does not bear the guilt for all who choose to sin. 
2. Sin is something we choose to do.  It is not something we inherit.  Sin is transgressions of God’s law – 1 Jn. 3:4 and infants are not guilty of transgressing – Rom. 9:11.

3. Men are guilty and are separated from god for their own actions, not the actions of Adam – Isa. 59:1-2.
4. At the judgment one will be held responsible for no one’s sins except his own – 2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 2:6-11

5. Each individual is responsible for his own sins and not for the sins of others – Ezek. 18:20

6. Little children are innocent – 2 Sam. 12:22-23; Matt. 19:14. This stands in stark contrast to the teachings of Calvin: “Nay their whole nature is, as it were, a seed-bed of sin, and therefore cannot but be odious and abominable to God. Hence it follows that it is properly deemed sinful in the sight of God; for there could be no condemnation without guilt.” (Institutes of the Christian Religion).
7. If man is born with sinful nature as a result of being born in the flesh then we must conclude that Christ was born with a sinful nature since he was born in the flesh and thus would be unfit as our advocate – 1 Jn. 2:1-2.  

One man brought sin and the consequence of sin which is death into the world.  Adam introduced sin and then all men chose to participate in the sin he introduced and as a result all suffer death. The death here referred to is spiritual death, for it comes as a result of one’s own personal sins whereas physical death comes even to innocent infants who have not sinned.  This is made clear to us when we examine what the Lord said to Adam.  God told Adam that in the day he ate of the forbidden fruit he would die – Gen. 2:17. Since we know that Adam continued his physical life for many days after his transgression and that God cannot lie then the death that took place in regard to Adam was spiritual in nature.
Adam was a figure (type) or shadow of the substance that would be found in Christ.  One brought sin into the world and the other brought justification. Just as Adam gave physical life to all his posterity, so Christ gives spiritual life to all who would become a part of the family of God. While Adam’s sin led to the death of many, God through Christ gave a gift in the form of grace that abounded to all who suffer from the effects of sin in their life. The universality of sin is death “for all have sinned” – Rom. 3:23 and the universality of life is ”to everyone that believes” – Rom. 1:16.
Sin had existed before the Law, but not as a written or codified law.  After Moses was given the Law by God then the number of sins increased because the law declared more things to be sinful and made men more aware of their sins.  Thus the entrance of the Law caused sin to abound, but God’s grace abounded even more.  The grace of God is always capable of forgiving all sins committed by men as long as they are willing to submit to God’s conditions. If grace reigns in our lives instead of sin then we will be led to eternal life by Jesus Christ.

QUESTIONS – LESSON #9

1. How many men brought sin into the world? Why did death pass to all men? 5:12

2. Do we inherit Adam’s original sin at birth?  Explain your answer in view of the immediate context and then in view of the context of the whole bible.

3. Has there ever been a time in the history of man where he was without law? Why? 5:13

4. What kind of death is Paul speaking about in this context? 

5. Of whom was Adam a type (figure)? Compare and contrast the free gift and the offense. 5:14-18
6. What is the importance of obedience or disobedience? 5:19

7. What made the offense abound?  What abounded even more? 5:20

8. What does the reign of sin lead to? What does the reign of grace lead to? 5:21
TEXT LESSON #10– Romans 6:1-23

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 10 - 6:1-23

Paul in the book of Romans gives an extensive explanation of salvation by grace through faith.  In the preceding chapter Paul has shown that as sin increases (introduced by Adam into the world as a result of his act of disobedience) that grace increases so there is always ample grace to cover sin (displayed by the act of obedience of Christ which paid the penalty for sin so eternal life could be made possible for all).
Some it seems had falsely concluded that if grace abounds in proportion to the extent of sin, then we should sin more and thus create the need for more grace to be provided from God.  In their minds this would bring more glory to God because it would cause him to show more grace.

In view of this conclusion Paul begins a series of questions about grace and the effect of sin.  The first questions posed by Paul are: What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? – Rom. 6:1. Paul’s immediate response is a resounding “NO” and the rest of the chapter is essentially devoted to a defense of that answer. Paul provides for us a twofold defense which may be summarized under the ideas that Christians may not continue in sin because: 1.) They are dead to sin - Rom. 6:1-14 and 2.) They are enslaved to righteousness – Rom. 6:15-23
Paul makes it clear that the Christians at Rome were dead in their sin but now they are dead to sin which points to the fact that they may not continue to live a life of sin.  We are dead to sin which means we are separated from it, we are no longer guilty of it and we no longer practice it.  When we are baptized into Christ our death to sin occurs.  Our old man is buried and we are raised to walk in newness of life as a new creature in Christ. The fact that we are buried in baptism is indicative of the fact that in baptism we undergo this death to sin. Conversion not only involves an unseen change in one’s status with God, but a deliberate decision to exclude sin from one’s heart and life. In our new life we are not to serve sin.  Sin is pictured as a master. When the old body of sin is put to death it is freed from its enslavement to sin and is now able to serve Christ. Just as Christ was raised to a new life, we now have a new life.  We were raised from baptism and now live spiritually.  Just as death no longer has dominion over Christ it no longer has dominion over us.  Our new life is dedicated and devoted to a life of service to God and not to sin – Rom. 12:1.

Paul now poses a second set of questions: Rom. 6:15 - What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! Paul is asking does freedom from the law give us the liberty to sin. The answer again is a resounding “NO” Paul again turns to the proposition that the saint is to live free of sin. Even though we are under grace we must not live sinfully for to do so would make us servants of sin.  Grace does not cover the sins of those who continue in sin, those who practice sin in their life, and those who are under the dominion of sin.  Grace is always conditioned upon repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who continue to live in sin and will not repent will not receive the gracious forgiveness of God. 
Paul uses the slave –master relationship as an analogy. Paul makes the simple observation that obedience in essence constitutes slavery, the only question that remains to be answered is enslaved to whom.  So whatever man chooses to obey he is thus enslaved to it whether it is sin unto death or obedience unto righteousness.   Paul is pointing out the desired master is the one that will lead to sanctification and eternal life.  The saint makes this choice when he chooses to obey the gospel and enslaves himself to righteousness and to serving his master, who is God. The slave of righteousness is given a free gift (for it is not deserved) by his master which is eternal life - Rom. 2:7, 5:21 - while the slave of sin actually earns eternal death – James 1:15; Rev. 20:14-15.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #10

1. What is the relationship between grace and sin? What conclusion should we reach about this relationship and why? 5:20-21; 6:1-2

2. What does being dead to sin imply? 6:2, 7
3. What question did Paul ask them about baptism? How did they become dead to sin? 6:3

4. What language does Paul use to describe baptism? What change takes place? 6:4-7 
5. What are the benefits of being dead with Christ? 6:8-12

6. Christians should not yield their members as what? 6:13-15

7. Who did they have the choice of serving? 6:16
8. What choice did those whom Paul is addressing make? 6:17-18

9. As Christians what fruit should we bear? 6:19-22

10. Why is death referred to as wages while eternal life is referred to as a gift? 6:23
TEXT LESSON #11– Romans 7:1-13

Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives? 2 For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband. 3 So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man. 4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another-- to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God. 5 For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to death. 6 But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter. 

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, "You shall not covet."  8 But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. 9 I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 10 And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me. 12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 

13 Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death in me through what is good, so that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 11 - 7:1-13

Paul’s references in the book of Romans to the “law” sometimes make it difficult to determine if he is speaking of the Law of Moses or law in general. Sometimes this is inconsequential since his statements could apply to any law. In verse one the law of this context is not merely the Law of Moses but is law in any form since the laws for God’s marriage date back to Gen. 2:24 which precedes the Law of Moses. Later in the context Paul seems to refer to the Law of Moses as he specifically mentions one of the Ten Commandments in verse 7. 
Law ceases to have dominion over a man when he dies. Paul will proceed to apply this principle to the Jews showing that in Christ they had become dead to the law and as a result dead to sin which is the transgression of the law and no longer under its dominion.

Paul uses the marriage relationship to make the application of the principle he is discussing.  The divine law of marriage restricts a woman to her husband in sexual activity and this is in force as long as the husband lives.   If the husband dies then the wife is released from this marriage law and she is free to be joined in marriage to another man and to enter into sexual relations without sin. 
Paul applies this principle to the Jews. He states they were “dead to the law” hence free to marry Christ. Paul’s point is that just as the death of one partner severs the marriage relationship, death also severs the relationship between man and the law. It further establishes the fact that one cannot serve God under the system of law and be married to Christ at the same time.  By becoming dead to the law, they no longer sought justification by perfect law keeping which served as a curse to them – Gal. 3:13.  The law was contrary to them because no man could keep it perfectly – Col. 2:13-17. It was just as proper for them to not be bound to the law as it was for the wife to not be bound to her husband when he died. 
Paul states this all occurs “through the body of Christ.” Christ paid the penalty of sin for us when he gave his body and his blood was shed on the cross breaking down the middle wall of partition which separated the Jew and Gentile – Eph. 2:13-16. When one is baptized into Christ he is baptized into his death – Rom. 6:3-5 – he becomes married to Christ and begins to walk in newness of life.

We are now delivered from the law which provided no means for paying the penalty for sin and as a result was a system that led to spiritual death and left a sinner under condemnation.  The different system, called grace, provides a propitiation for sin even though we do not deserve it because we are sinners.  This salvation obtained by grace still requires one to serve God by faith.
Should we conclude that the law is something sinful? Paul clearly rejects such a notion, stating to the contrary that law must be good since it is that which identifies and exposes sin for what it is.  He uses the example of coveting and that he would not have known it was sin if the law if the law did not forbid it. No one should conclude that the law was bad.  It served the purpose of God in that it identified sin. Sin is personified and spoken of as seeking to slay Paul.  The law was good but because it existed it produced the opportunity for sin to occur. Paul expounds on this idea by observing there was a time when he was spiritually alive without the law. Obviously this was in his early youth during his years of innocence and before the age of accountability when the law did not apply to him, but the commandment came which is another way of saying he matured to the point of moral responsibility for his conduct, and sin entered his life causing him to die spiritually.  It was not the law that caused his spiritual death but sin. Paul’s assertion that he was at one time alive apart from the law is overwhelming evidence in opposition to people who would argue that Children are conceived, born, and live in sin. Is the law sin? NO!!! Paul points to the fact it was sin that caused death not the law and it served a good purpose since it made man ware of his sin and thus his need for a savior – Gal. 3:19-25.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #11

1. How long does law have dominion over a man? 7:1
2. When is the woman loosed from her marriage bond? Why does Paul use the marriage illustration and for what purpose? 7:2-3

3. How did those being addressed by Paul become dead to the law? What did that give them the freedom to do? How did they serve? 7:4-6
4. Is the law sinful? What is its purpose? 7:7

5. What false doctrine is refuted in verse 9?
6. How are we deceived? 7:11

7. How is the law described? What three terms are used about the commandment?  7:12

8. What works death? 7:13
TEXT LESSON #12– Romans 7:14-25

For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. 16 If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. 17 But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 12 - 7:14-25

Interpreters have long differed as to the identity of the one whom Paul describes as undergoing such a struggle between the inner and outer part of man.  Is this an unregenerate sinner condemned by the inheritance of sin from Adam?  This is a popular view of those who hold to the doctrine of original sin or inherited total depravity.  To believe this teaching we must assume that we inherit our sin from Adam because the bible nowhere states that we inherit the sins of Adam. Adam introduced sin into the world but death came because all have sinned – Rom. 3:23, 5:12 – and each person is responsible for his own deeds – Ezek. 18:20; Rom. 2:6; 2 Cor. 5:10.
While some aspects of Paul’s description of this struggle between good and evil could apply to the Christian it seems a bit of a stretch to say this description accurately identifies Paul.

The reason there is so much difficulty in making identification is the fact that Paul uses the first person pronoun and present tense in describing this struggle.  The natural inclination would be to view Paul as referring to his own struggles and many commentators have taken this approach. However, opposed to that concept are the very words of the apostle Paul. Let’s look at the statements made by the apostle Paul: 1.) He describes himself as sold under sin – Rom. 7:14 -   and in captivity to the law of sin – Rom. 7:23 – thus being a slave to sin, even though he had just told the Roman brethren that they had been freed from their slavery to sin to become slaves to righteousness – Rom. 6:18 – and were to act accordingly – Rom. 6:12-23. Could Paul be sold into bondage of sin and still say – 1 Cor. 9:27 – “I buffet my body and make it my slave?”  If the great apostle Paul was in such a miserable state where would we find ourselves today?  What the scriptures reveal about the life of the apostle Paul and his character hardly seems reconcilable with these statements. 2.) Paul pictures himself as a wretched man in need of deliverance – Rom. 7:24 – not as one already delivered through Christ. Christians are under grace and thus have been delivered from sin by Christ and have received the forgiveness of sins.
What, then, is Paul’s purpose in undertaking such a description?  His discussion seems to be a natural extension of his reasoning regarding the relationship between the Law and sin – Rom. 7:7-13.  He had also shown how sin had taken advantage of the Law (which was inherently good) to produce sin and death in him – Rom. 7:11.  He portrayed himself as moving from childhood innocence into a state of accountability in which he died as a result of sin – Rom. 7:9. It seems natural then for Paul to continue his discussion by describing his status between the point at which sin first entered his life until he obeyed the gospel – Rom. 7:14-25.  Paul thus describes the condition of one who chooses to live their life outside the gospel and grace of Christ. This should have been a sobering thought to those who preferred the Law of Moses or though that grace gave them a license to sin. In summing up his efforts under the Law, Paul said that when he acted according to the promptings of his mind (spirit) he served God, but when his mind yielded to the promptings of the flesh, he served sin. 

The main point Paul is trying to make is that none of us could be justified by mere law apart from grace.  We all have fleshly urgings and we sometimes yield to them; hence, we would be sold under sin if there was no grace and no forgiveness of our sins.
Paul asked who would deliver him from the body of this death.  The answer is, God, through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

QUESTIONS – LESSON #12

1. How did Paul contrast the Law and his attempt to keep it? 7:14

2. What did Paul desire to do? What did he do? Why? 7:15
3. What is good? 7:17 In what is found no good? 7:18

4. In what way is sin personified? How does sin dwell in us? 7:17, 20

5. Does Romans 7:17, 19, 20, 25 teach that one cannot control what he does in the flesh? Give scriptures to back up your answer.

6. In what did Paul delight? What was warring in Paul? 7:21-23
7. How did Paul describe himself without Christ? 7:24

8. Who could deliver Paul? How? 7:25
9. What two kinds of service are contrasted in verse 25? 
TEXT LESSON #13– Romans 8:1-17

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors--not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 13 - 8:1-17

Paul has just finished painting a bleak picture of one who is seeking justification apart from Christ and through law keeping.  Paul affirmed that deliverance from this wretched condition could only be found in Christ – Rom. 7:24-25; Acts 4:12. Paul now begins to describe the mindset of one who has been justified by faith in Christ. This is a mindset that is intent on living life according to the direction of the Holy Spirit rather than in the pursuit of fleshly interest. Paul points out the blessed condition that Christians can enjoy after they have been delivered from their miserable condition that is depicted in chapter 7. Sinners were left in a state of condemnation if they sought justification by the Law of Moses or indeed any other legal system prior to Christ.  In Christ, the condemnation is lifted, and they are no longer under the dominion of sin that resulted in spiritual death – Rom. 6:21, 23; 7:23-25. They have been freed from those consequences by yielding to the Law of the Spirit of Life.
This blessed state of the Christian is conditioned on walking not after the flesh but after the Spirit. To walk after the flesh is to walk as the flesh dictates, following the flesh’s natural inclination without restraint whereas to walk after the Spirit is to walk in submission to God. The mind devoted to the flesh issues in death – Rom. 6:21, 23, while the mind devoted to the Spirit enjoys spiritual life and peace. The fleshly mindset is contrary to the ways of God so it cannot produce life and peace because those who devote themselves to the satisfaction of fleshly desires cannot possibly please God or be subject to him.
Whether one is “in the flesh” or in the Spirit” depends upon the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ are used interchangeably in this section. One in whom the Spirit of Christ does not dwell does not belong to Christ. This does not mean the Spirit comes to us at conversion and endows us with supernatural powers – Acts 8:12 – I.E. – Samaritans. He dwells in us figuratively as he rules from within through the teaching he has revealed.  He works within us through the word he gave us.  We are thus led by the Spirit of Christ and the Holy Spirit when we submit to the teaching of Christ revealed by the Spirit.  So Christ is then seen in us as we are influenced and controlled by his commandments – Eph. 3:17; Col. 1:27.  In the same way if the holy Spirit dwells within us we will bear the fruit of the Spirit in our lives – Gal 5:16-26.  To sum it up to have the Holy Spirit in us is to have Christ within us and if we have Christ with in us then the Father is within us because it would be impossible to separate the Father, son or Holy Spirit from dwelling with in a faithful child of God.
If we are led by (allow our lives to be directed by) the Spirit then we are the sons of God. The Spirit leads through his teaching. We have not received the spirit of bondage but the spirit of adoption. This means we do not have the spirit (disposition) of a slave – a spirit that cringes in fear of his master; for God is not an unmerciful master who regards us as nothing more than slaves. Instead we have the spirit or disposition of one who has been taken into the family of God as his child.  Since we are the children of God and not mere slaves we have the spirit (disposition) that causes us to cry out to him as our Father which indeed testifies of our love for him. The Spirit adds his testimony to ours to prove we are truly the sons of God.  The Spirit’s testimony is given in the gospel that there is this father-son relationship between God and those who obey and submit to the gospel.  Since we are sons of God we are heirs along with Christ if we suffer with him. – 1 Pet. 1:4
QUESTIONS – LESSON #13
1. How do I avoid condemnation? 8:1
2. What choices do I have when it comes to my walk? Explain these phrases 8:1
3. What makes one free from the law of sin and death? 8:2

4. What did God do that the law could not do? 8:3

5. What is the end result of being carnally or fleshly minded? 8:5-8
6. What is the end of those who are spiritually minded? 8:5-8
7. What is mentioned in this text as dwelling in the Christian? 8:9-11

8. How do we know we are the sons (children) of God? 8:14

9. What is the spirit of bondage and adoption? 8:15

10. In what way does the Spirit bear witness with our spirit that we are the children of God? 8:16

11. What benefit is there in being a child of God? 8:17
TEXT LESSON #14– Romans 8:18-39

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: 

"For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter."  

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 14 - 8:18-39
As Paul discusses the type of life one should live as they are justified by faith he primarily focuses on the fact that it should be one not characterized by sin. Paul has already stated that Christians are not to live according to the flesh but are to put to death the deeds of the flesh – Rom. 8:12-13.  The Christian is not to live for the gratification of his fleshly desires. Paul recognizes that this may entail suffering.  Many people choose to yield to sin just to avoid suffering that sometimes accompanies an effort to live righteously.
Paul, having introduced the idea of the necessity of suffering with Christ turns in the latter part of this chapter to enlarge this idea.  Paul’s purpose seems to be to encourage Christians to be faithful even in the midst of the sufferings of this life. Paul wants the Christians at Rome to know: 
1.) The hope of being finally revealed and actually adopted as children of God. Having presented a picture of us in our present state where we are subject to suffering, death and decay, from which we long to be delivered, Paul declares that our hope for deliverance sustains us in our suffering and motivates us to be steadfast to the end – Rom. 8:18-25.
2.) To be aware that the Spirit of God helps their weakness in prayer. It is sometimes the case that Christians either do not know what they should pray for or find themselves unable to put their feelings into words.  It is at times such as this that the Spirit intervenes to convey to God what saints cannot express and intercedes for them in such a way as to give proper expression to their desires. In his role as searcher of the heart the Holy Spirit is quiet capable of ascertaining the true desires of those whose minds are set on the Spirit – Rom. 8:26-27
3.) That God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God – 1 Jn. 5:3 and those who are called by the gospel – 2 Thess. 2:14; Rom. 1:16; No matter how difficult our circumstances are things will ultimately work out for our good if we have accepted the call. The people who respond to the call of God are justified and will be eventually glorified in the resurrection at the return of Christ. – Jude1; 1 Cor. 1:24; Rom. 8:28-30 
4.) That nothing in this world that causes them to suffer can possibly deprive them of the love of God. This is a majestic way of saying that no power or force can cause God to quit loving his people.  If we lose our souls, it will not be because he quit loving us rather it will be because we renounced him and his blessings. God is working things out for the good of those who love him, and no force can change that.  God will bring about our glorification if we continue to love him. Nothing can separate the saint from the God who loves him and whose love is made available in Christ – Rom. 8:28-39.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #14

1. How does suffering compare with glory? 8:18

2. Who or what does the creature or creation refer to? 8:19-22

3. Is hope important? Why? 8:24-25

4. How does the Spirit help us? 8:26-27

5. For whom will God work things out for good? 8:28

6. What are the things God has done that work to our ultimate good? 8:29-30

7. Is there any advantage in being a Christian? 8:31-33

8. What did and does Christ do for us? Discuss its significance. 8:34
9. Who can separate us from the love of God? 8:35-39

10. What can we conquer with the help of Christ? 8:37 
TEXT LESSON #15– Romans 9:1-18

I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 

6 But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, 7 nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, "In Isaac your seed shall be called."  8 That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed. 9 For this is the word of promise: "At this time I will come and Sarah shall have a son."  10 And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac 11(for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), 12 it was said to her, "The older shall serve the younger."  13 As it is written, "Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated."  

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! 15 For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion."  16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth."  18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 15 - 9:1-18

Paul now begins a new section of Romans in chapters 9-11 where he deals with the problems regarding the Jews and God’s rejection of them, but in reality it is another aspect of his discussion of justification by faith and the place of Israel in God’s purpose. Paul specifically addresses what seemed to be a conflict between God’s long standing relationship with the Jews as a result of the promises given to them and his rejection of them as his people on the basis of race for another people who included the Gentiles. Those Jews who rejected the gospel did not receive the blessings of salvation.  They resented the teaching they were not saved while the Gentiles were, for they felt that God was bound to bless them simply because they were Jews.

Paul in his first effort in responding to this apparent conflict seems to make a simple assertion of God’s sovereign right to choose whomever he desires in order to carry out his divine purpose. Paul uses several examples to demonstrate that it has ever been the case that God has chosen whom he desired to serve his purpose without respect to any merit in those whom he chose. The Jews had been historically the beneficiaries of God’s choices, but this was not through their worthiness. God is now fulfilling his promises and purpose in a way that makes the response of faith and obedience to his grace rather than racial descent the defining condition of his people. The Jews complain and reject this plan which opens the way for the inclusion of the Gentiles.  Paul seems to be telling the Jews that they had no basis for accepting God’s arbitrary choices only when they were favorable to them. If God could arbitrarily choose them for service then he was certainly free to choose to develop his plan of salvation in a way that would be beneficial to all men including the Gentiles.
Paul now begins this section with an assertion of the sincerity of his feelings for his people. He assures them of his love and concern for them.  He even conceives of himself as lost if it would save his kinsman. It was a genuinely painful experience for Paul to contemplate that his own people who had so long enjoyed the blessings of God would now reject the salvation available to all men in Christ the promised Messiah. Following this introduction Paul will now proceed in chapter 9 to show that God had the right to reject them if he saw fit since God is sovereign and has the right to choose whom he blesses or rejects.
God had made choices in the past that Israel had accepted and Paul reminds them about these choices.  God did not choose all the descendants of Abraham to be his special people. Isaac and Ishmael were both the sons of Abraham, but God only chose Isaac as the one through whom the special nation of God and the people would come (this choice had nothing to do with the eternal destiny of either Isaac or Ishmael). The Jews were very proud and often proclaimed they were the descendants of Abraham but they knew that God did not chose all of Abraham’s descendants as his special people only the descendants of Abraham that came through the son of promise – Isaac. The result of this reasoning was to nullify any claims the Jews could make on the basis of fleshly descent from Abraham. Just as God had rejected the Ishmaelites even though they were the fleshly descendants of Abraham now God could reject the fleshly descendants in preference for those who are the children of Abraham by promise – Gal. 3:29.
Paul also uses a second example of God’s choice among the descendants of Abraham when Rebekah who conceived twins, Esau and Jacob by Isaac.  Both boys were equal descendants of Abraham yet before they were born God chose to develop his purpose and plan through Jacob. This demonstrates that God developed his plan by his very own will and not on the efforts or conditions of men.  It is important to remember that all this was said with respect to the descendants and their physical status and not their salvation. 
The question that might arise from the observations of these arbitrary choices that God had made is whether or not God is unjust in these decisions. God is not unjust as he is completely free to grant mercy and compassion as he chooses. God’s decision to bless the Gentiles through Christ had nothing to do with whether the Gentiles deserved it, but it had everything to do with the love, mercy, and compassion of God.
Just as one can be the object of God’s mercy through no choice or effort of their own it also works in the reverse. God hardened Pharaoh so that he would have the opportunity to show his power. God brought the plagues as a result of Pharaoh’s hard heart and his fame spread as a result of these manifestations of divine power. Though it is said that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, it also said that Pharaoh hardened his own heart – Ex. 8:15, 32; 9:34. So God clearly indicates that Pharaoh was responsible for his refusal to comply with God’s will and that he was capable of choosing to comply – Ex. 10:3 – Pharaoh’s heart, therefore, was not hardened apart from his own will. God simply provided the occasion and opportunity.  God did not make him wicked; Pharaoh was wicked already.  God simply brought to bear on Pharaoh such influences as would lead a wicked man to harden his heart. Whatever God did that led Pharaoh to harden his heart would not have caused a good man to harden his heart.  God can use wicked people to accomplish his ultimate purpose and plan. 
The main point is that God has the right to deal with people as he chooses. He may choose to show mercy to some and harden others. The Jews needed to realize that he had the right to deal with them as he chose.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #15

1. What new train of thought does Paul introduce in chapter 9? 

2. How did Paul speaking the truth cause him anguish and pain? 9:1-2

3. What statement does Paul make that shows his deep love for his Jewish brethren in the flesh? 9:3
4. What are some things Paul states as pertaining to Israel? 9:4-5
5. Who is over all? 9:5

6. Why are not all Israel who are of Israel? 9:6-7

7. In what two senses is the word children used? 9:7-8

8. Would the Jews have condemned God for choosing Isaac or Jacob? 9:9-13

9. What lesson is God trying to teach the Jews? 9:15-16
10. Would the Jews have accused God of unrighteousness in his previous choices? What example was used? 9:14-18
11. How did God use Pharaoh to bring about his purpose and fulfill his promises? 9:17-18
TEXT LESSON #16– Romans 9:19-33

You will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His will?" 20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, "Why have you made me like this?" 21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? 22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 24 even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 25 As He says also in Hosea: 

"I will call them My people, who were not My people, And her beloved, who was not beloved."  26 "And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, 'You are not My people, 'There they shall be called sons of the living God."  

27 Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: 

"Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, The remnant will be saved.  28 For He will finish the work and cut it short in righteousness, Because the LORD will make a short work upon the earth."  

29 And as Isaiah said before: 

"Unless the LORD of Sabaoth had left us a seed, We would have become like Sodom, and we would have been made like Gomorrah."  

30 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. 32 Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. 33 As it is written: 

"Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, And whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame."  
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 16 - 9:19-33

In the previous section of this epistle Paul has shown that God has every right to show mercy to whomever he chooses. In regard to forgiveness of sins God shows mercy on those who meet the conditions for the forgiveness of sins while those who reject those conditions are hardened – I.E. – Pharaoh.

In this next section of his epistle Paul continues the discussion of this matter and now compares God to a potter and shows that God’s acceptance of the Gentiles and rejection of most of the Jews was according to prophecy and he states the reason for God’s choice.
Paul anticipates the following objection from the Jews.  If God hardened us then our weakness is not our fault, for we cannot resist God’s will so why does he find fault with us?  We pointed out in our previous lesson that God does not harden men apart from their own will and disposition to do evil.  God’s actions are always just. Paul’s overall response is to assert God’s inherent right as the Creator to make use and use the objects of his creative power as he pleases – Rom. 9:19-24. God has the right to deal with his people as he desires just as the potter has the right to deal with the clay.  The analogy of the potter and the clay is used to show the Jews have no more right to question God’s justice in using them than the clay could exercise in the hands of its potter – Jer. 18:1-10; Isa. 29:16; 45:9.
Remember this important point.  Potters do not intentionally make bad vessels.  However if we will yield ourselves to God so that he can make of vessels of honor then he has the right to reject us and make us objects of his wrath. The main point being emphasized by Paul is that God has the right to do as he pleases in dealing with men so when the Jews refused to yield to him and accept his Son he had the right to reject them.

God aims finally to give glory to the “vessels of mercy” those who have submitted to his conditions for salvation and are Christians, those called by God, from among both Jew and Gentile.  In the long range plan of God for redeeming man he had included both Jew and Gentile to be his new people.  All who respond to the gospel call will receive the salvation it proclaims.
God’s acceptance of Gentiles and rejection of most Jews was in accordance with prophecy – HOS. 2:23, 1:10; Isa. 10:22, 28:22, 1:9, 13:19. These quotations show that only a few Israelites would be saved. The prophet refers to a remnant meaning only a few and says if the Lord of Saboath (hosts of armies) had not left them a seed the Jews would have been completely destroyed just like Sodom and Gomorrah.

Why were the Gentiles accepted and the Jews rejected? Paul answers his own question when he explains the reason the Jews did not attain righteousness was because they thought it was obtainable through their works rather than by faith in God. When the Jews had adequately shown they would not attain righteousness by obedience to the law then God presented his Son as atonement for sin that men through faith in him might obtain righteousness. The Gentiles had not sought to be righteous as the Jews had; but when they heard the gospel, they accepted it, and through exercising an obedient faith, they attained righteousness.
The Jews had sought righteousness through the Law of Moses but failed to attain it because of their failure to keep the Law perfectly – Rom. 9:31. Their mistake was to seek righteousness by the works of the law rather than faith in Christ – Rom. 9:32.  Paul cites the prophet – Isa. 28:16 - to show that Christ had become a stumbling stone to all except those who believe in him – 1 Pet. 2:6-8. The Jews failed to put their faith in Christ because he was not what they expected the Messiah to be.  Let us make sure we do not make the same mistake today!

QUESTIONS – LESSON #16

1. What objection from the Jews did Paul anticipate? 9:19

2. What is the response of Paul and what analogy does he use? 9:19-24

3. Does the potter intentionally make a bad vessel? Explain why there are some vessels to honor and others to dishonor. 9:21

4. To whom does God give glory? Explain why. 9:23

5. What prophet says it was in the plan of God from the beginning to accept the Gentiles? 9:25-26

6. What prophet says that only a few Jews would be saved? 9:27-29

7. What did the Gentiles attain? 9:30

8. How did the Jews seek righteousness and what was the end result? 9:31-32
9. What is Christ to all who fail to believe? 9:33

TEXT LESSON #17– Romans 10:1-21
Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, "The man who does those things shall live by them."  6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or, " 'Who will descend into the abyss?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame."  12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."  

14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 

"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,Who bring glad tidings of good things!"  

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our report?"  17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: 

"Their sound has gone out to all the earth, And their words to the ends of the world."  

19 But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says: 

"I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation, I will move you to anger by a foolish nation."  

20 But Isaiah is very bold and says:

"I was found by those who did not seek Me; I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me."  

21 But to Israel he says: 

"All day long I have stretched out My hands To a disobedient and contrary people."  
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 17 - 10:1-21

In the preceding chapter Paul established God’s right to reject the unbelieving Jews and now he shows that this was not an arbitrary act, but was due to their own stubborn refusal to accept the salvation offered in the gospel.

As a result of the zeal of the Jews Paul was very earnest in his desire for them to be saved.  The problem was that their zeal was not according to knowledge.  The gospel reveals God’s way of making men righteous, but the Jews were ignorant of that soul saving message.  They thought they could obtain righteousness by the Law of Moses which would have required perfect law keeping thus making righteousness something they could not possibly attain. In order to be righteous through nothing more than the Law, men would have had to do the things written in it perfectly.  To violate the Law in one point would make them guilty of unrighteousness.  If one had succeeded which no one did (except Christ) they would have established their own righteousness by their perfectly living a righteous life, and would therefore have no need for God’s plan of righteousness which was revealed in the gospel.  No one ever achieved righteousness in that way.
To those who believed in Christ this brought an end to relying on the Law as a means of being righteous. While we can never attain righteousness by the Law and perfect obedience to it we can become righteous by faith in Christ as this is within our reach.

In contrast, the righteousness conditioned on faith is realistically obtainable.  In the next few verses Paul establish this reality. Paul now adapts the words of Moses regarding the commandments of God – Deut. 30:12-14 for his purpose by observing that God’s way of making men righteous by faith in Christ does not involve the seemingly impossible task of ascending into heaven to bring Christ down or descending in Hades to bring Christ up from the dead fro the benefits he can give to men. Instead, the word of faith which reveals God’s plan for making men righteous by faith in Christ has been made available to all men through the preaching of the gospel by the apostles. In the word of truth men were informed of the faith and righteousness and that it was not remote but in their own being.  It was in their mouth in the form of confession and in their heart in the form of faith. Paul makes it clear that man cannot be justified by perfect law keeping but he can be righteous by believing in one’s heart and confessing with one’s mouth as these are necessary to meet the conditions of righteousness.
Paul also makes known that since salvation is now accessible by a way of faith in Christ instead of the Law of Moses; there is no exclusion in its message. It is readily available to Jew and Gentile alike.  In the gospel Jesus is willing to save any man who is willing to call on the name of the Lord
God has provided all that is necessary for men to call on the name of the Lord and be saved so if the Jews were lost it was their own fault. Paul tells us what is involved in calling on the name of the Lord and being saved: 1.) Calling on him requires believing, 2.) Believing requires hearing, 3.) Hearing requires a preacher and 4.) Preaching requires that preachers be sent.  We would not have the gospel if God had not sent inspired men to reveal it to us.

Paul states in keeping with the words of the prophet Isaiah the Jews did not obey the gospel – Isa. 53:1.  We know that faith comes by hearing and the Jews had heard the gospel but were not willing to obey because of their stubborn resistance and refusal to submit their will to the will of God.  The Jews should have known the truth but rejected it.  The Jews having known God rejected his Son – Jn. 1:11-12 and the Gentiles who did not know God obeyed the gospel – what irony. 
QUESTIONS – LESSON #17

1. What was Paul’s desire and prayer? 10:1

2. How does Paul describe the Jews? 10:2-3

3. Who brought an end to relying on the Law as a way of being righteousness? 10:4

4. In the process of salvation what do we do with our heart and mouth? 10:6-10

5. How do we avoid shame? 10:11
6. Is God a respecter of persons? Explain your answer 10:12
7. What is involved in calling on the name of the Lord? What conditions must be met? 10:13-15

8. What was the response to the gospel? How far had it gone? 10:16-18

9. How does faith come? 10:17

10. What was the response of Israel to the gospel? How did the Gentiles respond? 10:19-21
TEXT LESSON #18 – Romans 11:1-15
I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, 3 "LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life"?  4 But what does the divine response say to him? "I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal."  5 Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work. 7 What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 8 Just as it is written: 

"God has given them a spirit of stupor,

Eyes that they should not see 

And ears that they should not hear,

To this very day."  

9 And David says: 

"Let their table become a snare and a trap,

A stumbling block and a recompense to them.  

10 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, and bow down their back always."  

11 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12 Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. 15 For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 18 - 11:1-15
In Paul’s epistle to the Romans in chapters 9-11 questions are discussed pertaining to Israel. In chapter 9 Paul showed that God had the right to reject them if he chose to do so. In chapter 10 he showed that it was their own stubborn rejection of the gospel and God’s Son that caused God to reject them. Now in chapter 11 Paul continues and concludes his discussion regarding the place of the Jews in God’s scheme of redemption. Paul argues that the divine scheme is not contrary to their interests, but just as in times past God has provided for the salvation of the faithful remnant among the Jews. The spiritual riches the Gentiles are now enjoying can be enjoyed by the Jews also if they will free their hearts from the hardness and unbelief that prevent them from be saved.
Paul ended the previous chapter by essentially observing that the Jews had failed to continue their status as God’s people because of their unbelief and disobedience – Rom. 10:16-21. Paul now raises the question as to whether this means that God has rejected the Jews as his people putting them beyond the pale of salvation. He responds with a resounding, NO!
His first proof of that would be that if the Jews were rejected by God then he would also be rejected since he was of the tribe of Benjamin – Phil. 3:5. If God had cast away all the Israelites then Paul himself would be lost.
Paul strives to make the point that just as in times past, God still accepts those as his people who are faithful to him, so it was not so much that God rejects fleshly Israel as it is by their own choice they have excluded themselves from the grace of God by their unbelief. Paul wants to make it clear that God is not rejecting those whom he has foreknown. In this case “His people whom he foreknew” refers to Christians, whether Jew or Gentile – Rom. 8:29. Also the people of God are foreknown only in the sense that God predefined conditions to which man must submit in order to be part of God’s people. The Jew as well as the Gentiles could be part of the people of God if they would be willing to submit to the conditions of faithfulness given by God‘s grace.
Paul now compares the present situation to that of Elijah’s time.  God has always accepted only the faithful remnant and rejected all others. Although Elijah thought he was the only one who was faithful to God there were 7000 others.  Just as there had been a faithful remnant in the days of Elijah there was a remnant in Paul’s day that obeyed the gospel and was therefore saved by grace. For a thing to be by grace means that it is not earned. So, Paul is simply saying that if salvation is by grace, it is not by works – that is it is not earned by works. If it is earned by works, then it is not by grace.  People accept God’s grace by meeting the conditions he set to obtain it. The conditions we meet for forgiveness do not earn salvation, so they cannot be the works of which Paul speaks. When Paul speaks of “works” in Romans, he has reference to perfect law keeping.  This is what would be required in order to earn salvation and eliminate grace. Paul is not saying there are no conditions to be met; he is saying that salvation is not earned by works so as to exclude grace.
Those elected by God because they chose to accept his grace had obtained salvation, but the rest of the Israelites were blinded (hardened) – Rom. 11:7. Paul attributes their hardened condition to God – Rom. 11:8 – yet their personal responsibility is clear.  God did not harden them apart from their own choice. It was their choice not to seek God with their whole heart – Jer. 29:13.  They had removed their heart far from God – Isa. 29:10, 13.  Jesus charged the Jews with having hearts waxed gross and ears dull of hearing – Matt. 13:13-15. While the scripture speaks of God hardening the hearts of men it is always in a judicial to men who have willing closed their eyes and shut their ears to the truth – 2 Thess. 2:10-12. By their stubborn rejection of Christ and their determination to cling to the works of the Law the Jews became ensnared by the very Messiah to whom the Law pointed – Gal. 3:24. The Jews choose the Law over Christ and thus he became their stumbling block. They rejected the salvation by grace available in Christ to their own damnation. Since the Jews rejected the gospel and by so doing rejected Christ this worked to the advantage of the Gentiles in the fact that the gospel would be taken to them – Acts 13:46.  The effects of this was to provoke the Jews to jealousy and that it might cause them to reexamine their own position, investigate the gospel, and seek the salvation enjoyed by the Gentiles. If God had used the rejection of the gospel and Christ by the Jews to result in good for the Gentiles then to what greater degree could he use their acceptance to an even better result as they would be given spiritual life?
QUESTIONS – LESSON #18

1. What did Paul use to show that God had not cast away all Israel? 11:1

2. Who are the people which God foreknew? 11:2
3. What was the purpose of Paul in using the example of Elijah? 11:3-4

4. What does the word “remnant” mean? Who was the remnant that remained? 11:5

5. How are grace and works compared and contrasted? 11:6

6. Even though some Jews obeyed the gospel how does God describe Israel? 11:7-10

7. What did the fall of Israel provide for the world? 11:11-12

8. Why was Paul speaking to the Gentiles? List two reasons 11:13-14

9. What did the rejection of the gospel by the Jews bring?  What would their acceptance bring? 11:15
TEXT LESSON #19 – Romans 11:16-36

For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in." 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? 25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: 

"The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;  27 For this is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins."  

28 Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their disobedience, 31 even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all. 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 

34 "For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?"  35 "Or who has first given to Him And it shall be repaid to him?"  

36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 19 - 11:16-36

The Jews had for the most part rejected Christ and his gospel. This resulted in the gospel being taken to the Gentiles – Acts 13:46.  The response of the Gentiles to the message of the gospel was one of faith and obedience. Israel fell as the result of unbelief and the Gentiles stand by faith. 

Two metaphors are used by Paul to illustrate and make his point about Israel’s condition: 1.) The first is an allusion to their sacrifices. If the firstfruit is holy, so is the lump – Exodus 23:19 – under the Law of Moses the offering of the firstfruits fruits to God made the rest holy in the sense of being acceptable for use and set apart to God. 2.) If the root is holy, so is the tree.  In the first figure the lump represents the people of God, which at one time was physical Israel.  In the second figure, the tree does. The root represents that from whom Israel came – that is the fathers of verse 28 – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These were the root or the firstfruit – the beginning of the nation.  If they were holy, so was the nation that descended from them. As Paul will show, however, this now includes only those who had the faith that their fathers had, thereby maintaining their connection with the fathers. The fact that a remnant of Israel was accepted by God through obeying the gospel meant that the remainder of them could be sanctified in the exact same way.
Paul now reminds the Gentile Christians that they should not be boastful or haughty in their attitude toward the unbelieving Jews. Paul uses the example of cultivated and wild olives trees to make this point. The unbelieving Jews, as branches of a cultivated olive tree, had been broken off because of their unbelief and believing Gentiles as if from a wild olive tree had been grafted into their places as a result of their faith.  Paul wants to make sure the Gentiles remember that it was from the stock of the Jews that they drew their benefits. God deals with the Gentiles believers as he deals with the Jews. They both remain as part of the olive tree by virtue of their faith but if their faith falters then God can again separate them from the source of their sustenance. In this way God demonstrates his capacity for kindness and severity, depending on the response from his creatures. Paul uses this reasoning to show that the Jews can shed their unbelief and be grafted into the olive tree to which they naturally belonged. They could once again be included in the people of God.
Paul now provides several reasons why the Gentiles should not exalt themselves at the expense of the Jews: 1.) The Jews had suffered a hardening.  This is not to say that they were not at fault for this hardening, but the Gentiles do not have the same occasion that the Jews have. 2.) This hardening is a partial one.  In other words some Jews will respond to the gospel with faith and obedience. 3.) The Jews have the same opportunity to be belief and be saved in Christ as the Gentiles do. 4.) Because of the patriarchs to whom God originally made the promise the Jews are still beloved by God – Rom. 11:28-29.  5.) The disobedience of the Jews had accrued to the benefit of the Gentiles. 6.) It is yet hopeful that additional conversions of the Jews might be the result of the obedience of the Gentiles – Rom. 11:31-32.
Paul’s assertion in verse 26 that all Israel will be saved is one of the more controversial statements in this epistle. It is often quoted as though it means that at some time in the future all Jews will one day be brought back into favor with God and be saved.  However, this conclusion ignores the whole context which declares that only a remnant will be saved. This would also make God a respecter of persons and we know the scriptures teach that God is impartial – Rom. 2:11. The word “so” is an adverb that means “in this way.” Israel would be saved in the way that was written in the prophecy quoted in these verses – that is, through the deliverer coming from Zion which is a reference to Christ. Salvation through Christ involves the New Covenant by which we attain the forgiveness of sins. This means that Jews would be saved in the same way that Gentiles are saved.  Paul did not say that every Jew would avail himself of this means of salvation, but he did say that every Jew had salvation made available to them – this is the way of salvation for all Israel.
Since the Jews had rejected the gospel they were at enmity with God, but God still loved them for the sake of their fathers – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob whom he had chosen despite their unbelief. The mercy of God is still available to the Jews as Paul has already stated that all are sinners and therefore all are in need of the gospel.  The Gentiles received the mercy of God as a result of the disobedience of the Jews and now the Jews can be recipients of mercy as a result of seeing the Gentiles enjoy the blessings of God. Paul is hoping this would spur them on to once again be a part of the people of God through faith and obedience.
Having concluded his discussion of God’s work in developing his scheme for redeeming man Paul stands back and marvels at the awesome wisdom and power of God in providing this wonderful plan for mankind. God’s wisdom, knowledge, and ways are incomprehensible and too deep for us to fathom.  We can only know God to the degree he has chosen to reveal himself to us. All things are from God and he is deserving of glory and honor – Rom. 11:35-36. God’s infinite sufficiency is such that he is the source, agent, and end of all things. To him alone belong all glory and honor forever and ever!
QUESTIONS – LESSON #19

1. What two illustrations does Paul use to make his point about Israel? 11:16-17
2. What does the olive tree represent? What do the broken branches represent? What does the wild olive tree represent? 11:17
3. What were the Gentiles not to do? 11:18

4. Why were the branches broken off? 11:19-20

5. What two sides of God’s nature are mentioned? 11:22

6. What could happen to the Jews if they did not continue in unbelief? 11:23

7. How does Paul refer to the grafting in of the Gentiles? Why? 11:24

8. What was hindering the Jews from faith and obedience? 11:25
9. In Romans 11:26 the scripture says, “And so all Israel shall be saved.” Does this mean that every Jew in the flesh will ultimately spend eternity in heaven? Explain your answer 

10. What are the two conditions that depict the Jews? Explain the different descriptions. 11:28

11. To whom did God make his mercy available? How did the obtain it? 11:29-32

12. How does Paul explain the depth and the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God? How does God reveal his wisdom to man? 11:32-36
TEXT LESSON #20 – Romans 12:1-21

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."  

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 20 - 12:1-21

In chapters 1-11 Paul has developed the major theme: that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation.  He has shown that God through his grace has provided salvation for all men if they are willing to receive it by an obedient faith. Beginning with chapter 12 he will make the practical application of that doctrine.

Since God in his mercy has provided salvation of all men through the gospel Paul now instructs the brethren at Rome that they should offer themselves in service to God and respond to his mercy.
Offering our bodies as a living sacrifice involves putting our bodies at God’s disposal and being completely devoted to his service.  This service is described as reasonable in view of the mercies of God. 

Offering ourselves in service to God necessitates: 1.) That we be different from the rest of the world, 2.) That we be transformed.  This word transformed comes from the Greek word – metamorphoo – which is the word from which we get the word metamorphosis, which describes the transformation of a caterpillar into a butterfly.  In the life of a Christian the change results in the renewing of our mind that comes about as a result of putting the old man to death and putting on the new man in Christ – Col. 3:5-11. This renewal of mind is necessary for anyone undertaking the task of doing God’s will.
Paul now urges the brethren to properly evaluate themselves so they can work in accordance with their talents and gifts.  Paul warns them to not think too highly of ones self since arrogance can rob a man of sound judgment and he will not adequately see his own deficiencies and weaknesses. Sensibility requires humility and sober thinking as we evaluate ourselves. This humility is derived from a recognition of the fact that the faith that empowers one in the exercise of his ability and gifts has been granted to him by God.
Paul now begins to compare the church to the physical body – 1 Cor. 12:12-27. Just as our physical body has many parts with each having a different function in our one body so the church is likewise one body composed of many members who belong to the same body. Paul’s statement that, “we are members of one another” emphasizes the close relationship and interdependence among members of the body of Christ
Paul now begins to list several functions performed by the members of the body of Christ. Whether supernatural gifts or natural abilities are under discussion the principle is the same.  We are to use these God given abilities to the fullest degree for the benefit of others and the building up of the body of Christ.

Beginning in verse 9 Paul begins to give instructions as to how we are to interact with one another. We are to love one another without hypocrisy, hate all that is evil and cling to that which is good, love and respect our brethren, be industrious and enthusiastic in serving the Lord, rejoice because of the hope we have, persevere in hard times, pray regularly, be generous and hospitable, seek the welfare of our persecutors rather than calling for evil to come upon them, be sympathetic, be humble, abstain from personal vengeance, conduct ourselves honorably, and live peaceably with others to the extent of our ability.
At the close of this section Paul uses several verses to give instructions regarding how we are to respond when we are mistreated. First, we are not to retaliate in kind by doing evil to those who do evil to us – Matt. 5:39-48. In stead we are to act and act in view of what is right to all men – 2 Cor. 8:21. We are to live peaceably with all men to the extent we are able. We should never instigate nor initiate trouble with others.  If others do us wrong we should not exact personal vengeance, but rather leave that to God to issue retribution in his way and in his time. Instead of acting in vengeance, good is to be done to the persecutor.  He is to be treated with kindness which is the very opposite of what he would expect for his misdeeds. The effect of such kindness is compared to the heaping of hot embers on his head – Prov. 25:21-22. Such a response has the effect of reducing rather than escalating the conflict. The Christian who follows these instructions will be certain to overcome evil with good rather than allowing good to be overcome by evil.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #20
1. What does God expect from me as a Christian? Why? 12:1

2. How are we transformed? What do we prove by being transformed? Explain 12:2

3. How should a man not think of himself? How should a man think of himself? 12:3

4. What does the phrase ”to each one a measure of faith” mean? 12:3
5. How many bodies are there in Christ? How many members? 12:4-5

6. What are the gifts given according to grace? 12:6-8

7. How are we to love? 12:9

8. What should our attitude be toward evil and good? 12:9

9. Why is brotherly love important? How is it connected to verse 13 and to whom we are to distribute? 12:10, 13
10. What must be our disposition in spirit? In hope? In tribulation? In prayer? 12:10-12

11. How should we react to persecution? 12:14

12. What attitude should we have about ourselves? 12:16
13. What practical rules does Paul give concerning our association with others? 12:17-18

14. To whom does vengeance belong? How should we react to our enemies?  12:19-21
TEXT LESSON #21 – Romans 13:1-14

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. 

8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not bear false witness," "You shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 21 - 13:1-14

Paul now begins to describe our God as a God of order who has ordained civil government as a means of preserving an orderly society. In the previous chapter Paul urged the brethren to present their bodies as a living sacrifice. Paul now begins to explain what a life devoted to God means in terms of a Christian’s relationship to civil government. Paul also admonished them in the previous chapter to avoid personal vengeance and allow God to exact his own. Christians are to leave room for the wrath of God and his observation that vengeance belongs to the Lord seems to tie in nicely with his characterization of the civil government as a “minister” of God, as an avenger of ones who practice evil.
With these thoughts in mind Paul now stresses the need to be obedient to civil government – Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-17.  He cites two reasons for their obedience. First, if Christians are not obedient, they can expect to suffer the penalty for their infractions.  Just because they are Christians they should not expect any special protection from any deserved punishment. By far the greater reason for submission to authorities is in their status as legitimate agents of God. Paul asserts that every governmental authority exists not only by God’s sanction but by his appointment. So to resist such authority is equal to being in direct rebellion against God himself.  The one who rebels against it can expect divine condemnation just as if they had directly disobeyed God.
However, it is important to observe that God ordains civil government in principle. This is to say that the office of governmental authority and the proper exercise of their authorities is the will of God.  This does not mean that particular leaders may not sometimes abuse these powers.  Corruption of government is no more pleasing to God than it would be for elders to abuse their powers given to then by God and wreak havoc on the church of our Lord, but this does not remove the right for government as God planned it to exist.

Paul by inspiration of the Holy Spirit declares an emphatic truth that the civil government is not of Satan but rather it is of God.  Since this is true we must conclude that the Christian may participate in the affairs of government, whether by installation as in voting, administration, or in enforcement whether in the police or military forces. It is extremely difficult to see how it could possibly be sinful for a Christian to participate in that which God has ordained. In such a case it would be righteous for the sinner to do (be member of the police or military force) while it would be sinful for the saint to engage in these same activities. 
Paul says there is no reason why disciple should not obey officials since they are a threat only to lawbreakers.  All that is required of Christians to avoid conflict with the authorities in the just exercise of their power is to do that which is good.  By doing so not only will this prevent any punishment of criminal behavior, but it will bring about the praise of the authorities.  Those who faithfully follow Christ are the best citizens any government could possibly desire.
As a minister of God, the primary duty of a government is to provide protection and security for its citizens So those who threaten social order subject themselves to the penalties for such imposed by the government charged with the duty to guard it. God empowers the government, whose emblem of power is the sword, which represents it rightful authority to impose any proportional punishment even death. Government that is denied the right of capital punishment bears the sword in vain, because God uses civil government as an instrument of his vengeance on evil doers. Paul concludes that the Christian ought to be in subjection to government for the sake of maintaining a clear conscience with God as well as to avoid the penalty for breaking the law. There is one exception when obedience to the government requires that we violate God’s law.
Since rulers are servants of God they have the authority to impose taxes to finance and facilitate the execution of their rightful duties. Christians are expected to pay taxes in order to insure the administration of god’s arrangements for civil order – Matt. 22:21. So Paul commands the disciples to render to all levels of officials whatever it is they are entitled to have as servants of God. The “tax” Paul mentions probably refers to exactions paid to rulers from the people on the basis of property ownership, while “custom” probably refers to tolls and taxes on the exchange and importation of goods. “Fear” is the reverence that expresses itself in acts of obedience, while “honor” refers to gestures of respect for their position even if we do not respect their personal character.
Paul now begins to discuss our responsibility to our neighbors in civil relations. Paul leads into this subject by tying it to the instruction in verse 7 to render all their dues.  To owe  no man anything does not mean it is wrong to buy on credit or to borrow money – Matt. 5:42. The point that Paul is trying to make is that we are not to leave any debt unpaid. What ever is due, we are to pay it when it is due. Suppose you enter into an agreement to pay so much a month on your house. When you make your payment you have paid all that is due until the next month. Paul is stressing when something is due, pay it. 

Paul now returns to the theme civil relations and premises his remarks on the law of love.  Christians should not be in a position of owing anyone anything except love.  That debt is never paid off. You cannot perform one loving act toward a person and claim that no more love is due to them. Paul stresses in these verse that if we love as we should then we will fulfill all the laws commandments regarding the treatment of our neighbor. The fact is if one truly loves their neighbor they will not do anything to them they would not want done to themselves – Matt. 7:12.  So if we act out of true love for our neighbor then we will never seek to do them any harm.
Paul now uses an analogy to describe his brethren as those just aroused from a nights sleep. The passage of time only brings the Christian closer to the day of his reward and means less time to make whatever preparations are required.  It is not unusual in the scripture for night or darkness to be used as a symbol of evil and light as an emblem of righteousness – Eph. 5:14; 1 Thess. 5:4-8. Paul’s statement that “the night is almost gone” is not a chronological reference, but rather it is a moral one – Rom. 13:12-13. It is simply another way of saying that the Christian having obeyed the gospel should be stirred out of the sleep of sin and be about the activities that are appropriate for a person who is awake and preparing for the duties  of the day. Carrying out the analogy Paul says that such a person should lay aside the garments suitable for nighttime (darkness) and put on the work clothes (armor of light) befitting our appearance in public. We are to put on Christ in baptism – Gal. 3:27 – and we are to continue to put him on in a sense of living according to his example and teaching so people see him in our lives.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #21

1. Who ordained (appointed) the governments of this world? 13:1
2. If we rebel against the government then we are in effect rebelling against whom?  13:2

3. What is the purpose of government? 13:3-4

4. Does the civil government have the right to enforce capital punishment? 13:4

5. Why must we be in subjection to the rulers? 13:5
6. Why should we render? 13:6-7
7. What attitude should we have toward our debts? 13:8

8. What do we owe every man? 13:8-9

9. What does love not do? 13:10

10. What can be said is nearer than when we first believed? 13:11

11. What are we to cast off and put on? 13:12

12. How are we to walk and how are we not to walk? 13:13

13. Who are we to put on? How does this take place? 13:14
TEXT LESSON #22 – Romans 14:1-23

Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 2 For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. 4 Who are you to judge another's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 5 One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written: 

"As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God."  

12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way. 

14 I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 15 Yet if your brother is grieved because of your food, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men. 19 Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another. 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are pure, but it is evil for the man who eats with offense. 21 It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak. 22 Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. 23 But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 22 - 14:1-23

There are certain practices that some Christians cannot engage in with a clear conscience even though there is no clear-cut condemnation of them in the scriptures. Other Christians are able to engage in these practices with a clear conscience.  Romans chapter 14 gives instructions with regard to handling differences of this sort so as to avoid strife.  This chapter is an application of the law of love spoken about in Rom. 13:8-10
We are to receive the one who is weak. The strong is to receive the weak - in contrast to arguing, disputing, and contending – Why? Because God receives them. Their differences (meats-days) were testing their fellowship. If their opinions in these matters of personal liberty were pushed on one another they could indeed cause division in the church at Rome.  So in an effort to diffuse the problem Paul by inspiration of the Holy Spirit tells them how to resolve their differences.  Romans 14:1 clearly teaches us the strong brother is to have a receptive attitude toward his brother who is weaker and not reject him.  RSV makes the phrase clear for us when it says “but not for disputes over opinions.” 

The strong brother who is the well taught brother understands he may eat all things with God’s blessings so he eats meat. The weak brother who has a tender conscience eats only vegetables as he has not reached the same level of understanding as the meat eater.  Neither should attempt to force his conclusion on the other for to do so could divide the church. They both do what they do in good conscience.  They just disagree. 

It is imperative that both parties exercise tolerance and patience.  Why? They are both accepted by God and if God receives both then each must receive the other   God receives both the meat eater and the one who eats herbs. It makes no difference to God about their dietary choices. Does God accept sin?  The answer is obviously, No! The text does not have anything to do with something sinful or unlawful.

All Christians are God’s servants. God’s approval of both people is apparent. God is able to make both stand whether they are the strong or the weak brother both are good men who are striving to serve God acceptably. Will God’s justice allow us to stand if we are in sin?  Again the answer is NO! Can you have one opinion about sin and I have another and we both will stand before God? No because sin separates us from God and God hates sin.

Eating meats was not the only problem over which the brethren at Rome were about to divide. Some were esteeming certain days as more important then others. Possibly some of the Jews had tender consciences regarding the Sabbath Day and other holy days observed under the Law of Moses. It is also possible the Gentile Christians also had some special days they observed.  No matter what judgment they made they had to be fully convinced in their own mind so they could act with conviction in regard to this personal matter. The strong brother esteems everyday alike while the weak brother esteems certain days above others.  Note the phrase “Let each be fully convinced (persuaded) in his own mind.”  This shows without a doubt that the text is referring to matters of judgment, opinion, things that are indifferent to God.  Does this include doctrinal and moral matters?  Will God allow us to engage in sin because we are fully convinced it is alright?  Never!

They both give thanks to the Lord understanding he is the source and giver of all good things even though with respect to eating meats or observing days they act in different ways. James 1:17; 1 Tim. 6:17.

Whether we live or die we all belong to God. God will not accept service from one who serves him selfishly. Our desire must be to satisfy God not ourselves. Each of us has a personal relationship with God because Christ paid the price for our salvation on the cross of Calvary.  God owns us and the right or wrong of our actions are determined by his word which makes salvation possible. What ever we choose to do in matters of judgment we must give glory to God – 1 Cor. 6:20 but can sin ever bring glory to God? The answer is a resounding, no!

Paul asks the question why do you judge your brother?  Do we have the right to judge one another over matters of personal opinions and judgments? In what areas should we not judge our brother? In matters that are indifferent to God and where he has granted us liberty. That is what is being addressed in the context of Romans 14!!!  Does this eliminate all judgment on our part?  No just on judgments over matters of opinion or personal liberty or indifference. Remember since the scriptures are inspired they cannot be in conflict with other passages. 

We can judge in matters of sin.  If God does not allow us to differ in matters of sin then I cannot judge my brother to be wrong when he commits fornication – 1 Cor. 5:1-5; Luke 17:3.
Under the law of Christ nothing is unclean - 1 Tim. 4:4-5. My duty toward the one who believes it is wrong to eat certain meats is to teach him the truth, but not to pressure or persuade him to do what he believes to be wrong. Neither can bind their opinion on the other as long as it is clean, good and pure.  The kingdom of God is not carnal but spiritual so we should follow after the things that make for peace and edify one another – Sin does not fit into the text.  Does sin ever edify? No. It is the responsibility of the strong to patiently strive to teach the weak brother about these truths – Rom. 15:1-2. We are to exercise tolerance and forbearance for brethren who differ with one another in matters indifferent to God or the church will splinter into tiny fragments.  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love – Gal. 5:6. Circumcision would never have become a point of contention if it had not been imposed by the Jews as an addendum to salvation. Whether we eat or do not eat we are neither the better nor the worse – 1 Cor. 8:8. 
If we serve Christ in these things (righteousness, peace and joy) then we can have unity.  Righteousness – the right and proper conduct toward one another; peace – always considering my brother; joy – our concern for others results in joy for them instead of grief.  To act in any other way would violate the nature and spirit of God’s kingdom.  We should not push our opinions to the point of causing strife or division in the Lord’s church

Paul now mentions three conditions – stumbling, offence and weakness that can be caused by insisting on and exercising our liberties. All things are pure but imagine causing a brother to lose his soul over eating meats or observing days. The price we pay and the sacrifice we make to edify our blood bought brother in Christ is truly great.  Let us exhibit true love for our brethren - John 13:34-35.
Paul closes this chapter by giving instructions to his readers to use extreme caution in exercising their liberties.  In matters of subjective faith, personal judgment, and opinions I am to “have it to myself." Sin is only involved if either of them violates their conscience or they try to bind their opinions upon each other.  Each must be fully persuaded in his own mind in regard to these matters of indifference. To act with doubt as to the correctness of our actions brings condemnation from God.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #22

1. Who is described by the phrase “weak in the faith”? How should they be received? 14:1-2
2. Who is described by the phrase “believes that he may eat all things”? 14:2
3. To whom is each man responsible? 14:3-4

4. Of what must each be convinced or persuaded? 14:5-6

5. As a Christian who is guided by the principle of love can we live our life just for self? 14:7-9

6. In this context what keeps us from judging our brother? What should we be more concerned about? 14:10-13

7. What is the importance of walking in love? 14:14-16

8. What describes the nature of the kingdom of God? 14:17

9. What is the rule for exercising our liberties? 14:18-21

10. How might a man condemn himself?  14:22-23
TEXT LESSON #23 – Romans 15:1-13

We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. 3 For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me."  4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 5 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 6 that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7 Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God. 8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers, 9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: 

"For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name."  

10 And again he says: "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!"  

11 And again: "Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!"  

12 And again, Isaiah says: "There shall be a root of Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall hope."  

13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 23 - 15:1-13

The first part of this chapter is clearly an extension of chapter 14 where Paul dealt with differences among brethren that could have destroyed their peace and harmony. Paul continues that discussion and shows that brethren should act in an unselfish manner in order to maintain peace and glorify God by preserving unity. In order for brethren with differing views toward these matters of indifference to God the strong must bear the infirmities of the weak. The weak are clearly identified as the ones who could not in good conscience engage in certain practices even though the practices were not condemned by God.  The other party is identified as the strong because they have knowledge and therefore they act in such a way as not to be a stumbling block to their weak brethren.  Since they have knowledge they do not act selfishly but in the best interest of their weaker brother and in a way that is for his good rather than their own personal pleasure.  
The purpose for pleasing one’s neighbor is not merely to preserve good relations and avoid conflict but to enhance his spiritual welfare. To act for the good of others is to follow the example of Christ who unselfishly suffered reproach for others. Christ suffered many things but the reproach of man’s sins fell on Jesus in the crucifixion. If Christ so willing bore such horrible suffering to rescue sinful men then surely man can make a sacrifice as relatively minor as forgoing the eating of meat if that is what is necessary to preserve a soul for which Christ suffered and died to save. Paul affirms the benefit we can derive from the Old Testament as he has just quoted a scripture from it and states that the things written in it are for our learning. We must acknowledge its teaching and the benefits we can derive from understanding its examples which give us hope.
The goal to be achieved is glorifying God in unity. This simply means they are to have the same mind and not have differing attitudes toward one another. They are encouraged to treat each other equally not disdaining some and esteeming others. Paul did not want them to base their treatment of others on ethnic, economic, or social status, but to treat one brother just as they would any other brother. This attitude will bear fruit in the form of harmony and unity on the part of the brethren.  They will find increasing agreement instead of escalating differences.  When brethren have a unified voice they glorify God by speaking the truth of the gospel.
Paul further elaborates on the fact that Christ has accepted both Jews and Gentiles by observing that Christ has become a servant to both. Christ was a Jew, and in his work he fulfilled the promises made to the Jews by God to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Christ verified the truthfulness of God’s words.  In the same way he also acted on the spiritual behalf (interest) of the Gentiles. As a result the Gentiles glorified God because of God’s mercy to them. If God was glorified when Christ received the Jews and Gentiles then he will also be glorified if we receive one another.
Paul ends with a prayer that they may be filled with joy and peace. This could only happen if they were willing to receive one another with the love due to a brother for whom Christ died.  If they did they could abound in hope which comes through the power of the Holy Spirit activated in the revelation of the gospel.

QUESTIONS – LESSON #23

1. How should the strong regard the weak? Why? 15:1-2
2. Who is given as an example of one who did not please himself? Why did he not please himself? 15:3

3. What purpose do the Old Testament writings serve for us today? 15:4

4. What particular characteristic was Paul referring to when he said, “be likeminded”? 15:5

5. With what are Christians to glorify God? What does this mean? 15:6
6. What is Paul instructing both the strong and weak brother to do? 15:7

7. Whose promises did Christ confirm? 15:8

8. Whom did Christ lead to glorify God for his mercy? 15:9

9. Why did Paul refer to these Old Testament passages? 15:9-12

10. What did Paul want God to fill them with? Why? 15:13
TEXT LESSON #24 – Romans 15:14-33

Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God, 16 that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 17 Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God. 18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient-- 19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 20 And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build on another man's foundation, 21 but as it is written: 

"To whom He was not announced, they shall see;

And those who have not heard shall understand."  

22 For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you. 23 But now no longer having a place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come to you, 24 whenever I journey to Spain, I shall come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for a while. 25 But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. 26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem. 27 It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in material things. 28 Therefore, when I have performed this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain. 29 But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 30 Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me, 31 that I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32 that I may come to you with joy by the will of God, and may be refreshed together with you. 33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 24 - 15:14-33

Paul having devoted the bulk of his letter to an explanation and justification of the Gentiles inclusion in the benefits of the gospel, now concludes with an explanation of the practical impact this fact has had on his ministry. Paul points out in verses 14-21 that he had actively and conscientiously endeavored to make the gospel available to the Gentiles. In the last paragraph of this chapter he will also point out that the involvement of the Gentiles in the gospel has led him to assist them in getting relief to their suffering brethren in Jerusalem – Rom. 15:22-33.
Even though Paul was a Jew he was commissioned to preach to the Gentiles – Acts 13:2 – and to this end he labored ardently in the teaching of the word which he was empowered to present by the Holy Spirit. Paul was bold to promote his ministry among the Gentiles not for self promotion, but rather to express the zeal he has for the work given to him by God. The aim of Paul was to preach in places where Christ was not known. Paul preached the gospel thoroughly from Jerusalem on the eastern extremity – Acts 9:28-29 – of his sphere to Illyricum which was a Roman province along the southeastern coast of the Adriatic Sea, a region north of Macedonia in the upper parts of the Grecian peninsula.
The demands of evangelizing the Gentile regions in a progressive and thorough manner did not afford Paul the opportunity to range as far west as Rome. Paul being confident of fulfilling his responsibility in the eastern areas of the Mediterranean Sea now assures the brethren in Rome of his plans to visit them as he had so long hoped. However, Paul is so conscious of his evangelistic duties that he would not make such a trip for the sole purpose of visiting Rome. Instead, he hopes to go to Spain on the western fringe of the Roman Empire and stop at Rome on his way. His purpose in stopping at Rome would be twofold: 1.) To be assisted by the Roman brethren in his travels to Spain and 2.) to have the pleasure of their company for a while and be able to teach and exhort them – Rom. 1:11-13.
Paul cannot immediately depart to be with them because he has a responsibility to the saints in Jerusalem. This particular service involved delivering to the poor saints of that city the contribution that the saints of Macedonia and Achaia had eagerly gathered for them – Gal. 1:10; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:9.  No doubt Paul is using this opportunity to teach the indebtedness the Gentiles have toward their Jewish brethren. Since the Gentiles were indebted to the Jews in a spiritual sense then certainly they could help them in regard to material assistance and fulfilling their physical needs.
Paul now closes his comments on his plans with a request for their prayers. He urges them by the authority of Christ and the love produced by the Holy Spirit to toil with him in prayers that he might be delivered from disobedient Jews who it seems were always seeking his life – Acts 20:3. Also, there is the possibility that the contribution from the Gentiles might be rejected by Jewish brethren no matter how well intentioned or desperately needed because of old prejudices toward the Gentiles. If these prayers would be answered then Paul could come to them in joy and be refreshed by their company. Paul ends this section with a heartfelt prayer of his own that God’s peace might bless them.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #24

1. What was Paul confident about concerning his brethren? Name three things. 15:14

2. Why was Paul able to write boldly? Through whom did Paul glory?15:15-17
3. With what did Paul confirm what he had preached? 15:18-19

4. Where did Paul always strive to preach the gospel? Why? 15:20

5. What had been the desire of Paul for many years? What had hindered him from visiting them? 15:21-23

6. At this point what were the future plans of Paul? 15:24
7. Where was Paul going? Why? 15:25-26

8. Why did the Gentiles feel a sense of debt to the Jews? 15:27-28

9. Why did Paul want the brethren at Rome to remember him in their prayers? Give three reasons 15:30-32
TEXT LESSON #25 – Romans 16:1-27

I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, 2 that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also. 

3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia to Christ. 6 Greet Mary, who labored much for us. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me. 8 Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved. 10 Greet Apelles, approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the household of Aristobulus. 11 Greet Herodion, my countryman. Greet those who are of the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord. 12 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who have labored in the Lord. Greet the beloved Persis, who labored much in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren who are with them. 15 Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet you. 

17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. 19 For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil. 20 And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my countrymen, greet you. 22 I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord. 23 Gaius, my host and the host of the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the treasurer of the city, greets you, and Quartus, a brother. 24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26 but now has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has been made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith-- 27 to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.
COMMENTS ON  ROMANS

LESSON # 25 - 16:1-27

In his closing remarks to the brethren at Rome Paul devotes himself much more to personal greetings than is usually the case. Such reflects the affection he felt for his brethren. This list of obscure names is of great value as it reveals Paul’s tender affection and high regard he had for his brethren in whom the gospel had born fruit.
Though she is not mentioned in the context of personal greetings, Phoebe is the first of about 35 persons named in Paul’s conclusion of this letter. Paul identifies this sister as a servant of the church in Cenchrea – Acts 18:18 – the eastern seaport of Corinth, which was about 7 miles away. She was to have gone to Rome and perhaps act as a courier for Paul’s letter. Therefore he encourages the Christians at Rome to receive her and render to her whatever help she needed. Paul gives her his highest recommendation to the church at Rome as a sister in the Lord who had extended hospitality, and had helped and ministered to the needs of others.
Paul now begins his long series of greetings including Priscilla and Aquila – Acts 18:1-3, 18, 26.Paul had met and worked with this couple in Corinth. We do not know how they had risked their lives for him, but the love and affection that Paul had for them and all the Christians mentioned are apparent.

They were to salute one another with a holy kiss which was an ancient and customary from of greetings – 1 Cor. 6:20. Paul was not commanding the kiss as the only acceptable means of greeting one another, but rather that it is holy. In other words, it was not to be hypocritical but expressive of true affection – 1 Pet. 1:22. Paul was well acquainted with the churches in the eastern Mediterranean and so he conveys their greetings to the brethren in Rome.
Paul inserts a strong warning against false teachers who cause divisions and offences. He exhorts the brethren to identify and avoid those who would pervert the gospel. Paul probably had the Judaizing teachers in mind as they had caused many problems and created much strife. These false teachers seek their own welfare and deceive the simple but the Romans had been faithful in their service to God and Paul desires for them to remain faithful and obedient.

Several of the brethren with Paul send their greetings including Timothy his well known fellow worker. Among those sending greetings to the Romans was Tertius who wrote the letter as Paul dictated it.
Paul closes with a prayer for them that summarizes what he had tried to say. He designates the gospel as the source of strength and the mystery that had been kept hidden for ages but now has been revealed by Paul. This gospel had been set forth by the prophets in their writings of the Old Testament, though the application and fulfillment of these prophecies is in the process of being made known to all the nations according to God’s directions. The result is a faith that leads to obedience – Rom. 1:5. Paul began this letter with the idea that the gospel could only have been orchestrated by God, who has thus expressed his wisdom. The God who gave us this gospel and is able to establish us is the only one worthy of glory.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #25
1. Who may have delivered the letter to the church at Rome? What commendation did Paul give to this person? What did Paul ask the Romans to do? 16:1-2
2. How did Aquila and Priscilla help the church and Paul? 16:3-5

3. Who was the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ? Explain the significance of this phrase. 16:5
4. What was the customary greeting of that day? What qualification did Paul place upon it? 16:16

5. What attitude were they to have toward those who were causing division? Why? 16:17-18

6. Specifically who is probably being referred to by Paul? 16:17-18

7. What type of reputation did the church at Rome have? 16:19
8. For what purpose has the mystery been revealed to all nations by Paul? 16:25-27
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