FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

First and Second Timothy and Titus have often been referred to as the “pastoral epistles” this is due largely to the denominational concept that a preacher is the “pastor” or shepherd of a local church. Neither Timothy nor Titus were described as pastors in the biblical sense of the word. Timothy was referred to as a minister – 1 TIM. 4:6, and was instructed to preach the word – 2 TIM. 4:2 and to do the work of an evangelist – 2 TIM. 4:5.
These epistles contain instructions with regard to the spiritual requirements of those who serve as elders or bishops of a local church – 1 TIM. 3:1-7. TITUS 1:5-9, ACTS 20:17, 28, 1 PET. 5:1-4 but the primary emphasis is the work related to a minister

AUTHOR

That Paul was the author of these letters which bear his name is strongly supported by both internal and external evidence – 1 TIM. 1:1-2. The content and styles are what one might expect from Paul. Early and consistent testimony from post-apostolic sources is that Paul wrote these epistles.
RECIPIENTS

To whom was this epistle addressed? The letter is addressed to Timothy, Paul’s son in the faith – 1 TIM. 1:2. Timothy lived in Lystra and was the son of a Greek father and a devout Jewish mother – ACTS 16:1-3. He was carefully trained by his mother Eunice and grandmother Lois. Timothy was probably converted by Paul on his first missionary journey – ACTS 14:6-23. When Paul came back through Lystra on his second journey Timothy departed with him and from that time on was a coworker and highly favored friend of Paul.
PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE

The primary purpose of this epistle is to warn the young evangelists regarding the false teachers and trouble makers which are causing problems in the local churches. 
This epistle also contains the practical instructions regarding the administration and functioning of the churches as is observable from the qualifications given for elders to Timothy – 1 TIM. 3 and Titus – TITUS 1.
All three letters have a common purpose in that they warn these young evangelists of the dangers of false teachers. Paul expects both Timothy and Titus to deliver the general instructions for the churches to the brethren in Ephesus and Crete. These letters were written by Paul as a means of encouraging these men who received them as well as a means of setting the churches in order. It is obvious that Paul desired for Timothy to do an effective work in Ephesus and Titus to do the same in Crete.

DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING

This epistle when all things are considered seems to conclusively belong to the last stage of the life of Paul. Specifically, that period following his first imprisonment in Rome, it is generally believed after two years imprisonment in Rome from 61-63 A.D. that Paul was freed. It was during this period of liberty that he wrote his first epistle to Timothy and Titus probably about 63-64 A.D. It is almost certain he would have left Rome before its burning in 64 A.D. and prior to Nero’s persecution of Christians. 
So the likely scenario is that Paul departed form Rome in 63 and Macedonia where he wrote First Timothy and Titus. At some point he was rearrested and tried in Rome. The strong tradition is that he was beheaded outside Rome about 68 A.D. is supported by the tone of Second Timothy in which he writes and acknowledges that death awaits him – 2 TIM. 4:6-8.

The best information available as to the origin of this epistle may be Paul’s reference to Macedonia where he left Timothy at Ephesus – 1 TIM. 1:3. The great similarity between the letter to Titus and the first one to Timothy suggests that they may have been written at the same time and place (as is true with Ephesians and Colossians). If Paul was in Macedonia it would have been a relatively easy journey across the Balkan Peninsula to Nicopolis, where he had determined to winter – TITUS 3:12. It is noteworthy that Paul had anticipated being released from his imprisonment in Rome and making his way to Philippi in Macedonia – PHIL. 1:26, 2:24. It is easy to imagine a scenario in which he would have released from prison and sailed to Crete where he would leave Titus and then go on to Ephesus where he left Timothy, and then to Philippi where he wrote First Timothy and Titus. 
OUTLINE OF FIRST TIMOTHY
I. Introduction and greeting – 1 TIM. 1:1-2
II. Initial warning against false teachers – 1 TIM. 1:3-20

A. Contrast of strange doctrines with faith – 1:3-7

B. The purpose of law – 1:8-11

C. Paul’s personal example – 1:12-17

D. Paul’s charge to Timothy – 18-20

III. Paul’s instructions to Timothy – 1 TIM. 2:1-3:!6

A. Regarding prayer – 2:1-8

B. Regarding women – 2:9-15

C. Regarding organization of the church – 3:1-16

a. Overseers (elders or bishops) – 3:1-7

b. Deacons – 3:8-13
c. The purpose of Paul’s letter – 3 :14-16

IV. Second Warning against false teachers – 1 TIM. 4:1-16

A. Doctrines of demons – 4:1-5

B. Timothy’s responsibilities – 4:6-16

a. A good servant – 4:6

b. Godliness – 4:7

c. An example – 4:12

d. Exhortation and teaching – 4:13

e. Spiritual gift – 4:14

f. Persevere – 4:15-16

V. Instructions regarding the elderly – 1 TIM. 5:22-6:10

A. Correcting older men and women – 5:1-2

B. Teaching regarding widows – 5:13-16

C. Teaching regarding elders – 5:17-21

VI. Practical instructions for dealing with others – 1 TIM. 5:22-6:10

A. Recognizing sin – 5:22-25

B. Responsibilities of slave – 6:1-2

C. False doctrines – 6:3-5

D. Benefits of goodness vs. riches – 6:6-10

VII. Paul’s final charge to Timothy – 1 TIM. 6:11-16

A. Fight the good fight of faith – 6:11-16

B. Instruct others – 6:17-21

TEXT LESSON #1 – 1 TIMOTHY 1:1-11
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope, 2 To Timothy, a true son in the faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. 

3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia--remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 4 nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith. 5 Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, 6 from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk, 7 desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm. 8 But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 9 knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, 11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was committed to my trust. 

COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #1 – 1:1-11

In nine of his thirteen epistles Paul begins by referencing the fact he is an apostle. It would hardly seem necessary for him to remind his close companions and friends, Timothy and Titus of his apostolic status. Perhaps the reason is to bolster the confidence of two young men who are faced with the difficult task of opposing some serious challenges to the faith by false teachers.  They need to be assured they are working under the commission and authority of a duly appointed apostle of the gospel. Others must obey Timothy just as they would the apostle himself. Paul desires for these young evangelists to be confident and assertive in meeting the threats of false teachers knowing they have his support as an apostle of Christ.
Paul did not usurp his authority as an apostle but was given orders by Christ on the road to Damascus to assume this status– 1 COR. 9:16.
Paul designates Timothy as his true child in the faith, which brought them into their relationship. Paul enjoyed a special relationship with Timothy since he was largely responsible for his conversion in light of the fact that he was the one who brought the gospel to Timothy’s home in Lystra – ACTS 14:7-8, 16:1-3. Paul had taken Timothy under his tutelage while he was still very young and had him travel with him. So we can see how easy it would have been for Paul to become a father type figure to Timothy. This relationship grew stronger as the result of Timothy’s father being a unbelieving Greek and Paul being without a child since he was not married. Timothy responded in such a way that confirmed this designation as a son accurately reflected the relationship between him and Paul.
After being released from prison in Rome, Paul went to Macedonia going through Ephesus where he left Timothy. Paul was just as concerned with the faith of these Christians now as he had been before they obeyed the gospel. The church was plagued by the perverse doctrine of the Judaizing teachers. Paul knew the urgency of this situation so he left Timothy in Ephesus to confront these false teachers with sound doctrine. Any teaching that differed from that already delivered by the apostles is to be rejected and corrected. Ephesus had been a hub from which the gospel had gone forth – ACTS 19:10, 26. This critical situation could only be entrusted to one familiar and faithful to Paul and so he chose Timothy.
The particular yet not the only area of teaching in which they were experiencing difficulty had to do with stressing great importance on the tracing of their ancestry. It seems it meant a great deal to Jews in that day and time to be able to trace their ancestry back to Abraham or some other Jewish leader. To be so concerned with these areas did not help anyone and certainly did not promote the cause of Christ and it had to be corrected.

Paul instructs Timothy to do more than just authoritatively contradict these false teachers. He desires for him to correct them in such a way that they will repent and have pure hearts, a good conscience, and sincere (unhypocritical) faith in God.
Yet, some are not satisfied with such a noble goal and they deviate and involve themselves in pointless pursuits and miss the purpose of God. Even though it is stated that they knew not the Law this is not to be understood that they were entirely ignorant of what the Law taught. They were just majoring in the minors and missed the whole purpose of the Law which was to point out their sin and point them toward the Savior – Christ Jesus. They were spiritually blind and the scriptures teach us if the blind lead the blind they will both wind up in the ditch. The paths these people have taken serve no noble or good purpose. This is the very problem Paul charges Timothy to address.
Paul does not want to create the impression with Timothy that he has rejected the Law for the purpose which God intended for it to be used or that it is evil – ROM. 7:13. The Law is good when it is used for its intended purpose. Paul’s point seems to be that the Law was not intended for self promotion which is how it is being used by the Judaizing teachers. There is harmony between the purpose of the Law and the gospel of Christ. The Law point out the sinfulness of man and his need for a Savior since the Law could not take away sin – HEB. 10:4. The gospel of Christ provides grace whereby the sins of man can be taken away when he responds with faith and obedience – HEB. 5:8-9 - this was the gospel that was committed to the trust of Paul who was to preach it to the Gentiles – ACTS 26:16-18
QUESTIONS – LESSON #1

1. How would you define the term – apostle? Give both general and specific examples from the scriptures. 1:1
2. When, where, and why did God command Paul to be an apostle? 1:1

3. In what sense is God our Savior? 1:1

4. If God is our Savior in what sense is Christ our hope? 1:1

5. How did Paul refer to Timothy? Why? 1:2

6. What seems to be the purpose of this letter to Timothy and the reason for Paul leaving Timothy in Ephesus? When and where was it written from? 1:3
7. How would Timothy determine if doctrine was true or false? 1:3

8. Why were some interested in fables and genealogies? 1:4

9. What should their focus have been on? 1:5
10. To what had some turned? 1:6

11. How are they described? 1:7

12. What did these teachers of the Law not understand about the Law? 1:8

13. What is the purpose of the Law?1:9-10

14. What was committed to Paul’s trust? 1:11
TEXT LESSON #2 – 1 TIMOTHY 1:12-20

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. 
COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #2 – 1:12-20

The apostle Paul expresses his genuine gratitude for Christ enabling him to serve. The enabling powers of Christ are often mentioned by Paul in his epistles – 1 COR. 15:10; 2 COR. 12:9; PHIL. 4:13. We might desire to ask the question, “How could Paul be counted “faithful”’ before he was converted? It is understood when used by Paul in this context to refer to his being “trustworthy” in regard to his character. Christ knew the character of Paul from the time of his birth – GAL., 1:15 – and it was because of this dependable quality that he called him – ACTS 26:14-18.
Paul sets forth himself as an example of someone who has been saved by the grace and mercy of God. It is obvious that Paul is trying to contrast himself with these self righteous Judaizing teachers. Paul knew despite all his sacrifices and efforts in the kingdom of God that he could not boast because God was the one who strengthened him to do what he had done in service to the Lord. Paul’s view was that he deserved punishment since he had contradicted and spoken evil of the gospel and even persecuted the church – ACTS 26:10-11. In spite of all this God displayed mercy (compassion) on him. This was because Paul was not aware that he was opposing God, but even so it is important to note that this mercy did not make it unnecessary for Paul to obey the gospel – ACTS 22:12-16.
Paul is making the point with these Judaizing teachers that since God’s grace was sufficient to save him and if he as a Pharisee could abandon Judaism to embrace the gospel then they could make the same choice. Paul knew what is was like to be a great sinner and need God’s over abounding grace. This grace was sufficient not only to save a sinner like Paul but also to entrust him with the ministry of God’s word. Paul responded to this grace with faith and love just as we should do today – TITUS 2:11-12. In realization of all these facts Paul states that it is a faithful statement (one that is trustworthy, reliable, one that is worthy of acceptance without any reservation) that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. Paul sees himself in the forefront of those needing this forgiveness. It seems the more Paul understood about the magnitude of God’s grace the more unworthy he felt because of his life before conversion - EPH. 3:8; 1 COR. 15:9 and thus the urgent need to do all he could in the service of God. What happened to Paul serves as a pattern and example even to us today. We can be religious and be honestly mistaken and by so doing not be in the proper relationship with the Lord. Paul’s conversion stands as a model for all who recognize they are headed in the wrong direction and turn in obedient faith to the Lord. No matter how deeply mired in sin the Lord is longsuffering and patiently waits for all men to come to repentance – 2 PET. 3:9. The apostle Paul sets forth the example that forgiveness is always possible and life everlasting is the reward for those who believe – REV. 7:16-17; 21:4
Paul rejoices and glorifies the King who made this gift of eternal life possible. He describes him as “immortal” which means he is not subject to corruption like men and never changes – ROM. 1:23; MAL. 3:6; JAMES 1:17 – “invisible” which describes the fact that no one has seen God, but that man comes to know God by faith – HEB. 11:1, 27 – “the only wise God” – ROM. 16:27 – which speaks to his unique, glorious, incomparable nature.
Timothy is to take seriously the charge given to him by Paul. Paul charges Timothy to be true to the prophecies made at the time of his commitment to working with Paul. He reminds him the ministry of God’s word is not subject to rationalization, compromise, or change of any kind – GAL. 1:6-9. Paul reminds Timothy that he is involved in spiritual warfare with Satan and he must fight the good fight by exercising his faith and maintaining a clear conscience. The Judaizing teachers rejected these basic truths and as a result their faith had run aground on the reefs of unbelief and was breaking apart. Paul names Hymenaeus and Alexander as they posed threats in this area. Paul had publicly recognized these men as agents of Satan and had withdrawn from them – 1 COR. 5:5 – the purpose of this withdrawal was so they might repent and learn not to blaspheme. By teaching this false doctrine that led souls into apostasy, and they blaspheme the gospel by speaking against its purity and truth.
The most important point is not who they were but that their false doctrine was not ignored because to do so would have allowed them to subvert the faith of those who heard them – ROM. 16:17; TITUS 3:10-11 
QUESTIONS – LESSON #2

1. How did Christ enable Paul? 1:12

2. In what sense did Christ count Paul as faithful? 1:12

3. How did Paul describe himself before he was a Christian? 1:13, 15

4. What reasons does Paul give for having obtained mercy? 1:13, 16
5. What is the relationship of grace, faith, and love? 1:14
6. What was the faithful statement made by Paul? 1:15

7. How is the conversion of Paul a source of encouragement for us? 1:16
8. How does Paul describe God? 1:17

9. What “charge” did Paul commit to Timothy? 1:18

10. How does faith suffer shipwreck? 1:19
11. In what sense did Paul deliver Hymenaeus and Alexander to Satan? 1:20

12. What was the purpose for taking this action? 1:20
TEXT LESSON #3 – 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8

Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 7 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle--I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying--a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

8 I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; 
COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #3 – 2:1-8

This part of Paul’s epistle opens with the word “therefore" which suggests that what he is about to say is based on what has been already stated. Paul having left Timothy in Ephesus and having urged him to contend for the faith and to teach no other doctrine than the gospel of Christ now turns his attention to public worship. He informs Timothy how the public worship of the church should be conducted – 1 TIM. 3:15. The contents of the second chapter might well fall under the heading of conduct in the public meetings of the church.
First of all is the discussion concerning prayer. That Paul addresses prayer first among all items which require his attention is indicative of its importance. The main point Paul is trying to make concerning prayer is that it needs to be offered for all men of various ranks and stations in life. Public assemblies of the church ought, above all else to be a time and place of prayer. Paul urges four different kinds of prayers – 
1. Supplications - entreaties, requests for specific needs. HEB. 5:7; 
2. Prayer - an oratory to God that seeks the normal needs of life that are always present. 1 THESS. 5:17-18 
3. Intercessions - petitions – the idea of pleading on behalf of another. – ROM. 8:26-27, 34; HEB. 7:25
4. Thanksgiving – the acknowledging of God as the source of every good and perfect gift – JAMES 1:17 – expressing thanks acknowledges that we  are not self-sufficient but that we depend on his guidance – COL. 3:17

These four kinds of prayer are closely linked to the four basic elements of prayer:

1. Adoration – praise

2. Confession – of our sins
3. Thanksgiving – refers to our expression of gratitude to God

4. Supplication – our petitions or requests for our specific needs as well as the needs of others.

These prayers are not to be restricted to a particular group of people. It is proper and necessary for the prayers of the saints to include all kinds and groups of men. Perhaps it was the case that false Judaizing teachers threatening Ephesus had excluded some (kings, rulers, unbelieving Gentiles) as being unfit subjects for prayer. So Paul says that those who might be viewed as least deserving of the prayers of Christians such as rulers who are unjust, corrupt, and oppressive are the very ones who must be remembered in prayer since they have the most power to hurt God’s people. To exclude them from prayer would suggest a lack of faith in God’s ability to affect political powers (providence) in the interest of God’s people. So Paul urges them to pray for these rulers and include them in their request to insure them a quite and peaceful life. When you think about it nothing disrupts the work of Christians and slows the spread of the gospel more than war, persecution, and civil unrest. These matters are largely under the control of the civil government so we should pray for them so the atmosphere is conducive for evangelism and peaceable living in a godly and respectful manner.
God views prayers for all men even evil rulers to not only be acceptable but good. This is because he sees a higher purpose in prayers, which are not primarily for the benefit  of the rulers themselves, but for the good of those whose salvation might be otherwise blocked by the misconduct of rulers. A peaceful world grants freedom from distractions which prevent all men from turning their attention to salvation. Paul’s continued reference to all men and God ‘s desire for them to be saved is perhaps being contrasted to the bigotry of the Judaizers who tied salvation to race and the Law.
God’s desire for the salvation of all men is based upon the truth – 2 PET. 3:9 -  that he is the only God and that Christ is the only mediator. The point is meaningful in view of the fact that the Jews and pagans are accustomed to the idea of their God (gods) being limited to certain races or territories – ACTS 19:28

Christ did not give his earthly life to purchase back from sin only one race, but to pay the ransom price for all – MATT. 26:28.

Paul was appointed an apostle and proclaimer of this truth. Anyone could also make this claim but they not confirm the full range of facts covered in the life, death and resurrection of Christ by signs and miracles. Paul is not like the Judaizers with their false teaching but is one who is able to assure them the things he speaks are indeed the truth and come from God. Perhaps he is stressing this to contrast between himself and the Judaizing teachers. Not only does Paul teach the basic truth of the gospel – 1 COR. 15:1-4 – he also encourages the growth of those who obey it – 2 PET. 3:18. Paul also makes it clear that he was specially appointed as an apostle to the Gentiles – ACTS 9:15; ROM. 1:5; GAL. 2:8-9 – probably to point out the racism of the Judaizers.
“Therefore” shows the close connection between this paragraph and the last. Since Paul has received these instructions as to the nature, scope, and purpose of prayer he wants men (Greek word – aner – is never used of the female sex) in every place (every where saints are gathered for public worship as a congregation) to pray. It is noteworthy that men are the ones who are to pray. As Paul will discuss shortly, women have an important role, but it is not to lead in public worship, particularly prayer. Prayer must only come from the lips of men whose hands are holy (separated from sin). The phrase “lifting up holy hands” means prayer must be offered up with the right attitude and spirit. The tradition in ancient times was to stand with hands outstretched and lifted up, with the palms turned upward. This is not a mandate for a certain posture for prayer but rather an attitude of the heart – NEH. 8:6; PSA. 63:4, 134:2, 141:2; 1 KINGS 8:22; 2 CHRON. 6:12-13.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #3

1. What is the significance of Paul’s introduction of his remarks on prayer with the words “first of all”?  Is prayer more important than any other acts of worship? 2:1

2. What type of prayers should be offered and for whom? 2:1

3. Why should we pray for kings and those in authority? What requests should we make in those prayers? 2:2

4. How does God view prayer? 2:3
5. Who does God desire to be saved? 2:4

6. Does the Calvinistic concept that God arbitrarily elects some people to salvation and leaves others to be damned be reconciled with the statement that he “desires all men to be saved”? Explain 2:4

7. How many mediators are there between God and man? Who is this mediator? 2:5

8. What did Jesus gave himself as? Explain 2:6

9. What three things does Paul say he was appointed to be? 2:7

10. Is Paul excluding women from public prayer by his use of the word men? What is meant by the phrase “lifting up holy hands”?2:8
TEXT LESSON #4 – 1 TIMOTHY 2:9-15

in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works. 11 Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. 12 And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 15 Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control. 
COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #4 – 2:9-15

In the previous verses Paul has given instructions to men concerning their roles in the public assemblies in regard to leading prayer. The phrase “in like manner” now brings attention to the fact that women must also manifest a spirit of holiness. While men were instructed about prayer women are now instructed about a different matter which concerns their attire and conduct. In context this would be in reference to the assemblies but the same principle is taught in other passages – 1 PET. 3:1-4; 1 TIM. 3:11; TITUS 2:3-5.
Although women do not participate in the leading of public prayers in the assemblies they do make a statement by their appearance and conduct. Paul instructs them to not try to call attention to themselves or their station by adorning themselves with expensive jewelry and clothing. The dress of saintly women must be agreeable to propriety and must reflect that they are not seeking to be on display. It must be sensible and consider what others would consider respectable attire. A woman who is a Christian distinguishes herself by being involved in good works and displaying an attitude of reverence for God and by doing so professes godliness. Her inward attitude is reflected by her outward outward attire – PROV. 4:23.
In verses 11-15 Paul gives some specific charges to women and then explains why they are given. Paul states that a woman should learn in silence which does not mean no sound at all because obviously she sings in the public assemblies but this Greek word (hesuchia) expresses quietness and gentleness of spirit. This is completely different from the Greek word (sigao) used in 1 COR. 14:34 which means no sound at all. Paul says plainly that it is inconsistent with the relative roles of men and women for the woman to assume a teaching position or act in any other function that would allow them to exercise authority over men
Paul cites two reasons why women are to be in subjection – 1.) the priority of Adam’s creation and 2.) Eve’s deception in the original transgression – GEN. 3.
The first fact reflects God’s will that men lead. The second fact probably reflects that when women step into a role not given to them by God they usurp his authority.
Yet, there is hope in the woman’s position. As opposed to men, who serve in the role of leaders, women act as nurturers to children. If they faithfully serve in this God given role they will be saved. This statement does not mean that every mother will be saved and every barren woman will be lost, but it does mean that a woman who is willing to submit to God and fulfill her role given to her by God will indeed be blessed since she displays the virtues of faith in God and love for others. She too is important in God’s creation but she has a role different from that of man.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #4
1. How does Paul instruct women to adorn themselves? 2:9
2. How should women not adorn themselves? 2:9

3. What attitude will cause a woman to dress modestly? What will always accompany this type of attitude? 2:10

4. How is the woman to learn in the public assembly? What does this mean? 2:11

5. What two things did Paul charge a woman not to do over the man? 2:12

6. What two reasons does Paul give for woman’s subjection to man? 2:13-14

7. How will the woman be saved? Explain  2:15
TEXT LESSON #5 – 1 TIMOTHY 3:1-7

This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence 5(for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 
COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #5 – 3:1-7

Paul now turns his attention to the organization of the church. This chapter and the last are related in that they deal with order and organization, whether in the worship or work of the church. It is for this sole reason that Paul is writing to Timothy and instructing him as to how the local church is to worship and work – 1 TIM. 3:15; TITUS 1:5.The fact that Paul first addressed the worship of the church and then officers of the church may in some way reflect the fact that the church may function without officers but it cannot function without worshipping God.
Paul alludes to the importance of what he is about to say by first assuring his readers of the reliability of the statement. Any man who makes it his goal to become an over seer (Bishop) is aspiring to a good work. Overseers are desperately needed and their work in the church is critical to its effectiveness and to its functioning in an orderly manner. Without those willing to serve in these positions the church would surely suffer. This office is not one into which a man falls, but rather sets his eyes on and prepares himself for it.
Paul cites 16 qualifications for a bishop that may be divided into 2 groups: first those pertaining to his reputation among members of the church and secondly those pertaining to his reputation among unbelievers. The first one; ”above reproach” and the last one “a good reputation” may be considered summary qualifications. This may explain why the second group has only one qualification, for the idea may be that the overseer’s reputation among unbelievers must be good in the same areas where he enjoys good standing with the members of the church. The first group may be further subdivided into two groups; first, those relating to the interactions with the church and then those relating to daily life.
A reputation which is “blameless; above reproach” is indispensable to the overseer. He must be “one who cannot be laid hold of” as if to be charged, grabbed, and hauled off to jail. He is beyond censure or condemnation by any respectable citizen for any serious wrongdoing – 1 SAM. 12:3-5. He is also “the husband of one wife” simply meaning he is not an adulterer or polygamist. He is a one woman man. He has a reputation for being faithful to his marital companion. The overseer is also “vigilant, temperate” This man is not indifferent toward sin or any false teaching, nor does he go to sleep as the drunkard, but he is watchful – HEB. 13:17. His life is characterized by level headedness and moderation. He does not allow any influence to obsess his life or cloud his judgment. He is also “sober, prudent” or sound minded. He possesses a sane clear and healthy way of thinking rather than being driven by impulses and sudden urges. He exercise self control and is discreet. He is “of good behavior, respectable” His behavior conforms to that which Christians consider orderly and proper. He is “hospitable, given to hospitality” It is a joy for him to entertain unknown travelers in his home and provide for their needs. He should be a man who has the same spirit of the good Samaritan – LUKE 10:30-36. Brethren are drawn closer when received into one another’s house – ROM. 13:12; HEB. 13:2. He is “apt to teach, able to teach” He should be able to instruct others how to become and then how to grow as Christians. An elder must have Biblical knowledge (be well grounded in the doctrine of Christ) and the skill to express it in an understandable way because it is his primary task to see to the spiritual growth and welfare of the church – 1 TIM. 5:17.
Relating to the daily life of an overseer he must be one who is ”not given to wine, not addicted to wine” He must not be one who lingers beside wine. A bishop should not indulge in the habit of drinking wine or any other kind of intoxicating liquors. He not only is not a drunkard but he is not even social drinker – 1 PET. 4:1-3. “Don’t be addicted to wine is not an approval of moderate drinking anymore than when the Bible says “do not be enslaved to sin”  that it is giving approval to moderate sinning.. He is “no striker, not pugnacious, not violent” he must not be quarrelsome, ready to come to blows with his fists. He must be peaceable, forbearing, reasonable, and gentle in disposition – 2 TIM. 2:23-25. He also must not be “greedy of filthy lucre” He does not focus on getting rich by any means but especially in ways that would be dishonest. He is a man whose honesty is without question – 1 PET. 5:2. He is also “patient, gentle” he acts becomingly toward people.  He is considered by people to be descent, fair, reasonable, and yielding. He is not “a brawler, uncontentious” so he is not given to strife and debate. His nature is not to be quarrelsome and initiate a conflict. He is “not covetous, free from the love of money” His attitude does not focus on trying to attain riches – 1` TIM. 6:6-10. He is not preoccupied with the acquisition of material goods nor is he unduly concerned with monetary gain. This is very important since as an elder he must exemplify the practice of liberality. He is one who “rules well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity, manages his own household well” He must control his children in a dignified manner. Paul stresses the importance of the overseer as one who has demonstrated his managerial skills in his home because the presence or absence of the qualifications he has mentioned will often be seen there. No man who fails in the leadership of his home should graduate to an arena where such skills are even more critical. Even if he seems to possess all the foregoing qualifications an overseer must”not be a novice, not a new convert”  or else he might fall into the condemnation which befell the devil. Indications are that the devil exerted him self beyond his proper station by yielding to pride – JUDE 6. Likewise, a young convert might view his appointment as a promotion rather than a service and allow himself to become authoritarian with pride.
Paul sums up the overseer’s relations with unbelievers by the qualification that he has ”a good report of them which are without, a good reputation” A hypocrite exposes his life to public derision, therefore he must be a man who is held in high esteem even by those of the world. A congregation rises no higher than its leadership. The church will be held in esteem in the community in which it serves if the overseers are men of righteousness whose character is unquestioned. If an overseer falls into reproach then the church is reproached and the name of God is blasphemed – ROM. 2:21-24.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #5

1. Is it wrong for a man to desire the office of a bishop?  How can this be reconciled with a proper sense of humility? 3:1
2. What is the difference between a bishop, a pastor, and an elder”? Give scripture for your answers
3. What is a faithful and true statement? 3:1

4. Is a lack of overseers a common problem among churches of Christ? Why?

5. How many of the qualifications for an overseer are positive requirements? 3:2-7
6. How many of the qualifications for an overseer are negative? 3:2-7

7. What are some other ways these qualifications could be viewed or subdivided? 3:2-7

8. What specific qualifications focus on the man and his family? 3:2, 4-5
9. Why should he not be a novice? 3:6

10. How many of these qualifications of an overseer must be present in our lives also? 3:2-7
TEXT LESSON #6 – 1 TIMOTHY 3:8-16
Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience. 10 But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless. 11 Likewise their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. 13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 

God was manifested in the flesh,

Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory.  
COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #6 – 3:8-16
Paul is addressing maybe the most common reason for churches failing to carry out the God given work assigned to them. Many problems are the result of there being a lack of men qualified to serve as elders and deacons. Paul is revealing the Lord’s pattern for the local church government for a reason and when congregations refuse to follow this pattern they are rejecting the wisdom of God.
Deacons are to be “grave, reverent, men of dignity, worthy of respect” Men who hold this office take their faith seriously and approach life with sound sober thinking.  They are not double tongued. Their word is dependable and honest. They do not speak one thing but mean another. They do not make opposing statements from one person to another. They are “not to be given to much wine, not indulging, not addicted” which is the same standard for an elder -1 TIM. 3:3 – This versed does not allow what other verses disallow – drinking parties. A Christian should not drink intoxicating liquors that can cause drunkenness – GAL. 5:21 - and destroy one’s influence for Christ – 1 THESS. 5:21-22. We must remember that in the Bible that the word “wine” oinos sometimes referred to unfermented juice – MATT. 9:16-17. The one who serves as a deacon must also “not be greedy of filthy lucre, not greedy for money, not pursuing dishonest gain, not fond of sordid gain” Those who love money will be tempted to gain such by any means possible whether it is honorable or not. The idea is that the ethics of deacons will not allow them to pursue a dishonorable means of obtaining wealth. To the contrary they will “hold the mystery of faith with a pure and clear conscience. The mystery of faith is a reference to the gospel – 1 COR. 2:7, EPH. 3:3-5, COL. 1:26-27. They treat their faith as precious. Deacons are also to be “proved or tested” in other words he has shown by his life the ability to do what is required of him. Others have respect for his ability to handle various situations. He is also “blameless, beyond reproach”  which would attest to his reputation and life before he began to serve as a deacon. One who serves in this capacity is the  “husband of only one wife and ruling their children and own houses well, good managers of their children and households” Even so their wives must be “grave, reverent, worthy of respect and dignified. “Not slanders, malicious talkers, gossips” she will not make false accusations. She must also “be sober, temperate” of sound mind and judgment. She must also be “faithful in all things, trustworthy in everything” she must be faithful to her husband, to her family, to her brethren and to Christ. A deacon’s wife must be dependable.
The work of deacon performed well is an honor and provides assurance to their faith. Paul writes with the hope he will see Timothy soon. Yet, plans can go awry so he feels the need to convey this information about the organization of the church to just in case it does not work out to see Timothy in the near future. The context would support the idea that the church being spoken about is the local church. Paul calls it God’s house and he clearly states it is the pillar and ground (support) of the truth. The church defends and spreads the truth. Paul closes by with a statement to Christians that they acknowledge these facts about Christ – He was born in the flesh, verified to be the Son of God by miracles, seen by angels when he was raised from the dead, preached among the nations, believed on by people all over the world, and taken up to the right hand of the throne of God. . These facts summarize the life of Christ and his purpose. 
QUESTIONS – LESSON #6
1. How many qualifications does Paul mention for a deacon? What are they? 3:8-12
2. How does one hold the mystery of faith with a pure conscience? 3:9

3. Do deacons serve a probationary period? Explain 3:10
4. How do the scriptures describe the family of a deacon? 3:11-12

5. What do those who serve faithfully as deacons attain? 3:13

6. What things did Paul write to Timothy about? Why? 3:14

7. In what way is the church “the house of God’? 3:15

8. Why is the church described as the pillar and ground of the truth? 3:15

9. How does Paul use the term “mystery’? 3:16

10. What are the six expressions mentioned by Paul? 3:16
TEXT LESSON #7 – 1 TIMOTHY 4:1-6
Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; 5 for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 

6 If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed. 

COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #7 – 4:1-6

In the previous chapters of this epistle Paul has set forth the fundamental truths for both the conduct of ministers of the Lord’s church and its organization so the authorized work and worship of the church can be accomplished. This portion of Paul’s epistle to Timothy can be divided into two parts. The first part verse 1-6 is the prophesy about the approaching apostasy and the second part verses 7-16 is his instructions to Timothy regarding his personal conduct. 

Paul reveals by inspiration of the Holy Spirit some warnings regarding the approaching apostasy. Paul desires for Timothy to understand in spite of all his efforts to teach the truth and keep the church pure some will still choose to depart from the faith. The Holy Spirit is clear in this warning that an apostasy will occur. Paul by prophesy had issued a similar warning just about 6 years earlier to the elders of the church at Ephesus – ACTS 20:28-31. Paul had been straightforward with these elders and even told them this apostasy would originate from their own ranks. Paul now reissues this warning to Timothy and proceeds to identify the doctrinal elements which will characterize it. The Holy Spirit has conveyed this information to Paul ”explicitly” meaning that he was conscious of the very words as if they were audibly spoken – 1 COR. 7:40. 
Paul says this apostasy will occur in the latter times. This term would be inclusive of all the time from Pentecost – ACTS 2:17 - until the second coming of Christ – HEB. 1:1-2. In other words this apostasy will occur during the last (gospel) dispensation of time. The faith, which stands for the whole of the gospel – JUDE 3; ROM. 1:16-17 – and whose basic elements have just been listed by Paul – 1 TIM. 3:16 – will be abandoned by some. They will desert it and begin to divert their attention to false teachers who perpetrate fraudulent ideas upon them. These are called spirits and the word actually stands for false teachers – 1 JN. 4:1 – the doctrine or teaching they offer is from the devil so they are referred to as demons. For example, Judas in the scriptures is referred to as “a devil” – JN. 6:70 – but we know he was not literally a devil rather he was merely serving the purpose of the devil. It is in this same way that false teachers are under the influence of the devil. These false teachers may claim an interest in the souls of others and claim that they love them and the truth but hypocritically ignore evidence and facts contrary to their false system which is really the object of their love. They will stoop to dishonesty in an effort to uphold what they claim to be the truth – MATT. 26:59-60. It is as though their consciences have been seared with a hot branding iron until they are no longer sensitive to the truth – EPH. 4:17-19.; HEB. 3:12-13 – and thus they become void of feeling.
Paul specifically enumerates some of the errors of their false doctrine. First, the prohibition of marriage and next they insisted on abstaining from certain foods. They did this to deprive the flesh since they viewed it and its desires as sinful. It became a form of asceticism and Gnosticism and was even advanced by a sect of the Jews known as the Essenes. They believed that matter was inherently evil so they sought to isolate themselves as much as possible from any pleasure it offered. Two of the strongest human appetites are the sexual desire and hunger. These false teachers were advocating self deprivation to the point that Paul warns the Colossian brethren about its dangers – COL. 2:8, 16-19
Paul condemns this heresy in no uncertain terms even though he only focuses on the prohibition of foods even though the principles upon which he bases his condemnation are also applicable to celibacy. Paul clearly states the eating of foods should not be condemned for they were created by God for the very purpose of supplying the needs of those who believe and know the truth. So if they were forbidding certain foods then they were guilty of condemning God and the food he created for their benefit.
Paul goes even further and says that everything created by God is good – GEN. 1:31, 9:3; MAKR 7:19; JAMES 1:17. It should be noted that he does not say that everything is good for whatever purpose desire to use it, but he means that nothing is to be rejected as being inherently evil and thus having no useful purpose. The good which God’s blessings bring is contingent upon people receiving them with thankfulness and recognition of God from whose hand these blessings are supplied. Those who truly receive God’s gifts with gratitude will not use them for sinful purposes. God’s blessings, particularly food, are set apart by God for our good and should always be received with hearts full of thanks and by so doing acknowledge him providentially as being the source of our daily bread.
It is important that Timothy warn his brethren of the nature of this approaching apostasy so they might be capable of identifying it when it appears. If he fulfils his duty in this matter he proves himself to be a good minister or servant of Jesus Christ. A good minister will warn of departures as well as exhort the brethren to faithful obedience. Even today Christians need to be reminded constantly of the dangers of departing from the faith – 2 PET. 1:12-13. 
QUESTIONS – LESSON #7

1. What did the Holy Spirit through Paul warn Timothy about? 4:1

2. What warning did Paul issue earlier in his life? To whom did he issue this warning? ACTS 20:28-32

3. What is “the faith” from which some are falling away? 4:1

4. If some were in the faith and fell away from it, what will be their end? 

5. When would this apostasy begin? Define 4:1

6. What is the cause of all apostasy? 4:1-2

7. What happens to the conscience of one involved in false teaching? 4:2

8. What were these false teachers forbidding? Why, what was their reasoning? 4:3 

9. How should one who believes and knows the truth react to this teaching? 4:3-4

10. Can the good things created by God be used improperly? Give some examples 4:4-5

11. What is sanctified by the word of God and prayer? 4:5

12. What does Timothy need to do to be a good minister of Jesus Christ? 4:6
TEXT LESSON #8 – 1 TIMOTHY 4:7-16

But reject profane and old wives' fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness. 8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. 9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. 10 For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. 

11 These things command and teach. 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. 
COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #8 – 4:7-16

In the previous section the apostle Paul warned Timothy that some would depart from the faith being lead away by false teachers who spoke lies in hypocrisy. The best way to refute false doctrine is to teach sound doctrine and reject the myths which are invented in the minds of men. Paul describes them as profane which means they were worthy to be trodden underfoot because they were nothing more than religious superstition and tales. Things of this nature only lead to strife.
Just as an athlete conditions and trains his body to participate in an athletic event Paul exhorts Timothy to exercise himself to godliness. In the same manner we must exercise ourselves to godliness. Godliness does not occur by chance self control is necessary just as it is in physical training. As we become stronger spiritually we are better equipped to resist temptation and serve God effectively.
All of Paul’s efforts were to develop the inward man. He was dedicated to living for Christ.. He placed his trust in him and realized his grace which madder salvation possible was available for all men. It was universal in scope – 1 TIM. 2:4; MARK 16:15-16.
Paul encourages Timothy to lead a godly life by giving him a command (charge) Timothy is to be the type of example that will not allow anyone to look down on him because of his youth. Timothy is to teach these things forcefully. He must also use and develop his ability by giving heed to reading, exhortation, and doctrine. He is not to neglect advancing in both knowledge and proficiency when it comes to teaching. Paul is instructing Timothy to strive to be a model Christian in his talk, actions, brotherly love, piety, and moral cleanness.
In these last several verses 13-16 Paul seems to be giving particular attention to Timothy’s conduct in the assemblies of the church and his public remarks are surely to include reading from the scriptures for their encouragement and instruction. This was especially important in that day and time since individual copies of them (scriptures) were not available for their reading at home. Paul also reminds Timothy not to neglect his special gift probably that of prophecy. Paul had probably bestowed this gift upon Timothy with the laying on of his hands just before he took him from his home in Lystra – ACTS 16:1-3 – but the elders of the church – ACTS 14:23 – had also laid hands upon Timothy as part of his blessing regarding the work of the ministry in which he was about to engage.  He is to be attentive in applying Paul’s instructions to his personal life and careful in maintaining them in the face of adversity. Only in this way can he guarantee that he and his hearers will be saved – JAMES 1:22-25. When there is failure to believe and teach the truth the results will always be that precious souls are lost for eternity. 
QUESTIONS – LESSON #8

1. What was Timothy to reject or refuse? Why? 4:7

2. What was Timothy to exercise? Why? 4:7

3. What are the comparisons between physical and spiritual exercise? 4:8

4. What is the reward of exercising godliness? 4:8
5. Toward what did Paul labor and strive? Why did he so? 4:10

6. In what sense is God the Savior of all men? 4:10

7. What is Timothy charged to command and teach? 4:11

8. Why might anyone possibly look down on Timothy? Could he overcome this possible prejudice?  How? 4:12
9. What was Timothy exhorted to give attention to? Why? 4:13-15

10. What did Paul instruct Timothy to give heed to? Why? 4:16

TEXT LESSON #9 – 1 TIMOTHY 5:1-16

Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, younger as sisters, with all purity. 

3 Honor widows who are really widows. 4 But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before God. 5 Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day. 6 But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives. 7 And these things command, that they may be blameless. 8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 9 Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number, and not unless she has been the wife of one man, 10 well reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently followed every good work. 11 But refuse the younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ, they desire to marry, 12 having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith. 13 And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not. 14 Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully. 15 For some have already turned aside after Satan. 16 If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows. 
COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #9 – 5:1-16

The minister in addition to his public proclamation of the gospel must at some times correct the faults of the brethren. To accomplish this difficult task requires wisdom, sympathy, longsuffering, and skill. As he discharges his duty to rebuke, teach and exhort – 1 TIM. 4:13. He must not forget about the various relationships he sustains with the saints. Paul instructs Timothy to appeal to an older man rather than rebuking him sharply and to speak to him privately instead of having a public confrontation where it would appear that he is challenging the polder brother. Paul encourages Timothy to use good judgment in these matters. It would indeed be wiser to call an older brother to one’s side and discuss the matter privately as a son would do in showing respect to his father. This also applies to other relationships with younger men, older women, and sisters in Christ who are to be treated as brothers, mothers, and sisters. Paul also adds that Timothy should treat the younger women in all purity, which would be a reference to the sexual misconduct that is so prevalent today.
It is obvious that in order to “honor widows who are widows indeed” carries not only the thought of respect but also is inclusive of material support. The word widow means “bereft or left alone”. Paul describes the widow indeed as meeting the following qualifications: 1. As one who has no children or grandchildren to support her; 2. Has her hope fixed on God; 3. Continues in supplications and prayers night and day. The last two qualifications are spiritual ones which describe a woman who is devout, faithful and has dedicated her life to spiritual service to God. Those widows who cannot be described as such are categorized by Paul as pursuing sensual pleasure. In fulfillment of the fifth of the Ten Commandments children are to care for their parents so the first responsibility for such support lies with the widow’s own family. Our parents helped us in our youth and now we help them in their old age.
Paul desires for Timothy to make it clear to the brethren that the church is to honor those who are truly widows, that children should provide for their parents and that widows should abstain from worldliness. There is a severe indictment against those who fail to do so. If they neglect this God given duty then they are worse than an unbeliever and have denied the faith. To be guilty of this sin brings reproach on the name of Christ and the church he purchased with his blood. No Christian man or woman is exempt from this responsibility.
Certain questions must be answered in the mind of the congregation before they can offer the use of the church treasury and to put the widow on the roll which would imply they would be supporting her on a permanent basis. Look at the list of qualifications: 1. She must be at least 60 years old; 2. She must be a one-man (husband) woman in other words when she was married she was monogamous, keeping her self to the one man to whom she was sexually entitled; 3.  She has a reputation for good works and she is noted for her helpfulness and charity; 4. She has reared children who are a credit to the church and her community; 5. She has shown hospitality to strangers; 6. She has washed the feet of her brethren; 7. She gave aid to relieving the sick and; 8. She has been an energetic worker for good. 

However, Timothy is to reject younger widows, because they have not reached the point where their fleshly desires have subsided. Other problems of having younger widows on the list would be that they could become idle which would give rise to gossip and meddling in other people’s affairs. So it was the desire of Paul to have the younger widows, marry, bear children and manage their homes. They were instructed to do so with such diligence in their duties that unbelievers would have no basis for accusations. It is possible that Paul is speaking from experience and that he has seen the tug of the world on some widows be so strong that they have ceased to follow Christ and have turned to Satan.
Paul closes this section of his epistle to Timothy by reiterating the importance of any believing man or woman who has widows that they are personally responsible for providing care for them and the church should not be burdened with that financial responsibility.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #9

1. Who is the man being described by Paul? 5:1

2. What advice does Paul give Timothy? Why? 5:1
3. What contrast is involved with rebuke and exhort? 5:1

4. What other relationships does Paul discuss with Timothy? Why does Paul mention “all purity” in regard to relationships with females? 5:2

5. What does the term “honor” express? What is meant by the expression “widows indeed”? 5:3,5
6. What debt do we owe to our parents? Why? 5:4
7. What is the condition of the man who refuses to care for his own? 5:8

8. In what sense does this make the benevolent work of the church limited? 5:4, 5:8, 5:16

9. What qualifications must a widow meet in order to be taken into the number so she is under the permanent care of the church? 5:9-10

10.  Why were younger widows refused permanent support from the church? What did Paul recommend for them to do? 5:11-15
11. What individual responsibility does a believer have in regard to their widows? What is the responsibility of the church? 5:16
TEXT LESSON #10 – 1 TIMOTHY 5:17-25

Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine. 18 For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain," and, "The laborer is worthy of his wages." 19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses. 20 Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear. 21 I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. 22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people's sins; keep yourself pure. 23 No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent infirmities. 24 Some men's sins are clearly evident, preceding them to judgment, but those of some men follow later. 25 Likewise, the good works of some are clearly evident, and those that are otherwise cannot be hidden. 

COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #10 – 5:17-25

In our last section we examined the honor due to those who are widows indeed. In this next portion of his epistle Paul instructs Timothy as to the proper treatment of elders in the Lord’s church. Paul has made it clear that all elders are to be held in high esteem but he emphasizes the fact that some are worthy of double honor. There may be some questions as to what is meant by this phrase double honor. Does it refer to two different kinds of honor or two degrees of honor? There are many views and comments as to what this phrase means: 1. Double pay; 2. Honor plus salary; 3. Twice the pay of 60 year old widows; 4. Honor as an older man and honor as an elder; 5. Honor as a brother and honor as an elder; 6. Special regard because of position and work as an elder which would include some monetary compensation. Paul’s citation of the O.T. scriptures – DEUT. 25:4 -   and its principles seem to indicate that he is making the point that the ox received for his work grain which was in essence his wages. So if the ox received pay for his work what should the man who is faithful, skillful and devoted to the private and public proclamation of the gospel receive for his efforts? Paul seems to be suggesting that those elders who do an outstanding job should be recognized both by word and financial means also since the laborer is worthy of his wages – LUKE 10:7, 1 THESS. 5:12-13, HEB. 13:17
Men who take on the work of an elder are in a leadership role and as such they are subject to criticism of their judgments. Paul is instructing Timothy to exercise care as to how he handles such charges. Charges against anyone should be sustained by at least two witnesses – DEUT. 19:15; MATT. 18:16 – but circumstances require that this principle especially be maintained with respect to accusations against elders. To allow the testimony of one witness to condemn an elder would make it too easy for injustice and confusion to rule the day. However, if the testimony is sufficient to sustain the charges, Timothy must rebuke the sinner in the presence of the rest of the elders and the congregation to provide the example that sin will not be tolerated (even by elders) and must be deterred – GAL. 2:14. Paul urges Timothy to adhere strictly to these principles of justice without bias. 
Paul reminds Timothy that the Father, the Son and the angels - all of whom will have a part in bringing humans to judgment 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – are witnesses to the obligation he is imposing on Timothy and whether or not he will act accordingly. Paul gives a word of caution to Timothy on how to prevent the problem of sinning elders. Paul desires for Timothy to be careful and select men who are qualified, because if you rush to judgment you will select men who are not worthy of this office and by so doing you will become a participant in their sins.
The connection of the last few verses to this next verse - 5:23 - may not be immediately clear, but Paul may be offering this advice because he has earlier exhorted Timothy to keep himself pure. Timothy may have even taken the Nazirite vow at an earlier time in his life – NUM. 6:3. One thing is perfectly clear that Timothy did not make a practice of drinking wine because Paul had to instruct him that is was permissible to take a little wine for his stomach – in other words Paul was prescribing it for medical reasons. Those who try to use this passage to justify social drinking usually take this passage completely out of context and do not apply the passage in whole – I.E. – if it justifies drinking wine sold in the marketplace today would it not also prohibit us from drinking water? Paul was instructing Timothy not to drink water because the water was often far from safe. What Paul was instructing Timothy to do was to stop drinking water and start drinking a little wine instead for medicinal purposes. This passage does not allow what 1 PET. 4:3 disallows – drinking parties. A Christian should not drink intoxicating liquors that can cause drunkenness – GAL. 5:21 – as well as destroy one’s influence for Christ – 1 THESS. 5:21-22

Paul closes this section on the appointment of men to these positions of responsibility and cautions Timothy to not act in haste. As Timothy scrutinized these men under consideration to be elders perhaps he might have asked Paul, how do you know if men or qualified or not? Paul’s answer is their character will be evident in their deeds, or in the words of Jesus: “ You will know them by their fruits” – MATT. 7:!6. The sins of some men are so obvious that their bad reputation precedes their judgment. Yet, even sins that are artfully hidden will become evident under the light of close examination. Of course, the opposite is also true, good character will manifest itself through its deeds – MATT. 11:19. The good character and deeds of the just will not remain hidden under close enquiry and investigation, even if they might be overlooked by mankind they will not be overlooked by God in the day of judgment.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #10

1. Of what is an elder who rules well to be counted worthy? What does this phrase mean? What are the qualifications for one to receive this type of honor? 5:17
2. What two illustrations does Paul use to show that this type of honor is merited? 5:18

3. When an elder is accused of sin what is the procedure? How does this display the wisdom of God? 5:19

4. If an accusation against an elder is found to be true what is to be done next? Where and for what purpose? 5:20

5. How would Timothy possibly be tempted to be partial or prejudiced? 5:21

6. What word of caution does Paul give Timothy? Why? 5:22

7. Since Paul told Timothy to “drink a little wine” should this be accepted as authority for Christians to drink alcoholic beverages today? Explain your answer using the scriptures. 5:23

8. Why and for what purpose did Paul give Timothy these instructions? 5:23
9. How would Timothy know who qualifies to be appointed as an elder? 5:24-25
TEXT LESSON #11 – 1 TIMOTHY 6:1-10

Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed. 2 And those who have believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brethren, but rather serve them because those who are benefited are believers and beloved. Teach and exhort these things. 

3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 5 useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself. 6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #11 – 6:1-10

In this chapter Paul continues to give Timothy instructions about different groups in the church. Paul has already given instructions regarding the treatment of various age and gender classes – 1 TIM. 5:1-2, widows – 5:3-16, and elders – 5:17-25. Paul now begins to issue instructions about slaves – 1 TIM. 6:1-2, money seeking and strife causing false teachers – 6:3-10, Timothy’s personal conduct – 6:11-16, 20-21, and wealthy brethren 6:17-19.
It is not surprising that Paul mentions something about slaves since slavery was universally practiced through out the Roman Empire and many of these slaves had rendered obedience to the gospel. Since faith in Christ unites all believers in fellowship with God and with one another the question would naturally arise as to how they should now respond to each other. It is undoubtedly a temptation to slaves to interpret the freedom and equality offered thru Christ and the gospel as nullifying their bonds, especially if their masters are believers. If so, this attitude could surely wreak havoc on the church, as it will be seen as imperiling the social order of that day and time. Paul by giving these instructions is seeking to head off such a crisis by informing Timothy that believing slaves are not to construe their freedom in Christ as an excuse for insubordination or insurrection. To the contrary slaves are to view their masters as being due the utmost respect or else the character and teaching of God expressed in the gospel will be brought into disrepute – 1 PET. 2:18-19.The gospel of Christ did not abolish slavery but it did regulate the conduct of both the master and the slave – 1 COR. 7:20-24. Believers whether slave or masters were to conduct themselves in a way so that the name of God and his doctrine were not blasphemed. Society needs to see the effect that obedience to the gospel can have on the lives of both slaves and masters. They need to treat one another as they would want to be treated if the roles were reversed – EPH. 6:5-9, COL. 3:22-4:1.
Paul now returns to warning the brethren in Ephesus through his letter to Timothy about these false teachers and their false doctrine, even though he has already sounded the warning about them in the beginning of this epistle – 1 TIM. 1:3-7 and again in the middle – 1 TIM. 4:1-7 – he once gain makes it very clear that there is a divine standard of truth from which we must not swerve. The standard is the gospel of Christ and he describes it as wholesome words or sound doctrine, the words of our Lord Jesus, and the doctrine which teaches us about godliness which is a reverential devotion, from which flows conduct that, is reflective of our attitude toward God. Paul also describes the attitude and attributes of a false teacher who is obstinate and refuses to submit to the word of God. They are described as proud knowing nothing even though they think they know it all. Pride has a way of making one think he has superior knowledge and this was in line with the thoughts of the Gnostics. They are described as being obsessed with disputes over words and pointless questions. They waste time in matters that are moot and contribute nothing to the spirituality of those engaged in the dispute. What is the end result of these word battles? The answer given by Paul is envy, strife, discord (reviling, slander) and evil suspicions. What had begun as a supposed pursuit of truth ends with the self interest of false teachers reigning supreme. Truth has been displaced with a materialism which passes itself off as godliness. These false teachers hope to enrich themselves from those who heed their .false doctrine.
Paul again reminds Timothy that true devotion is a pathway to immense reward but the reward is spiritual in nature. The irony is that this reward will be enjoyed by those who do not seek after the material pleasures of life but are willing to be content with the necessities of life. Paul states a basic truth that people enter and leave life with nothing. So it does not benefit anyone to make the pursuits of earthly comfort their purpose in this life. Paul is emphasizing this to Timothy so he can encourage Christians to learn to be happy with the basic necessities of life, but those who refuse these teachings and make it their life ambition to be wealthy head in a direction that can only end in ruin. Paul describes their fate in terms of a progression from bad to worse. First, they are troubled with the temptation to exceed the bounds of what is proper in their pursuit of wealth and so they allow risky behavior to dominate their lives. Finally, they fling themselves into devastation and death as such is the result of the love of money. Those who are drawn by the call of wealth and riches will drift away from the true riches offered by the gospel to pierce themselves with anguish and torment. Instead of the gain they sought they suffer loss and destruction.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #11

1. What does the phrase “under the yoke” mean? Explain your answer 6:1
2. What attitude were slaves to have toward their masters?  Why? 6:1

3. Why could their possibly be a problem between a believing master and his believing slave? Explain 6:2

4. What should their attitude be toward their believing master? 6:2

5. What did Paul want Timothy to teach? 6:3
6. What is a man’s true character if he is not willing to do so? 6:4

7. What are the consequences of this one’s pride? How do men such as this view godliness as a means of gain? What should our reaction be to them? 6:4-5

8. What is great gain to us? Define this word. 6:6
9. What must we come to realize about life and death? What do we really need in this life from a physical standpoint? 6:7-8

10. What warning does Paul give about those who desire to be rich? 6:9

11. What warning does Paul give about money? 6:10
TEXT LESSON #12 – 1 TIMOTHY 6:11-21

But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen. 

17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

20 O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babble and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge-- 21 by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith. Grace be with you. Amen.
COMMENTS ON FIRST TIMOTHY

LESSON #12 – 6:11-21

In this closing section of his epistle Paul addresses timothy as a man of God and instructs him to flee from the attitudes and pursuits he has just addressed. Paul refers to Timothy as a “man of God” which is a phrase used in the O.T.  to refer  to a prophet – 1 KINGS 13. Paul uses this term to remind Timothy that he is not a man of this world and he is to be concerned with justification before God rather than putting his trust in worldly treasure. Timothy is to be committed to a life of devotion rather than the pursuit of wealth. He is to maintain his reliance and trust in God rather than riches. He is to maintain his love for God as opposed to money. Paul encourages him to patiently endure rather than submit to temptation and to possess mildness of manner as opposed to the fierce objections which characterize those false teachers who engage in wrangling over words.
Timothy does have a fight on his hands, but it is a noble one worth engaging for it is the “good fight of faith.” This fight is conducted in order to lay hold on eternal life. Paul reminds Timothy of his confession and those who witnessed it. Paul charges Timothy in the sight of God the supreme life-giver and his Son Jesus Christ who himself testified the good confession when he stood trial before Pontius Pilate – LUKE 23:3 – to keep the “commandment” which is a comprehensive reference to the gospel without spot and to remain unblemished by any misconduct until Christ appears.
Paul now turns his focus to rich believers. They must realize they have an obligation to use their wealth to help others. The lesson being taught by Paul is that to truly be blessed and be enriched in our life we must be willing to share our blessings with others. Those who are rich must not think they are superior to others or that their riches guarantee them a heavenly home for they are unreliable. Instead, the ground of a Christian’s hope is that he maintains the proper relationship with God, who grants true riches. The actual path to riches is one of service to others. This is why Paul instructs Timothy to teach the wealthy they are to pursue good works and be ready to generously share what God has blessed them with in this life. One does not forfeit what he has when he gives his wealth away; he merely relocates his treasure to heaven – MATT. 6:19-21
The letter closes with one last exhortation to Timothy to guard the faith that has been committed to his care. Timothy has been warned through out this epistle about false teachers and their falsely called knowledge. They may sound intellectual and learned but any message differing from the pure gospel is to be shunned. Paul says that those who have embraced their false knowledge have wandered from the faith. The devil would love for us to believe that doctrine does not matter but the Holy Spirit through the scriptures states emphatically that it does – 2 JN. 9.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #12

1. How is Timothy described? What is he to flee? What is he to pursue? 6:11

2. What is Timothy instructed to fight?  Why? 6:12

3. What is the good confession? 6:12

4. What quality of God and Jesus does Paul address? 6:13
5. What is the commandment? How was Timothy they to keep it? 6:14

6. What did Paul believe about the 2nd coming? 6:14

7. What will the Lord Jesus show in his time? 6:15-16

8. In what sense does God alone have immortality? 6:16

9. What two groups are associated with riches? 6:17
10. What are the rich instructed to do? Why 6:18-19

11. Do Mark 10:23-25 and 1 Timothy 6:17-19 contradict? Explain

12. What is the last exhortation given by Paul to Timothy? 6:20-21
PAGE  
5

