SECOND TIMOTHY

LESSON ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

It is generally believed that after two years of imprisonment in Rome from 61-63 AD that Paul was freed for a brief period of time – ACTS 28:16-31. It was during this period of freedom that Paul enjoyed that he wrote his first epistle to Timothy as well as his letter to Titus. 
Shortly after writing those epistles he was arrested a second time in Rome, and it was during this period of imprisonment that he wrote this second epistle to Timothy which was much more personal in nature. 

Unlike his first imprisonment where he was allowed certain privileges such as being allowed to dwell in his own hired house, converse freely with his friends, and to even teach those who were willing to pay him a visit, Paul is now in the Mamertine prison in Rome.
DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING
When Paul wrote this second epistle he was chained in a dark dungeon in prison at Rome. Second Timothy was the last epistle written by Paul probably between 66-67 AD. It was written as Paul faced the sentence of death and desperately desired to see Timothy, his beloved son in the faith, one more time before his execution. He urges Timothy to make haste to come to his side, as only Luke who is a faithful friend is with him – 2 TIM. 4:9-1, 16. Tradition holds that Paul was beheaded in Rome.
PURPOSE OF THIS EPISTLE  

The immediate purpose of this epistle was to encourage Timothy. Paul desired for him to be bold and courageous in standing fast for the truth and firmly opposing any who would teach false doctrine.

Paul also desired for Timothy to come to Rome as soon as possible because he knew his death was imminent and he considered him a beloved son in the faith – 2 TIM. 4:11-13.

A secondary purpose for this epistle was to assure Timothy that he did not need to be ashamed of the gospel, but following the example of Paul, he should possess confidence even in the face of death, just as Paul is now exemplifying. Paul’s courage in facing death should serve to strengthen our faith and increase our zeal even in this day and age.
OUTLINE OF SECOND TIMOTHY
I. Personal plea for loyalty to the gospel – 

A. Apostolic Greeting – 1:1-2

B. Thanksgiving for Timothy’s past – 1:3-5

C. Exhortation to follow Paul’s Example – 1:6-14

D. Deserters and faithful friends – 1:15-18

II. Appeal to boldly teach others the gospel even in the face of persecution – 

A. The need for faithfulness, even at the cost of suffering – 2:1-13

B. The spirit displayed by the true workman of God – 2:14-26

III. The last days will be trying times – 

A. Perilous times shall come – 3:1-9

B. Timothy must meet these challenges – 3:10-17

IV. Final charge to Timothy – 

A. Preach the Word – 4:1-4

B. Fulfill your Ministry – 4:5

V. Paul’s confidence as he faces death – 

A. The time is at hand for Paul – 4:6

B. Paul’s record and reward – 4:7-8

VI. Paul’s last requests – 

A. Desired for Timothy to come to him – 4:9-15

B. Paul praises his faithful Lord – 4:16-18
VII. Conclusion of the epistle – 

A. Personal salutations and references – 4:19-21

B. Benediction – 4:22

TEXT LESSON #1 – 2 TIMOTHY 1:1-7

 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, a beloved son:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, 4 greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also. 6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 

COMMENTS ON SECOND TIMOTHY

LESSON #1 – 1:1-7

Paul’s circumstances have changed dramatically since he wrote his first letter to Timothy. He is now a prisoner in Rome facing execution – 2 TIM. 1:8, 15-18; 4:6-8, 16-18. Since his first imprisonment there, events have changed. In 64 AD Rome suffered from a devastating fire for which Nero blamed the Christians and thus a great persecution was brought on the church. As was his usual practice, Paul’s salutation is typical as he identifies himself as an apostle, not for self glory, but to emphasize that his calling as an apostle was according to the will of God. Paul addresses Timothy as his dearly beloved son which indicates the tender affection and compassion Paul felt toward him just as if he were his own son in the flesh.
It is remarkable that Paul, even though he is imprisoned, begins his letter with a note of thanksgiving. He is thankful to God for Timothy and his faithfulness. Paul reminds and admonishes Timothy as to how he should serve God. As his mentor, he does so with a clear conscience despite the persecution he suffered. Paul was faithful to maintain the truth of the gospel committed to him. It is not just instruction that Paul has for Timothy as he is the subject of his prayers day and night. Paul yearns to see Timothy again before his execution and he recalls the tears in Timothy’s eyes when they last parted company and knows in his heart that Timothy has the same mutual desire – ACTS 20:36-38. To be able to see his fellow laborer one more time would fill Paul’s heart with joy.
Paul has strong feelings toward Timothy based on his genuine faith that he has displayed as a co-worker – PHIL. 2:19-22. This faith did not begin with Timothy but rather first dwelt in the heart of his mother, Eunice, and his grandmother, Lois. Just as Timothy has used the faith given to him through the instructions of his mother and grandmother, Paul reminds him to stir up the gift of God that had been given to him by Paul through the laying on of his hands. This perhaps would refer to a miraculous gift of revelation. Paul had laid hands on other believers enabling them to speak with tongues and prophecy – ACTS 19:6 – so it seems logical that he would do the same for Timothy. Paul does not want Timothy to be intimidated or fearful but rather encourages him to use this gift to fulfill his ministry with the courage and faith and trust in the power of God that will allow him to overcome any fears or threats that could be imposed by Jewish teachers or the Roman government. There is no room for cowardice when preaching the gospel and Paul wanted Timothy to understand that when he spoke it was by God’s authority and power – ROM. 1:16.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #1

1. How was the will of God related to the apostleship of Paul? 1:1

2. What relationship did Paul have with Timothy? 1:2

3. How had Paul served God? 1:3

4. For what was Paul thankful? 1:3
5. How did he express his thankfulness?  1:3
6. What did Paul desire? 1:4

7. How much influence can a mother or grandmother have in the spiritual life of a child?1:5

8. What did Paul want Timothy to “stir up”?1:6

9. What type of spirit did Paul want Timothy to display? 1:7

TEXT LESSON #2 – 2 TIMOTHY 1:8-18

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day. 

13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 14 That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. 15 This you know, that all those in Asia have turned away from me, among whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. 16 The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain; 17 but when he arrived in Rome, he sought me out very zealously and found me. 18 The Lord grant to him that he may find mercy from the Lord in that Day--and you know very well how many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus. 
COMMENTS ON SECOND TIMOTHY

LESSON #2 – 1:8-18

Paul enjoins Timothy to share with him in the sufferings for the gospel. He was not to be ashamed but boldly proclaim the message of the gospel and the sacrifice of God’s Son for our sins – ROM. 1:16. The Romans might threaten death but the Savior had abolished it by bringing life and immortality. The gospel makes it known how one can have not only continued existence after death but “life” which has something to say about the quality of that existence. Since the gospel carries such magnificent promises, Paul is encouraging Timothy to proclaim it without shame or fear and to not allow the examples of Phygellus and Hermogenes who have turned away from Paul to cause him to waiver. The same God who provides salvation through grace would also be willing to supply courage and boldness to those willing to stand fast for the testimony of the Lord.
Paul gladly suffered because he knew in whom he had believed and he is admonishing Timothy to hold fast to the pattern of sound words which had been entrusted to him. The desire of Paul is for Timothy to have this same level of confidence and assurance and to protect these sound words with his life. The emergence of false teachers has brought about this urgent plea to defend the truth against every attack and to not allow it to be changed or modified in any way.
Paul singles out Onesiphorus who had left his family in Ephesus and traveled to Rome and diligently searched for Paul until he found him. Onesiphorus finds Paul in prison and makes himself available to the apostle for whatever purpose he could serve. Undoubtedly his presence, the news from Ephesus, and words of encouragement reinvigorated Paul’s spirit. Since he had extended mercy to Paul even at the risk of his own life, Paul prays for him and his family to receive mercy from the Lord on the Day of Judgment. Paul had been comforted by him previously at Ephesus and Timothy had been an eyewitness to the character of Onesiphorus as he had seen his devotion to serving the Lord first hand at Ephesus.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #2

1. What should Timothy not be ashamed of? 1:8
2. What should he share with Paul? 1:8

3. Who is saved and called? How? 1:9

4. In what sense did Jesus abolish death? 1:10

5. How did Paul view his purpose? 1:11

6. What is Paul persuaded of? 1:12
7. What was Timothy to hold fast? Why? 1:13-14

8. What had Phygellus and Hermogenes done? 1:15

9. In contrast what was Onesiphorus willing to do? 1:16-17
10.  How did Timothy know about Onesiphorus? 1:18
TEXT LESSON #3 – 2 TIMOTHY 2:1-13

You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hard-working farmer must be first to partake of the crops. 7 Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all things. 8 Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 This is a faithful saying: 

For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him. 12 If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.  
COMMENTS ON SECOND TIMOTHY

LESSON #3 – 2:1-13

This chapter can be easily divided into two sections. In the first section 1:1-13, Paul instructs Timothy in a positive way what he must do to combat false teaching and fulfill his ministry. The next section, 1:14-26, he instructs Timothy what he must not do in this effort. Paul has previously given Timothy examples of courage and strength, so he instructs Timothy to remain strong. He is Paul’s son in the faith and he must strive to follow the example of his father by mustering the courage to endure whatever hardships and obstacles Satan places in his path. Timothy cannot afford to buckle under the assaults of Satan and cower in the face of persecution. Paul does not want Timothy to look to himself for strength in these difficult situations but rather to look to the grace of Christ to provide him with the courage needed to stand fast for his convictions.
As Timothy stands fast he must also proclaim the gospel to other men who themselves will faithfully convey the gospel to other men. Never must one generation allow its knowledge, commitment, and skills in the gospel to die, but they must be concerned enough to pass it on to future generations so this cycle of being trained by the gospel never ends. Paul states that faithful men who have the right kind of character will be able to meet the demands of this task.
Paul calls upon three different metaphors in the next few verses to make his point that Timothy must remain faithful in the conduct of his service. Paul begins by using a military analogy. Timothy must view himself as a soldier and as such he must be willing to endure hardship. The calling of a soldier was a difficult task in that day and time. It was fraught with the peril of death, but it also required service for low pay and extended separation from family and home, along with strenuous physical demands. In spite of all these obstacles, a good soldier is so attached by a sense of loyalty to his commander that he is willing to endure all of this in order to render faithful service. He is willing to forego the ordinary pursuits and pleasures enjoyed by others, even forfeiting a happy home life in order to please the one who has persuaded him to join his troop.
Next Paul uses the example of the athlete. Anyone who competes in a sport knows that no matter how well one performs his part in a contest that winning is not just a matter of athletic superiority. To gain the victory he must also contend in harmony with the regulations of the sport.

The last analogy that Paul uses is that of the farmer and the emphasis is upon his being a hard worker. If he tends his crop diligently he should get the first pick of the fruit. Paul is trying to teach Timothy the importance of being willing to suffer, obey and work in the church.

Paul desires for Timothy to carefully consider what he has taught him and to be assured that with the help of the Lord he will be able to understand it all in due time. This understanding may not come immediately, and it will not come without study as well as special revelation, but in time he will comprehend it.
As Timothy wages this spiritual warfare, Paul wants him to remember Christ and never lose sight of his purpose in Christ and the ultimate goal in his struggle. Timothy must never lose sight that Jesus was manifested in His human nature as a son of David and was proven to be the Son of God by the resurrection from the dead. Paul provides Timothy with this great incentive to remain faithful to 
Christ because he was God-manifested in the flesh to save sinners through His own death and resurrection.
It is because of these facts that Paul is willing to suffer persecution even to the point of being imprisoned as a common criminal. Even though he is imprisoned, he declares that the word of God was not. It seeped out through his contacts in prison, through his letters, and through those such as Timothy whom Paul had taught the gospel. Paul was willing to suffer anything so the gospel, which was for the salvation and eternal glory of the elect, might remain with them to serve its purpose.

Paul concludes his thoughts in this section by saying this trustworthy or faithful statement; “If we died with him we shall also live with him” We die to sin in the spiritual sense when we commit our lives in total service of obedience – ROM. 6:6-12. All who suffer tribulation will be rewarded by reigning in victory with him. God does not force anyone to believe him or obey him, but even if we do not believe him or we believed at one time and abandoned the faith, we can still be sure that he will remain faithful to his promise whether blessings or cursings. No matter what we decide, it is still God’s desire for all men to be saved – 2 PET. 3:9; 1 TIM. 2:4.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #3
1. How was Timothy to be strong? 2:1
2. To whom was Timothy to commit the things he heard? 2:2

3. What will faithful men do? 2:2

4. What degree of commitment is needed by Timothy? 2:3

5. As a soldier of Christ, Timothy was not to entangle himself in what? 2:4

6. In what manner must a man strive to win the crown? Why? 2:5

7. What should we understand from Paul’s use of the illustration of the farmer? 2:6

8. How would Timothy gain understanding? 2:7

9. Why is Timothy urged to remember Jesus Christ? 2:8

10. What did Paul mean when he used the phrase, “the word of God is not chained?” 2:9
11. Why was Paul willing to bear up under whatever hardship came his way? 2:10

12. If we are dead with Christ, what is true? In what sense are we dead? 2:11

13. If we endure, what is true? If we deny Him, what is true? 2:12

14. What is true even if we are faithless? Why? 2:13

TEXT LESSON #4 – 2 TIMOTHY 2:14-26
Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. 24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will. 
COMMENTS ON SECOND TIMOTHY

LESSON #4 – 2:14-26

Timothy is to urge the members of the church in Ephesus, and Paul may especially have in mind the faithful men which Timothy is to train, not to get involved in “word wars.” These are silly struggles over mere semantics which offer no help and in fact may be detrimental to the faith of those who witness these conflicts. Paul urges Timothy to devote himself to handling accurately which literally means “cutting straight” so he will have no occasion to be ashamed. A carpenter must saw his piece of wood so that it fits perfectly into what he is building. Paul does not want Timothy to be a teacher who is careless in “cutting apart” the word of God so its parts do not fit into a harmonious whole.
Paul desires for Timothy to be so wholeheartedly devoted to understanding the word of God that he does not have time for futile talk which pertains to the world – 1 TIM. 6:20.To give attention to it will only encourage it and create interest thus causing ungodliness to spread like a cancer.

Paul singles out Hymenaeus and Philetus as the primary promoters of such talk. Paul had previously mentioned Hymenaeus along with Alexander in his previous letter to Timothy – 1 TIM. 1:20 – stating that he had delivered them to Satan because of their blasphemy. In light of the current context, it may be that the form of blasphemy was teaching that the resurrection was past - it had already taken place. This false teaching had an immediate effect in overthrowing the faith of some who heard this doctrine. 

In contrast to the wavering loyalties of those whose faith was upset, God’s firm foundation stands. Men may turn from truth and make shipwreck of their faith and may even lead others to destruction, but the foundation of God remains steadfast and sure. The church that Christ purchased with His own blood – ACTS 20:28 – has a firm foundation which cannot be shaken – EPH. 2:20, HEB. 12:28. It is firm because God is able to recognize and retain those who are truly His. God has always been able to identify His chosen people – NUM. 16:5. The Lord knows the difference between those who pretend to be faithful from those who are not. This is why there are different kinds of utensils and vessels, some to honor and some to dishonor. 

In order to have any usefulness to the master, Paul instructs Timothy that he must purge himself as well as teach others to avoid any alliance with false teachers and their hypocrisy. To be such a vessel Timothy must flee from youthful lusts and join with his brethren in pursuing a life characterized by righteous conduct, faith in God, love for fellowman, peace with believers and holiness of mind. If he pursues these things, there will be no time for indulging in foolish talk which provokes contentions. Timothy must refuse to be argumentative as such is contrary to the kindness he should show to all. Paul does not want Timothy to lose the opportunity to teach so he urges him to be patient when wronged. His patience will be tried and he will experience the desire to address those who are in error with harshness. Timothy must resist this temptation because those who are in error could be sincere and reachable if correction is applied with gentleness. Undue harshness may block the knowledge of the truth from reaching their hearts and bringing them to repentance. Paul recommends a patient approach so they may come to their senses and free themselves from Satan’s entrapment where they have been captive for the doing of his will. Paul is by no means instructing Timothy to compromise the truth, but he is making it clear that he wants Timothy’s demeanor to be such that he is approachable and can enter into discussion with those who would oppose him.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #4

1. About what did Paul instruct Timothy to not strive? Why? 2:14

2. Instead of wrangling about words, what did Paul want Timothy to do? 2:15

3. What is the effect of these word battles? 2:16

4. How does Paul describe unsound doctrine? 2:17

5. What was the false teaching of Hymenaeus and Philetus? What effect did it have? 2:17-18

6. What “seal” allows us to know that the foundation of God stands firm? 2:19

7. What kind of utensils or vessels are in a great house?  2:20

8. From what is a man to cleanse himself? What will this do for him? 2:21

9. What did Paul tell Timothy to flee? What did he tell him to pursue? 2:22

10. What does Paul once again instruct Timothy to avoid? 2:23

11. What are the qualities of a servant of the Lord? 2:24-25

12. How does the knowledge of the truth relate to repentance? 2:25

13. How do those who are caught in the trap of the devil oppose themselves? 2:26
TEXT LESSON #5 – 2 TIMOTHY 3:1-9

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; 9 but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was. 
COMMENTS ON SECOND TIMOTHY

LESSON #5 – 3:1-9

This chapter divides into two parts: 1.) In the first section Paul describes the attitudes of godlessness that will be prevalent in the last days – 3:1-9, and 2.) In the second part he admonishes Timothy as to his conduct – 3:10-17. Paul is continuing his theme in his letters to Timothy to maintain “sound doctrine.” Paul is well aware that opposition will arise and that ungodly attitudes will arise even in the church. He desires for Timothy to be prepared for the onslaught he will have to endure so he can be better prepared to fight the good fight of faith.
Timothy must be convinced to the point of vigilance that even more difficult times lie ahead. Paul does not want him to presume that Paul’s imprisonment and imminent death will be the crowning crises of his life. He wants Timothy to understand that evil conditions will escalate as he progresses through the last days.
Some suppose that the “last days” are those immediately preceding the second coming of Christ. If that was indeed the time Paul meant, then these words of warning for Timothy to “avoid these men” would be useless to him because he could not be troubled by those he would never meet – 3:5. This phrase seems to refer to the whole period of the gospel dispensation from Pentecost – Acts 2:17 - until the second coming of Christ – Heb. 1:1-2. This time frame of the last days would include the closing of the Jewish system which was practically terminated by the Roman destruction of Jerusalem and its temple, and Paul is writing this epistle to Timothy prior to this event. The last days will be difficult and perilous. These days will be hard and painful times to endure. 
Paul now embarks on listing the attitudes that will be prevalent in these last days. The first group is described as selfish. Selfishness is the fountainhead of all sins. 

1. lovers of self – philautos – literally a self-lover. When self is the chief object of affection, moral corruption follows, because there is no concern for God or others- Luke 12:16-21
2. lovers of money – philarguros – literally silver (money) lover. Selfish greed for wealth becomes the idol they worship – Col. 3:5; Luke 16:19-31; 1 Tim. 6:10; Luke 6:14
3. boastful – alazon – a wanderer about the country, given to loud and arrogant attention-getting and braggadocio. These people brag about their accomplishments and often stretch the truth in an attempt to impress others – Rom. 1:30; 12:3; James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5

4. proud – huperephanos - arrogant NASV, ESV – to appear – literally to show oneself above others, arrogant, disdainful,  haughty, proud. These are arrogant individuals who not only look down on others, but they also are unwilling to humble themselves before God.- Prov. 14:3; 21:24; Mark 7:22; Luke 1:51; Rom. 1:30; James 4:6; 1 Jn. 2:16.
The next group of people are lacking in submissiveness
:
5. blasphemers – revilers – blasphemos – to injure, speech – literally to speak injuriously against someone, evil speaking, slander, revilement, railing, abusive, harsh speech – When they speak they use hurtful language and they speak insults to both God and man – 1 Tim. 1:13, 20; 6:4; 2 Pet. 2:11; Eph. 4:31; Jude 8-10
6. disobedient to parents – goneusin – literally means unpersuadable, obstinate, unwilling to entrust oneself to a parent, disobedient. Under the Law of Moses, rebellious children were to be stoned – Deut. 21:18-21 – Children who learn no respect for authority in the home will later display no respect for either civil or divine authority. God commands obedience – Eph. 6:1-4; Rom. 1:30
7. unthankful – ungrateful – acharistos - literally means not cognizant of being the recipient of grace, thankless, ungrateful. The failure to honor God and be thankful toward Him is what eventually led to the Gentiles’ ungodly lifestyles and worship of idols – Rom. 1:21-23

8. unholy – anosios – Literally profane – These are people who have no reverence or respect for divine instruction. They give themselves over to sensuality and impurity – Eph. 4:17-19
9. unloving – astorge – without natural affection for kin. They have calloused hearts in affection that should come naturally, such as a parent’s love toward their child or a child’s love toward their parents.

They also manifest in their lives outward deeds of cruelty.
10. unforgiving – trucebreakers, irreconcilable – literally one without a libation, without a truce, as a libation accompanied the making of treaties and compacts; then, one who cannot be persuaded to enter into a covenant, implacable, irreconcilable. These type of people never come to terms with others and their feuds never end – Rom. 12:17-18; Rom. 1:31
11. slanders – malicious gossips – diabolos – Literally a throwing or hurling of words across or against, accusatory, fault finding,  critical, devilish – They maliciously damage the reputation of another in hope to gain by it.
12. without self-control – akrates – literally without strength, powerless, incontinent, without self-control, undisciplined, excessive. Persons who do not control their passions and as a result they participate in any ungodly act that tempts them – 1 Cor. 7:5, 9:25-27
13. brutal – anemeros – literally not gentle, untamed, wild, savage, fierce. The polar opposite of what is civilized. Those who do not possess the fear of God in their hearts. Their emotions are unrestrained when responding to others - Eph. 4:31-32.
14. despisers of good – aphilagathos – literally not loving good. They are haters of good because they want to do whatever pleases them. They hate the laws of God that demand that we live righteous and godly lives. They despise anyone who dares to reprove them – Jn. 3:19-21.

15. traitors – treacherous – prodotes – literally one who gives, surrenders or delivers another before his enemies, betrayer, turncoat. These are people who have no scruples and are willing to betray any trust or person if by doing such they think it will give them any type of advantage – Matt. 26:14-16.

16. headstrong – propetes – literally to fall forward, precipitate, rash, impulsive, reckless, heady. These people plunge headlong in their wickedness with reckless and irrational behavior. Their uncontrolled emotions make them deal rashly and impulsively with others – Acts 19:36.

17. conceited – tuphoomai – literally to smoke, to be lifted up with pride, to be puffed up or inflated with pride, egotistical, bigheaded, to think highly of one’s self. These are people so blinded with conceit that no one can tell them anything -1 Tim. 3:6, 6:4

18. lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God – philedoni mallon e philotheoi - literally lovers of pleasure, those who seek to gratify their sensual desires instead of loving God. True love is proven by what we do. People may claim to love God, but when it is time for choices to be made, they are willing to make sacrifices to enjoy the pleasures of life while they are not willing to give up anything to worship God - Matt. 22:37
19. having a form of godliness but denying its power – morphosin – eusebeias ernemenoi dunamin – literally presenting an outward appearance of reverence and piety but contradicting its power(to do good by their evil deeds). These people have a pretense of faith but their godliness is nothing more than a mere shell which is empty. Their ungodly lifestyle and conduct deny the power of the gospel by their inconsistency in their daily walk – Luke 6:46; 1 Jn. 2:3-4
After speaking of these attitudes and characteristics which will be found in the church in these last days, Paul instructs Timothy to turn away from them and have nothing to do with them – 1 Cor. 5:11; 2 Thess. 3:6. This must be done or else these pretenders of faith will seek to enter houses to spread their false teaching and by so doing take advantage of women who are receptive to sexual advances. These women are driven by various lusts to open their homes to these false teachers. The supposed aim of this contact is to learn, but the “studies” actually take them further away from the truth, which they never seem to fully grasp.
Jannes and Jambres are the names, by which tradition holds, of the Egyptian magicians who opposed the signs and efforts of Moses – Ex. 7:11, 22; 8:7,18-19. In the very same way these men are hostile to the gospel and try to throw impediments in the paths of those who would embrace the truth. Their false teaching and ungodly conduct disqualify them as representatives of the faith of Christ, yet their own excesses will prevent them from making further advances. Just as Jannes and Jambres finally had to decide to concede to the power of God, so the foolishness of these false teachers will plainly expose their real character. 
QUESTIONS – LESSON #5

1. What warning did Paul give Timothy? 3:1

2. To what period of time does the expression “last days” refer? 3:1

3. Define the 19 characteristics of these evil men in the last days – 
a. Lovers of self – 

b. Lovers of money –

c. Boastful – 

d. Proud – 

e. Blasphemers – 

f. Disobedient to parents – 

g. Unthankful – 

h. Unholy – 

i. Unloving – 

j. Unforgiving – 

k. Slanders – 

l. Without self-control – 

m. Brutal – 

n. Despisers of good – 

o. Traitors – 

p. Headstrong – 

q. Conceited -  

r. Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God – 

s. Having a form of godliness but denying its power – 

4. Why turn away from such people? 3:5

5. How do pretenders of the faith promote their false teaching? 3:6

6. What is the result of their learning? 3:7

7. Who is used as an example and why? How are they described? 3:8

8. In the end what will be manifest to all? 3:9
TEXT LESSON #6 – 2 TIMOTHY 3:10-17

But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra--what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
COMMENTS ON SECOND TIMOTHY

LESSON #6 – 3:10-17

Instead of imitating the example set by these false teachers, Timothy patterned himself after Paul. Timothy had obeyed the doctrine espoused by Paul, emulated his practices, followed his objective, copied his trust, reproduced his long-suffering, modeled himself after his love, and duplicated his endurance in withstanding various forms of persecutions and suffering. Since Timothy’s hometown was Lystra – Acts 16:1-3 - the scenes of Paul’s early sufferings as depicted in Acts 13-14 were very close to Timothy. Hence, he looks back with amazement at the great persecutions from which the Lord delivered him, not only by relieving him of death’s power over him, but also by giving him the strength to endure without succumbing to sin – 2 Tim. 4:18; Heb. 5:7.
Paul continues by reminding Timothy that he is not alone in his suffering for the faith. Timothy must expect suffering to come his way and to also proclaim to others that all who live godly lives will be subject to persecution. The world often reacts in a hostile way to the message of the gospel and to those who are its messengers. 
While Timothy may expect persecution, the evil men Paul has just described will continue to digress. As they deceive others, they also delude themselves. In contrast to these evil men who set their hopes on their deceptions, Timothy is to place his trust in what he has always been taught and knows to be true and continue in it. The most trusted people in his life – his mother and grandmother, along with Paul, have taught him the Scriptures until now. There was no need for Timothy to rely on the wisdom of men when he had in the scriptures the wisdom he needed for salvation through faith in Christ. Paul also assures him the scripture is “God-breathed” as opposed to the false philosophies and teachings which are spoken through the mouths of fallible men. These false teachings are useless, but the scriptures are all he needs for the instruction of others, so he can convince them of their wrongs, demonstrate to them the right way and discipline them. With the scriptures as his guide, the workman will find himself completely supplied and more than adequately equipped to meet every challenge and not be lacking in any good work authorized by God.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #6

1. How was Timothy to follow the example set by Paul? What did Timothy know about Paul? 3:10-11

2. How would Timothy know about Paul’s persecutions? 3:11

3. What did Paul put forth as the reason he survived these persecutions? 3:11

4. What does Paul let Timothy know about persecution? 3:12

5. What is the natural progression of these false teachers? 3:13

6. What does Paul exhort Timothy to do? 3:14

7. What did Timothy know from his childhood? How did this profit Timothy? 3:15

8. Who did the Scripture come from and how was the Scripture received? How was it to be useful to Timothy? 3:16

9. Why are we given the Scripture? 3:17
TEXT LESSON #7 – 2 TIMOTHY 4:1-22
I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

9 Be diligent to come to me quickly; 10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica--Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry. 12 And Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13 Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come--and the books, especially the parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the Lord repay him according to his works. 15 You also must beware of him, for he has greatly resisted our words. 16 At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged against them. 

17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. And I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 18 And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen! 

19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus stayed in Corinth, but Trophimus I have left in Miletus sick. 21 Do your utmost to come before winter. Eubulus greets you, as well as Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the brethren. 

22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.
COMMENTS ON SECOND TIMOTHY

LESSON #7 – 4:1-22
As Paul concludes his epistle to Timothy, he closes with charges and warnings to Timothy regarding his ministry and its fulfillment. Paul also references the personal example he had displayed that Timothy could follow – 4:1-8. Paul gives Timothy his final personal instructions and information including greetings and benediction – 4:9-22.Paul’s last instructions are a summation of what he has already told him. Paul affirms as if under oath that it is very important for Timothy to fulfill these instructions. We know this testimony is serious because the witnesses are the Father and Christ who will judge all people whether dead or alive. Paul affirms as certain and true that Christ will appear again and that His kingdom exists.
Paul charges Timothy to fulfill five specific duties – 1.) PREACH THE WORD – Preach means to herald or to proclaim openly. Although private teaching is important, the urgent need of sinners learning about the Savior is expedited when as many people as possible hear the gospel at the same time. The gospel was far too important a message to be slowly spread by word of mouth. It was a message for the masses and needed to be fervently proclaimed in meetings open to the masses. 2.) Timothy is to “BE READY” - to do so at all times. There are times when the gospel will be well received and there will be other times when it is not, but Timothy is not to determine when he will preach according to its popularity but must be ready to preach the word at all times and in every circumstance. 3.) Timothy is also to REPROVE – which means he is to expose error. Timothy is to try to convince those who may be sincere and merely ignorant in their error to repent. 4.) Timothy will no doubt run into brethren who are so stubborn that they must receive REBUKE – which means he would reprimand them. 5.) If people are not practicing error he must EXHORT – or encourage them to continue to do what is good and right in the sight of God. As Timothy fulfills these charges, he is to do so with much patience and willingness to instruct while not yielding to discouragement when results do not appear immediately.
Paul is trying to impress on Timothy that there will come a time when these charges will be important to remember and practice because people will become resistant to the pure preaching and teaching of the gospel. They will no longer desire to tolerate the sound doctrine needed for spiritual health and their ears will itch and they will desire for them to be scratched by smooth words of skillful orators – JER. 5:31. So they will refuse to hear the truth and will surround themselves with teachers who are willing to satisfy their desire to hear the fables they want to hear. 
Paul is urging Timothy to not give into the demands of the masses, but he is to be sober and willing to endure hardships in order to preach the truth of the gospel. Timothy must be alert to the error and false teaching of those willing to compromise the truth, but he must resist compromise at all costs. He cannot omit his duties or tailor his message for personal comfort or out of self-interest.

Paul now gives Timothy another reason why he must pay careful attention to his duties. The perilous times require this, but also Paul will soon depart and Timothy must be strong enough to carry on without him. Paul’s imprisonment is evidently going to lead to his death.
Paul now encourages Timothy to remain faithful to his commitment to Christ. If he will follow the example of Paul, he can attain the same reward that Paul will receive. Paul reminds Timothy that he has fought the good fight – 1 TIM. 6:12. He has finished the race – 1 COR. 9:24-27; HEB. 12:1. He has kept the faith so he is confident that a crown of righteousness is awaiting him at the finish line – JAMES 1:12; REV. 2:10. The crown of victory will be awarded by the righteous judge Jesus Christ on that day – the final day of judgment – JOHN 5:28-29; 6:40; 12:48 - this crown is not just reserved for Paul and Timothy but is available to all who will submit to Christ as the Lord of their life.
Paul urges Timothy to come to him as quickly as he possibly can because his death is imminent and he is alone. Demas had forsaken him, having loved this present world, and others had left him; but it was out of duty rather than desertion.
Paul warns Timothy about Alexander the coppersmith so he will not be caught off guard by his false arguments. Paul wants Timothy to understand that even if all others forsake him, he can still depend on the Lord to deliver him. The Lord delivered Paul by not allowing him to lose his courage but rather remain steadfast in the faith and boldly proclaim the gospel. In spite of facing all this, Paul gives the glory and honor to God.

Paul ends this epistle with greetings to and from brethren and a prayer for Timothy that his spirit may be strengthened because it is the spirit that is the object of salvation – MATT. 10:28.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #7

1. What did Paul charge Timothy to do? By whose authority? 4:1-2
2. Why did he give Timothy these instructions? 4:3-4

3. How would Timothy fulfill his ministry and do the work of an evangelist? 4:5

4. What did Paul tell Timothy about that was near? 4:6

5. How did Paul live? What did he anticipate receiving? 4:7-8

6. What request did he make of Timothy? Why? 4:9-13
7. Who stood with Paul at his first defense and delivered him? 4:16-18

8. How does Paul close this epistle? 4:19-22
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