BIBLE TRAINING SERIES FOR YOUNG CONVERTS

INTRODUCTION  - In times past the church has done a commendable job of teaching the truth to alien sinners and helping them to come to an understanding of what God would have them to do in order to become Christians.  We seem to have placed greater emphasis in this area, and have failed to emphasize another area of great importance.  Babes in Christ must grow in order to come to full maturity as Christians.  This series of lessons is intended to help those who are young in the faith become better grounded in the truth.  Is this study exhaustive in its content?  By no means, but it is our intention that going through this series of lessons will help those young in the faith have a better understanding of how to be a faithful child of God.

I. What is the value of this class?

A. It is based on the scripture - Matt. 28:19-20, Acts 2:42, 1 Pet. 2:2-3

B. The church is a family type setting - 1Tim. 3:15, Heb. 3:6

1.   In all families babies receive special care and attention.

2. All young babies are trained by their parents to walk, talk, and to share.

C. It is practical and it makes good sense.

1.  In business, in the various branches of the military, and in our 

     Government, all new members go through orientation to understand the          

     basics that relate to their job responsibilities - Luke 16:8

2. Many problems in the church today could be potentially avoided 

                              by giving the proper training to those who are young in the faith – 

                              1 Cor. 3:1-3, Heb. 5:11-14

D. To avoid the mistakes of the past

1.  Training and teaching is needed so those who are young in the 

faith will not be so easily discouraged and fall away - Matt. 13:20-24,        

Heb. 6:4-6

2.Young Christians must grow - 1 Pet. 2:1-3

E. Teaches you how to grow- STUDY- 2 Tim. 2:15

1.  Word of God - Eph. 1:15-18, 2 Tim. 3:16-17, Acts 20:32

2. Form good associations - Prov. 1:1-5; 13:20, 1 Cor. 15:33

3. Spiritual exercise - James 1:22-25, 1 Tim. 4:7-8

F. It takes time to grow so you must have a plan for growth - Heb. 5:12

1.Regular attendance - Acts 2:42, Heb. 10:25-26

                        2.Oversight - Acts 20:28, Heb. 13:17, 1 Pet. 5:2

                        3.Set your priorities - Col. 1:13, Rom. 12:1-2

                        4.Add to your faith daily - 2 Pet. 1:3-11, Acts 5:42

                       5.  Keep your eyes on the goal - Matt. 24:44; 25:13; 2 Tim. 4:6-8

II. Who can use this training program?

A. Any member of the Church who feels competent to teach this course to any new convert can use this program.  When elders are appointed, please notify them if you are working with someone on this material so they will know who has received the training.

B. Since the church has often failed in its duty to provide such training, it may be profitable to offer such a course to those coming into our membership from other parts of the country.  This will be left up to the discretion of the elders as to whether they might profit from this training.

III. Impress the importance of beginning a new life in Christ

A. New man - Rom. 6:3-7

B. New creature - 2 Cor. 5:17

C. New priorities - Col. 3:1-18

D.  New birth - Jn. 3:5
LESSON 1

MY DUTY AS A CHRISTIAN – ATTITUDE
INTRODUCTION    In your life as a Christian, just as in everyday life, your attitude is very important.  In this lesson we will try to come to an understanding that as Christians we should mold our attitude to be in accordance with God’s will.  

I. Why is attitude important?  Col. 3:1-3

A.  Attitudes govern actions – Prov. 18:24; 23:7

                  B.  Must change attitudes – Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Cor. 10:5

II. What do attitudes do?

A.  Reveals – What we really think – Prov. 23:7

      B.  Defiles – Makes one corrupt – Mark 7:21-23

                  C.  Hinders or helps/ succeed or fail – Ex. 3:11; 4:1,10; Phil. 4:13

D. Prohibits or promotes learning – 1 Cor. 8:2; Gal. 6:13

E. Wrong thinking/wrong actions – 1 Cor. 4:6; Psa. 10:6, Acts 26:9

F. Determines willingness to accept the truth – Prov. 23:23; Matt. 13:44,

Acts 17:11-12

      III.
      What is the right attitude?

A. God first – His Kingdom, His Word – Rev. 4:11; Rom. 3:4; Matt. 10:37;

Matt. 6:33

B. Self-denial – Matt. 16:24

C. Maintain the unity of the Spirit – Eph. 4:1-6

1.   Live right – vs. 1

2. Think right – vs. 2

3. Act right – longsuffering, forbearance, and diligence – vs. 3 

4. Submit to and follow God’s plan – vs. 4-6

IV. How do I maintain the right attitude?

A. Keep an open mind – Acts 17:11-12; Prov. 18:13; John 7:51

B. Love truth – Psa. 119:72; Prov. 8:11

C. Hate sin – Prov. 8:13; 16:6; Rev. 2:6; Jude 23

D. Think the best – 1 Cor. 13:5

E. Avoid prejudice – John 7:24; James 1:19

F. Think of others – Phil. 2:4; Col. 3:13

G. Honor God – Eph. 3:21

LESSON 2

MY ATTITUDE TOWARD MY BRETHREN

INTRODUCTION    It is essential that every babe in Christ appreciate the new found relationship they now have with their brothers and sisters in Christ.  New relationships involve new responsibilities.  It is important for us as Christians to understand that how we treat our brethren can and will affect the acceptability of our service to God.

I. What is my relationship to other Christians?

A. We are members of one family – Gal. 3:26-27; Rom. 8:16-17

B. We are members of one body – 1 Cor. 12:12-27

C. We are partakers in a great fellowship – Acts 2:42; 2 Cor. 6:1; 1 Jn. 1:3-4

D. We are heirs of God – Gal. 3:29

E. We are withdrawn from the world – Rom. 12:1-2

F. Close relationship – 1 Pet. 3:7-9

II. What obligations do I have to my brethren? Matt. 7:12
A. Love – John 15:12; 1 Jn. 4:7-12, 19-20, 1 Pet. 1:22

B. Example and influence – Matt. 5:13-14; Rom. 14:13, 21; 1 Cor. 8:9, 12-13

C. Forgiveness – Col. 3:13; Matt. 6:14-15

D. Hospitality – Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:1-2; I Pet. 4:9

E. Restoration – Gal. 6:1-2; James 5:16-20

F. Ministering to the sick – James 5:13-16

G. Preserve unity – 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:1-3; Phil. 1:6; Eph. 4:11-16

H. Christ-like example – Matt. 5:16; Phil. 1:27; Eph. 4:1; 1 Tim. 4:12

III. We can’t expect the Lord to be pleased with us here if we don’t have the

proper attitude toward our brethren.

A. Proper love – John 13:34-35

B. Proper respect – James 2:10; Psa. 14:7

LESSON 3

MY DUTY TOWARD ATTENDING SERVICES

INTRODUCTION
From the beginning of the Jewish dispensation, God has commanded His people to assemble together to worship and learn of Him.  Neh. 10:39; Lk. 4:16

IV. Why should I attend every service of the church?

A. I need spiritual food and should have a compelling desire for such food –

1 Pet. 2:2-3; Matt. 4:4; 5:6; Psa. 119:172; Rom. 1:16-17; James 1:21

B. To learn the value of God’s Word in my life – Psa. 119:14, 16, 24; 

Col. 1:9-11; 2 Pet. 1:5-11

C. To help my grow – Heb. 6:1; 2 Pet. 3:18; Heb. 5:12-14

D. To keep me from falling – 2. Pet. 2:20-22; Matt. 13:20-23

E. To be in subjection to those who watch for my soul – Heb. 13:17; Acts 20:28

F. God has commanded me to not forsake the assembly – Heb. 10:19-32

G. To strengthen the local congregation – Eph. 4:11-16

H. To remain steadfast – 1 Cor. 15:58

I. To not be disciplined – 2 Thess. 3:6-16; Rom. 6:17

J. I owe it to my brethren

V. Is it a sin if I miss services?

A. Sin is a transgression of the law – 1 Jn. 3:4

B. To be absent can involve a number of sins –

 1.  He sins willfully – Heb. 10:25-26

 2.  He trods under foot the Son of God – Heb. 10:29

 3.  He counts the blood of the covenant an unholy thing – Heb. 10:29

 4.  He does despite the Spirit of grace – Heb. 10:29

5. On the Lord’s day, he forsakes the appointment the Lord has made with

him, that they might commune together in the Lord’s Supper – Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 10:16

 6.  He forsakes being with the Lord in the assembly – Matt. 18:20

7. He denies his allegiance to Christ that he confessed before baptism – 

Acts 8:18-24,37

8. He is not seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness – Matt. 6:33

9. He offends the church of God with his attitude and actions – 1 Cor. 10:32

10. He becomes a stumbling block to the babes in Christ – Matt. 18:6

11. He hinders special efforts to preach the gospel – 1 Cor. 9:12

12. He neglects worship that God seeks – Jn. 4:24

13. He fails in his duty toward his children – Eph. 6:1-4

14.  He is not a light to the world round about him – Matt. 5:14-16; Phil. 

       2:15

15.  He is not seeking those things above – Col. 3:1

16.  He has become unfruitful in the Lord’s work – Matt. 13:22; Jn. 15:1-6

17.  He knows to do good and fails to do it – James 4:17

18.  He fails to respect God’s local church because it cannot exist without  

 assemblies – 1 Cor. 5:4

19.  He is not putting God first in his life – Matt. 10:37-38

20.  He has weakened himself spiritually or may even be dead – 1 Cor. 11:30

Is attending the services a good work?  If the answer is yes, then consider Titus 2:14; 3:1; James 4:17

D.
If my attitude is right, I would not want to be anywhere else
1.  Attitude of David – Psa. 122:1; 84:10; 27:4

2. Do I love the Lord – Matt. 18:20
3. Am I seeking him – Matt. 5:6; 6:33
LESSON 4

MY DUTY AS A CHRISTIAN – LORD’S SUPPER

INTRODUCTION     The theme of the Bible is the unveiling of the mystery that salvation is made possible by the death and suffering of Christ on the cross.  He willingly went to the cross to redeem us from our sins and give us the hope of eternal life.  The Lord’s Supper is a commemoration of that sacrifice.  Our proper observance of this memorial feast once every week increases our appreciation for the significance of that sacrifice.  Our purpose in life as Christians is re-emphasized, and our strength to resist temptation is renewed.

I.
What is it?

A. A memorial – 1 Cor. 11:24-25; Matt. 26:26-29; Mk 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-20

            B.  A communion with Christ – 1 Cor. 10:14-18; Matt. 26:29; Luke 22:18,29-30

B. A declaration – “Proclaims the Lord’s death until He comes again” 

      1 Cor. 11:26

II.
Scriptural Designations 

            A.  The Lord’s supper – 1 Cor. 11:20

            B.   Breaking of bread – Acts 20:7

            C.   Table of the Lord – 1 Cor. 10:21

            D.  A communion of the body and the blood – 1 Cor. 10:16

a. It is never called “sacrament”, “mass”, or “Holy Eucharist” in the scriptures.

III.
The elements of the Lord’s Supper  

            A.  Unleavened bread – Matt. 26:17-26; 1 Cor. 11:23-24

B.  Fruit of the vine – Matt. 26:27-29 - Note that the terms “cup” and “fruit of the

      vine” are used interchangeably.  Jesus is talking about the contents, not the    

      container.

C. Are the terms “body” and “blood” used figuratively in these passages?

      Remember Jesus was alive at the institution of the Lord’s Supper.

1. When He said, “Take eat this is my body” He was handing them 

      unleavened bread.

2. When He said, “this is the blood of the covenant, which is poured out

      for many unto the remission of sins”, His blood was still in His body.

IV.
Who may partake?

            A.  Those in the Kingdom – Luke 22:29-30; Matt. 18:3; Jn. 3:3-5

            B.  Those in the church – 1 Cor. 11:18-20; 1Cor. 10:16-18,21

D. Compare to the Passover – Ex. 13:2-9; Ex. 12:12-19

  V. 
When and how often observed?

A. Note – If there was no divine revelation about this matter, then we could

      partake as often or as infrequently as we chose.

             B.  There was a command to assemble – Heb. 10:25

             C. There was a day of assembly – Acts 20:7 – They met on the first day of the 

      week.

D.  Compare “first day of the week” to “remember the Sabbath” – Ex. 20:8

VI.       What should our attitude be while observing the Lord’s Supper?

             A.  Reverence – Heb. 12:28

             B.  Self examination – 1 Cor. 11:28; 2 Cor. 13:5

             C.  Must observe in a worthy manner – 1 Cor. 11:27-32, but not sinless perfection

             D.  Communion must be with our hearts and minds – 1 Cor. 10:15-17

E. Must be observed in peace and harmony with fellow Christians – 1 Cor. 

10:17; 1 Cor. 14:40 

LESSON 5

MY ATTITUDE TOWARD GIVING

INTRODUCTION   Now that I am a Christian, I have another responsibility and wonderful privilege, that is sharing in the financing of the Lord’s work.  The Church of Christ does not solicit contributions from visiting brethren as they have an obligation to support the congregation where they work and worship.  The Lord’s church also does not expect contributions from those who are not Christians.  The church does not engage in any type of fund raising schemes hence, the only method used in supporting the Lord’s work is the method prescribed in the New Testament, the voluntary contribution on the first day of every week by members of His church.

I. What should we know about giving?
A. Why should we give?

1.  God commanded it – I Cor. 16:1-2; II Cor. 9:6-7

2.  The earth is the Lord’s – Psa. 24; I Cor. 10:26

3.  Every thing we have comes from God – James 1:17

4.  We are servants of Christ – I Cor. 6:19-20; Rom. 6:18

5.  We are to be good stewards – I Cor. 4:1-2; Luke 16:1-3

6.  To prove our love for the Lord – II Cor. 8:8,24

7.  To be happy – Acts 20:35

8.  To lay up treasure in heaven – I Tim. 6:17-19

9.  To glorify God – II Cor. 9:12-15

                      10.  To support the mission of the Church – I Cor. 9:13-14;ICor.16:1

 B. What should we give?

1. Ourselves first, then the rest is easy – II Cor. 8:5

2. Our bodies – Rom. 12:1-2; Phil. 1:20

3. Our time – Eph. 5:15-16

4. Our talent – Matt. 25:13-30

5. Our labor – Jn. 6:27; Titus 3:14

6. Our financial increase – I Cor. 16:1-2

7. Our lives if necessary – Acts 20:22-24, 21:13 ; Matt. 16:25

C.  How should we give?

8. Regularly – I Cor. 16:1-2 – “upon the first day of the week”

9. Personally – I Cor. 16:1-2 – “let each one of you”

10. Systematically – I Cor. 16:1-2 – “lay by him in store”

11. Proportionately – I Cor. 16:1-2 – “as God hath prospered him”

12. Preventively – I Cor. 16:1-2 – “that there be no gatherings when I come”

13. Liberally – II Cor. 9:6-7 ; Prov. 11:24 – What is liberality?

14. Voluntarily – II Cor. 9:6-7 – How could a person give by compulsion?

15. Cheerfully – II Cor. 9:6-7 – Is it possible to give grudgingly?

16. Purposefully – II Cor. 9:7 – What do we mean by purposing to give?

17. Sacrificially – II Cor. 8:1-5; Mark 12:41-44 – What is a sacrifice?

18.  Ability – I Cor. 16:2 – “as prospered

19.  Bountifully – II Cor. 9:6 – Not how little can I give , but how much can I give? Acts 2:45

II. The blessings of giving

A. We reap what we sow, this is God’s principle of giving – Gal. 6:7

B. Our reaping is determined by what we sow – II Cor. 9:6

C. Our barns will be filled with plenty if we are liberal – Prov. 3:30

D. The liberal soul is provided for by God – Prov. 11:24-26

E. God will bless us beyond measure – Mal. 3:8-10

F. Liberality lays a good foundation for the future – I Tim. 6:18-19

III. How much should a Christian give?

A. Is tithing commanded in the New Testament? NO

1. Tithing was practiced before the law of Moses – Gen. 14:18-20

2. Tithing was practiced under the law of Moses – Numbers 18:21,24; Lev. 27:30

B. Are these Old Testament scriptures binding on us today as new testament Christians? NO, but notice what the new testament says;

1. They are for our learning – Rom. 15:4

2. They are for our admonition – II Cor. 10:11

C. Tithing as such is not part of the New Testament law, but the example of what God expects from the Jews can serve as a valuable index in determining how much He expects from us as Christians.

1. One fundamental principle of the new testament is that greater privileges brings greater responsibilities – Luke 12:48

2. A better law – Heb, 7:18

3. Better promises – Heb. 8:6

4. Better blood – Heb. 9:13-14

5. A greater commission, the whole world – Mark 16:15

D. Some questions for us to consider

1. Has God raised every other standard in the new covenant and lowered the standard of giving?

2. Of the Jews He required a tenth, of us He requires liberality, which is more?

3. The Jews gave because of a binding law.  We give because we love the Lord.  Which is more?

4. When thousands of Jews who had been tithing became Christians at Pentecost, do you think they gave less than they had as Jews? Acts 2:45

5. When the Jews did not give their tithe, God accused them of robbing Him, Mal. 3:8-10, Am I robbing God by what I give Him today?

E. Bear in mind whatever decision you reach must be in harmony with the New Testament because it is the standard of authority by which we will be judged – Jn. 12:48.  We must also give with the proper attitude, remembering that God loves a cheerful giver.  Just as the church should have a planned program of work, every Christian should have a planned program of giving to make that work possible.

LESSON 6

MY DUTY AS A CHRISTIAN IN SUPPORTING

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

INTRODUCTION   The Lord has specified the work that He wants His church to engage in – Eph. 4:16.  To do this work, it is necessary that each Christian do his part.  As Christians, we do the work of the church by being a member of a local faithful congregation of God’s people – Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 2:42; Heb. 10:25-26.  Christians must learn what the work of the church is and how the Lord wants it done.  It is the responsibility of each member to support the church in carrying out its divinely assigned mission.

I.    
The Mission of the Church
A. Evangelism – Romans 1:16 - It is our responsibility to get the Good News to 


alien sinners.  Eph. 3:10-11; 1 Thess. 1:8

B. Edification – It is the responsibility of the church to teach and train babes in Christ to become mature Christians.  Eph. 4:11-16; Acts 20:17, 26-32

C. Care of its own needy – It is the responsibility of the church to see the needs of its members and fulfill them.  Acts 4:34-35; Acts 6:1-6, 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 

1 Tim. 5:16

D. Other Responsibilities

1. Oversee the public worship of God – Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5,12

2. Provide that the public worship is done in a decent and orderly manner – 1 Cor. 14:40

3. The scriptures are silent as to any other activities the church might engage in – 2 John 9

E. The church is sufficient within itself to do all that is necessary to carry on the      

work that God has given it to do.  No other organizations are needed, much 

less authorized by God’s Word.  The individual fulfills his responsibility by 

being actively participating in the work of the church so it can carry out its mission.

VI. The Church and Human Institutions

A. Comparisons

1. The Church is divine – Eph. 3:10-11 – Human organizations are not.

2. The Church is specified – Eph. 3:21 – Human organizations are substitutes for God’s plan.

3. The Church is all sufficient – Col. 1:23; Acts 6:1-7; Rom. 1:8 – Human institutions cause division – 1 Cor. 1:10, and reflects upon the wisdom of God – Rom. 9:20; Rom. 10:3

4. The Church maintains unity – Phil. 3:16; Eph. 4:4-6 – Human institutions supplants and destroys the effectiveness of the Church.

5. The Church is the only authorized agency for the carrying out of God’s work and the only one through God’s people are to function – Acts 20:28-31; 2 Thess. 2:7 – The scriptures warn us about human institutions and man-made organizations that would create the present day factions we have in the religious world.

III.
The Organization of the Church


A. Designed and planned by divine wisdom – Eph. 3:8-10

B. Christ is the head of the body – Eph. 1:22-23; Eph. 5:23

C. Eldership – Acts 20:17, 28 – Terms relative to Elders

1. Elder - Presbytros = Older, Experienced

2. Bishop - Episcopos = Overseer, Superintendent

3. Pastor - Poimeen = Shepherd, Herdsman

4. Ruler - Hegoumenoi = Leader

5. Ensample – Tupos = Model, Pattern

6. Steward – Oikonomous = Manager, Caretaker

D.  Terms Relative to Preachers – 2 Tim. 4:5

1. Evangelist – Evaggelistes = Bearer of good tidings

2. Preacher – Kerux = Herald, proclaimer of truth

E. Terms Relative to Deacons – Phil. 1:1

1. Deacon – Diakonos = Servant

2. Special service under the direction of the Elders

F. Terms Relative to Members – Col. 1:2

1. Saints – Sanctified, Set Apart

2. Disciple – Learner

3. Child of God = In God’s Family

4. Brethren – Relation to others in the same family

5. Christian = Belonging to Christ

G. Most departures from truth have begun with a corruption of the organization 

and rebellion against its authority.

1. Elders assuming Christ’s authority – Giving legislative decrees

2. Preachers assuming Elders’ authority – The modern pastor system

3. Deacons assuming Elders’ authority – The “majority rules”

IV. Our Duties to the Elders

 A.   Know and respect them – 1 Thess. 5:12-13

B. Be subject to and obey them – 1 Pet. 5:5; Heb. 13:17

C. Receive not an unsupported accusation against them – 1 Tim. 5:1

D. Support them – 1 Tim. 5:17

E. Call for their help in time of spiritual need – James 5:14-16

V. Our Duties to the Congregation

A.   The key to the success of any congregation is individual Christians fulfilling     

       their responsibilities – Eph. 4:11-16

B. Every member working

1. Illustrated by the members of a body – 1 Cor. 12:12-27

2. Illustrated by soldiers in an army – Eph. 6:11-13

3. Illustrated by partners in fellowship – Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3

LESSON 7

MY DUTY AS A CHRISTIAN IN REGARD

TO PERSONAL EVANGELISM

INTRODUCTION
The primary mission of the Church is to teach and preach the Gospel to the lost and to uphold the truth before an unbelieving world – Matt. 28:18-20;

Mark 16:15-16.

I.      
How does the Church function in accomplishing this all-important task?

A. The body accomplishes its work only by the effectual working of every part – Eph. 4:11-16

B. The Church will evangelize the world only if the individual members are active teaching and preaching whenever they have opportunity.

C. While supporting men to give their full time to preaching and teaching is authorized in the scriptures, the New Testament makes it plain that we cannot pay anybody to do by proxy that which God has assigned to each of us.

II.         Some reasons why every Christian should strive to teach others

A. To be like Christ – Luke 19:10; Matt. 10:25; 1 Pet. 2:21

B. To be like early Christians – Acts 12:46-47; Acts 5:42; Acts 8:4; Phil. 1:14; Phil. 2:12, 16

C. To be wise – Prov. 11:30; Matt. 10:16; Dan. 12:3

D. To relieve myself of a fearful responsibility – Ezra 3:17-20

E. To glorify God – John 15:2, 8

F. To fulfill God’s purpose in making me a Christian – 1 Pet. 2:9-10; Eph. 2:10; Matt. 5:13-16

V. What can a babe in Christ do in this work?
A. If I have obeyed the gospel, I can at least tell others what I have done.  Mark 5:19-20

B. I can study and grow in my knowledge that in time I will be a capable teacher.  Heb. 5:12; 1 Pet. 3:15; 2 Tim. 2:2

C. I can invite others to services where they will hear the gospel.  Rom. 1:16

D. I can make an effort to arrange Bible studies

E. Good tracts are available in the building.  I can take some and hand them out.

F. Correspondence courses are available.  See if you can interest a friend in taking the course.

VI. Why is personal evangelism important?
A. All have sinned – Rom. 3:23

B. All have need of salvation – Mark 16:15-16

C. The Gospel meets that need – Rom. 1:14-17

D. Example of how the Gospel saves – Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. 15:1-4

E. The same Gospel I obeyed saved me from the wages of sin – Rom. 6:23 

CONCLUSION   The only link that God has between His Word and the alien sinners are Christians like you and me.  By the same token, the only opportunity many will have to be saved is if you and I tell them about God’s plan for saving man.

LESSON 8

THE CHRISTIAN’S DUTY TO JESUS

INTRODUCTION
We should feel a sense of duty toward Christ for what He has done for us.  This obligation should cause us to want to fulfill commitments that we as His children have made to Him.

   I.      Why should I be obligated to the Lord?

A. Christ shed His blood for me – Rom. 5:8-9; 1 Pet. 1:18-19

B. He was the only one who could pay the purchase price – Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 6:20

C. There is no salvation without Christ – Acts 4:12

D. He authored our salvation – Heb. 5:8-9 (by our obedience – Matt. 7:21)

E. We are partakers of the heavenly calling – Heb. 3:1

F. All spiritual blessings in Him – Eph. 1:3

G. Eternal life – 1 John 5:11

  II.
Obligated to recognize Christ as our supreme (final) authority in matters of 

            religion – Matt. 28:18

A. Christ’s authority is revealed to us in His perfect law of liberty – James 1:25

1. It contains all essential religious teaching – 2 Pet. 1:3

2. Furnishes us to every good work – 2 Tim. 3:16-17

B. Human authority is imperfect and brings condemnation

1. Religious instruction is restricted to the “graces of God” – 1 Pet. 4:11

2. Gospel of Christ is the only authoritatively religious teaching – Gal. 1:8-9

3. We must follow what is written – it is our guide – Luke 10:26

III.      We are obligated to abide by the teachings of Christ

A. Worship must be in spirit and truth – John 4:23-24

1. Sing – Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 2:12

2. Pray – Acts 2:42; 1 Thess. 5:17; Col. 4:2

3. Teaching – 2 Tim. 2:2

4. Lord’s Supper – Matt. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-30

5. Giving – 2 Cor. 9:7; 1 Tim. 6:19; 1 Cor. 16:2

B. Work we do must be authorized by His Word

1. As a congregation – Col. 3:17

2. As an individual – Gal. 6:9-10; James 1:26-27

IV.       As Christians, we should be a good example to others

A. Christ is our example to follow – 1 Pet. 2:21-22

B. We should let our light shine – Matt. 5:13-16

CONCLUSION   We can’t fulfill our obligations to Christ if we are not willing to follow His Word.  We will be judged concerning the obligations we have met in carrying out our duty as citizens of the kingdom of God.

LESSON 9

THE CHRISTIAN’S DUTY TO HIS FAMILY

INTRODUCTION   The Christian has a great obligation to his or her own family.  Certainly each member of a family sustains a duty to the other family members in this relationship.  We will consider I this study the additional obligations that belong to the Christian.

I.
The Christian must be “sold” on Christianity – Matt. 6:33

A.  This should be seen in the exemplary life we strive to live – Phil. 4:8

1. No one lives without influencing others – Rom. 14:7

2. We should strive to follow the example of Jesus – Jn. 13:15; 

       1 Pet. 2:21-22

3. All Christians are setting examples in the home

     a.  Some good – reading and studying Bible, praying, kindness, love, 

          faithfulness

                              b.  Some bad – selfishness, gossiping, quarrelling, gambling, smoking,

                                   drinking

B. We manifest importance to Christianity by what we do

1. By how much we try to teach others – 2 Tim. 2:2

2. By the way that we live the commandments – Acts 2:42

3. By our steadfastness – 1 Cor. 15:58

II.
The Christian must promote Christianity before his family


A. Must Recognize and advocate the proper home authority – Gen. 2:20-25

1. Husband as head of the family – Eph. 5:22-29

2. Children in subjection to parental authority – Eph. 6:1-3

B. By being a good friend and choosing to associate with the same kind of people

1. Evil companions corrupt good morals – 1 Cor. 15:33

2. God warned His people about companions and the influence they could have on our families – Prov. 28:7; 2 Cor. 6:14

C. By providing and reading good literature

1. “Tell a person by the books he reads” – As he reads, he thinks – 

      Prov. 23:7

2. Worldly, sensual literature poisons the mind while the Bible, religious journals, bulletin build us up

III.
The Christian owes it to his family to oppose worldliness

A. Promoting Christianity involves this

1. Can’t be neutral toward sin and be a Christian

2. Making a choice as to whom we will serve – Matt 6:24; Matt. 12:30

B. To oppose worldliness means to act against it

1. How do we “act against” dancing, gambling, and other worldly lusts?

2. We must speak out and work against the success of worldly forces and certainly not appear that we condone them – Eph. 5:11

 IV.
THE CHRISTIAN MUST FULFILL HIS INDIVIDUAL DUTIES TO THE

             FAMILY RELATIONSHIP

A. Man’s obligation

1. As a husband – Eph. 5:23, 25; 1 Tim. 5:8

2. As a father – Eph. 6:4

B. Woman’s obligation

1. As a wife – Eph. 5:22

2. As a mother – Titus 2:4-5

C.  Children’s obligation

1. As children – Eph. 6:1-3

2. As brothers and sisters 

CONCLUSION   One of our greatest jobs is to influence and teach our families to believe and obey God’s Word – John 4:44.  We must overcome many hindrances in order to teach our families the truth.  It will be a full-time job.

LESSON 10

THE CHRISTIAN’S DUTY TO HIMSELF

INTRODUCTION   The obligations we will study in this lesson are ones no one else can fulfill for us.  We all want blessing and honor for ourselves, but too few are willing to actually do anything to attain them.  We need to realize that just as we satisfy our earthly hungers, we must also have a yearning to fulfill our obligations that concern our souls.  This concluding lesson points out these obligations for our consideration.

I.
We must be educated in the way of righteousness

A. Great commission of Jesus taught growth – Matt. 28:18-20

1. Those who are baptized are to be taught – vs. 19

2. Others also have a responsibility to help us – 2 Tim. 2:2

3. I will ultimately be held responsible for my growth or lack of it – 

John 12:47-48

B. We must desire the milk of the Word – 1 Pet. 2:2

1. A taste of good food creates a desire for more – i.e., Lays potato chips – “you can’t eat just one” is their motto.

2. At no time can we quit eating and be as healthy as we should be

C.  This desire must be coupled with activity for obtaining the truth

1. Read – investigate – Eph. 3:3-5

2. Study – 2 Tim. 2:15

3. Application of lesson we learn – Matt. 5:16

II. The Christian must withstand temptations that would diminish his influence

For the Lord – 1 Cor. 15:58

A. Education in righteousness has a two-fold purpose

1.  So we will know what is right and take a stand for it – Matt. 6:24

2.  So we will be opposed to those things of Satan that are wrong and be aware     

     of the power of our enemy – 1 Pet. 5:8

B. Knowledge without application is both foolish and useless 

1.  We lead others to the Lord by applying our knowledge

2.  Lack of knowledge or its misapplication would render our influence for 

                       Christ useless

C. There are three different ways Satan gets his followers –1 John 2:15-17

1.   He wants to keep sinners from being saved

                  2.   He wants Christians to go back into the world


      3.   He wants to render members in the Church useless, without influence for



God.


D.  The only way to keep from serving Satan is to learn God’s will and then do it - 


      Isa. 55:6-7; Col. 3:1-2; 1 John 2:15

III.  
We must lay hold on eternal life - 1 Tim. 6:12

A. The Church is a called out body

1.  Each Christian has an eternal soul

                  2.  The Church is the preparing ground for those souls to go to heaven


      3.  We cannot go to heaven and obtain eternal life if we don’t prepare

B. Each Christian is obligated to prepare oneself according to God’s Word – 

Phil. 2:12

1.  The eternal destiny of the immortal soul depends on this preparation

2.  Heaven or Hell:  For which are you preparing?

C. Eternal life is not the automatic possession of every Church member – 

Rev. 22:14

1.  We must “lay hold on it” as stated by Paul – 1 Tim. 6:12

2.  It requires effort, stamina, determination, and love on our part.

CONCLUSION   As Christians, our obligations and duties are numerous and vary greatly, but all of them are of such nature that we can fulfill them.  As God’s children, we should derive a great deal of pleasure in accomplishing what the Lord has given us to do.  Being involved in learning and doing God’s will is the most important task that we have to accomplish while here on earth.


I hope this Bible study series will help you to grow into the mature Christian God would have us to become. 
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