JAMES

LESSON ONE – INTRODUCTION
Author of this epistle
The writer of this epistle simply identifies himself as “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  The only problem presented by this information is that the Bible in the New Testament speaks of three prominent James’.  Which of these is this James?  The name James was and still is a very prominent name in Palestine so there must have been something that distinguished this James others of that day and time of the same name. The possibilities include 

1.) James, the apostle, the brother of John, and the son of Zebedee - MATT. 4:21: 10:2; 17:1 – he was put to death by the sword on the orders of Herod Agrippa in A.D. 44 – ACTS 12:1-2.
2.) James the less, also an apostle who was the son of Alphaeus – MATT. 10:3
3.) James the brother of Jesus – MATT. 13:55.
Of these James the son of Alphaeus is never mentioned after ACTS 1:13.  Since James and Jude both refer to “James” as a name well known it seems we must discount this James as being the author.  

James the brother of John was beheaded in ACTS 12:2 by Herod.  This was before 44 A.D. so we must discount this James also as it seems almost impossible this epistle could have been written this early.
This only leaves James, the brother of Jesus who was a well known figure from ACTS 12:17 as the most commonly accepted author of this epistle.  

Background of James – 

In spite of the fact he was the brother of Jesus he did not follow him as a disciple during his earthly ministry – JOHN 7:2-5.  That is why at the cross Jesus gives the charge to John to care for his mother – JOHN 19:25-27. However after the resurrection of Jesus there was a change in his disbelief as is shown by his presence with the disciples in Jerusalem – ACTS 1:13-14.  A possible reason for this change very well could have been that he was an eye witness of the resurrection of Jesus – 1 COR. 15:7.
James ultimately became a prominent figure in the church in Jerusalem – GAL. 1:19, 2:1; ACTS 15. It is reported that this James (the brother of Jesus) was ordered by Annas the high priest about 62 or 68 A.D. to proclaim from the turret of the temple before the people that Jesus was not the Messiah.  Instead he proclaimed that Jesus was the Son of God and judge of the world. As a result of his display of faith he was hurled to the ground and stoned until some charitable fuller ended his suffering by clubbing him to death.  

At his death it is said he was kneeling praying, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” – Halley’s Bible Handbook, page 657.
Time of Writing – 
This is disputed among scholars but ranges from 45 to 62 A.D. Possibly as early as 50 A.D. but if it is as early as 45 A.D. it would one of the earliest books of the New Testament canon.
The historian Josephus, places the death of James at the time of the death of Festus in 62 A.D.   So of necessity it took place at some earlier time.

Recipients – 

This epistle is addressed to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad – 1:1.  This phrase “scattered abroad” or the term “dispersion” could convey two ideas.  These descriptions are used in two ways.  First, it is a technical term used to describe the Jews who were scattered abroad as a result of the Babylonian captivity between 606 B.C. and 586 B.C. – JOHN 7:35.  This term is also used to describe the Christians who were scattered abroad as a result of the persecution that Saul brought upon the church – ACTS 8:1-4; 1 PET. 1:1. The twelve tribes could refer to the literal twelve tribes of Israel or the it could refer to spiritual Israel, the saints of God. We are of the opinion that James in spite of the Jewish flavor of this epistle is using figurative language to refer to spiritual Israel, those who are children of God by faith in Christ Jesus – Christians. 
Subject and Purpose –
The epistle of James is to the New Testament what the book of Proverbs is to the Old Testament.  It is considered to be one of the most practical books in the New Testament.  James is often referred to as “The gospel of common sense”, and it is just as practical for us today as it was for the Christians during New Testament times.  As God’s people today we still have temptations and trials on a regular basis as we daily face the challenges of life.  We still face difficulties between brethren because of social distinctions and carnality.  We still face the problem today of brethren who profess their faith in Christ but almost begrudgingly display or demonstrate their faith to others.  We still have the problem with controlling our tongues and the words we speak without restraint cause much damage to the cause of Christ. Worldliness still exists and is a constant threat to our faith so we should be able to see the importance of studying this epistle and learn how to deal with these problems in a common sense way.
The purpose of this epistle can be summed up in a few words. It was the sole purpose and desire of James to strengthen the faith of spiritual Israel by penning this epistle.  The entire epistle of James can be focused around one key passage: James 2:14-26.  The argument is made in this part of the text that faith without works is dead and therefore is of no profit to anyone.  The kind of faith that will please God and save our souls is a living, active, and obedient faith, but what is included in this God pleasing type of faith.  The rest of the epistle of James instructs us in the answer to that pertinent question.  James takes us thru a lot of different problems and different type of situations and we are instructed in each case how faith is suppose to act.  In our study we will consider how faith is supposed to behave and we will see a tried faith produces perfection.
· Faith endures trials – 1:2-4

· Faith recognizes the value of trials – 1:12; 5:7-11
· Faith overcomes temptation – 1:13-18

· Faith is active not passive – 1:19-25

· Faith is expressed in loving works – 1:27; 5:19-20

· Faith working by love will never be guilty of:

· Partiality – 2:1-13

· Speaking evil of a brother – 4:11-12

· Hoarding riches and refusing to share with others – 5:1-6

· Faith controls the tongue – 3:1-12

· Faith chooses God’s wisdom over the world’s wisdom – 3:13-18

· Faith turns away from the world and draws near to God – 4:1-10
· Faith does not count on tomorrow, but instead says, “If the Lord wills” – 4:13-18

· Faith prays fervently and confidently to God – 1:5-8; 5:13-18

LESSON TWO
James 1:1-11

1:1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad:

Greetings. 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

9 Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 10 but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. 11 For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits. 
OUTLINE – JAMES CHAPTER 1
I. Salutation – 1:1

II. Proper view of trials in producing perfection – 1:2-4

III. Wisdom needed in order to profit from trials – 1:5-8

IV. Equality in Christ – 1:9-11
V. The source of temptation – 1:12-18

VI. Our attitude toward God’s word of truth – 1:19-27
COMMENTS

If we have the proper attitude we can rejoice in trials because the benefits always out weight the hardships.  James speaks of two different types of trials those that come from without and those that come from within. The reason we should count it all joy is because steadfast endurance produces patience. If we allow patience to have its perfect work it will achieve its intended goal and the end result will be that we are perfect and complete lacking nothing. 

As we face these trials we need to continually ask God for wisdom, but there is a condition placed on our asking and that is that we ask in faith and do not doubt for that would reflect an inconsistency in our trust toward God.  We must be confident that God will grant wisdom to us. Wisdom is the ability to apply knowledge in a practical common sense way.  Without wisdom knowledge is useless.
Our perspective toward equality in Christ is taught to us by contrasting two classes of individuals between the lowly brother and the rich.  The lowly brother might view himself as a failure and without worth because of his poor or lower status on the socio-economic scale.  While the rich brother might view himself as having great value because of his trust in riches and his higher rank on the socio-economic scale.  But in Christ there is equality among all – GAL. 3:28. The lowly is elevated to a position of equality and the rich is lowered to a position of equality in Christ.  James exhorts the lowly to be proud of his elevation and the rich to be proud of his being made low.
LESSON TWO – QUESTIONS – JAMES 1:1-11
1. Who wrote this epistle and to whom was it addressed? 1:1

2. What is the meaning of the word trials (temptation) and how does James use this word in his epistle? 1:2

3. What should the attitude and reaction of the Christian be to these various trials? 1:2
4. Can good come from these trials and if so how? 1:3-4

5. Why does James introduce the subject of wisdom in connection with these trials? 1:5

6. If you lack wisdom who should you ask to give it to you? 1:5
7. What conditions are placed on our asking? 1:6

8. What can a doubter expect to receive from God? 1:7

9. In your own words describe the meaning of “double-minded” and “unstable”? 1:8

10. What are the lowly brother and rich brother told to glory in respectively? 1:9
LESSON THREE
James 1:12-18
12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 
COMMENTS

Previously James has discussed the earthly benefits of trials (1:2-4) and now he shows us the eternal benefits of trials.  If we endure temptations, we will receive the crown of life also spoken of by Paul - 2 TIM. 4:6-8. It is by these trials that we are approved by God  those who endure and are approved receive “the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those that love Him.”
James emphatically points out that temptations do not come from God.  He is not the source of temptation and should not be charged with being responsible for it occurring.  God is not temptable and does not tempt any man as this would be inconsistent with his divine nature.

So where do these temptations come from? They come from our own uncontrolled desires.  Man is tempted when he is drawn away by his own lust (denotes strong desire) and enticed (lured by bait). When this desire conceives (is acted upon) it results in sin which brings about spiritual death.  We do not need to allow the devil to deceive us into thinking that God is the source of these temptations.  That type of thinking is absurd since God is the giver of every good and perfect gift.  Only good and perfect things come from God, including his word which is able to save our souls.
LESSON THREE QUESTIONS JAMES 1:12-18

1. What happens to the man in the present and the future who endures temptation? 1:12

2. The person who passes the test in regard to temptation is blessed with joy and hope but how does the person feel who fails the test? 1:13
3. What two reasons are given to show that God is not the source of temptation? 1:13

4. Who is the “tempter”? MATT. 4:3; 1 THESS. 3:5

5. When is a person tempted? 1:14

6. Is being tempted in and of itself sin? 1:14

7. Is God in any way responsible for tempting us to sin? 1:14

8. What are the steps of sin’s development? 1:15

9. What kind of gifts come down from God? 1:17-18
10. How does this prove that God would not tempt anyone to commit sin? 1:17-18
LESSON FOUR

James 1:19-27

19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 

21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 
COMMENTS

James now instructs us in some qualities in our life that need to be present if we are to be able to face these trials successfully: we must be swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to wrath.  We should heed this admonition because man’s wrath does not produce the righteousness of God.
Since the word of God is able to save our souls we should continue to receive it in a heart freed from all things that condemn such as filthiness and wickedness.  The word is able to save us but this salvation is conditional upon us applying what it teaches us not merely hearing and knowing what it says. It is foolish to hear and not to do because it is self deceptive.  A hearer only is like a mirror watcher who forgets his appearance, his true character and as a result does not profit from the word.  When one looks into the perfect law of liberty and it reminds him of what he has been freed from (sin) he continues doing what is consistent with the demands of the law in regard to holiness and practical duties.  Since he is faithful to God in his service he is blessed.  To put it in simple terms; just to know God’s word is not enough; it must be put into practice.
If we are to practice pure and undefiled religion so it does not become useless we must control our tongue, and visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction.  The implanted word applied in our lives will produce a cautious tongue and pure religion by which we will be able to keep ourselves unspotted from the world.
LESSON FOUR QUESTIONS JAMES 1:19-27

1. What are some qualities needed when we are faced with trials? 1:19 

2. In spite of this admonition what do we usually do and what are the results? 1:20
3. What qualities in a man would interfere with his proper reception of the word? 1:21

4. What is the implanted word able to do for us? 1:21

5. What is our responsibility toward the word? 1:22

6. Does our attitude toward the word of God have any bearing on our receiving wisdom from God? 

7. The one who hears but does not obey is compared to what? 1:23-24

8. How can we be blessed in what we do? 1:25

9. Can our religion become useless? How? 1:26

10. What definition is given of pure and undefiled religion? 1:27
LESSON FIVE

James 2:1-13
2:1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. 2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my footstool," 4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? 7 Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called? 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you do well; 9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. 11 For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 
OUTLINE – JAMES CHAPTER 2

I. Showing partiality to the rich – 2:1-13

II. Faith without works – 2:14-26
COMMENTS

The first half of this chapter 2:1-13 warns against showing partiality, especially toward the rich.  Several arguments are used to show that partiality or respect of persons is a sin.
We are commanded to not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus…with respect of persons.  The term respect of persons or partiality is a word that literally means, “face accepting.” This term indicates partiality or personal preference based solely on the outward appearance of a person.  It is quite obvious that those to whom James is writing are guilty of this sin.

The illustration used is the entering in the assembly of two men one who is rich and the other who is poor.  When the two men come in, the one who is finely dressed because he is rich is greeted by being told, “You sit here in this good place.”  While at the same time they have no regard for the poorly dressed man and tell him to stand there or sit under my footstool because he is poor.  This action makes it very clear that those who are doing such are making distinctions between themselves and others. As a result of their action they become judges with wrong thoughts or evil motives.  Gods condemns this distinction by man.
The royal law of God teaches us to love our neighbors.  The principle of the correct action we should take is given in this royal law to treat all men as equal in things pertaining to God.

In order for us to gain the approval of God we must in matters of right and wrong, moral and spiritual, show the same attitude always and everywhere.  When we demonstrate justice toward those who according to the standards of the world are different then and only then do we prove our faith to others and gain the approval of God.
LESSON FIVE QUESTIONS JAMES 2:1-13

1. is partiality or respect of persons sinful? 2:1, 9
2. What illustration does James give of showing partiality to the rich? 2:2-4
3. What two things has God chosen the poor of this world to be? 2:5

4. What kind of treatment had the brethren received from some of those who were rich? 2:6-7
5. What is the “royal law”? 2:8

6. If one keeps the whole law but stumbles in one point, what is his condition? 2:10

7. How will we be judged? 2:12

8. What will judgment be like for the one who has shown no mercy? 2:13
LESSON SIX
James 2:14-26

14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe--and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 
COMMENTS

This section of the epistle of James could be titled the necessity of a working faith.  James presents the case in verses 14-26 that faith without works is dead. The question is posed in verse 14, “What good is faith without works?”  In other words what good is faith if it is simply mentally assenting or acknowledging certain facts?  James has posed a rhetorical question which demands an answer of NO.  Such faith is of no benefit for a Christian.
James now gives us four illustrations so we cannot possibly miss the point that faith demands works and that faith without works is of no real value at all.  

The first illustration involves us being approached by a destitute brother.  Simple belief on our part that he will be clothed and fed does not get him into new clothes or provide food for his hunger. We must do something.  We must take action in order for his immediate needs to be met.  Faith can only be manifested by obedient works.

The second illustration used by James in regard to our faith not just being some mental assent is that even the devils believe and tremble.  Believing there is one God is noble and if we do that we are to be commended but we do not need to be deceived into thinking that faith only will save us because even the devils believe.  Our faith must motivate us to take action.  
James next reminds us of Abraham and how his faith was made perfect by his works in regard to offering his only son Isaac as a sacrifice on the altar.  Abraham was justified in the sight of God because of his obedient faith exercising the works God had given him to do. His obedient faith brought about the fulfillment of the scripture and he was counted as righteous – GEN. 15:6.  If we desire to be counted as righteous by God our faith also must be accompanied by works of obedience so we also can be called a friend of God.
The last illustration used by James is with reference to Rahab the Harlot who was justified by works in her dealings with the two spies.  Her actions saved their lives and they could not have been saved if she did not act courageously. In like manner we cannot be saved without works.  If our faith has no works James makes it very clear that we have a dead faith and a faith that is dead is of no profit to anyone.
Remember James is writing to Christians so this epistle is written to prompt us to live in such a way that we demonstrate our faith.

LESSON SIX QUESTIONS JAMES 2:14-26
1. Who is James addressing in this portion of his epistle? 2:14
2. Compare James 2:14-16 and 1 John 3:16-18.  What is the main point made in these passages?
3. How does someone show (prove) they have faith? 2:15-17
4. What about faith by itself or alone can it save us? 2:17

5. How does true Bible faith manifest itself? 2:18

6. If faith only justified who would be saved? 2:19

7. In what particular way did Abraham show his faith? 2:21

8. What is the relationship between faith and works? 2:22

9. Why was Abraham called “the friend of God”? 2:23

10. What conclusion can we draw from the example of Abraham? 2:24

11. How did Rahab show her faith? Joshua 2; 2:25

12. How is faith without works described? 2:26
LESSON SEVEN

James 3:1-12
3:1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body. 3 Indeed, we put bits in horses' mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 4 Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. 5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a forest a little fire kindles! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind. 8 But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. 10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring can yield both salt water and fresh. 

OUTLINE – JAMES CHAPTER 3

I. The danger of the tongue – 3:1-12

II. Heavenly versus earthly wisdom – 3:13-18
COMMENTS
In this section of his epistle James addresses the problem of controlling the tongue.  He begins this chapter with a very unusual command: “let not many of you become teachers.”  That sounds very strange but the reasoning behind this warning is that speaking is an indispensable part of teaching and as a result the teacher has more opportunity to abuse the tongue. Since teachers will be judged on how they use the tongue, they need to exercise caution.  James is not giving the admonition so we would be discouraged from being teachers but it is given to keep us from making a rash decision for which there is a great responsibility.

In verse 2 James makes it clear we have a great deal of difficulty in controlling our tongue and many sins are committed because of the careless usage of words. James wants us to understand that if we can control our tongue then we can control the whole man including the deeds of our body.  We need to use our tongue to combat sin and unrighteousness not man and the work of God.
Our tongue comes in a little package but it can do great things.  James uses the illustration of a bridle in a horse’s mouth.  The bridle is a small thing compared to a horse yet it can exercise great power over the whole body of the horse and controls the direction you desire for the horse to travel.  So it is with the tongue how we use it controls the direction our life.

The next illustration used by James is that of the rudder of a ship.  Just as the small rudder turns the ship so is the power of the tongue.  The rudder of a ship is directed by the steersman and so we must also be at the helm to steer our tongue in the right direction.  In a way that pleases God.
James next indicates the devastating power of the tongue.  A small spark is able to ignite a huge forest fire which can cause great destruction.  A match can ignite a fire in a fireplace to give warmth and comfort to a home but it also has the potential of burning the house and consuming those who live there.  Likewise we have the ability to use the tongue to provide words of comfort, kindness, love, and spiritual encouragement but on the other hands we can also use the tongue to lie, deceive, to verbalize envy, jealousy, and hatred it becomes a fire a world of iniquity.  The tongue can defile the whole body.  It can alter the events of history.  It originates and leads to the fires of hell.
Considering all these factors there is a definite need for constant vigilance over our tongue.  All animals can be tamed, at least to the point that they are not dangerous but the tongue is not that way it can never be left unguarded or unchecked.

Abuses of the tongue produce a sharp contradiction the same tongue at one point praises the Lord and spews forth curses upon man who is made in the likeness of God.  We are contradictory because we praise the Father but curse the image of the Father.  These praises and curse come from the same mouth.  James exhorts us by stating, “My brethren these things ought not to be so.”  James then uses illustrations to show the inconsistent use of the tongue by posing two rhetorical questions. 1.) Can a fountain from the same opening send forth both sweet and salt water? 2.) Can a fig tree yield olives or a vine figs?  The obvious answer is NO!!!  
If we are to live by faith in a manner that pleases God we must be consistent.  How does our faith act in regard to our speech and communication with one another?
LESSON SEVEN QUESTIONS JAMES 3:1-12

1. Look at James 3:1 and Hebrews 5:12.  Since the Bible is inspired and there is no contradiction in it how do we harmonize these passages? 3:1
2. In what way will those who teach receive a stricter judgment?  3:1

3. What does the ability of one “not to stumble” in word indicate? 3:2

4. How is the tongue like a horse’s bridle and a ship’s rudder? 3:3-4

5. In what way is the tongue like a fire? 3:5-6

6. How is the tongue different from all the animals? 3:7

7. What should make us think twice before speaking evil of men? 3:9

8. Is it proper for the same mouth to speak blessings and cursings? Why?  3:9-10

9. Why do you think James used these illustrations? 3:11-12
10. If we want to use our tongue to display that our faith is one working to please God what will we do?  List some positive ways we can use our tongue as Christians.
LESSON EIGHT

James 3:13-18
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 
COMMENTS

The last section of this chapter in verses 13-18 contrasts earthly wisdom with wisdom from above and it may appear to be unrelated to the first part but in context James is still making the close connection between the man who is a teacher in verse 1 with the man who is wise and understanding in verse 13.  After teaching of the misuse of the tongue which would be the action of a foolish teacher James now describes the proper and Christ like spirit for the teacher.  This would apply to all Christians since we have the responsibility to teach others. James insists that being faithful to Christ must be exhibited by works.
Sometimes the big talkers, the tongue wagers, are thought to be the “wise and understanding” among us, but James insists that real evidence of true wisdom is godly conduct.  The man who is truly respected for his inner qualities will have that respect because of his outer deeds that are witnessed by all who come in contact with him.  True wisdom is displayed in the way we live; it is not just something we can talk about.  If bitter jealousy and selfish ambition exist in your heart do not lie to yourself and say you are wise because this wisdom is not from above it is from the earth.  If your self interest has filled you with jealousy and strife, then you have caused confusion and all kinds of evil deeds.
The wisdom of God in a Christian will seek purity in life and will result in the display of fruit of the graces that should adorn the life of every Christian thereby making peace possible. 
LESSON EIGHT QUESTIONS JAMES 3:13-18

1. How do we determine who is really wise and understanding? 3:13

2. What are the fruits of earthly wisdom? 3:14-15
3. What are the effects of earthly wisdom? 3:15-16

4. What are the fruits of heavenly wisdom and define each? 3:17

5. What is the significance of the wisdom from above being first pure then peaceable? 3:17
6. What are the effects of heavenly wisdom? 3:17-18
LESSON NINE

James 4:1-12
4:1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously"? 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: 

"God resists the proud,

But gives grace to the humble."  

7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another? 
OUTLINE – JAMES CHAPTER 4

I. Worldliness and its cure – 4:1-10

II. Judging a brother – 4:11-12

III. Warning about disregarding the Lord’s will – 4:13-17

COMMENTS
James begins by asking the real source of their troubles and then instructs them that the source of their carnality is their lusts/desires.  James indicts them of being spiritual adulteresses in that they made friendship with the world. James warns them of the danger of being worldly minded and that their desire for pleasure had not only made them become enemies of God, but also enemies with one another.  These brethren had either stopped praying to God or when they did pray they did it with the wrong motives.  The instructions to the brethren from James were pretty strong. He tells them to humble themselves before God, resist the devil, and repent of all their worldliness.  James is trying to get them to see their continual fighting within the church comes from their unsatisfied fleshly desires and these results in fighting your brother instead of serving the Lord.
James had previously indicted them of cursing each other – 3:9 and now he exhorts them to abandon that evil practice – 4:11-12.  This is a continuation of the exhortation to quit their sinful practices which were causing division, but now he is more specific.  James makes it clear when we speak against our brother we speak against God law.  By doing this we put our self in the place of God.  Passages like JAMES 4:11-12 have often been misunderstood.  Many people try to say that all judging is forbidden.  The scriptures plainly teach that we have to make some judgments, but the kinds we must avoid are rash, harsh, unloving, and unrighteous judgments.
QUESTIONS LESSON NINE JAMES 4:1-12

1. What was the real source of the quarrels and conflict between the brethren? 4:1
2. What was their true motive for asking for their desires? 4:2-3

3. In what sense when a Christian becomes a friend of the world does it make him an adulteress? 4:4

4. Is it possible to be friends with the world and friends with God at the same time? 4:4

5. To whom does God give more grace? 4:5-6

6. What action should we take against the devil? 4:7

7. What actions does James urge his readers to take in order to receive the blessings of God? 4:7-10

8. Is it always wrong to make judgments? MATT. 7:1-6; JN. 7:24; ROM. 14:1-3
9. What kind of judgments should we avoid? 
LESSON TEN

James 4:13-17
13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that." 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin. 
COMMENTS

James now addresses a problem that some Christians were having. It seems some were guilty of taking life for granted. They were making big plans and yet they did not know what would be on the morrow. 

In this last section of chapter 4 James is not teaching that all planning is sinful.  The kind of planning that is sinful is that which does not take into account the uncertainty of life and our dependence upon God.  James here reminds us that our life is but a vapor, it is not guaranteed therefore we need to have the proper attitude toward life and our decisions regarding our life and acknowledge our dependence upon God by saying “if the Lord wills.”  We must remember that our lives are in his hands and so his will should always be taken into consideration.

It is OK to make plans but all plans should be made remembering that God is in control of our life and that we should not take life for granted.  To do so is to display an arrogant attitude.
James is urging the brethren to abandon their arrogant attitude.  He gives them a spiritual principle to apply to this situation as well as any situation they may face in life.  If you know what is good, then do it, because to neglect to do that which we know is good and right is sinful.

QUESTIONS LESSON TEN JAMES 4:13-17

1. Is it wrong to make plans? 4:13

2. How can life be compared to a vapor? 4:14
3. Our plans for the future should be built around what principle? 4:15

4. How will arrogance and humility be reflected by those making plans? 4:15-16

5. What definition of sin is given by James? How does this apply to the immediate context? 4:17

6. What obligation do we have in regard to “good”? 4:17
LESSON ELEVEN

James 5:1-12
5:1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! 2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days. 4 Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5 You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you. 

7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain. 8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! 10 My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience. 11 Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord--that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful. 12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But let your "Yes," be "Yes," and your "No," "No," lest you fall into judgment. 

OUTLINE – JAMES CHAPTER 5

I. Warning to those who are rich – 5:1-6

II. Be patient – 5:7-11

III. Swearing – 5:12

IV. Prayer 5:13-18

V. Restoring an erring brother – 5:19-20

COMMENTS
James begins this section of his epistle with a strong warning to those who were rich – 5:1-6. James tells them because of their covetous attitude toward their riches and obvious neglect of their laborers while they lived luxuriously they will receive judgment at the hands of God.
In view of the promised judgment against the oppressors James urges the brethren to be patient until the coming of the Lord even though they were suffering from some type of affliction. The point James is trying to get across to the brethren is that they need to endure.  He uses the examples of the prophets and Job to let them know they can be faithful even in the face of these trials which confront them. The suffering they are facing can be endured and so in spite of the suffering we face today we can also persevere. 
In order to understand verse 12 you might want to go back and read - MATT. 23:16-22. The Pharisees understood only certain oaths to be binding.  They thought they could swear by certain things and not be obligated to keep their word.  James is trying to get the brethren to understand they need to forget about this swearing business and just simply tell the truth at all times.  Let your “yes” be “yes” and your “no” be “no” - MATT. 5:33-37. They did not need to back up their word with an oath just be honest all the time.
QUESTIONS LESSON ELEVEN JAMES 5:1-12

1. Does James condemn the rich people just because they are rich? Explain your answer. 5:1-3
2. How did the rich deal with those who labored for them? 5:4
3. What type of lifestyle did the rich people enjoy? 5:5
4. What will happen to their riches? 
5. What example does James use to show the need for brethren to be patient? 5:7

6. Who does James use next as an example of suffering and patience? 5:10-11

7. What lesson does James want these brethren to learn from these examples? 5:8-9
8. What lesson does James want brethren to learn from his inspired comments about swearing? 5:12
LESSON TWELVE

James 5:13-20
13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. 

19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.
COMMENTS

As James closes his epistle in this last section – 5:13-20 – it appears that James pictures the Christian whose trials have taught him patience to such a degree that he now recognizes his complete dependence upon God.  The Christian will now view life in light of the spiritual values he seeks to exercise in his life as he walks by faith. 
James in verses 13-16 gives the brethren several statements of encouragement. 
1. Those brethren who are suffering are admonished to pray.  
2. If any one is cheerful or in goods spirits the thing they need to do in this situation is to sing psalms in praise to God.  
3. The sick (to be weak, feeble) are to call the elders. The Greek word for sick is astheneo and is used in the English text to refer to physically infirmity 17 times, but the same word refers to being weak spiritually 7 times.  In verse 15 the word “sick” has a different meaning because it is derived from a different Greek word – kamno – which means to grow weary or to be weary and it is only used two other times in the NT – HEB. 12:3; REV. 2:3.
4. Those brethren in sin should confess and pray for forgiveness so they can be spiritually healed.

5. The prayers of the righteous can accomplish much as we see in the example of Elijah.

6. Brethren who love the truth and are zealous for their spiritual growth and are concerned about the spiritual status of others will work to convert the erring. The incentive to act is because a soul can be saved from death.
QUESTIONS LESSON TWELVE JAMES 5:13-20

1. What should one do when he is suffering? 5:13
2. What should one do when he is cheerful? 5:13

3. What should one do when he is weak? 5:14

4. Who does the prayer of faith save? 5:15

5. What kind of prayer avails much? 5:16

6. What lesson does the story of Elijah teach about prayer? 5:17-18

7. What should one do when he sees a brother wandering from the truth? 5:19-20

8. How does this passage conflict with the doctrine of “once saved always saved”? 5:19-20
LESSON THIRTEEN – REVIEW

1. Can faith endure trials? Explain  1:2-4

2. Can faith recognize the value of trials? Explain  1:12; 5:7-11

3. Can faith overcome temptation? Explain  1:13-18
4. Is faith active or passive? Explain  1:19-25

5. Can faith be expressed in loving works? Explain  1:27; 5:19-20

6. Can faith working by love ever be guilty of: Partiality? – 2:1-13; Speaking evil of a brother? 4:11-12; Hoarding riches and refusing to share with others? – 5:1-6

7. Can faith help us control the tongue? Explain  3:13-18

8. What will faith draw us near to and turn us away from? 4:1-10

9. How does faith view the future? 4:13-18

10. Is prayer important to faith? Explain  1:5-8; 5:13-18
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