GOSPEL OF JOHN

INTRODUCTION


John, the apostle, the writer of the fourth Gospel, has been called “The Apostle of Love”.  This is an appropriate title for John because in both his Gospels and Epistles, he dwells extensively on the love of God.  He wrote 5 books of the New Testament, which account for 20% of its volume.  Scholars have conceded that John wrote I, II, & III John, along with the book of Revelation.  John is a character who is well known in our day, yet little of historical nature is revealed in the Bible about him.  

The Author


John was one of the sons of Zebedee, and a brother of James (Mt. 4:21-22; Mk. 1:19-20).  Zebedee, his father, was a fisherman of Galilee.  John himself was a partner with his brother and evidently with Andrew and Peter in this fishing business.  He was called to become a disciple of Jesus while he was mending his nets (Mt. 4:21-22).  It is probable that Salome was his mother, who likely was a sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus (Mt. 27:56; Mk. 15:40; Jn. 19:25).  His family was prosperous and influential as evidenced by hired servants (Mk. 1:16-20) and ownership of a house in Jerusalem (Jn. 19:27), as well as being acquainted with the High Priest (Jn. 18:15).  This information helps us to understand the fact that John was a man with many natural talents.


John was a man of great faith shown especially in his leaving all to follow Christ (Lk. 5:11).  He was a disciple of John the Baptist (Jn. 1:35) and one of the first six called (Jn. 1:37-51).  He is named in the list of apostles (Mt. 10:2) and is included in the innermost circle of the disciples.  John was present with Peter and James at the raising of the daughter of Jairus (Mk. 5:37; Lk. 8:51).  These three were also witnesses of the transfiguration (Mt. 17: Mk. 9; Lk. 9).  He refers to himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved (Jn. 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20).  He was closely associated with Peter in much of his work (Acts 3:1; 8:14; Gal. 2:9).


John was a man of boldness and sometimes rashness as his temperament was described by the Lord (Mk. 3:17).  His temperament is indicated in his readiness to rebuke the man casting out demons (Lk. 9:49) and his desire to call down fire from heaven upon the Samaritan villages that would not receive Jesus (Lk. 9:51-56).  We can also see that he was a man of energy and ambition.  His formal occupation as a fisherman shows he was not lazy.  This job demanded patience, skill, and the ability to face disappointments.  These traits develop noble character.  His ambition is seen in his anticipation and misunderstanding that nature of the kingdom.  He requested a place of prominence in that kingdom (Matt. 20:20-28).  


John was a man of many special experiences.  He was privileged to:

1) Hear the Master as He foretold the destruction of Jerusalem

(Mk. 13:3)

2) Go the the inner part of Gethsemane during Christ’s agony (Mk. 14:33)

3) Occupy a place of prominence and intimacy next to Jesus at the Last 

Supper (Jn. 13:23)

4) Be present at the trial of Jesus (Jn. 18:15)

5) Be at the cross when Jesus committed the care of His mother to John

(Jn. 19:26-27)

6) Be the first apostle at the empty tomb (Jn. 20:4-6)

7) Outlive the other apostles

The Date


While Scholars have been divided in their opinions as to the date when the Gospel was written, it seems to be believed by most of them to have been written in Ephesus after his return from Patmos.  This would place the date probably about 96-98 A.D.  It was apparently written in Gentile surroundings and for universal usage, as John goes to great lengths to explain the feasts and customs of the Jews to those unfamiliar with them (Jn. 2:13; 4:9; 19:31).

The Audience


Internal evidence indicates that John’s Gospel was not written for the benefit of the Jews specifically.  As has been suggested above, the author explains words and customs for which a Jew would have needed no explanation (Jn. 1:38, 41; 5:1-2; 7:2; 4:9).  The simplicity and the manner in which the story is told by John, and the lack of any display of learning, gives universal appeal to the Gospel of John.  John is frequently called the “Universal Gospel”.

The Purpose


John’s supreme purpose for this Gospel is to show that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God.  John states more clearly than any other Gospel writer the exact purpose for writing the Gospel in Chapter 20:30-31:  “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples which are not written in this book; but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name”.  John’s purpose was to generate a trust and obedience that would bring eternal life as the objective of faith.  The hope of eternal life as the objective of faith in Christ is set forth by the writer of this Gospel in the following passages:  John 3:15-17, 36; 4:36; 5:24, 28-29, 39-40; 6:54, 68; 10:38; 12:25; 17:2-3; 20:30-31.

The Gospel


The Book of John is unique among the Gospels.  There is no mention of the lineage, the birth, and the early years of Jesus.  A great amount of attention is focused on Jesus’ final instructions to the apostles.  Most of the events related in John are found nowhere else in the scriptures – the first miracle at Cana, the first cleansing of the temple, Nicodemus’ visit with the Lord, and the resurrection of Lazarus from the dead.  This fourth Gospel differs very greatly in its subject matter from the other three.  The latter are so much alike that they are called the “Synoptics”, that is, taking the same view.  


John is the only Gospel that is chronological throughout.  By counting the feasts of the Jews which Christ attended, all of which are mentioned in the Gospel, we can deduct that there were three years from the visit to Jerusalem mentioned in the second chapter to the one at which Jesus was crucified.  If we could only determine how long it was from his baptism until that first visit, we would know the exact duration of his ministry, but at this point, the chronology is not given.  Another remarkable fact about John’s Gospel is that all of the events that he records occurred in only about thirty days, although the time between the first and the last was more than three years.

INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS

1.  Who is the author of our study?

2.  How does he address himself?                              

What does this show about his character?

3.  Describe the background of the author. (Father, Mother, occupation, etc.)

4.  From a financial standpoint, what type of sacrifice did John make to follow         

     Christ?

5.  Was the author a religious man who concerned himself with the things of 

     God?

6.  Describe his personality/character.

7.  What was the author privileged to experience with the Messiah that some of 

     the other apostles did not experience?

8.  What was the date and place where John was written?

9.  To whom was the Gospel of John written?

10.  What is the purpose of the Gospel of John?

11.  How does John differ from the other Gospels?

12.  What is unique about the Gospel of John? (the thing contained only in  

       this book) 

MAJOR THEMES OF JOHN

  I.  The Prologue – Jn. 1:1-18 – Introduction of Thesis

 II.  The Claim that Jesus is the Son of God

      A.  John presents seven witnesses who give testimony to Jesus as the Son 

            of God.

1. John 1:34 (1:19-36)

2. John 1:49 (43-51)

3. John 6:69 (66-68)

4. John 11:27

5. John 20:28

6. John 20:31

7. John 10:36 (31-47)

      B.  John presents the seven great “I am” statements of Jesus

1. John 6:35 – I am the bread of life

2. John 8:12 – I am the light of the world 

3. John 8:58 – I am the door

4. John 10:11 – I am the good shepherd

5. John 11:25 – I am the resurrection and the life

6. John 14:6 – I am the way, the truth, and the life

7. John 15:1 – I am the true vine

III.  Miracles bear witness that He spoke the truth when He claimed to be deity

      A.  John’s primary purpose for writing – John 20:31-31

B. John presents only seven miracles, five of which are not recorded in any 

of the other Gospel accounts.

           1.  John 2:1-11 – Water to wine

2. John 4:46-54 – Healing of nobleman’s son

3. John 5:1-9 – Healing of afflicted man

4. John 6:1-14 – Feeding of five thousand

5. John 6:16-21 – Walking on water

6. John 9:1-12 – Healing of the blind man

7. John 11:1-46 – Raising of Lazarus

 IV. Parting words of comfort to the apostles at the Last Supper -Chapters 13-17

      A.  Jesus teaches a lesson of humility by washing the disciples’ feet  

           John 13:1-38

      B.  Jesus tells them He will send a comforter – John 14:1-31     

C. Bear fruit and glorify God – John 15:1-27

D. They will be guided by the spirit – John 16:1-33

E. Lord’s Prayer – John 17:1-26

 V. The trial, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus - Chapters 18-21

      A.  The arrest and trial of Jesus Christ – John 18:1-40

B. Pilate releases Jesus to be crucified – John 19:1-42

C. His resurrection, the empty tomb, and eyewitness accounts – John 20:

1-31

D. The epilogue – John 21:1-25

OUTLINE OF JOHN BY CHAPTERS

Chapter  1 – Prologue; John the Baptist points out Jesus; and his disciples 


           follow Jesus

Chapter   2 – Marriage at Cana; cleansing the temple

Chapter   3 – Nicodemus and the new birth

Chapter   4 – Woman at the well and living water

Chapter   5 – Healing of lame man at Bethesda; and Jesus’ deity

Chapter   6 – Feeding 5000; and the bread of life

Chapter   7 – Feast of tabernacles and living water

Chapter   8 – Sermon on light of the world; Abraham’s true seed

Chapter   9 – Healing of man born blind

Chapter 10 – The door of the sheep

Chapter 11 – Resurrection of Lazarus

Chapter 12 – Mary anoints Jesus; Triumphal entry

Chapter 13 – Jesus washes disciples’ feet

Chapter 14 – Many mansions; the true way

Chapter 15 – The true vine; true friends of Jesus

Chapter 16 – The work of the Holy Spirit

Chapter 17 – The high priestly prayer

Chapter 18 – The betrayal, arrest, and trials

Chapter 19 – The crucifixion

Chapter 20 – The resurrection

Chapter 21 – Disciples go fishing and see Jesus; Peter strengthened; Epilogue                         

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 1:1-18

  1.  Who is the Word?

2. What is the purpose of words in our language today?

3. What relationship does the Word have to God?

4. When was the Word in relationship to time?

5. From where does life come?

6. Who is the light that illuminates the darkness?

7. Which John is meant in verse 6?

8. Who sent John and for what purpose?

9. Why should it be emphasized that John the Baptist was not the light?

10.  How did the world respond to the light?

11.  How did the Jews respond to Jesus?

12.   Who can become the children of God?

13.   Explain how the appearance of Jesus divided people into two groups.

14.  What is meant by “The Word became flesh”?

15.  How is it that John said “for He was before me” when he was older than      

       Jesus?

16.  Who gave the Law?

17.  In what sense did grace and truth come by Jesus Christ?

18.  Has any man seen God?          Then how do we know He exists?

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 1:19-51

1. What was the primary purpose of John the Baptist’s ministry?

2. What group of people became inquisitive about John the Baptist? (vs. 19)

3. What three questions did they ask and what was his reply to each of them? (vs. 19-21)

4. Who did John say he was? (vs. 23)

5. Why did John baptize? (vs. 25)

6. Why did John not take this opportunity to lay his claim to being the Messiah? (vs. 27-28)

7. The next day when John saw Jesus what did he proclaim? (vs. 29-31)

8. How did John recognize the Messiah? (vs. 32-34)

9. On the next day when john again affirmed Jesus to be the Lamb of God who was with him? (vs.35-36)

10.  What was the reaction of his apostles? (vs. 37-39)

11. Why did they abide with Him that day? (vs. 39)

12. What did they do after spending time with Jesus? (vs.40-42)

13. Why did Phillip so readily follow Jesus? (vs. 43-45)What was Nathanael’s question to Phillip?  What was his reply? (vs. 45-46)

14. Had Jesus previously met Nathanael?  How did He know him? (vs.47-48)

15. Did this evidence convince Nathanael?  Can this same evidence convince men today? (vs. 49-51) 

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 2:1-25

1. What is the significance of Jesus being invited to the wedding? (vs. 1-2)  note Luke 2:52

2. Who accompanied Jesus? (vs. 1-2)

3. Why was Mary concerned about running out of wine? (vs.3-4)

4. Why did she take the problem to Jesus?   What was His reaction? (vs.4-5) 

5. What instructions did Mary give the servants? (vs.6-8)

6. What instructions did Jesus give the servants? (6-8)

7. Could this first miracle of Jesus have been staged? (vs. 6-9)

8. Looking at this miracle, who could provide evidence and best witness to the fact that Jesus turned water into wine? (vs.7-10)

9. What was the purpose of this first miracle that Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee? (vs. 11)

10.  Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem? (vs.12-13)

11.  What did Jesus find in the temple? (vs. 14)

12.  How did Jesus react? (vs. 15-17)

13.  When the Jews asked Jesus for a sign how did He reply? (vs. 18-21)

14.  Did they believe His answer? (vs. 18-21)

15.  When did His answer gain significance to His disciples? (vs. 22)

16.  Why did many “believe in His name”? (vs. 23-25)

17.  Why did Jesus not commit Himself to them? (vs. 23-25)

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 3:1-15

1)    Who was Nicodemus?  (vs 1)  Why did he come by night?  (vs 2)

2)    What had convinced Nicodemus that Jesus was a teacher come from         

             God?  (vs 2)

3) What is necessary in order for one to “see” or “enter into “ the kingdom of God?  (vs 3)  What is the kingdom of God?

4) How did Nicodemus react to the statement of Christ in verse 3?  (vs 4)

5) What is suggested as to the nature of the kingdom of God?  (vs 5)
6) What are the two elements are necessary in order to be born into the kingdom of God?  (vs 5)

7) Did Jesus in anyway have reference to physical birth in this process?  (vs 6)

8) Can we see the wind?  Can we see the effects of the wind?  Can one see the new birth?  Can one see the effects of the new birth?  (vs 7-8)

9) Why did Jesus seem surprised that Nicodemus did not understand?  (vs 9)  Should Nicodemus have understood the subject of regeneration?  (vs10)

10) Who is the “we” of verse 11?

11) What are the “earthly things” that Nicodemus could not believe?  (vs 12)

12) What is the comparison between the brazen serpent and the “lifting up of the Son of man”?  (vs 14-15)   
QUESTION – CHAPTER 3:16-36

1) How much did God love the world?  What is the nature of his love?  (vs 16)

2) What did God want to do for the world?  (vs 17)  What was the primary purpose for Jesus coming into the world?

3) How does the unbeliever bring about his own condemnation?  (vs 18)

4) Into what two categories does Jesus place all mankind?  (vs 18-21)

5) What choice does the man who loves darkness make?  (vs 19-21)

6) Why does the doer of truth come to the light?  (vs 21)

7) Where did Jesus go with his disciples to baptize?  Why?  (vs 22-23)

8) How is Matthew 4:11-12 and John 3:24 reconciled?

9) Who came to John and about what problem?  (vs 25-26)

10)  How did John view his relationship to Christ and how did it give him joy?  (vs 27-29) 

11)  What does verse 30 say about the character of John the Baptist?

12)  What great difference between Jesus and himself does John the Baptist point out to his disputing disciples?  (vs 31)

13)  What has Jesus seen and heard that he bears witness to?  (vs 32)

14)  How does a person “set his seal” that God is true?  (vs 33)

15)  Who received the Spirit without measure?  (vs 34)

16)  What is the significance of the word obey in verse 36? 

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 4:1- 54

1)  Was Jesus successful in the early part of his ministry?  (vs 1-2)

2)  Why did Jesus leave Judea at this time and return to Galilee?  (vs 1-3)

3)  On his journey what region did he pass through?  (vs 3-5)

4)  How does verse 6 reveal the humanity of Jesus?

5)  What was unusual about the fact that Jesus started a conversation with a Samaritan woman?  (vs 7-9)  What was her reaction?

6)  How did Jesus use this opportunity, with the woman at the well?  (vs10-19)

7) How did Jesus answer her question about where men ought to worship?  (vs 20-24)

8) What did the disciples think about Jesus speaking with this woman?  (vs 27)

9) Why did Jesus declare himself to her?  What was her reaction?  (vs 25-31)

10)    What was Jesus trying to teach his disciples in verses 32-36?

11)    How did those in the city of Sychar respond to the testimony of the 

         Samaritan women?  (vs 39-42)

12)    When Jesus left Samaria and entered Galilee, how was he received  

         by the people?  Why?  (vs 43-45)

13)    What was the 2nd miracle that Jesus performed when he had come out

   of Judea into Galilee?  (vs 46-54)

14)   What did this miracle produce?  (vs 53; JN. 20:30-31)

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 5:1-47

1)  Who was gathered at the pool called Bethesda?  (vs 1-4)  Why?

2)  What question did Jesus ask this man who had the infirmity?  (vs 5-7)

       How did he respond?

3)  What did Jesus tell him to do?  (vs 8-9)  What did he later tell him in the

Temple?

4) What day of the week was this and why was this so significant to the Jews?  (vs 9-16)

5) How did the Jews respond toward Jesus because of this miracle?  (vs 15-18)

6) Where did Jesus say he got his power and authority to perform these miracles?  (vs 19-23)

7) From verse 24, who will obtain eternal life?  What is implied form this verse?

8) Can our status with God be changed at the judgment?  ( vs 25-29)

9) What was given as evidence to show that Jesus was the Son of God?  (vs 30-38)

10)  Why did they not have the love of the Father and his word abiding in

       them?  (vs 38-43)

11)  In whom did the Jews put their trust?  (vs 46)

12)   Who did Moses speak of thru prophecy?

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 6:1-35

1) Why did the multitude follow Jesus?  (vs 1-2)

2)  What question did Jesus ask Philip?  How did this test him?  (vs 3-7)

3) What resources did they have available for a food supply?  (vs 8-9)

4) What was the number of men gathered in this place?  Why did Jesus have the people sit down?  (vs 10-11)

5) What was the reaction of the men when they witnessed this miracle?  Did Jesus provide enough food for this multitude?  What is the spiritual application for us today?  (vs 12-15) 

6) When evening was come what did his disciples do?  Was Jesus with them when they departed to Capernaum?  (vs16-21)

7) What happened as they began their voyage across the Sea of Galilee?  Who came to them and how?  (vs18-21)

8) What was their initial reaction to this situation?  What did Jesus say to them?  What is the spiritual application for us today?  (vs 19-21)

9) When the multitude found Jesus on the other side of the Sea of Galilee, what did they ask him?  (vs 22-25)  How did Jesus reply to them?  (vs 26-29)

10)   From verse 29, what is the work of God?

11)   Explain the comparison between Moses and Christ.  How were these people misapplying this comparison?  (vs 30-35)

12)   Who is the bread of Life?  How do we partake of this bread?  (vs 35)

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 6:36-71

1) What did they think about the sign Jesus had just performed in the previous verses for them?

2) How does God give men to Jesus?  (vs 37)

3) Does verse 37-39 teach “eternal security” or “once saved never lost”?  Explain –

4) Why did the Jews murmur at His claim of being the bread of life?  ( vs 41-43)  What was the implication of their statement?

5) How does one learn of God?  What is the drawing power of God?  (vs 44-45)

6) In what way is eating the living bread different from eating manna?  (vs 48-51) 

7) Why did Jesus speak so emphatically of eating His flesh and drinking His Blood?  (vs 52-58)

8) Is there any evidence that Jesus is speaking of the Lord’s Supper in this passage?  (vs 52-58)

9) Give some scriptural reasons why “transubstantiation” is a false doctrine?  (vs 52-58) 

10)  How did his disciples react to this teaching?  (vs 60-61)

11)  How did Jesus describe the words He spoke?  (vs 63)

12)  Why did Jesus question the twelve?  (vs 67)

13)  What is the significance of Peters answer?  (vs 68-70)

14)  Why does Jesus mention the betrayer?  (vs 70-71)

QUESTION – CHAPTER 7:1-53

1)  Why had Jesus stayed in Galilee?  ( vs 1)

2)  What is the Feast of the Tabernacles?  Describe (vs 2)

3)  Why did his brethren urge him to go to Jerusalem and to perform   miracles, yet they did not believe in him?  (vs 3-5)

4)  What does the phase spoken by Jesus “my time is not yet come” mean?  

(vs 6-9)

5)  Why did Jesus go to the Feast in secret?  (vs 10)

6)  What is the significance of the different opinions concerning Him?  (vs 11-13)

7)  Why were the Jews amazed at the teachings of Jesus?  (vs 14-17)

8)  How did Jesus prove he had not broken the Sabbath?  (vs 18-23)

9)  What did Jesus say about “ judging and righteous judgment”?  (vs 24)

10)   Why was Jesus not arrested at this time?  (vs 25-30)

11)   What was the reaction of the multitude of people?  (vs 31-36)

12)   What statement by Jesus caused them to become divided?  (vs 37-43)

13)   Why did the officers not arrest Jesus and allowed him to go free?  (vs 

        44-49)

14)   What point did Nicodemus make with the Pharisees?  ( vs 50-53)

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 8:1-30

1) When every man went to his own house in chapter 7:53 where did Jesus go and why?  (vs 1)

2) Where did Jesus go to teach and were any willing to listen to Him?  (vs 2)

3) As He was teaching what took place?  What was the plan of the scribes and Pharisees?  Why did they bring only the woman?  (vs 3-5)

4) Why did they tempt Him? (vs 6)  What was the purpose of Jesus writing with his finger and saying nothing?

5) When they pressed Jesus to answer the question, what statement did He make?  (vs 7)  Why did he stoop down and write again?  (vs 8)

6) How did those gathered react to the statement of Jesus?  (vs 9)  Why?

7) What questions did Jesus ask the woman and what was her reply?  (vs 10-11

8) Jesus did not condemn her from what standpoint?  (vs 11)

9) What claims did Jesus make and how did the Pharisees react?  (vs 12-14)

10)   Does Jesus contradict himself on the matter of judgment?  (vs15-16)

11)   What did the law of Moses say about the truth of a witness and who 

       were the witnesses that bare testimony of Jesus?  (vs 21-24)

12)   What shall be the end of one who believes not in Jesus?  (vs 25-28) 

13)   Where did Jesus get the teaching that he gave to the people?  (vs 25ff)

14)   How did these Jews “believe” in Jesus?  (vs 30)

QUESTIONS 8:31-59

1) How do we prove that we are a disciple of Christ?  (vs 31)

2) What must we know in order to be set free?  (vs 32)  What are we in bondage to?  (vs 33)  What was the reply of the Jews?

3) How can a servant of sin be made free? (vs 34-36)

4) Was Abraham their fleshly father?  (vs 37-40)  Did they have the attitude of Abraham?

5) Does physical lineage make one a son of God?  (vs 37-40)

6) What did Jesus say they would do if God were their Father?  (vs 41-42)

7) Why did the Jews not understand Jesus teaching?  (vs 43)

8) What do we learn of the nature of the devil in this section?  (vs 44)

9) What is significant about verse 45?

10)   Could the Jews accuse and convict Jesus of sin?  (vs 46)

11)   What are the connotations of Jesus being called “a Samaritan” and how

       did Jesus answer their charge that he was demon possessed?  (vs 48-

 52)

12)    Although Jesus never sought the glory of men, wherein did he obtain

   honor and glory?  (vs 53-55)

13)   What two things did Jesus claim when he said, “before Abraham was I

  am?”  (vs  56-59)

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 9:1-41

1) What did the disciples of Jesus ask concerning the man who was born blind?  Why?  (vs 1-3)

2) What statement and claim does Jesus make before healing the man who was blind form birth?  (vs 4-5)

3) How did the man who was born blind receive his sight?  (vs 6-7)

4) What was the dispute immediately after this miracle was performed?  (vs 8-9)  How was this dispute settled?  (10-11)

5) When the man born blind was brought to the Pharisees how did they react?  (vs 13-16)

6) What was the testimony of this man who was born blind?  (vs 17)

7) Did the Jews believe his testimony?  (vs 18-20)  How did they confirm his story?

8) Did the parents of the blind man want to get involved?  (vs21-23)  Why?

9) Why did the Jews refer to Jesus as a sinner?  (vs 24,14)  How did the man on whom this miracle had been wrought, reply to their charge?

10)   As they continued to question the man who was healed were 

  they sincerely in search of the truth?  ( vs 25-27)

11)   How did the man who was healed come to the conclusion that

 Jesus was from God?  (vs 31-34)

12)   When Jesus asked this man if he believed on the Son of God,

what was his reply?  (vs 35-36)  When Jesus declared himself to  this man, what was his reaction?  (vs 37-38)

13)   Does Jesus have reference to literal sight and blindness in 

  verses 39-41?  What point is he trying to get across to the 

  Pharisees? 

CHAPTER 10:1-42

1)  Who are the thieves and robbers of verse 1?

2)  Give characteristics of a good shepherd.  How do sheep react to

 Strangers? (vs 2-5)

3)  What is significant about the statement “ I am the door of the sheep”?  (vs7)

4)  Contrast the role of the thief and that of Christ?  (vs 8-10)

5)  Who is the good shepherd?  What is the difference in a hireling and the good shepherd?  (vs 11-15)

6)  Who are the other sheep not of this fold?  (vs 16)

7)  Christ willingness to lay down His life exemplifies what to us?  Could anyone

 
 take it from Him?

8)  How did the Jews react to His teachings and at what conclusions did they

 
 arrive?  (vs 19-21)

9)  When was the “Feast of Dedication”?  (vs 22)  And how did it come into being?

10)   Where was Jesus when He met His adversaries?  (vs 23-25)  Who encircled

or cornered Jesus and why?  How did the scribes and Pharisees want Jesus   to answer their question?  How did Jesus reply?

11)   Will the true sheep follow the good shepherd?  What does the good shepherd 

give to the sheep that He knows and who will hear His voice and follow Him?  (vs 25-27)

12)   Can anyone steal the sheep from the good shepherd as long as they continue

to hear His voice and follow Him?  (vs 29)  What if the sheep do not hear His voice and follow Him, do they still have this assurance?

13)   Jesus had inferred His equality with the Father in the matter of the security of

the believer, but just in case the Jews did not understand He states it plainly in verse 30.  How did the Jews react to this statement?  What question does Jesus ask?  (vs 30-33) How do the Jews reply?  

14)    Why did Jesus say He was making this claim of equality with God and they

   should believe Him?  (vs 34-38)

15)    What comparison was made between John and Jesus?  (vs 39-42)

QUESTIONS CHAPTER 11:1-57

1) What type of relationship did Jesus have with Lazarus and his sisters?  (vs 1-6)

2) Why did Jesus delay His coming when he knew that Lazarus was sick?  (vs 1-6)

3) What was the reaction of the disciples about going into Judea again?  (vs 7-10)  What was the response of Jesus?

4) How did Jesus describe the death of Lazarus to his disciples?  (vs 11-14)

5) Why the mention of the fact that Lazarus had been dead for four days?  (vs 17)

6) How may the many people at Martha’s house be explained?  (vs 18-19)

7) What did Martha say when Jesus arrived?  (vs 20-22)

8) How did Jesus respond to Martha?  (vs 23-27)  What did Martha confess?

9) Why did Jesus call Mary out to meet Him?   (vs 28-31)

10)  What did Mary say when she came to Jesus?  (vs 32)

11)  Why was Jesus troubled in His spirit?  What is the significance of His

  tears?  (vs 33-36)  What did the Jews question?  (vs 37)

12)  Where did Jesus go?  (vs 38)  What instructions did He give?  (vs39)

  Why did Martha object?

13)  What does the prayer of Jesus teach concerning His relationship to the

Father?  (vs 41-43)  Why did He pray at this time?  Why did He cry with a loud voice?

14)  What caused the concern among the scribes and Pharisees for them to 

call a meeting of the council?  What did they purpose to do?  What         commandment did they give?  (vs 47-57)

CHAPTER 12:1-50

1.  When did Jesus arrive in Bethany?  What took place upon His arrival? (vs.1-2)

2. What is nard ?  How expensive was this jar of nard? (vs. 3)

3. What is the significance of the fact Mary anointed both His head and feet?  What is the significance of Mary wiping the feet of Jesus with her hair? (vs.3)

4. What question did Judas raise? (vs. 9-11)

5. How did Jesus reply to Judas? (vs.7-8)

6. What two motives brought many Jews to the scene? (vs. 9-11)

7. When and how did Jesus enter Jerusalem? (vs.12-19)

8. Why did the Greeks seek Jesus? (vs. 20-26)

9. Why did the prospect of the cross trouble Jesus? (vs.27-30)

10.  What will happen if Jesus be lifted up?  What did Jesus mean by 

       being “lifted up”? (vs. 31-36)

11.  Why did the chief rulers who believed refuse to confess Jesus as 


  the Christ? (vs. 37-43)

12.  What will happen to those who reject Christ and will not receive 


  His word? (vs. 44-50)

CHAPTER 13: 1- 38

1) What hour was come and who did he love unto the end?  (vs1)

2) How did the Devil put into the heart of Judas to betray Him?  (vs 2)  Was Judas a free moral agent?

3) What did Jesus do to show His love for the disciples?   Why?   (vs 3-5)  Who refused this act of kindness initially?  Why?  (vs 6-9)

4)  Why did Jesus inform them that there was one who was unclean among them?  (vs 10-11)

5) What did Jesus teach them by this example?  (vs12-16)

6) Who fulfilled the scripture by lifting up his heel against Jesus?  (vs 17-20)  Why did Jesus point out this prophecy to his disciples?

7) Why was Jesus troubled in His spirit?  (vs 21-22)  Why was it important for Jesus to reveal to His disciples that He knew who would betray Him?

8) Who was the disciple whom Jesus loved?  (vs 23-26)  When John asked the question posed in verse 25 did everyone gathered at the table hear His reply?

9) When Jesus told Judas, “What thou doest, do quickly” did anyone at the table understand the true meaning of what Jesus had instructed him to do?  (vs26-29)

10)   Why did Jesus say “now” is the Son of Man glorified?  (vs31-32)

11)  Why does Jesus give His new commandment?  (vs 34-35)  What is 

new about this commandment?  What are the results of keeping this     new commandment?

12)  Did Peter fear physically giving up his life for Jesus?  (vs36-38)

QUESTIONS - CHAPTER 14: 1-31
1) How does Jesus try to comfort the disciples when He affirms their faith in God?       (vs1-2)  What and where are the “mansions”?

2) Which coming again is referred to in verse 3?  If Jesus is going to prepare a 

 place, what does that suggest about those who will inhabit that place?

3) Why did Thomas not know the way?  (vs 5-6)  Discuss the significance of the

      statement made by Jesus in verse 6.

4) When Philip asked for a physical manifestation of the Father, what was the

      reaction of Jesus?  (vs 7-11)  How do we see the Father today?

5) What are the greater works promised by Jesus?  (vs12)

6) What does “in my name “ in verses 13-14 have reference to?

7) Why were the instructions from verse 15 so important for the disciples to follow?

8) Why did the disciples need another comforter?  Who was this comforter?  (vs 16-17)  Why can the world not receive the Spirit of truth?

9) What does Jesus prophesy in verses 19 -20?  Why? (vs29)

10)   What are the consequences of loving Christ and keeping His commandments?  (vs 21-24)  What are the consequences for those who reject His words? (JN.12:48)

11)   What was the purpose of the Holy Spirit coming to the apostles?  (vs 26-28) 

        What promise does Jesus give them? 

12)   Why does the prince of this world “have nothing in Jesus”?  (vs 29-30)

        Since Jesus had no sin, why did He lay down His life upon the cross?

CHAPTER 15:1-27

1. Who is the vine?  Who is the husbandman?  What is the job of the 

husbandman? (vs 1-2 )

2. What is the purpose of the branch?  How is that purpose fulfilled? (vs. 3-4)

3. What are the conditions for a branch bringing forth much fruit?  Why is a branch

cast forth? (vs. 5-6)

4. What condition is placed upon us asking what we will and receiving it?  How do 

we affirm our discipleship?  (vs.7-8)

5. How do we continue in Christ love?  What is the joy of Christ?  How may we

 find this joy? (vs. 9-11)

6. Why did Christ command His disciples to love one another, and what 

qualification did He put on this commandment?  What is the greatest expression of love? (vs. 12-13)

7. What stipulation is put on us in order to be friends with Christ?  What are the

differences between a servant and a friend? (vs. 14-15) 

8.  When Christ chose His disciples, was it something that was done against His

will?  Can we bear abiding fruit today? (vs. 16)

      9.  Why does “the world” hate Christ and His disciples? (vs. 18-19)

10.  What lesson does Jesus teach about the servant and the master?  Did Jesus 

      warn His disciples about persecution?  Why? (vs.21)

11.   How did Jesus speaking to the people bring sin?  The Jews claimed to love

  God, but they rejected Christ.  Was their claim true? (vs.22-23)

      12.  Why did the Jews hate Jesus without a cause? (vs 24-25)  In what ways 

             would the Holy spirit bear witness of Jesus?

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 16:1-33

1) In verse 1 what had Jesus spoken unto His disciples about?  Why?

2) What kind of persecution could His disciples expect?  Why would some think they were offering service to God by killing followers of Christ?  (vs 2-3)

3) Why would these terrible things be done to Jesus’ disciples?  Why did He not speak to them before this of the terrible persecutions they would have to endure?  (vs 3-5)

4) Why was sorrow upon the hearts of the disciples?  (vs 6)  Why was his going away to be advantageous to them?  (vs7)

5) How does the Holy Spirit convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment?  (vs 8-11)

6) Why did Jesus not tell the disciples all things now?  What would the Holy Spirit do for them?  From what source would these things be supplied to the Holy Spirit?  (vs 12-15)

7) From the context of verses 16-19, explain what the phrase “ a little while” means and how it is used?

8) How would there sorrow be turned into joy?  (vs 20-22)

9) Why is it important to ask the Father in Jesus name?  (vs 23)  Was this something new for the disciples?  (vs 24)

10) Why did Jesus speak to His disciples in veiled sayings (proverbs)?  When and how were these veiled sayings made plain?  (vs 25-29)

11) Why did Jesus question their belief?  (vs 30-31)

12) Why would His disciples soon scatter and leave Jesus alone?  (vs 32)  Was Jesus ever really alone? 

QUESTIONS - CHAPTER 17:1-26

1)       What does Jesus mean when he says, “the hour is come?”  (vs 1)

1) How was the Father to glorify Jesus and how was He to glorify the Father?  (vs 1)

2) How does the Father give people to the son?  Does verse 2 teach “predestination - divine election?”

3) What glory did Jesus know before the world was created with the Father?  (vs 4-5)

4) How did God give the disciples to Jesus?  (vs 6-8)

5) Why does Jesus say He is not praying for the world?  (vs 9-11)  What “oneness” does He pray may belong to the eleven disciples?

6) Why did the “son of perdition” fall?  (vs 12)

7) Why did Jesus pray that the disciples be not taken from the world?  How could they remain in the world and not be of the world?  (vs 13-16)

8) What is sanctification?  Who is to be sanctified?  How may one be sanctified?  (vs 17-19)

9) Who is now included in Jesus prayer?  Which religious bodies may qualify as the “believers” for whom Jesus prayed?  (vs 20-21)

10) What is the glory, which Christ gives to believers?  (vs 22-24)

11) Why did the world not know God?  How had Jesus declared God’s name to the apostles?  (vs 25-26)  

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 18:1-40

1) Where did Jesus go?  Who went with Him?  What was His purpose for going there?  (vs 1)

2) Who was to betray Jesus?  How did he know where to find Jesus?  (vs 2)

3) Why did Judas and the band of men come to find Jesus with lanterns and torches?  Would it have been possible for Jesus to know they were coming and escape?  Why did Jesus not take advantage of this opportunity?  (vs 3)

4) What question did Jesus pose to the band?  Did Jesus try to hide His identity?  According to other accounts how did Judas identify Jesus?  (vs 4-8)

5) After Jesus identified himself what group did He seek to protect?  (vs 8) From verse 9 whose saying did this fulfill?

6) Why was Peter so willing to fight to defend Christ at this point, yet hours later he would deny he knew Him?   What instructions did Jesus give Peter concerning his sword?  What important lesson was Jesus trying to teach all that were present as He was arrested?  (vs 10-11)

7) Who took Jesus and was responsible for His arrest?  Who was Jesus taken to first and why?  When had Caiaphas given counsel to the Jews and what was his advice?  (vs 12-19)

8) How many disciples followed Jesus after His arrest?  Who were they?  (vs 15-16)  Who confronted Peter and brought about his first denial?  (vs 17)  Second denial?  (vs 25)  Third denial?  (vs 26-27)

9) What was Jesus reply concerning His disciples and His doctrine?  What was the high Priest trying to do by asking this question?  (vs 19-21)

10) After the officer struck Jesus, what was his reply?  Could they answer honestly?  To who was Jesus sent next?  (vs 22-24)

11) Did Jesus receive a fair trail?  What was illegal about it?  Duet. 16:18-19, 17:5-7

12) Since the Jews had found Jesus guilty were they now willing to execute His sentence?  Why?  Where did the Jews take Jesus?  What charges were brought against Jesus?  (vs 28-30)

13) Why would the Jews not enter the Judgment Hall?  Is there anything you find ironic about their moral dilemma and their actions they are taking against Jesus?  (vs 28)

14) Who was the Roman authority that would preside over Jesus trial?  What question does Pilate ask?  Did they answer his question?  What was their reply?  (vs 29-32)

15) What four questions did Pilate ask Jesus and what were His replies?  (vs 35-38)

16) To what custom did Pilate appeal?  What was the reaction of the Jews?  (vs 39-40)
QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 19:1-42

1) Why did Pilate scourge Jesus?  What conclusion had Pilate reached

concerning Jesus?  (vs 1-5)  What phrase does he repeat continually in regard to Jesus?

2) Why does Pilate say, “ Take Him yourself and crucify Him?  (vs 6)

3) Why did Jesus not answer Pilate’s question in verse 9?

4) Did Pilate have the authority of the Roman government to crucify or release Christ?  Whom did Jesus say gave him this authority?  (vs 10-11)

5) Did Pilate want to release Jesus?  Why did he choose to not release Jesus?  (vs 12-13)

6) What day was the preparation of the Passover?  (vs 14)  Matt.27: 62, Mk. 15:42, Jn. 19:31   Is there a discrepancy in time between the accounts in Jn. 19:14 and Mk. 15:25?

7) What question does Pilate ask the Jews?  How did they reply? (vs 15)

8) What was the significance of Jesus bearing His cross?  What was His destination?  (vs 17)

9)  Was Jesus crucified alone?  What had Pilate written to be put on the cross?  Did many people see what Pilate wrote?  (vs 18-20)

10) Did the chief priest of the Jews agree with what was written?  Would Pilate change his decree?  (vs 21-22)

11) What did the soldiers do with Jesus garments?  With his coat?  (vs 23-24)

12) Who was gathered at the cross?  What did Jesus say to his mother?  Who was the disciple to whom Jesus spoke, and what responsibility did He delegate to him?  (vs 25-27)

13) Why did the Jews not want the bodies to remain on the cross?  What did they beseech Pilate to do?  Why?  (vs 31)

14) The soldiers who came to the cross did not have to break the legs of Jesus, Why?  What did one of the soldiers do instead?  (vs 32-34)  What two scriptures were fulfilled by the soldier’s actions?  (vs 35-37)

15) Who was Joseph of Arimathea?  Why had his discipleship been a secret up unto this point?  What does he ask of Pilate?  What caused Pilate to marvel?  (vs 38)  Mk. 15:43-45, Lk. 23:50-51, Matt. 27:57

16) Who helped Joseph?  How did they prepare the body of Jesus for burial?  Where was Jesus buried?  (vs 39-40)

17) Whose tomb was this?  Matt. 27:59-60  Did anyone witness the actual burial of Jesus?  Mk. 15:45-47

18) Had this tomb ever been used before?  On what day was Jesus buried? 

(vs 41-42)

QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 20:1-31

1) What attitude did Mary Magdalene have about serving the Lord?  What was the purpose for which she was going to the sepulcher?  MK.16: 1-2, LK. 23:55-56, 24:1 When Mary Magdalene arrived at the tomb, what did she discover?  (vs 1)

2) What is the significance of the empty tomb?  MATT. 27:62-66 To whom did Mary Magdalene deliver the news of her startling discovery?  What did she conclude had happened?  (vs2)

3) What was the reaction of the disciples to whom Mary gave this news?  LK. 24:9-12 What disciple arrived at the sepulcher first and what did he see?  Who went into the sepulcher first and what did he see?  (vs 3-4)

4) What conclusions could be reached since the linen clothes were in the tomb?  Why did they need to see all this evidence?  (vs7-9)

5) Where was Mary when the two angels appeared?  What did they ask her?  (vs11-13)

6) What question does Jesus ask Mary?  How does she address Jesus when she recognized Him and why do you suppose she did not recognize Jesus immediately?  (vs 14-16)

7) What did Jesus tell Mary to do?  Did Mary obey the instructions of Jesus?  (vs 17-18)

8) At the evening of the first day of the week to whom does Jesus appear?  (vs 19)  How does He identify Himself?  (vs 20)  What instructions does He give them?  (vs21-23)

9) Why does Thomas not believe?  (vs24-25)  Was Thomas present when the Lord appeared to His disciples again?  (vs26)  What instructions did He give to Thomas?  (vs 27)  What was the reaction of Thomas?  (vs 28)  Why did Thomas believe?  (vs 29)

10)   What are the “other” signs of verse 30?  May belief in Jesus deity be attained in

        anyway except through the gospel record?

11)   Why is the gospel record of the life of Jesus being brief to our advantage?  What is the

  two fold purpose of John’s writing?  (vs 30-31)

12)   What is the most significant event in the book of John that should cause us to believe
  that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God?  (vs 11-17
QUESTIONS – CHAPTER 21: 1-25 – THE EPILOGUE
1) Where does Jesus next appear to his disciples?  Why were they there and what

 
were they doing?  (vs 1-3)  MATT. 28:7-10, MK. 16:7

2) Did the disciples recognize Jesus at first?  What question does He ask and what

instructions does He give his disciples?  (vs 4-6)

3) Did the disciples follow His instructions?  What were the results?  What lesson could

the disciples learn from the miracle?  (vs 7-8)

4) Which disciple recognizes it is Jesus who is standing on the shore?  What is Simon

Peter’s reaction to hearing it was the Lord?  (vs 7)

5) What had Jesus prepared on shore?  What is the significance of Jesus eating with His

disciples?  How many fish had they caught?  (vs 9-13)

6) How many times has Jesus now appeared to His disciples since His resurrection?

Why is this fact important?  (vs 14)

7) What question does Jesus ask Peter?  Who are the “these” in this context?  What was

Peter’s reply to the Lord’s question?  What instructions does Jesus give Peter?  (vs 15)

8) What were the second and third questions that Jesus asked Peter and what were his replies to these questions?  What instructions did Jesus give Peter each time?  (vs 15-17)

9) What was the purpose of these questions being asked?  What does Jesus reveal next to Peter?  (vs 18-19)

10)   What does this revelation cause the curious Peter to ask?  How did Jesus reply?

  What was rumored among brethren?  (vs 20-23)

11)
  What declaration does John make about those things, which he wrote?   (vs 24)

12)
  Did John ever claim to have written a biography of the life of Jesus? Why?  (vs 25)
