JUDE

LESSON ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

Jude wrote toward the end of an era of inspiration. The epistle of Jude like 2 Peter, deals primarily with false teachers who had crept in among the church and were a great threat to the unity enjoyed in many assemblies – JUDE 4-16; 2 PET. 2:1-3, 3:1-9. The scriptures are full of warnings against false teachers – MATT. 7:15; ACTS 20:29-30; 1 TIM. 4:1-3; 2 TIM. 3:1-9; 2 TIM. 4:3-4.
Jude when addressing his brethren spoke with tender affection but when he spoke about false teachers and their doctrines he used strong straight forward language so as not to be misunderstood as to where he stood in regard to defending the faith that had been delivered once for all by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

Following his treatise is a benediction which is one of the most beautiful and appropriate to be found anywhere in literature. Origen wrote in his commentary

on Matthew. “Jude wrote an epistle consisting of few lines, indeed, but filled with the vigorous words of heavenly grace.”
If the danger of apostasy was already present in the 1st century A.D., we should not be surprised that the danger exists in the 21st century. We would do well to pay close heed to those epistles written to instruct us how to deal with apostasy, and that makes the epistle of Jude especially relevant.
AUTHOR

In the Greek the name of this writer is Judas. The name Jude is a form of Judas in the N.T.  and Judah in the O.T. It was a fairly common name in that day and time. Two of the apostles wore this name: Judas – JN. 14:22 and Judas Iscariot. This name fell into disuse by Christians after the betrayal of Christ by Judas Iscariot.
Jude identifies himself as the servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James. Jude was a younger brother of Jesus and one of the sons of Mary and Joseph – MATT. 13:55. His brother James wrote the book titled “James” and he likewise called himself “a servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
We know very little about the life of Jude. He along with the rest of his brothers seems to have been unbelievers before the resurrection – JN. 7:3-6 – but was convinced of the deity of Jesus by that event and was found with his other brothers and Mary in the upper room after his ascension – ACTS 1:14. The scriptures indicate he was married and took his wife with him on his travels – 1 COR. 9:5.
RECIPIENTS

To whom was this epistle addressed? The letter is addressed to “them that are sanctified by God the Father and preserved in Jesus Christ and called.” In other words it is addressed to Christians as we are called by the gospel – 2 THESS. 2:13-14 since it has the power to save us and we derive our faith from hearing it proclaimed. The word sanctification means to be set apart, made holy. God has chosen salvation to be through sanctification of the spirit and belief of the truth. This happens when we decide to obey the truth – 1 PET. 1:22 - when we exercise our faith the Lord preserves us and protects us.
This letter was evidently written to all Christians whether Jew or Gentile since everyone was admonished to build themselves up in the most holy faith – JUDE 20.

PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE

Evidently Jude had planned to write a doctrinal treatise on the common salvation. This salvation is common because it is universal and is offered to all men on the same terms. If a man would be saved it will be the same way any other man is saved. The same message must be obeyed and then man is added to the same spiritual body. But he apparently became aware of the problems with false teachers and their doctrines which they were espousing which prompted him to issue some warnings.

Before delivering the warnings he makes it clear that as Christians they were to earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. “The faith” is the complete revelation of truth contained in the N.T. – ACTS 6:7, GAL. 1:23, 3:23-25. There is but “one faith” which is the same for all who believe – EPH. 4:3-6. These evil men who have crept into the churches and were in the process of corrupting the faith and morals of the brethren must be confronted. The denunciations of Jude are similar to those found in the O.T., the Lord’s rebuke of the hypocritical Pharisees, and that of Peter – 2 PET. 2.
Jude is exhorting them to earnestly contend which means to vigorously and intensely defend the faith – 2 COR. 10:4-5. We must also contend with those who oppose the truth. We too must guard against being deceived and being led astray by the perversions advanced by false teachers and their doctrines – GAL. 1:6-8.
DATE AND STYLE OF WRITING

We have no certain way to date this epistle but scholars generally agree that it was written most likely in the latter half of the first century sometime between 65-90 A.D.  Since this letter contains many O.T. examples it was probably first sent to Jewish Christians who composed the churches in Palestine.
The style of writing in this letter is denunciatory in nature, severe in tone and full of warnings. Its description of false teachers is sharp, incisive, and convincing. Its exhortations are touching, tender, full of warmth. It conclusion is beautiful and vivid. 

This short epistle is valuable to us today because we live in a world where many people are anti-authority. They do not want anyone to exercise supervision over them or to say anything about the type of lifestyle they live. This short letter is full of lessons for those who tend to be rebellious and do not see the need for submitting to any type of authority in their lives.
OUTLINE OF JUDE
Greetings - Salutation (1-2)
I. Purpose for writing – General admission to contend for the faith (3-4)
II. God’s judgments in time past. Historical proof of how god deals with and judges the wicked.  (5-7)
III. Character and doom of false teachers. Stern denunciation is given to false teachers and their doctrines. (8-13)
IV. Authoritative assurance that God will judge the wicked. (14-19)
V. Exhortations to build their faith, to grow spiritually, and win souls. (20-23)
VI. Concluding doxology (24-25)
QUESTIONS – LESSON #1

1. Who is the author of this epistle? How did he describe himself? What can we learn from this?
2. Who are the recipients of this letter? What three terms did the author use to describe them?

3. What was the purpose of this epistle being written?
4. When and with what style was this letter written?

5. What is the value of this epistle to us today?

TEXT LESSON #2 – JUDE 1-10

Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James,

To those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: 2 Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 

3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

5 But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 9 Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" 10 But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves. 
COMMENTS ON JUDE

By way of introduction Jude introduces himself as the bondservant of Christ and the brother of James. Jude was a younger brother of Jesus and the son of Mary and Joseph – MATT. 13:55; MARK 6:3. The letter is addressed to those who are called, sanctified, and preserved; in other words it is addressed to Christians. Those who have been called by the gospel, sanctified or set apart, and preserved through their faith in Christ Jesus. Jude is not implying that it is impossible to turn away from the faith because later in this epistle he warns them about falling away - Vs. 21-24.
Jude assures his audience that one who continues to believe and live righteously is kept by the Lord’s protection. Jude prays they will continue to receive all the spiritual blessings that they need.

The purpose Jude had for writing this epistle was to inform them of the “common salvation.” It is referred to as common not because it is insignificant but rather that its application is common it is a salvation available to every man. It is offered to all men whether Jew or Gentile on the same terms. There is no distinction made by God all men must obey the same gospel message. Everyone has a common problem, it is the problem of sin and how we can escape its condemnation. All men therefore need the salvation made available through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 
The exhortation is given by Jude to earnestly contend for the faith that was once delivered for the saints. What God desires for us to know he has made known through “the faith” the truth revealed in the gospel. What God wanted us to know has been revealed and written and nothing is to be added to it – 2 PET. 1:3; 2 TIM. 3:16-17; REV. 22:18-19. So today we still preach that common salvation which is the pure and simple plan of God for redeeming mankind.
The reason behind this epistle being written is that Jude wants to sound the warning about these false teachers who are creeping in undetected and are causing problems in the Lord’s church by turning the grace of God into lasciviousness. 
Jude now begins to show some examples of what happens to men when they rejected the word of God in previous times. This epistle is of great value to us today because many still tend to rebel and reject the authority of the word of God. 
Jude gives three examples from the Old Testament of punishment for evil regarding the Israelites, angels and cities of the plains. Their punishment was a just recompense from God so these false teachers were vain dreamers if they thought they could pursue their course of unholy conduct without suffering any consequences for their choices. 
Michael the arch angel while contending with the devil did not bring an accusation against him but said “the Lord rebuke thee” Michael did not presume to speak for God and yet these false teachers have placed themselves in the position of saying they have knowledge superior to God and thus they think they are able to know and understand spiritual truths, but they really do not understand because they are ruled by instinct and fleshly passions. What they think they know they really do not know! ISA. 55:8-9
LESSON #2 – 1:1-10

QUESTIONS – LESSON #2
1. Who is the writer of this epistle and how does he identify himself? Vs. 1

2. Who are the called, the sanctified and the preserved? Vs. 1

3. What three things does Jude desire for his readers to be multiplied in? Vs. 2
4. What is referred to by the expression “common salvation?” Vs. 3

5. Why did the writer exhort them to earnestly contend for the faith? Define the terms – “contend” and “the faith” How is “the faith described? Vs. 3-4
6. Who saved the Jews out of Egypt? After their delivery what happened to them? Vs. 5

7. What happened to the unfaithful angels? Where are they now and what awaits them? Vs. 6
8. Why did God destroy Sodom and Gomorrah? Vs. 7

9. How are these false teachers described? What are they compared to? Vs. 8, 10

10. What encounter did Michael the arch angel have with the devil? Vs. 9

TEXT LESSON #3 – JUDE 11-25
Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 

12 These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; 13 raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

16 These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. 19 These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit. 

20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22 And on some have compassion, making a distinction; 23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. 

24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 

25 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever. Amen.
COMMENTS ON JUDE

Woe to them (false teachers), what a tragedy that they have chosen for themselves the path of destruction selected by Cain, Balaam, and Korah. Jude uses these three examples as sins condemned long ago and grieves over their plight. They chose to follow in the way of Cain which was a path of envy, hatred, and murder. Following the example of Cain they did not believe that God meant what he said.
Balaam was looking for a reward from the King and sold his life in a futile chase for riches – 1 TIM. 6:9-10. We are likewise warned that the love of money is the root of all evil.
Korah rebelled against the authority of God by questioning the authority that God had given Moses and Aaron. How serious is it to question divine authority and rebel against it? The answer it is so serious that the earth opened up and swallowed these wicked men and their followers. Jude wants the apostates to realize they will suffer the same fate, and so will we if we do not submit to the will of God.

There seems to be a progression in the action expressed in these three examples; they “went in the way of Cain,” they “ran in the error” of Balaam, and “they perished in the rebellion” of Korah.  Such is the progression of sin in our lives first we walk, then we run, and finally we perish. The way of sin always ends in total destruction.
Jude is warning that setting aside the gospel is a serious matter. Jude now portrays the evil nature of these false teachers by using the following figures of speech. They are like rocks or blemishes at the feasts with the disciples. They are like shepherds who only take care of only their own needs which would imply the needs of the sheep are being neglected. They are spoken of as clouds blown by the wind and yet without rain to nourish the earth. They are like trees which are bring forth no fruit. They are like waves that break on the shore and leave a worthless deposit or they are like shooting stars which appear for a short time blazing across the sky and then disappear into eternal darkness.
We do not have any record of what Jude says Enoch prophesied except what Jude by inspiration recorded in this epistle. Jude is making the point that Enoch prophesied to “these” that is to say men of the same character in his day and now what he said will also apply to these false teachers in the early church as well. The Lord is coming and he will execute judgment upon everyone who has or is rebelling against his authority. Those who are in the state of rebellion are described as grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires, and boastful of their evil deeds.
Jude as he closes his letter encourages believers to remember the words taught by the apostles and cling to the word of God which is their only safeguard against apostasy – 2 PET. 3:18.The apostles knew there would be those who would become mockers of the gospel - 2 PET. 3:3-5; 1 TIM. 4:1-3. Those who are not willing to follow the teachings of the apostles and the authority of Christ as revealed by the Holy Spirit they were to identify and avoid.

Jude exhorts them to build up themselves in the most holy faith once delivered to the saints. We must strive to keep ourselves in the love of God because we love God and hope for eternal life – HEB. 6:19.
Jude closes with a plea to the faithful to make every effort to save those who are being led astray. Having mercy and compassion on them will make a difference. We need to have patience with those who are weak – 1 THESS. 5:14.  

Jude has urged the Christians to stand against the leaders of this apostasy. He does not want them to be surprised if some are led astray but he wants them to make a diligent effort to save them – JAMES 5:20

Jude in his closing assures his readers of the protection from the Lord for those who keep themselves in his love. Those who are faithful will be prepared for appearing of Christ and will rejoice. If they apply the principles given to them by Jude in this short epistle they will be victorious.
LESSON #3 – 1:11-25

QUESTIONS – LESSON #3

1. What had these wicked men done? Vs. 11

2. Who do these false teachers serve? What are they compared to? Vs. 12-13
3. What did Enoch prophesy? Vs. 14-15

4. What do the mouths of those who murmur and complainer speak? Vs. 16

5. What words did the writer tell them to remember? Vs. 17

6. What warnings were given to them in these words? Vs. 18-19

7. What does the inspired writer exhort the believers to do? Vs. 20-21

8. What efforts are to be made to save those being led astray? Vs. 22-23

9. What assurances does the inspired writer give his readers? Vs. 24

10. What principles must we understand? Vs. 25
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