PHILIPPIANS

LESSON ONE – INTRODUCTION

The City of Philippi

Philippi was a principle city of Macedonia – Acts 16:12, even though Thessalonica was the capital of this province.  Philippi was the only city of this area to have the status of being a “colony” which gave it certain distinct advantages.  As a result of colony status the city of Philippi enjoyed self government, administration under Roman law, and citizenship rights – Acts 16:20b –21.  It was strategically located on the road from Rome to Asia known as the Egnatian Way.  Philippi is most noted for being the first place in Europe, which had the opportunity to hear the gospel message of salvation from an apostle of Jesus Christ.  

Philippi stood on the banks of the river Gangites, which was about 10 miles from the seaport Neapolis.  Philip of Macedon who was the father of the Alexander the Great founded it and the city was named for him.  As a colony it was primarily a military (not a mercantile) city, which probably contributed to the relatively small Jewish population.  Since there was not a Jewish community of any size, there was not a synagogue in Philippi.  As a result, the place of prayer was by the riverside – Acts 16:13.

The Church at Philippi

Paul first visited Philippi on his second missionary journey (49-52 A.D.) with Timothy and Silas as traveling companions in response to a vision he had while at Troas – Acts 16:6-10.  Paul then journeyed from Troas to Neapolis – Acts 16:11 and then made the 10-mile trip to Philippi.  The only account we have of the experiences of the apostle Paul in Philippi are recorded in Acts 16:12-34.  The first converts to Christ were Lydia and her household – Acts 16:11-15, and another notable conversion was the Philippian jailer and his family – Acts 16:23-33.  So the church at Philippi began with a membership, which included some businesswomen, a jailer and his family, with perhaps a young girl and some prisoners.

It is absolutely safe to say that no other church ever gave Paul more joy and satisfaction.  He enjoyed being in their presence and delighted in writing to them.  Paul called the Philippians, “my joy and crown” – Phil. 4:1.  Paul again visited the church at Philippi on his third missionary journey – Acts 20:3, 6.

Author of Philippians

The author is the apostle Paul – Phil. 1:1 and he also included Timothy in his greeting of the brethren at Philippi.  The personal references in this epistle are consistent with what we know about Paul from other New Testament scripture.  The authorship of Paul was also supported by the testimony of respected men such as Polycarp and Irenaeus.

Time and Place of Writing

Philippians is one of the four prison epistles written by the apostle Paul – Phil. 1:7, 13, 16.  The letter to the Philippian brethren was written while Paul was imprisoned in Rome as we can see references to the Praetorium or palace guard – Phil. 1:13, and he sends greetings from Caesar’s household – Phil. 4:22.  Paul’s statements in Phil. 1:12-20 and 4:22 strongly suggest that it was an extended imprisonment.   All these indications suggest Paul’s letter was written after his imprisonment in Rome began as recorded in Acts 28:30-31.   Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome lasted two years and began in the year 61 A.D. Therefore the date for this epistle must be somewhere between 61-63 A.D., but probably closer to the end of his imprisonment in 63 A.D., since it seems Paul has had time to establish a relationship with those of Caesar’s household at the time this epistle was being written - Phil. 4:22. 

Subject and Purpose

The main subject or theme of Philippians is “rejoice in the Lord” – Phil. 4:4.  This letter is often called Paul’s hymn of joy.  Philippians is indeed an epistle of love and joy.  The words joy and rejoice appear 16 times in this short letter.  Paul’s love for the brethren at Philippi and his continual rejoicing over their faithful service to Christ bring him great pleasure.  He wrote to the church at Philippi to thank them for their gift to him – Phil. 4:10-23, and to explain his present situation – Phil. 1:1-30.

This epistle is one of Paul’s most personal letters.  In it he shares his own struggle between life and death – Phil. 1:21-26.  The Philippian brethren were close to his heart because they shared with him in his imprisonment – Phil. 1:7, and this explains the feelings of gratitude Paul expresses to them.  Paul wanted them to know about his work in which they shared.

LESSON ONE  - QUESTIONS FROM THE INTRODUCTION

1. What was the background of the city of Philippi?

2. Where in the New Testament do we read about the establishment of the church in Philippi?

3. How did it come to pass that Paul went to Philippi?

4. Who were his companions? 

5. This was on which missionary journey?

6. Who were the first converts in Philippi?

7. What feelings did the apostle Paul have toward the church in Philippi?  Why?

8. After Paul left did he ever visit Philippi again?

9. Who wrote this epistle?  What prompted him to write it?

10. From where and when did he write it?

11. What is the main subject or theme of this epistle?

LESSON TWO

Phil 1:1-2 - 

1:1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  NKJV

OUTLINE  OF 1:1-2
Salutation: 1:1-2

1. Senders of the epistle identified - 1:1

2. Recipients are the saints, bishops and deacons - 1:1

3. Greetings are extended as Paul does in every epistle with a wish for grace and peace - 1:2

Salutation 

1:1-2

Usually in New Testament times epistles were written in such a way to immediately identify the author and the recipient.  Paul follows this pattern in his letter to the church at Philippi. Timothy was mentioned as the co-sender of this epistle because he was well known by the church in Philippi due to his work with the Philippian brethren.  He came to Philippi with Paul on both of his visits - Acts 16:11-40; 19:21-22; Phil. 2:22.  It was one of the customs of the apostle Paul to associate those teaching with him and he did so because Timothy was highly esteemed as a faithful and beloved brother in Christ.  Timothy grew up in Lystra (Asia Minor) under the influence of a godly mother (Eunice) and grandmother (Lois) according to 2 Tim. 1:5; Acts 16:1.  Timothy had joined Paul and Silas when they came thru Lystra on their second missionary journey.  Timothy continued working with Paul during his third missionary journey and was with him in Rome during his first imprisonment.  He was a very effective helper and had a deep sense of loyalty to the apostle Paul.  Even though Timothy is mentioned in the opening of this letter, Paul’s frequent usage of the words me and my instead of we and us show that Paul was indeed the primary, if not the sole, author of this letter - Phil. 1:3-4.

Paul did not call himself an apostle in this letter as he did in others and it is thought it was because his right to be an apostle had not been called into question by the brethren at Philippi.  Paul refers to himself and Timothy as bondservants (slaves) of Jesus Christ - Rom. 1:1; Gal. 1:10.  

The saints at Philippi were the holy ones, the ones set apart or sanctified in Christ - Acts 4:12; 2 Tim. 2:10.  They are not called saints because they do not sin - 1 Jn. 1:8, but because they are set apart from the world and called to walk by faith living a life of good works.   

The Philippian church was scriptural in its organization because it had men serving in the positions of bishops and deacons.  The word bishop means “overseer or superintendent”.   It is the same office that is called elders elsewhere in the Bible - Acts 20:17, 28; Titus 1:5-7.  There was always a plurality of elders in each individual church during New Testament times - Acts 14:23.  The practice of having one bishop as an overseer over a number of churches or over a given geographical area is human in its origin and has no authority from God.  Those men who served in this capacity had to meet certain qualifications according to the scriptures - 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9. 

The word deacon means “servant, attendant, or minister.”  The men who filled these offices were selected to perform various services required by the church as different needs arose - Acts 6:1-6; 1 Tim. 3:8-13.  The deacons were the servants to the church where they were members and attended to the various needs of the brethren.  The deacons also had to meet certain qualifications in order to serve in this office – I Tim. 3:8-13.

Paul extends his usual salutation desiring that God’s grace (favor, unmerited or undeserved) and peace, which can only be obtained by being reconciled to God, be available to them. Those who are not reconciled to God will never enjoy peace! 

LESSON TWO – QUESTIONS – 1:1-2

1. By whom and to whom is this epistle (letter) sent?

2. Who are these saints in Christ Jesus?

3. Who are these bishops (overseers – NAS) that Paul addresses?  

4. Where are the qualifications for “bishops” found in the New Testament?  Summarize their qualifications.

5. Where are the qualifications for deacons found in the New Testament?  Summarize their qualifications.

6. What type of greeting does Paul extend to these brethren?

LESSON THREE

Phil. 1:3-11 - 

3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 7 just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace. 8 For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.    NKJV

OUTLINE OF 1:3-11

A. Paul’s thanksgiving and prayer for the Philippians - 1:3-11

a. Thanks - 1:3-8

i. Thanks given always - 1:3

ii. Thanks given with joyfulness - 1:4-5

iii. Thanks given with confidence - 1:6-8

1. Confidence that the Lord will perfect them - 1:6

2. Confidence is the correct attitude for Paul - 1:7-8

b. Prayer - 1:9-11

i. Requests - 1:9-10a

1. That their love may abound in knowledge and the result will be that their love will approve things that are excellent 1:9-10a

2. That they may be sincere and void of offense unto the day of Christ and be filled with the fruit of righteousness - 1:10b-11a

ii. Purpose of the prayer is to give glory and praise to God - 1:11b

Thanksgiving and Prayer

1:3-11

Paul was truly thankful for the brethren at Philippi.  He thanked God for every recollection he had of those who gave him such comfort and joy because of their faithfulness.  They may have been out of sight since Paul was in prison in Rome some 700 miles away, but they were not out of his mind.  Are we thankful today for our brethren – 1 Thess. 1:2; Eph. 1:16; .Col. 3:15?  Do we give thanks for them in our prayers?  It is interesting to note that Paul’s prayers were not self-centered but joyfully included others.

In verse 5 the reason for Paul’s thanksgiving is made clear.  The Philippians had fellowship with him as he preached the gospel – Phil. 4:15-16.  The word fellowship is from the Greek word koinonia, which means to share, participation, and communion.  This desire to share with Paul as he preached the gospel began from the first day they obeyed the gospel until now.

Paul was confident which was strong language and meant he was fully persuaded or convinced they would continue in this good work.  We must understand that God is at work in the Christian - Phil. 2:12-13 and God will continue this work within the Christian until the end of his life - John 15:1-2.  A day is coming that is referred to as the “day of Christ”.  It is the day when every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord - Phil. 2:10-11.  

Paul had confidence in them because he had them in his heart.  As we know, it is easier for us to have confidence in those whom we love dearly.  The bond of affection he had for them was made stronger by their standing by him in his imprisonment and was increased also by the spiritual blessings they enjoyed by sharing in the grace of Christ – Eph. 1:3.  

The people in NT times spoke of the bowels as the seat of affection and Paul is simply stating that he longs for them as Christ longs for us and as a result extends his mercy and grace to us.  Paul had great compassion for the brethren at Philippi!  We should follow the example of the apostle Paul and love our brethren like he loved the saints in Philippi.

In verses 9-11, Paul begins his prayer and he petitions that their love for each other may grow that it may abound.  He wants them to be a loving people but also a knowledgeable people – Hosea 4:6.  He desires for them to be sincere in their service to Christ and willing to prove what is acceptable or excellent so they will be void of offense and not cause others to stumble.  He wants them to bear the fruit of righteousness in their lives – Gal. 5:22-25; Jn. 15:1-8.  The only way for us to bear the fruit of righteousness is to follow the righteous one – Jesus Christ and his teaching – 1 Pet. 2:21-24.

LESSON THREE - QUESTIONS – 1:3-11

1. Did Paul have good memories or bad memories of the Philippians? vs. 3-4 

2. Why was Paul thankful to the brethren at Philippi? vs. 5

3. How long had they had fellowship with Paul?  In what way did they have fellowship? vs. 5

4. In what did Paul have confidence? vs. 6

5. What type of feeling did Paul have for the Philippians?  vs. 8

6. What four things did the apostle Paul pray for on behalf of the brethren at Philippi?  vs. 9-11

7. What must accompany love?  vs. 9 

8. How do we “approve things that are excellent”?  vs. 10

9. What is the fruit of righteousness?  vs. 11

LESSON FOUR

Phil. 1:12-18 - 

12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from good will: 16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.   NKJV

OUTLINE OF 1:12-18

B. Report on the progress of the gospel in Rome: 1:12-18

a. Report of progress - 1:12

b. Ways in which progress occurred - 1:13-18

i. His bonds became manifest in Christ - 1:13

ii. Most of the brethren are bolder to speak - 1:14

iii. Christ is preached, even though insincerely - 1:15-18

- Some preach from envy and strife

- Some preach from good will

- Paul rejoiced in all the preaching - 1:18

Report of the progress of the gospel in Rome

1:12-18

Paul does not want the brethren at Philippi to be overcome with sorrow because he is currently in prison in Rome.  He tries to relieve their concerns by telling them that what might be viewed by them as a negative (being in bonds in prison) has turned into a positive (an opportunity provided by God to preach the gospel) – Rom. 1:14-17 – to those who guarded him as well as those of Caesar’s household.

The imprisonment of Paul gave him an audience among all classes of people and in many places that under normal circumstances would not have been available to him.  So, as a result of Paul’s circumstances, the gospel was advanced, not hindered.

As a result of his trial in Rome, the whole Praetorian Guard knew that he was not a political enemy of Rome nor had he committed any crime, but rather his imprisonment was a direct result of his commitment and service to Christ – Gal. 2:20.   Another result of Paul’s presence in Rome was that he gave many other Christians confidence and boldness to preach and teach Christ because he was such a powerful example to them.  It is important that we take note of the power of one man’s example.  Paul provoked many others to speak boldly who had previously been hesitant to do so.  We need to consider the power of our example – Matt. 5:13-16. What type of example do we set – 2 Tim. 6:11-12?  Do we have the courage to fight the good fight of faith?  Courage, as well as fear, is contagious.  Are you courageous or fearful?  

Paul now begins to point out that there were some preachers who were preaching the true message of Christ but for the wrong reasons, such as envy and strife.  Even though their motives were not pure, Paul rejoiced in the fact that the gospel was being preached.  We know that the message was correct because Paul never hesitated to confront doctrinal error – Gal. 1:6-10, 2:11-14.

LESSON FOUR – QUESTIONS – 1:12-18

1. Did the imprisonment of the apostle Paul hinder the gospel?  vs. 12

2. What did the palace guard come to understand about Paul?  vs. 13

3. What was the end result of other brethren seeing Paul in chains?  vs. 14

4. Is it possible to preach truth and have the wrong attitude or motivation?  vs. 15-17

5. What does it mean to be “set for the defense of the gospel”?
6. What was Paul’s attitude about those preaching Christ with the wrong motives?  vs. 18
LESSON FIVE

Phil. 1:19-30 - 

19 For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. 25 And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, 26 that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 

27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God. 29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.     NKJV

OUTLINE OF 1:19-30

C. Paul’s confidence in life or death - 1:19-26

a. Confident that his experiences would turn out to salvation - 1:19

i. Through supplication

ii. Through the supply of the spirit

b. Confident that he would always magnify Christ - 1:20-26

i. He would not be put to shame - 1:20

ii. He would magnify Christ whether by life or death - 1:21-23

iii. He felt sure he would remain with them - 1:24-26

D. Exhortation to a worthy manner of life - 1:27-2:18

a. Plea for steadfast striving - 1:27-30

i. Do this whether I come or be absent.

ii. Stand fast in one spirit.

iii. Do not be frightened by adversaries - 1:28-30

1. This is to them a token of perdition

2. This is to you a token of salvation

3. Follow my example in this

Paul’s Confidence

1:19-30

Paul says he knows by this (his experience as a result of being a prisoner in Rome) that it will turn out unto his salvation – Rom. 8:28.  Salvation can be defined three ways: 1)  Safety, deliverance from difficulties; 2)  General health and well-being; 3)  Eternal life in heaven.   It would seem in the context of what Paul is discussing, his reference would be more in line with the first two definitions.  Paul was confident of this salvation because he knew the Philippian brethren were praying for him.  Paul greatly desired for his brothers and sisters in Christ to pray for him – Eph. 6:18-20. Paul understood what we sometimes fail to realize, that there is power in prayer – James 5:16.  Do we truly take advantage of the power of prayer today?

Another reason for Paul’s confidence was the supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ.  Obviously this is a reference to the Holy Spirit – Rom. 8:9.  There could be much discussion as to whether the supply of spirit is the Spirit himself or the differing forms of assistance supplied by the spirit.  One thing is certain and for sure - if we have the spirit of Christ, we will not neglect any of God’s commands, but we will have authority for everything we do in every area of our life – Col. 3:17.

LESSON FIVE – QUESTIONS – 1:19-30

1. What was the earnest expectation and hope of Paul?  vs. 20

2. How did Paul explain his purpose for life?  vs. 21

3. Is death gain for just anyone?  vs. 21

4. What were the two conflicting desires of Paul?  vs. 23-24

5. What type of conduct can be considered “worthy of the gospel of Christ”?  vs. 27

6. What kind of report did Paul want to hear about the brethren at Philippi?  vs. 27-28

7. What attitude should we have toward suffering for Christ?  vs. 29-30

LESSON SIX

Phil. 2:1-11 – 

2:1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.    NKJV

OUTLINE OF 2:1-11

D. Exhortation to a worthy manner of life - 2:1-18

b. Plea for unity and humility - 2:1-4

i. Motives for unity - 2:1-2a

ii. Attitudes and actions of those in unity - 2:2b-4

c. The example of Christ - 2:5-11

i. He did not grasp His original state - 2:5-6

ii. He became an obedient servant - 2:7-8

iii. Honors that Christ received because of His obedience

1. Exaltation

2. A name above every name

3. Universal submission to Him - 2:10-11     

The Self-Emptying Life

2:1-11

Paul begins this section of his epistle with a plea for the Philippians to be of one mind, of one accord. They would make his joy complete if they could maintain unity.  This is a common plea in Paul’s epistles – 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:1-3.

Paul now goes through a list of attitudes and actions that must be present in order for unity to prevail.  We must understand that division and strife are sinful and the only way to attain and maintain unity is to follow Christ and His teachings.  Paul gives us the primary ingredient for unity which is simply being humble or having lowliness of mind – Col. 3:12; Eph. 4:2.  Humility is often said to be the first test of a great man. The scriptures do not associate humility with weakness but view it as a characteristic of a Christian who truly understands their relationship with God - Matt. 18:1-4, and seeks to put him first in their life of service as they walk by faith – 2 Cor. 5:7.

As a result of having an attitude of humility, we will then take certain actions. We will begin to count others as better than ourselves.  We will not just care about our own affairs but will be concerned and care about the needs of others.  Paul instructs us to look to Jesus as our great example and have a mind that will humbly submit to God in his appeal for unity.  The mind of Christ must replace the sinful mind as we are now new creatures in Christ - 2 Cor. 5:17.

Christ existed before He appeared in the flesh – Jn. 1:1-3, but He did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped.  In reality, equality with God was already His.  He could have held tightly to it and not let it go, but He did not do this.  Instead He took upon Him the form of a servant.  All created beings are the servants of God just by the mere fact they were created by God – Psa. 119:9.  Christ was not a servant because He was created but rather He chose to take upon Himself the form of a servant.  Christ was like man in all respects except He did not sin – Heb. 4:14-15.  Jesus remained humble and fulfilled the will of His Father.  He learned obedience by the very things He suffered – Heb. 5:8-9.  His humility and obedience led Him to the death of a common criminal on the cross.  During the days of the Roman Empire, there was no more shameful way to die than to be crucified.  When we truly reflect and consider what Christ did for us, how could we ever act with arrogance, pride, or be puffed up and act as if we are better than others.

What is the result of Christ displaying this type of love for mankind?  God has highly exalted Him and given Him a name that is above every name – Acts 2:32-38, 4:8-12.  Paul makes it very clear to us that every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that exalted name of Jesus Christ and acknowledge that He is truly Lord – Rev. 1:7.

LESSON SIX – QUESTIONS - 2:1-11

1. What can we find in Christ?  vs. 1

2. How could these brethren make Paul joyful?  vs. 2

3. What should our attitude be toward each other as brethren?  vs. 3

4. What type of attitude did Christ display for us?  vs. 5-8

5. In what ways did Christ look out for us?  vs. 6-8

6. To what degree did Christ humble Himself?  vs. 8

7. To what degree did God exalt Jesus after His death on the cross?  vs. 9

8. Since God has highly exalted Him, what should every person do at the name of Jesus?  vs. 9-11

LESSON SEVEN

Phil. 2:12-18 – 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 17 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 For the same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me.     NKJV

Objective of Service

2:12-18

In the previous section Paul spoke of the example of Christ and now he gives some instructions to the Philippian brethren in regard to living a life of service as a Christian.  He instructs them to work out your own salvation, which means to work to completion. Paul is not suggesting that we are saved by these works or that we in some way earn our salvation, but that our salvation must be followed by steadfast work to the end – 1 Cor. 15:58; Eph. 2:8-10; Titus 3:5-8.  These are not works of merit that we continue in as if we are trying to earn or merit salvation, but rather works of faith.

Paul also makes it very clear we must learn to be content –Heb. 13:5.  God’s people have always been forbidden to murmur and complain against Him in both the Old and New Testaments – Num. 11:13; 1 Pet. 4:9; 1 Cor. 10:10.

Paul expects the Philippian brethren to be harmless (pure) free from mixing with evil – Matt. 5:8.  We as Christians are as sheep among wolves – Matt. 10:16 – yet God desires for us to remain pure.  Even in the midst of the evil world we live in God wants us as His children to be without blemish – Eph. 1:4; Col. 1:22; Rev. 14:5.  We as Christians are to be lights in this world of sin and darkness – Matt. 5:14-16; 1 Pet. 2:9; Eph. 5:8-13.  Our life in Christ should distinguish us from the world!  We only shine as beacons of light to this sinful world when we hold forth the word of life (gospel).  It is the only message of life and  light for the world– Heb. 4:12; Jn. 5:24-25.  We do not need to forget that our works of faith will be rewarded on the day of Christ – 1 Cor. 3:14-15; 1 Thess.2:19-20; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12; Matt. 25:28-29 -  which is the last day, the day of Christ, which is the last day, the day of His second coming, as well as the day of judgment.  Paul did not want to stand on this day only to find out he had run in vain and all his labor was for naught– 1 Cor. 9:25-27.

Paul closes this section by saying if his life was to be given up as a result of losing his trial, it would be poured out just as a drink offering is never to be used again.  It would then be poured out upon the sacrifice of the Philippians’ faith.  Paul asks them if this happens, to be able to rejoice with him as he rejoices with them – 1 Pet. 2:5.  Paul would gladly make this supreme sacrifice if it were necessary. Would we be willing to do likewise?

OUTLINE OF 2:12-18

d. Commands; 2:12-18

i. Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling - 2:12-13

1. Do this whether I am present or absent

2. God is working in you - 2:13

ii. Do all things without murmurings - 2:14-15

1. That you may be blameless and harmless

2. That you become the children of God without blemish

iii. Hold forth the word of life - 2:16

iv. Paul’s place in their worthy life - 2:17

v. Rejoice - 2:18

LESSON SEVEN – QUESTIONS – 2:12-18

1.  What did Paul want the brethren at Philippi to do in his absence?   vs. 12

2. How do we work out our own salvation?  vs. 12

3. How is it that God works in us?  vs. 13

4. What things are necessary for children of God to be blameless and harmless?  vs. 14-16 

5. Why should we do all things without murmuring and disputing?  vs. 14

6. How are Christians described in verse 15?

7. What would give Paul reason to rejoice?  vs. 16-18

LESSON EIGHT

Phil. 2:19-30 – 

19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be encouraged when I know your state. 20 For I have no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your state. 21 For all seek their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus. 22 But you know his proven character, that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel. 23 Therefore I hope to send him at once, as soon as I see how it goes with me. 24 But I trust in the Lord that I myself shall also come shortly. 

25 Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who ministered to my need; 26 since he was longing for you all, and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 27 For indeed he was sick almost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see him again you may rejoice, and I may be less sorrowful. 29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and hold such men in esteem; 30 because for the work of Christ he came close to death, not regarding his life, to supply what was lacking in your service toward me.      NKJV

OUTLINE OF 2:19-30

E. News about Timothy and Epaphroditus; 2:19-30

a. Timothy; 2:19-24

i. Paul hoped to send Timothy to them; 2:19,23

ii. Paul had no one else like Timothy; 2:20-22

iii. Paul himself trusted to come soon; 2:24

b. Epaphroditus; 2:25-30

i. He longed after the Philippians

ii. He was sick

iii. He recovered

c. Receive him in the Lord; 2:29

d. Honor him for his work and courage; 2:30

Paul’s Evaluation of Timothy and Epaphroditus

2:19-30

In this section Paul reveals his plans concerning Timothy and Epaphroditus.  He also gives us a brief summary of his evaluation of these two men. 

Paul had hoped to send Timothy to the brethren at Philippi very soon.  Paul makes it very clear that in his estimation there was no one else who was fitted for this task as well as Timothy, which is made evident by the statement he had no one else like Timothy who would naturally care for their welfare.  As Christians we can easily understand the sentiments of the apostle Paul, even though we do love all our brethren, it is natural to develop a very special bond and relationship with certain Christians.  Paul could truly say in regard to Timothy, “I have no man like minded.”  It is obvious that Paul had a great degree of confidence in Timothy. This confidence was well founded because he often sent him to churches where he could not go.  Timothy had been sent from Antioch to encourage the church at Thessalonica – 1 Thess. 3:1-2, 6.  Paul later sent Timothy from Ephesus to Macedonia and then to Corinth – 1 Tim. 1:3; 1 Cor. 16:10.

Timothy was also chosen because he had a special relationship with the brethren at Philippi since he was with Paul, Silas, and Luke when this work began.  As a result of this connection to the brethren at Philippi, Timothy had a special relationship with them and had a high degree of dedication to this church as he endeavored to serve the Lord.

The Philippians really did not need Paul’s stamp of approval in regard to Timothy because they knew him and understood his love for them and the Lord.  Paul viewed Timothy as a son and likewise Timothy viewed Paul as a father figure.  As a result, Paul held timothy in high esteem, and Timothy was very loyal and dedicated to serving Paul.

 Paul closes his comments about Timothy and states he is confident that he will get to see them again.  This is a reflection of the trust Paul placed in God.

Just as Paul had intended to send Timothy to work with the brethren at Philippi, they had sent Epaphroditus to Paul while he was in prison in Rome.  The Philippians entrusted Epaphroditus with their contribution for Paul’s support.  It seems to be the case that the church at Philippi sent Epaphroditus with the intent of him remaining with Paul and serving him on their behalf.  So if Epaphroditus returned home after a relatively short time, it could raise many questions and perhaps some difficulties among he brethren.  In order to eliminate the possibility of any problems that could potentially arise and effect the unity of the brethren at Philippi Paul gives a brief explanation in verses 25-30.

Epaphroditus was very sick after arriving in Rome with the gift of the Philippian brethren for Paul.  He became so sick that he almost lost his life, but God had mercy on him and he recovered.  It is apparent that the brethren at Philippi heard of his sickness and this caused him concern because he did not want the brethren at Philippi worrying about him.  He still longed to be with them.  When Epaphroditus recovered from his illness, Paul purposed to send him back to Philippi so the brethren there would be able to rejoice with Paul for his recovery and safe return to them.

Paul instructs the brethren at Philippi to receive him with joy and always hold in honor men such as Epaphroditus who are willing to risk their life so the gospel can be proclaimed. 

LESSON EIGHT – QUESTIONS – 2:19-30

1. Who did Paul send to Philippi and why?  vs. 19-20

2. What do most people seek after in this life?  vs. 21

3. How does Paul feel about the relationship he has with Timothy? vs. 22-23

4. What did Paul want to do in the near future?  vs. 24

5. Who was Epaphroditus and how does Paul describe him? vs. 25-27

6. How were the Philippians to receive him? Why?  vs. 29-30

LESSON NINE

Phil. 3:1-11 – 

3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe. 2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.     NKJV

Brethren Beware

3:1-11

In this section of his epistle Paul begins to give warnings to the brethren.  He informs them about problems that might arise in the future, not problems they are necessarily encountering at the present time.  He warns them of Judaizing teachers who could produce problems because of their teaching in regard to the Law of Moses.  These men were concerned with imposing their legalistic views upon all those who were converts to Christ.  So Paul is warning the brethren at Philippi to be on the lookout for those who would come and teach this type of doctrine – Matt. 7:15-20.  Specifically, they insisted every Christian must still keep the Law of Moses, particularly the law regarding circumcision.

Paul does not pull any punches as he refers to them as dogs and evil workers.  Paul’s straightforward type of language would offend many brethren today, but he regarded those teaching this doctrine in conflict with God’s will as revealed to Paul thru Christ – Gal. 1:11-12.  Paul was clearly condemning anyone who insisted that the Law of Moses must be kept partially or completely.  Paul certainly recognized in OT times circumcision was a sign of God’s covenant with Abraham and his descendants, but in the gospel dispensation we submit only to the authority of Jesus Christ and it (circumcision) is of no importance to us – Gal. 6:15.

Paul also boldly asserts that the true children of God are not those who have circumcised their flesh but rather their heart – Rom. 2:25-29; Col. 2:11-13.  He then declares the three characteristics of one who is truly circumcised 1.) They worship God in the spirit – John 4:23-24; Rom. 1:9, 8:1-2)  Their rejoicing or occasion to glory is only in Christ Jesus – Gal, 6:14; 2 Cor. 10:17) They have no confidence in the flesh but instead put their trust in the living God and his holy Son Jesus – Luke 3:8.

Paul now makes another point by emphasizing the facts they had less reason to place confidence in the flesh than he did.  Paul then begins to itemize his distinctions in regard to his Jewish ancestry and the honors he had received.

1) Circumcised the eighth day of his life – Luke 1:59

2) He was an Israelite with pure racial ancestry – 2 Cor. 11:22

3) Tribe of Benjamin – Rom. 11:1

4) Pharisee – the strictest sect of the Jewish religion and never more than 6000 of them at any time – Acts 23:6, 26:5

5)  So zealous that he persecuted the church – Acts 8:1-3, 9:1-2, 13-14

6) Concerning the law he was viewed as blameless. No one found fault with Paul as far as him not keeping the ceremonies or traditions of the law.  When Paul became a Christian and looked back, how did he view himself then?  2 Tim. 1:13-15

Paul concludes this section of the epistle by telling them that all those things he had just mentioned, and in which he one time placed his confidence, are inconsequential in value compared to being found in Christ.  He did not regret the things he left behind in Judaism as a result of being converted to Jesus Christ.  Paul’s desire was to be found in Christ.  As a result, he sought a deep and lifelong relationship with Jesus.  He wanted to know Christ in a close and personal way:

1)  Power of his resurrection - Eph. 1:19-20

2) The fellowship of Christ’s suffering – 1 Tim. 3:12; 2 Cor. 11:23-28 – Even though Paul did not seek out trouble, he accepted trials, tribulations, persecutions, and even the possibility of death as a way to identify with his savior.  

Paul concludes this part of his epistle by stating he hoped to live his life in such a way that he would be judged as faithful and raised in the resurrection of the just – John 5:28-29.

OUTLINE OF 3:1-11

F. Rejoice; 3:1; False teachers contrasted with Paul’s example; 3:2-4:1

a. Why beware of the law keepers? 3:2-16

i. Because they are not the true people of God; 3:2-3

1. They are dogs, evil workers, concision; 3:2

2. We are the circumcision; 3:3

b. Because Paul had more to place confidence in than they, because he sought Christ; 3:4-16

i. What Paul could have placed confidence in; 3:4-6

1. Being circumcised the 8th day.

2. Being of the stock of Benjamin.

3. Being a Hebrew of Hebrews.

4. Being a Pharisee.

5. Being zealous in his persecution.

6. Being blameless according to the law.

ii. Paul’s attitudes; 3:7-15

1. Counted all things under the law as loss; 3:7

2. Counted all things loss for Christ; 3:8a

3. Desired only Christ; 3:8b-11

LESSON NINE – QUESTIONS – 3:1-11

1. In whom are we to rejoice?  How do we go about doing that?  vs.1

2. Who does Paul warn the brethren at Philippi to be on the lookout for?  vs. 2

3. Why does he warn them? vs. 3

4. Could Paul have boasted “in the flesh”?  Name the reasons he had to do so. vs 5-6

5. Now that Paul was a Christian how did he regard these qualities?  vs. 7-8

6. What was now the desire of the apostle Paul?  vs. 9-11

LESSON TEN

Phil. 3:12-21

12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. 

17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. 18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame--who set their mind on earthly things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.      NKJV

Paul’s Attitude and Example
3:12-21

In this portion of his letter to the Philippians Paul continues to reveal his attitude toward being found in Christ.  As he reveals his attitude it is easy to see they stand in stark contrast to those false teachers who constantly gloried in their Jewish background.  It is enlightening to see that Paul does not view himself as perfect, which means full grown, mature in mind, or complete, instead there was more he desired to do and accomplish.  In spite of his imperfections, Paul did not have a negative attitude.  He did not allow himself to become discouraged and quit the race.  Instead, he possessed the attitude of pressing onward and upward constantly striving to reach his goal.  Paul was focused and totally dedicated to obtaining the goal of heaven which is the ultimate prize – 2 Tim. 4:6-8.  

Paul encourages the brethren at Philippi to follow his example – 1 Cor. 11:1; 2 Thess. 3:9 - and the example of anyone else who truly strives to walk by faith – 2 Cor. 5:7.  We need to be exhorted to remain focused and not forget the reward of heaven, even though the path is narrow – Matt. 7:13-14.  As a result of the pathway being narrow, many choose to walk the broad path that leads to destruction.  Paul describes those who walk this broad path as enemies of the cross because their only purpose in life is to fulfill their worldly desires and appetites.  This world and all it has to offer is the object of their focus and has indeed become their god.  It is interesting to note that even as Paul warns them of evil men, he did not come across with a holier than thou self-righteous attitude.  Instead he wept as a result of their sins because he truly was concerned about their souls – Matt. 16:26.  Usually those who are enemies of the cross do not view themselves as such, but rather they think they are good, educated, wise and perhaps even godly.  Paul now discloses the consequences of walking in the broad path.  The broad path ends in perdition, which is destruction and ruin – Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:43-48; Rev. 20:15.

Paul now contrasts the life of a Christian with those mentioned above.  We should not be like those walking the broad path in any way, shape, form or fashion because our citizenship is in heaven.  It is now clear why Paul could say, “imitate me,” because he lived by the laws of the kingdom of heaven and indeed he was a good citizen, one worthy of imitation.  As Christians we must constantly remind ourselves that this world is not our home.  We are just pilgrims as we travel thru this life to reach the place where our true citizenship lies – heaven.  This is the eternal home of a Christian – John 14:1-3.  

When Christ returns which path will he find us walking, the broad one or the narrow way?  To the Christian Christ will come as a savior but to the world he will come as a judge.  Christ’s second coming should be the hope of every Christian – Rev. 22:20; Acts1:11; 1 Thess. 4:13-5:2; Heb. 9:28; Titus 2:13.  When Christ comes again, our earthly bodies will be transformed or changed into spiritual bodies that will be perfectly suited for eternity – 1 Cor. 15:51-53.  The transformation that Christ will make in our bodies will be done quickly and easily because of his power and authority.  It is indeed a wonderful thing to ponder that our lowly bodies will be transformed in the likeness of Christ’s glorious body.
OUTLINE OF 3:12-21

4. Did not consider that he was perfect; 3:12a,13a

5. He pressed on; 3:12b, 13b-16

c. Why be imitators of Paul? 3:17-21

i. Command to imitate Paul; 3:17

ii. Reasons for imitating Paul; 3:18b-21

1. Because many are enemies of the cross; 3:18-19

2. Because our citizenship is in heaven; 3:20-21

LESSON TEN – QUESTIONS – 3:12-21

1. Did Paul view himself as having already attained or been perfected?  vs. 12

2. How did Paul view his past?  How did he view the future?  vs. 13-14

3. What is our goal as a Christian?  vs. 14

4. How do we become mature as a Christian and have the right type of mind?  vs. 15

5. How do Christians walk by the same rule and have the same mind?  What will be the result if we do this?  vs. 16

6. Whose example were the brethren at Philippi to follow?  vs. 17

7. What kind of people are “the enemies of the cross”? vs. 18

8. Do we really want to be the enemy of God? vs. 19

9. Where is our citizenship as Christians?  vs. 20

10. What will Christ do for us when he comes again?  vs. 21

LESSON ELEVEN

Phil. 4:1-9 –

4:1 Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved. 

2 I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life. 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 

NKJV

Paul’s Final Exhortations

4:1-9

As Paul closes his letter to the brethren at Philippi, he shows his love for them by referring to them as dearly beloved.  As he continues, he gives them some final exhortations (words of encouragement).  

First and foremost, Paul exhorts them to stand fast in the Lord.  He urges them to continue to walk by faith – 2 Cor. 5:7 – and to be consistently standing fast so they will not be carried away by sin and false doctrine – 2 Thess. 2:15; 1 Cor. 16:13.

Paul’s second exhortation is directed toward two women at Philippi, Euodia and Syntyche, to stop their quarrelling and to be of the same mind.  Paul strongly urges them to drop their petty differences so unity can prevail – Rom. 2:16, 15:5; 2 Cor. 13:11, and they can live in harmony with one another.  This reference to Euodia and Syntyche serves to remind us of the very important role women played in the activities of the local churches in the first century – Acts 16:13-14, 17:4,12.  They had labored with Paul in the gospel and he did not want their contention to overshadow the good work they had done for the Lord.  

Paul also mentions some of his other fellow laborers and states emphatically that their names are in the Book of Life(this is the book which contains the names of all the saved), elsewhere in the Bible referred to as the Lamb’s (Jesus) book of Life – Luke 10:20; Rev. 3:5, 13:8, 17:8, 20:12-15.  Old Testament references – Ex. 32:32-33; Psa. 69:28; Dan. 12:1.

Paul’s third exhortation is for the brethren to rejoice.  Only a Christian can be constantly rejoicing – i.e.. – Paul and Silas – Acts 16:23-25.  Even in chains and in prison Paul and Silas were rejoicing – i.e.. – apostles – Acts 5:40-42.

Paul also encourages them to forbear with one another for they are brethren and he also encourages them to have forbearance in the difficult circumstances they would encounter with all men – Titus 3:2.  Paul concludes this exhortation by emphasizing the importance of prayer.  Prayer is absolutely essential if we are to indeed live a life free of anxiety and worry – Matt. 6:25-34; 1 Pet. 5:6-8.  As we pray and make our specific requests known to God, we must not forget to be thankful – Luke 17:11-19.  If we can truly place our trust in God and follow the instructions of the apostle Paul, we will indeed be able to possess the peace that passes all understanding, the peace that comes only from God.  This inward peace from God surpasses all human comprehension.

Paul’s fourth and final exhortation to the Philippians was for them to set their minds on the good things that come from God’s Word and their actions would be good also.  Our words and deeds will always mirror the good or bad thoughts of our hearts – Mark 7:18-23.  Paul is giving them the same exhortation given by David.- Psa. 19:14.  As Christians, our thought process must be different from those who are of the world – 2 Cor. 10:5.  The mind of a Christian is different because it is renewed – Rom. 12:2.

Paul wanted their minds to be set on the good things they had learned and received and heard and seen in him.  Paul closes this exhortation by saying if they do these things, God will be with them.

OUTLINE OF 4:1-9

G. Final exhortations and thanks; 4:1-23

a. Exhortation to stand fast; 4:1

b. Exhortation to two women to be in harmony; 4:2-3

c. Exhortation to joy (4:4), forbearance (4:5) and  prayer (4:6-7)

d. Exhortation to right thinking; 4:8-9

LESSON ELEVEN – QUESTIONS – 4:1-9

1. How does Paul describe the brethren at Philippi?  vs. 1

2. How important is it to be of the same mind?  vs. 2

3. What is the “Book of Life”?  Where else is it mentioned?  vs. 3

4. How often should we rejoice?  Why?  vs. 4

5. In what sense is the Lord at hand?  vs 5  How should this effect our conduct?

6. What is God’s prescription for anxiety?  vs. 6  Why is this so difficult for us to follow?

7. What kind of peace does God offer?  vs. 7  Is it conditional?

8. What should we as Christians think about?  vs. 8

9. Can we be assured that the peace of God will be with us?  vs. 9

LESSON TWELVE

Phil. 4:10-23 –

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 14 Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress. 15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account. 18 Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet you, but especially those who are of Caesar's household. 23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.          NKJV

Paul’s Thanks and Salutation

4:10-23

As Paul begins this section of his letter to the brethren at Philippi, he thanks them for their gift.  Paul rejoices in the Lord greatly for the generosity of their gift, even though Paul knew how to be content in whatever situation or set of circumstances he found himself facing.  The true strength of the apostle Paul came through Jesus Christ – 2 Tim. 4:17.  Paul truly understood what few of us ever come to truly realize, which is that the strength that is essential in this life is not physical, but rather spiritual in nature.    

Paul now begins to commend the Philippian’s giving in verses 14-16 as they had helped support Paul from the very beginning of his efforts to preach the gospel in Macedonia and at Philippi – Acts 16:15.  They had fellowship with Paul in the matters of giving and receiving so the gospel could be preached.

The Philippians were not giving to Paul out of their excess or abundance.  Instead they were giving in spite of the fact that they lived in poverty.   McGarvey states, “The district of Macedonia had suffered three civil wars, and had been rendered to such poverty that Tiberius Caesar, hearkening to their petitions, had lightened their taxes, but in addition to this general poverty, the churches had been made poor by persecution.”

Paul encourages them to continue to give because it would help them to bear more fruit for the Lord – 2 Cor. 9:6-12; Matt. 6:19-21.

Paul desires for them to know that as a result of their gift brought to him by Epaphroditus, he has all the things he needs for now.  This sacrificial gift of the Philippians was a sweet smelling savor before God.

As Paul closes his epistle he assures the Philippians that God will continue to supply all our needs.  Recognizing this fact, we should live in such a way that brings glory to God and to his holy name.

Paul closes by giving salutation to every saint (the holy ones) in Christ Jesus.  He extends greetings from the brethren in Rome and specifically refers to those of Caesar’s household such as the slaves, cooks, and guards. Paul’s closing line is a familiar one as he used it in many of his epistles.  Paul desires that God’s grace (unmerited favor) be with them all. 

OUTLINE OF 4:10-23
e. Thanks for the Philippian gift; 4:10-20

f. Paul’s feelings; 4:10-13

i. He rejoiced in their act; 4:10

ii. He did not speak because of want; 4:11-13

g. The Philippian fellowship with Paul; 4:14-16

i. They did well in their present act of fellowship; 4:14

ii. In the past they also had fellowship with Paul; 4:15-16

h. Paul’s feelings (resumed); 4:17-20

i. He did not seek their gift; 4:17

ii. He sought fruit for them;

iii. Because of their gift he now had sufficiency; 4:18

iv. God would supply all their need; 4:19

v. Glory be to God; 4:20
H. Salutation and benediction; 4:21-23

LESSON TWELVE – QUESTIONS – 4:10-23

1. What had given the apostle Paul a great reason to rejoice?  vs. 10

2. What important things had Paul learned since becoming a servant of Christ?  vs. 11-13  Do we sometimes have a problem with being content?

3. What was the attitude of the apostle Paul? vs. 13  Is it important for us to maintain a positive attitude?

4. Had the church at Philippi helped Paul before?  vs. 14-16  When?

5. Is this a good work the church at Philippi was doing for the apostle Paul?  vs. 17

6. How did Paul view the gift sent to him by the church at Philippi thru Epaphroditus?  vs. 18

7. Are we rewarded when we share in the preaching of the gospel with others?  vs. 19-20

8. Who in particular sent greetings to the saints at Philippi by way of the apostle Paul?  vs. 21-22

9. What was Paul’s final prayer for the brethren at Philippi?  vs. 23

LESSON THIRTEEN – REVIEW

LESSON ONE - INTRODUCTION

A. Where do we read about the establishment of the church in Philippi?

B. Why did Paul and his companions decide to go to Philippi?

C. Who were his companions?

D. Who were the first converts in Philippi?

E. Where was Paul when he wrote Philippians?

F. What is the theme of the epistle?

LESSON TWO – 1:1-2

A. In the opening part of this letter, who sends greetings to the church at Philippi?

B. From an organizational view point, where did the church at Philippi stand?

C. Who are bishops and what is their function?

D. Who are deacons and what is their function?

E. Where do grace and peace come from?

LESSON THREE – 1:3-11

A. Where was Paul when he wrote this epistle?

B. What kind of memories did Paul have of the brethren at Philippi?

C. Specifically, why was Paul thankful to the Philippian brethren?

D. What was Paul’s prayer for the Philippians?

E. How should we approve things that are excellent?

LESSON FOUR – 1:12-18

A. Paul was in prison when this epistle was written but had it hindered the gospel?

B. What was the end result of Paul’s chains on believers?

C. Why were some preaching the gospel and did this cause Paul any distress?

D. What does it mean to be set for the defense of the gospel?

LESSON FIVE – 1:19-30

A. How did Paul explain his purpose for life?

B. Is death gain for everyone?

C. What were the two conflicting desires of Paul that he expressed in verses 23-24?

D. What kind of report did Paul want to hear of the brethren at Philippi?

E. What attitude were they to have toward suffering for Christ?

LESSON SIX – 2:1-11

A. What should our attitude be toward one another as brethren?

B. What example did Christ display for us?

C. To what degree did Christ humble himself for us?

D. To what degree did God exalt Jesus?

E. What is the end result of God exalting Jesus?

LESSON SEVEN – 2:12-18

A. How do we work out our own salvation?

B. What things are necessary for children of God to be blameless and harmless?

C. Why should we do all things without murmuring and disputing?

D. What would give Paul reason to rejoice?

LESSON EIGHT – 2:19-30

A. Who did Paul send to Philippi and why?

B. What do most people seek after in this life?

C. How did Paul feel about Timothy?

D. What did Paul want to do in the near future?

E. Who was Epaphroditus and how were the Philippians to receive him?

LESSON NINE – 3:1-11

A. Who does Paul warn the brethren at Philippi to be on the lookout for and why?

B. Did Paul have reason to boast in the flesh as a result of his Jewish ancestry?

C. How did Paul view his former life in Judaism?

D. What was now the desire of the apostle Paul?

LESSON TEN – 3:12-21

A. How did Paul view himself?

B. Did Paul have goals he wanted to attain?

C. What is the goal of every Christian?

D. How do Christians walk by the same rule and have the same mind?

E. Who are enemies of the cross?

F. Where is our citizenship as Christians?

LESSON ELEVEN – 4:1-9

A. How important is it to stand fast and be of the same mind?

B. What is the book of Life?

C. How often should we rejoice?

D. What is God’s remedy for anxiety?

E. What kind of peace does God offer?

F. What should we think about?

LESSON TWELVE – 4:10-23

A. What had given the apostle Paul a great reason to rejoice?

B. What did Paul learn about being content?

C. Why did the apostle Paul have such a positive attitude?

D. When did the church at Philippi begin to help Paul?

E. Are we rewarded when we share in the preaching of the gospel with others?
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