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Lesson 1: Dealing With Temptation (Part 1)

Study the following outline, and then answer the questions that follow.

I. Some Things To Think About

A. Remember why Jesus died.

1. Titus 2:11-14; 2 Cor. 5:14-15.

2. Jesus died so that we might separate ourselves from sin and live for Him.

3. Every time we overcome temptation we honor His sacrifice.

B. Every temptation can be overcome.

1. 1 Corinthians 10:13.

2. “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

C. The pleasure of sin is passing—it doesn’t last very long.

1. Hebrews 11:24-26.

2. 1 John 2:15-17.

3. Illustration: chewing gum.

4. The pain will last longer than the pleasure.

D. “Each victory will help you some other to win” (Yield Not To Temptation).

1. You get a little stronger with each temptation you resist.

2. Say no to sexual immorality and it will be easier the next time.

3. Say no to alcohol, to drugs, to viewing pornography, to dancing—it will be easier the next time.

4. Refuse to say those unkind words, and you’ll have an easier time the next time.
E. Overconfidence can get us in a lot of trouble (makes us a lot less cautious).

1. 1 Corinthians 10:12.

2. Remember Peter. He was so sure he would not deny Christ, but he did.

II. Some Things To Do

A. Pray.

1. “Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” (Matt. 6:13).

2. “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:41).

3. Hebrews 2:16-18; 4:14-16.

4. “Ask the Savior to help you, comfort, strengthen, and keep you; He is willing to aid you, He will carry you through” (Yield Not To Temptation).

5. “In seasons of distress and grief my soul has often found relief, and oft escaped the tempter’s snare, by thy return, sweet hour and prayer” (Sweet Hour of Prayer).

B. Flee temptation and sin (get away from it and stay as far away as possible).

1. 1 Corinthians 6:18; 10:14; 1 Timothy 6:9-11; 2 Timothy 2:22.

2. You may have to literally flee, in some cases (look at Joseph in Genesis 39:7-12).

C. Guard your heart (or mind) with all diligence (Proverbs 4:23).

1. In other words, keep bad things out and put good things in.

2. Be very careful about what you watch, what you listen to, what you read.

a. Job made “a covenant with his eyes” (Job 31:1).

3. Fill your mind with the word of God.

a. “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psalms 119:11).

b. 1 John 2:14.

D. “Shun evil companions” (Yield Not To Temptation).

1. Proverbs 12:26.

E. Remove any stumbling blocks in your path—anything that might be leading you into sin.

1. Matthew 5:29-30.

F. Keep your anger in check.

1. Ephesians 4:26-27.

2. Anger makes it harder to control both your words and your actions.
G. Learn to desire good things instead of sinful things.

1. James 1:13-15.

2. 1 Corinthians 10:6—don’t desire “evil things.”

3. In short, learn to “love righteousness and hate lawlessness” (Hebrews 1:9).

1. What does the devil do when we resist him? (James 4:7). For good?
2. What will enable us to stand against the wiles (tricks) of the devil? (Ephesians 6:11).

3. Why did David hide God’s word in his heart? (Psalms 119:9-11).

4. Read 1 John 2:14. Who had these “young men” overcome? How?

5. T   F   Some temptations are just too hard to resist. (1 Corinthians 10:13).

6. How did Joseph handle the temptation to commit sexual immorality? (Genesis 39:7-12). Talk about what he said, and what he did.

7. What did Jesus teach His disciples to pray about temptation? (Matthew 6:13).

8. Why did Jesus want His disciples to pray in the garden of Gethsemane? (Matthew 26:41).

9. Why is Jesus so qualified to help us in time of temptation? (Hebrews 2:16-18; 4:14-16).

10. Explain how someone is tempted? (James 1:13-15).
11. What should we do about anything that is causing us to sin? (Matthew 5:27-30; Mark 9:43-48).
Lesson 2: Dealing With Temptations (Part 2)

1. Is there any drawback to the pleasure of sin? (Hebrews 11:24-26).

2. Read 1 John 2:15-17. What command is given? What is passing away? Who will abide forever?

3. Peter was so sure that he would not deny Jesus (Matthew 26:31-35), but he did (Matthew 26:69-75). What should we learn from what happened to Peter?

4. What did Job make with his eyes? (Job 31:1). What did he mean by that?

5. T   F   It is harder to keep from sinning when you’re angry. (Ephesians 4:26-27).

6. Why should we choose our friends carefully? (Proverbs 12:26).

7. What should we flee and what should we pursue? (2 Timothy 2:22).

8. What happens to those who desire to be rich? (1 Timothy 6:9-10).

9. How did Jesus respond each time he was tempted? (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).

10. T   F   After he tempted Jesus, Satan left Jesus alone for good (Luke 4:13).

11. Describe the condition of one who endures temptation? (James 1:12).

Lesson 3: Peer Pressure

1. What does Exodus 23:2 say about following a crowd?

2. What did Jesus say about the way of the majority? (Matthew 7:13-14).

3. What kept some Jewish rulers from confessing Jesus, even though they believed in Him? (John 12:42-43).

4. What kept some from believing in Jesus? (John 5:44).

5. Why didn’t the blind man’s parents acknowledge that Jesus had healed their son? 
John 9:18-23).

6. What kept some from speaking openly about Jesus? (John 7:10-13).

7. If Herod did not want to execute John the Baptist, why did he go ahead with it? 
(Mark 6:14-26).

8. Who is blessed, according to Jesus? (Luke 6:22-23).

9. Who does Jesus pronounce a “woe” upon in Luke 6:26?

10. What will people think when we don’t do the sinful things they are doing? (1 Peter 4:1-4).

11. When sinners try to entice us to do wrong, how should we react? (Proverbs 1:10-19, especially verses 10 and 15).

12. How can Christians help one another withstand peer pressure? (Hebrews 3:12-13).

13. Can peer pressure work in a positive way? In other words, if you do what is right, can you influence others to do the same? (2 Corinthians 9:1-2).

14. What influence did Joshua have on his generation? (Joshua 24:31).

15. Why did God want the Israelites to utterly destroy the people in the land of Canaan? (Deuteronomy 7:1-5).

16. Why should we not be envious of sinners? (Psalms 37:1-2; Proverbs 24:19-20).

17. Who will be the “in crowd” in the day of judgment? (Revelation 22:14).

Lesson 4: Choosing the Right Companions

1.  What effect can evil companions have on us? (1 Corinthians 15:33).

2.  What warning is given about our relationship with unbelievers in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18?

3.  Why should the righteous choose his friends carefully? (Proverbs 12:26).

4.  What advantage is there to walking with wise men? (Proverbs 13:20).

5.  With whom should we not associate, according to Proverbs 20:19?

6.  With whom should we not associate, according to Proverbs 24:21-22?

7.  For what reason should we not be friends with an angry man? (Proverbs 22:24-25).

8.  With whom should we not “mix,” and why? (Proverbs 23:19-21).

9.  Why should we not desire to be with evil men? (Proverbs 24:1-2).

10.  According to Proverbs 28:7 and 29:3, with whom should we not become companions?

11.  Who has many “friends”? (14:20; 19:4, 6).

12.  What are some characteristics of a true friend? (17:17; 27:6, 9, 17).

13.  What is essential to having friends? (18:24).

Friends and Companions:

Summary of the Teaching in Proverbs

We should not choose as companions…

· Wicked people (12:26).

· Foolish people (13:20).

· Evil people—those who plot violence and other trouble (24:1-2).

· Talebearers, gossips—those who can’t be trusted to keep a secret (20:19).

· Those who rebel against authority (24:21-22).

· Angry, hot-tempered people (22:24-25).

· Winebibbers, gluttons (23:20-21; 28:7).

· Harlots (29:3).

· Those who are insincere in their friendship (27:14; 27:6).

If we choose the wrong companions…

· We could be led astray (12:26).

· We could be destroyed (13:20).

· We could learn their ways and set a snare for our soul (22:24-25).

· We could, in the case of a gossip, have our secrets revealed (20:19).

· We could shame or disgrace our parents (28:7).

· We could waste our money on sinful living (29:3; 23:21).

· We could get caught up in the calamity and ruin that comes to them (24:21-22).
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· Wise people, because they will make us wiser (13:20).

· Those who are willing to correct or rebuke us (27:6).

· Those who will give us good counsel (27:9).

· Those who will help sharpen our character (27:17).

· Those who will love us at all times, good or bad (17:17).

· Those who will stick closer to us than a brother (18:24).

Some New Testament Teaching

 “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits’” (1 Corinthians 15:33).

 To be a good influence (Matthew 5:13-16), we should have some association with the people of the world (Matthew 11:19; 1 Corinthians 5:9-10), but we must never become “unequally yoked together” with them (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). The yoke becomes “unequal” when they begin to drag us down, when they constantly put us in tempting situations (Matthew 6:13), when we begin to participate in their worldliness (Ephesians 5:7, 11).

 The majority of our time should be spent with those who can exhort us to faithful living (Hebrews 3:12-13; 10:25); those who can encourage us (Romans 1:12); those who can warn us, comfort us, and uphold us (1 Thessalonians 5:14).

 Consider some good friends Paul had:

 Titus, who brought comfort to Paul when he was downcast (2 Corinthians 7:6-7).

 Some officials in Asia, who pleaded with Paul not to go into the mob in Ephesus (Acts 19:31).

 Epaphroditus, who risked his life to supply Paul’s needs while he was in prison (Philippians 2:25, 30).

 Aquila and Priscilla, who risked their own necks for Paul’s life (Romans 16:3-4).

 Onesiphorus, who often refreshed Paul and was not ashamed of his chains (2 Timothy 1:16-18).

 Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, who supplied what Paul was lacking and refreshed his spirit (1 Corinthians 16:17-18).

 Barnabas, who convinced the apostles that Paul was a genuine disciple of the Lord (Acts 9:26-28).

 Timothy, who as a son with his father served with Paul in the gospel (Philippians 2:19-22).

 Philemon, described by Paul as a beloved friend (Philemon 1:1), one who gave joy and consolation to others by his love (Philemon 1:7).

 It is indeed a blessing to be called, as Abraham was, a friend of God (James 2:24).

 Jesus said, “You are My friends if you do whatever I command you” (John 15:14).

 Who better to have as a friend than Jesus, One who has promised, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5); One who will stand with us when others have deserted us (2 Timothy 4:16-18).

“There’s not a friend like the lowly Jesus, No, not one! No, not one! None else can heal all our soul’s diseases, No, not one! No, not one! No friend like Him is so high and holy, No, not one! No, not one! And yet no friend is so meek and lowly, No, not one! No, not one! There’s not an hour that He is not near us, No, not one! No, not one! No night so dark but His love can cheer us, No, not one! No, not One! Jesus knows all about our struggles; He will guide till the day is done; There’s not a friend like the lowly Jesus, No, not one! No, not one! (Songs of the Church, #578, “There’s Not A Friend”). 

Lesson 5: Dancing

INTRODUCTION:

1. In this lesson on dancing, we’re talking primarily about the modern dance, the type that is so popular among teens (sometimes pre-teens) and young adults.

2. Is it harmless, or is it harmful? More specifically, it is pleasing to God or displeasing?

3. Let’s begin by looking at a word not familiar to many…

BODY:

I. THE SIN OF LASCIVIOUSNESS

A. The Greek word is “aselgia,” and it used 9 times in the New Testament (Mark 7:22; Romans 13:13; 2 Corinthians 12:21; Galatians 5:19; Ephesians 4:19; 1 Peter 4:3; 2 Peter 2:7; 2 Peter 2:18; Jude 1:4.

1. For the purpose of our study, let’s focus on Galatians 5:19, where it is condemned as a work of the flesh. Both the King James Version and the American Standard Version use the word “lasciviousness” in this passage, but other translations use the following words:

a. NKJV—“lewdness”; NASV—“sensuality”; NIV—“debauchery”; RSV—“licentiousness”; NEB—“indecency”

B. DEFINITIONS:

1. Thayer on the Greek word, aselgia: “unbridled lust…wanton acts or manners (including) filthy words, indecent bodily movements, unchaste handling of males and females.”

2. Webster’s New World Dictionary on the word lascivious: “tending to excite lustful desires.”

3. So anything that excites or arouses the lust of the flesh (among unmarried people) is sinful.

a. This could include words that we speak, movies that we watch, clothes that we wear (or don’t wear), and the kind of contact we have with the opposite sex (note Thayer’s definition above, especially the part about “indecent bodily movements” and “unchaste handling of males and females”).

C. PASSAGES TO CONSIDER:

1. Matthew 5:28—It is wrong to lust for another person.

2. Matthew 18:6-7—It is wrong to arouse lust in another person.

3. So the question becomes, does dancing arouse the lusts of the flesh? Does dancing qualify as lasciviousness?

II. EVEN NON-CHRISTIANS RECOGNIZE DANCING AS LUSTFUL...

A. “Because of its physical appeal, dance lends itself to erotic purposes and has been practiced to these ends by both sexes.”—Encyclopedia Britannica, “The Art Of Dance”, Vol. 5, p. 455-456 (1979 edition).

B. “The social dance has usually been the result of joint physical exuberance and sex stimuli...”—Collier’s Encyclopedia, “Dance”, Vol. 7, p. 683 (1964 edition).

C. “Another motive for the dance is the sexual motive—the dance has always been used as a means of expressing sexual desire and as a means of wooing...We find this same sex motive in the modern ballroom dance, which has now degenerated into dull and stupid forms, but it is a legitimate opportunity for contact.”—Dance We Must (1938, reprinted 1950), p. 6 (from a series of lectures given by Ted Shawn at George Peabody College For Teachers).

D. “The development of no-contact dances has come about because one doesn’t now need a social excuse to embrace a girl, but as an excitant it need not involve contact at all—in fact, dances like the flamenco or the twist are far more erotic than a clinch because you aren’t too close to see one another. At its best this sort of dance is simply intercourse by remote control.”—The Joy Of Sex, Alex Comfort, p. 162 (1972)

III. COMMON SENSE TELLS US THAT DANCING IS LUSTFUL...

A. What would be your reaction if you saw an entire dance floor with people of the same sex dancing together?

1. If dancing is not a sexual activity, there would be no reaction at all!

2. But most would be shocked, suspecting they had stumbled into a “gay” dance.

B. Listen to what is simply common sense:

1. If we would expect such a dance to be an expression of “gay” sensuality...

2. How can we deny that people of the opposite sex dancing together are an expression of heterosexual activity?

C. Consider Romans 13:14: “Make no provision for the flesh to fulfill its lusts.” Are we not making provision for the flesh when we participate in dancing?

IV. COMMONLY RAISED OBJECTIONS

A. “DANCING MAY ‘TURN ON’ OTHER PEOPLE, BUT I DON’T REACT THAT WAY...”

1. For the sake of argument, let’s assume that some people either:

a. Do not have strong sexual urges.

b. Have grown spiritually to the point they can keep their urges under control.

2. The dancing under consideration involves two persons

a. Even if one is not so affected, the other may be!

b. In which case, the unaffected person becomes a stumbling block to the other person, causing that person to have lustful thoughts.

B. “I CAN’T CONTROL WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK...”

1. Just because we can’t force a person to think right...that is no reason to encourage them to think wrong!

2. We must be careful to not cause anyone to either think immorally or act immorally.

3. As we’ve already pointed out, we must not be a stumbling block—Ro 14:13,21; 
1 Co 8:13; 10:31-32.

4. This is a serious offense, as Jesus points out in Matthew 18:6-7.

C. “HOW CAN ANYTHING WRONG GO ON, IF IT IS TIGHTLY SUPERVISED...?”

1. Chaperons can supervise what people are doing, but they cannot supervise what people are thinking.

2. Chaperons can inhibit only what happens on the dance floor...

3. What about afterwards...on the way home?

a. When there is no one to restrain the desires that were aroused during the dance?

4. Ann Landers: “When you turn a guy on, he can be awfully hard to turn off.”

D. “DANCING IS GOOD EXERCISE...”

1. There are many alternative forms of exercise that do not excite the lusts of the flesh in yourself or others.

2. Are you willing to become a stumbling block to others, just so you can get some exercise? Isn’t that rather selfish?

E. “DANCING IS MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE...”

1. There are four categories of dancing mentioned in the Bible:

a. Religious dances of the Old Testament—Exodus 15:20-21; 2 Samuel 6:14.

b. Expressions of great rejoicing—1 Samuel 18:6.

c. The play of children—Job 21:11; Luke 7:32.

d. Passionate dances, like that of Salome, before King Herod Matthew 14:6.

2. Do the first three categories justify Christians engaging in the modern dance today? No, for these are nothing like what is being discussed in this lesson.

3. There is not a trace of evidence in the Bible that men and women danced as couples.

a. “While the mode of dancing is not known in detail, it is clear that men and women did not generally dance together, and there is no real evidence that they ever did. Social amusement was hardly a major purpose of dancing, and the modern method of dancing by couples is unknown.”—Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia Of The Bible, “Dancing”, Vol. 2, p. 12 (1977).

b. “Social dancing, as we now understand it, was almost, if not altogether, unknown in ancient times...Hastings Bible Dictionary, p. 550.

c. “Women seemed generally to have danced by themselves...Of the social dancing of couples in the modern fashion there is no trace.”—International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, “Games”, p. 1170.

d. In fact, dancing in the form of mixed couples did not exist before the 12th Century A.D.—“There is no evidence of couples dancing together, however; that was to happen much later, probably in Provence in the 12th Century.” Encyclopedia Britannica, “The Art Of Dance”, Vol. 5, p.452 (1979).

4. The only thing close to the modern dance today that is mentioned in the Bible is the dance of Herodias’ daughter, Salome (and look what happened!).

CONCLUSION:

1. Remember these two points:

a. It is wrong to lust in our hearts after others.

b. It is wrong to conduct ourselves in any way that would stir up lust in others. When we do that, we are guilty of lasciviousness, and we have become a stumbling block.

2. Does dancing stir up lust? It most certainly does.

3. Read Romans 13:11-14.

Going to the Dance?

Answer These Questions First

· God says: “Keep yourself pure” (1 Timothy 5:22). Can you go to this dance and still obey this commandment? Will you be able to keep your words, thoughts and actions pure?

· Will going to this dance increase or decrease your influence? Remember, you are supposed to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world (Matthew 5:13-16). (Hint: I know quite a few people who will think less of you).

· God says: “Be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). Can you go to this dance and still be this kind of example?

· Is it possible that your actions on the dance floor could become a stumbling block to someone else? In other words, is it possible that you could cause someone to lust? Keep in mind what Jesus said about one who causes others to sin: “It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18:6-7).

· Is it possible that you could lust yourself, and if you do, would that be wrong? (Matthew 5:28).

· God says: “Make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts” (Romans 13:14). Does dancing provide an opportunity for the flesh?

· “Lasciviousness” (KJV) or “licentiousness” (NKJV) is listed in Galatians 5:19 as “a work of the flesh.” You may not be real familiar with this word, so here are some phrases included in the definition of this word: “absence of restraint, indecency, wanton acts or manners, such as filthy words, indecent bodily movements, unchaste handling of males and females” (Vine and Thayer). Now, think about the dance—the environment, the language, the clothing, the actual dancing—will all of this promote or reduce the opportunities for lasciviousness?

· God says: “Flee…youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). Are you really running away from youthful lusts when you go to a dance?

· God says: “Resist the devil” (James 4:7). Is this your idea of resisting the devil—going to a dance?

· God says, “Do not give the devil an opportunity” (Ephesians 4:27). Will going to this dance give or deprive the devil an opportunity?

· Do you remember the story about Joseph and Potiphar’s wife? When she tried to get him to have sexual relations with him, he adamantly refused, going so far as to run away from her (Genesis 39:7-12). Would it have been okay for him to say, “I can’t do that, but why don’t we dance together?”
· Would David have maintained his purity if he had danced with Bathsheba instead of going to bed with her? (2 Samuel 11:1-4).

· How does this sound to you? “Put on your homecoming (or prom) dress, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11, reworded).

· God says: “Those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5:24). Will going to this dance keep these desires buried or bring them back to life?

· Are you absolutely convinced that this is the right thing to do? Do you have any doubts at all? (Please read Romans 14:23).

· If you were motivated solely by a desire to please God (2 Cor. 5:9)—not yourself or others—would you still go to this dance?

· If Jesus comes again while you’re at this dance, will you face Him with confidence, or with shame (1 John 2:28)?

Lesson 6: Sexual Immorality (Part 1)

1. Using 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, answer the following questions.

a. What is the will of God on sexual immorality?

b. How should each person possess his/her own vessel?

c. For what purpose did God call us?

d. When you reject this teaching, whom do you reject?

2. Using 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, answer the following questions.

a. The body is not for ________ ___________ but for the _________.

b. Our bodies are members of ______________.

c. What should we not do with the members of Christ?

d. Explain what it means to flee sexual immorality. How did Joseph flee sexual immorality? (Genesis 39:7-12).

e. Explain how one who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.

f. Our body is the temple of the _________ ___________.

g. What “obligates” us to use our bodies to glorify God?

3. What happened to some Israelites who committed sexual immorality? (1 Corinthians 10:8; see also Numbers 25:1-9).

4. Read carefully Galatians 5:19-21 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10. Can you practice these things and still go to heaven?

5. What should not even be named among Christians? (Ephesians 5:3).

6. How did Tamar react when Amnon tried to lie with her? (2 Samuel 13:10-12).

7. According to Colossians 3:3, when we become a Christian, we die, that is, the old man dies. What are some practices that should die with the old man? (Colossians 3:5).

8. According to 1 Corinthians 5:1-13, what obligation do we have toward a fellow-Christian who is committing sexual immorality?

9. In what relationship should sexual desires be fulfilled? (Hebrews 13:4; see also 1 Corinthians 7:2).

10. Where do sexual sins begin? (Matthew 15:19). So what should we be careful to guard? (Proverbs 4:23).

11. What did Jesus say about looking upon to woman to lust after her? (Matthew 5:27-28).

12. What is the only reason Jesus gives for divorcing your husband or wife? (Matthew 19:3-9). What are you guilty of if you divorce your spouse for some other reason and marry again?

13. Where will the sexually immoral spend eternity? (Revelation 21:8; 22:14-15).

Lesson 7: Sexual Immorality (Part 2)

Lessons from Proverbs

INTRODUCTION:

1. The Book of Proverbs is filled with wise, practical instruction for just about every area of life.

2. One subject dealt with extensively in the Book of Proverbs is the sin of sexual immorality.

3. Let’s take a look at what it says, but as we do, keep this in mind:

a. Most of the passages in Proverbs deal specifically with the sin of adultery (unfaithfulness to your marriage companion), but please don’t confine your application to that one form of sexual immorality. 

b. Many of the principles we will observe in our study also apply to sex before marriage.

BODY:

I. Some Practical Lessons

A. Acquiring knowledge, wisdom and understanding is the key to preventing this sin.

1. Who is it that will have the strength to overcome this temptation? Those who diligently seek after knowledge, wisdom, and understanding.

a. Read Proverbs 2:10-16; 6:20-24; 7:1-5.

2. On the other hand, those who lack knowledge, wisdom and understanding are the most vulnerable to this sin.

a. Read 6:32; 9:13-18.

3. So our best defense against sexual immorality, and any other sin for that matter, is a thorough knowledge and understanding of God’s word. How exactly does God’s word help us?

a. First, it teaches us all we need to know about this sin of sexual immorality. There is abundant teaching on this subject, both in the Old Testament, and the New. We need to know it all. It’s there to help us.

b. It also teaches us about the seriousness of sin…about the passing pleasures of sin…about how much God loves us and how much He desires for us to live righteously.

c. Someone may say, “There’s a lot more to it than just knowing right and wrong.”

(1) True, but with greater knowledge comes greater courage, greater conviction, greater spirituality, and all this will help us overcome this sin.

B. We cannot afford to play around with this temptation. We must get as far away from it as possible. We must take every necessary precaution.

1. Read Proverbs 5:7-8; 7:24-26.

2. Joseph is a great example of what we’re talking about.

a. Read Genesis 39:7-12.

b. “Flee sexual immorality” is the command found in 1 Corinthians 6:18. That’s exactly what Joseph was doing, and that’s exactly what we need to do.

3. We need to have a healthy respect for the power of this temptation, and avoid those situations that could lead to sin.

a. Read Romans 13:13-14. We make “provision for the flesh” when we put ourselves in tempting situations, such as…

(1) Being alone in one of your parents’ homes.

(2) Going “parking” on a date. (A lot of teenage sexual immorality happens in a car.)

(3) A married person spending a lot of time with someone else’s spouse.

C. We must not be taken in by smooth, flattering, enticing speech.

1. Read Proverbs 2:16; 5:3; 6:24; 7:5, 21.

2. Obviously, it is not just women who are guilty of this. Many men will use whatever line they can think of to get what they want.

3. There’s nothing wrong with boys praising their girlfriends, but when the motive is sex, there is definitely something wrong with it.

4. Boys will often say things like:

a. “You’re body is so beautiful; you don’t need to hide it.”

b. “If you really love me, you’ll do this.”

c. “This will bring us closer together.”

d.  “We’ll probably get married one day, so let’s just go ahead and do it.”

5. We need to recognize these lines for what they are--lies, intimidation, an attempt to get us to do something that is very wrong.

6. But there’s one other point I want to make along these lines. Read Proverbs 9:16-17. 

a. One reason sexual immorality is so enticing is that is forbidden. There is some daring involved in it, because it is off limits.

b. It’s the old “forbidden fruit” syndrome. Adam and Eve could eat of whatever tree they wanted except one. Did that satisfy them? No. They had to try that one.

c. Advertisers sometimes use the ploy, “Don’t read this.”

d. We’ve got to be above this. Yes, there are things we are forbidden to do, but there is a good reason behind it. There’s enough fulfillment in doing right.

D. Sexual immorality has some very serious consequences.

1. Read 2:18-19; 5:3-6; 6:25-29; 6:32-35.

2. Consider also Proverbs 5:12-14.

a. Don’t be one of those who say, “Oh, I wish I would have listened.”

b. Listen now and avoid the consequences.

E. This sin cannot be hidden from God.

1. If two people are very careful, they can keep this sin from anyone else. But God will know. Read Proverbs 5:20-21.

2. There are many young people who are afraid of their parents finding out. “They would be so disappointed.” How do you think God feels?

3. You hear the expression sometimes, “a secret affair.” There is no such thing. God knows and He’s the one we should be most concerned about. It was in His presence that we promised to be faithful. It was He who joined us together.

a. Proverbs 2:17 in NIV: “who has left the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant made before God.”

F. The marriage relationship is where sexual desires should be fulfilled.

1. Proverbs 5:15-20 emphasizes this.

2. See also Hebrews 13:4.

CONCLUSION:

If we’re not careful, we can let the attitude of the world toward this subject shape our attitude. We need to have the very same attitude that God has.

1. Lesson 8: Immodest Clothing

2. The virtuous woman of Proverbs 31—how was she clothed? (Proverbs 31:22, 25). What comment is made later about charm and beauty? (Proverbs 31:30).

3. What, or who should we put on, according to Romans 13:13-14? What impact should this have on our choice of clothing?
4. How should women adorn themselves, according to 1 Peter 3:3-4?

5. What should we all wear, according to 1 Peter 5:5?

6. How should women adorn themselves, according to 1 Timothy 2:9-10? Does this passage have any application to men?

7. What kind of clothes did Adam and Eve make for themselves? (Genesis 3:7). What did God make for them? (Genesis 3:21)?

8. Proverbs 7:21 mentions “enticing speech.” Is there such a thing as enticing clothing? If so, what are some examples?

9. Jesus warns us about causing others to sin (Matthew 18:6-7). Can we cause others to sin by the clothes we wear?

10. Jesus also warns about looking upon a woman to lust for her (Matthew 5:28). Would the woman share in the guilt if she wore enticing clothes?

11. If lascivious means “tending to excite lustful desires,” could there be such a thing as lascivious clothes?

The Clothing of the Godly

Steve Klein

People are often identified by the clothes they wear. In the Bible clothing identified people as being widows, harlots, kings, rich men, men, women and wedding guests. Today, just by looking at a person’s attire, we can identify doctors, nurses, policemen, firemen, soldiers, football players, ballet dancers, and bums (uh, I mean street people). In 1 Timothy 2:9-10, the apostle Paul instructs women to dress in a way that ”befits women making a claim to godliness” (NASB). Certainly it would not be fitting or proper for a soldier to dress in the attire of a bum or for a policeman to dress as a doctor. Likewise, it is improper for the godly to dress in clothing that is characteristic of the ungodly.

When Paul instructs us to wear “modest apparel” (1 Timothy 2:9), he is in effect commanding us to dress in a way that is proper for godly individuals. Webster’s 7th New Collegiate Dictionary defines the word “modest” as “observing the proprieties of dress.” It defines “propriety” as “the quality or state of being proper.” But what is proper for those who are godly? The inspired apostle himself gives us the answer. “Modest apparel” for the person who is godly is apparel that can be worn “with shamefacedness and sobriety” (1 Timothy 2:9). The phrase “with shamefacedness” refers to the fact that a sense of shame is to be demonstrated by our attire. A godly man or woman will dress in a way that shows an appreciation for the fact that God considers nakedness to be shameful (cf. Revelation 3:18). Realizing that God still considered Adam and Eve to be naked even after they had partially clothed themselves with aprons made of fig leaves (Genesis 3:7-10, 21), the godly are not satisfied with being partially clothed. But rather, godly men and women dress in clothes that are designed to cover, not reveal. Now ask yourself, “Are shorts, short skirts, halter tops, sun dresses and bathing suits designed to cover or reveal?” Surely a person cannot wear such clothing in public “with shamefacedness.”

What about the word “sobriety” as it occurs in 1 Timothy 2:9? Both W.E. Vine in his Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, and R.C. Trench in his book Synonyms of the New Testament, agree that “sobriety” refers to “that habitual inner self government with its constant rein on all the passions and desires which would hinder the temptation to these from arising.” So, godly people dress in a way that hinders temptation. If you profess to be godly, ask yourself, “Are my clothes designed to incite lust or hinder it? Do they cause others to stumble or do they prevent such stumbling?” Often people attempt to justify their clothing by making a claim like the following: “My clothes wouldn’t make anyone lust!” But the question should be, “Do your clothes hinder anyone from lusting?”

Those interested in conforming to the will of God will be concerned about whether or not they dress in a way that is proper for godly people to dress. Do your clothes identify you as godly? “Godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life which now is, and of that which is to come” (1 Timothy 4:8b).

“Bare” Season is Here Again!

No, not the furry creature. That’s spelled b-e-a-r. “Bare” season rolls around every summer, when the weather gets real hot. It’s called “bare” season, because men and women, in an effort to keep cool, will “bare” more of their skin. Bathing suits, short shorts, and low-cut tops become the order of the day. Little, if any thought is given to what God says on the matter.

According to God, licentiousness (or lasciviousness) is a work of the flesh, a sin (Galatians 5:19-21). What does this have to with how we dress? Consider the following definition of lascivious: “Tending to excite lustful desires.” So anything that might excite lustful desires could be called “lascivious.” We know that certain types of clothing can excite lustful desires, or else all those TV ads wouldn’t be so successful. Proverbs 7:21 speaks of “enticing speech.” Just as surely as there is enticing speech, there is enticing clothing. In other words, people can be seduced by clothes, or the lack thereof.

What kind of clothing could be labeled lascivious, or enticing? What about short shorts and short skirts? Can they excite lustful desires? We know the answer to that, don’t we? What about bathing suits? Or tight-fitting clothes? Or outfits that can be easily seen through? Tops that expose cleavage? What about men who go without a shirt?

The opposite of lascivious is chaste (see Titus 2:5 where this word is used). Consider these definitions of chaste: “Pure, decent, or modest in nature, behavior, dress, etc. Behavior, dress, speech, etc., that exhibits morality or purity.” So our dress should not be lascivious or enticing. It should be chaste. We should put more emphasis on concealing than revealing.

“Bare” season is here. Let’s make sure we don’t bare too much.

Mixed Swimming

by Bill Hall

On the question of mixed swimming there are three possible positions:

1. It is right. If this position be correct, mixed swimming is right, whether one be an elder, deacon, preacher, or whatever; whether one be in Florida or Alabama; whether one be among friends at home or among strangers in some distant city.

2. It is wrong. If this position be correct, mixed swimming is wrong, whoever one might be, and wherever he might be; whether at home or on vacation. It is wrong for the teenager as well as for the adult.

3. It is right, but the principle of Romans 14 is applicable. According to this principle, one should forgo the practice if thereby his “brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak” (14:21). If this third position be correct, the question is in reality a matter of indifference, one that involves no inherent wrong, one in which every man is to be “fully convinced in his own mind” (14:5). If this position be correct, opponents of mixed swimming are in reality “weak” brethren, to be received, “but not to disputes over doubtful things” (14: 1). Those who are willing to forgo legitimate rights for the sake of their influence among brethren are to be commended, but is this really the correct position? Are those who oppose mixed swimming weak brethren, objecting to that which in reality is wholesome and good?

The issue centers upon the question of dress. Is a swimsuit justifiable in the light of 1 Timothy 2:9? “In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety...” The following definitions should be helpful:

Modest:  ”orderly, well arranged, decent” (W.E. Vine).

Shamefastness:  ”a sense of shame, modesty”(W.E. Vine). “Shamefastness is that modesty which is ‘fast’ or rooted in the character” (Davies, Bible English, p. 12). The word “fast” means “firmly fixed.” The “bedfast” person is firmly fixed in his bed. The shamefast person is firmly fixed in a sense of shame or modesty. Shamefastness is the opposite of boldness or brazenness.

Sobriety:  “denotes soundness of mind”(W.E. Vine). “It is that habitual inner self-government, with its constant rein on all the passions and desires, which would hinder the temptation to these from arising…” (Trench).

Combining these definitions, we conclude that a woman must dress modestly, decently, with a sense of shame or modesty that is rooted, or firmly fixed, in her character; not with boldness; in such a way that anyone looking at her would have the impression that here is a woman who keeps a constant rein on all her passions and desires. These definitions force us to accept position two. And while we do not desire to be ugly or rude, we do ask with candor those who accept either of the other two positions, “If a swimsuit would be acceptable in the light of these passages, please tell us what attire would be unacceptable?”
Lesson 9: Internet: Good Or Evil?

Many people now own personal computers and through these computers have access to the Internet, and to a part of the Internet known as the World Wide Web. Let’s look first at some dangers posed by the Internet, and then look at some of the positive uses of it.

Dangers

· Pornography.

Unfortunately, many web sites feature nudity, fornication, homosexuality, etc. Obviously, these sites must be completely avoided (see Matt. 5:27-28; Heb. 13:4; Eph. 5:11-12).

· Improper companionships.

“Chat rooms” have become an increasingly popular feature of the Internet. These chat rooms allow you to “talk” with people from really every part of the world. Obviously, this can be a good thing, but in some cases, it fosters some dangerous relationships. There have actually been some cases where someone left their spouse and children for someone they met in a “chat room.” Many people use these “chat rooms” to talk dirty with some complete strangers. Remember the statement made in 1 Corinthians 15:33: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”

· Wasted time.

There is a great temptation to spend far too much time “surfing the net.” The World Wide Web has put a tremendous amount of information right at our fingertips, and while that can be good, it can also become an obsession with us. Remember the admonition given in Eph. 5:15-16: “…walk carefully…redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” It’s awful hard to be “ready for every good work” (Titus 3:1) when so much of our time is spent on the Internet. 

Positive Uses

· Bible Study

The Internet has a wealth of information that can aid us in our study of the Bible. You can find sermons, Bible class material, articles, etc., many by our own brethren. These can be very helpful, as long as we remember to “search the Scriptures to make sure these things are so” (Acts 17:11).

· Teaching the Lost

While nothing can replace personal contact in teaching the lost, it is nice to know that you can put something on the World Wide Web and it can read by people all over the world. We have our own web site here at Prattmont (hometown.aol.com/prattmont), featuring articles, sermons, and class material. Check it out if you haven’t done so already. It gives us one way to “go into all the world” to teach the gospel.

· Encouraging and edifying others.

Another very popular feature of the Internet is e-mail. You can type a letter to someone in the same town, or in some distant location, and they can read that letter on their computer in just a few minutes. What e-mail does is give us another way to encourage, comfort, and edify others. If you have e-mail, why not try to send a note of encouragement to someone every day. It may be to someone in this congregation, to one of the evangelists that we support, or to some other evangelist in a foreign country (I’ll be glad to provide you with some e-mail addresses).

The Internet has great potential for good and for evil. Let’s make sure we make the right choices.

Cyber Sin: Technologically Advanced Immorality?

By Allen Dvorak

It would appear that the Internet will not go the way of the dodo bird or the hoola-hoop. It is not a fad, enjoying temporary popularity, but passing quickly from the scene once its novelty wears off. To the dismay of the technologically reticent, this form of electronic technology is clearly here to stay. In fact, the Internet with all of its capabilities already has a substantial foothold in the lives of many and appears determined to weave its way into additional comers of our lives.

We don’t have to stamp our correspondence with others; we have e-mail (cyber mail). Bank robbers don’t have to enter a literal bank building with a gun and mask anymore; instead they can hack their way into the records of bank clients and transfer money electronically to other accounts (cyber theft). Of course, banks now provide protection against the cyber thief in addition to the gun-and-mask variety (cyber security)!

Both China and the United States are developing cyber warfare capabilities. Cyber warfare may call to the imagination scenes of computers armed with guns marching in lines, but the concept is actually that of the thwarting of electronic capabilities of one’s enemy. Much of modern military capacity depends upon computers and electronic data transfer. The country that can disrupt such capabilities in its enemy’s military forces has a substantial advantage in the event of hostilities.

Cyber porn is already a big industry. Cyber sex is evidently going on in some of the chat rooms that are provided by some web sites. I recently heard a brief discussion about the problem of cyber adultery. Has man created some type of special sin, perhaps a whole new “generation” of sins by the invention of computers and the Internet?

Despite the appearance of some measure of sophistication due to the technology involved, these “cyber sins” are not new. They are the same old sins dressed in different circumstances, facilitated by the use of computers. The truth is that technology has not changed our lives as much as some folks believe. Cyber porn is no different in its essence than dirty pictures painted on walls in ancient Rome! Both appeal to the lust of the flesh (1 John 2:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5). Cyber theft is just covetousness which is identified as a sin (Colossians 3:5). For a married man to lust after a woman whom he has met on the Internet in a chat room is no different in principle than the situation that Jesus described in Matthew 5:28: “But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” In either case, the issue is improper sexual desires.

The Bible is still relevant for us even though we have technological advantages over those who lived when it was written. Don’t be deceived into thinking that just because a computer is involved that certain behavior is not sinful or that “cyber sin” is less serious.

Lesson 10: Drinking

1. Why were Aaron and his sons ordered not to drink wine or intoxicating drink? (Leviticus 10:8-11).

2. How are wine and strong drink described? (Proverbs 20:1).

3. What effects can alcohol have, according to Proverbs 23:29-35?

4. Why were kings and princes warned against intoxicating drink? (Proverbs 31:4-5)?

5. What had caused the priest and the prophet to go astray, according to Isaiah 28:7-8?

The Harmful Effects Of Alcohol

INTRODUCTION:

1.  I don’t think we need to quote any statistics to show how widespread the use of alcohol is. Lots and lots of alcoholic beverages are consumed by lots and lots of people every day.

2.  And it’s not just adults doing the drinking. A lot of teenagers, and some even younger than that are doing their share of drinking.

3.  What does God have to say about this? We know that drunkenness is a sin, but what about moderate drinking?

BODY:

I. Drinking can harm us mentally and physically.

A. Consider the following passages.

1. Leviticus 10:8-11.

2. Proverbs 20:1.

3. Proverbs 23:29-35.

4. Proverbs 31:4-5.

5. Isaiah 28:7-8.

B. Why so many warnings about drinking and driving?

1. Because driving sometimes requires split-second decisions, and alcohol impairs our ability to make those decisions.

2. Reckon how many people have been killed by alcohol? 

C. Many companies don’t want their employees drinking at all during working hours. Why is that?

1. They know it will affect their job performance.

2. So we know that even drinking a moderate amount has some mental and physical consequences.

II. Drinking can harm us spiritually. How?

A. For one, it makes us less resistant to temptation.

1. And we can’t afford to have our resistance weakened the least little bit.

a. Read 1 Peter 5:8.

2. Several years ago the United Tennessee League published a pamphlet outlining the effects of alcohol on different parts of the brain. It was pointed out that the frontal lobe of the brain is the first to be affected by alcohol. What are the consequences when alcohol enters the frontal lobe? Here is the what the study found:

a. Removal of inhibitions; loss of self-control; weakening of willpower; feeling of well being; false confidence; impaired judgment; dulling of attention.

b. How much alcohol does it take to cause these problems? As little as .01 per cent in the blood, according to this study.

c. The things mentioned in this list directly affect our ability to withstand temptation.

d. Let’s put all this in more practical terms. Even just a little bit of alcohol can make us feel a little freer to do things we might not normally do; the temper is harder to control, lust is more difficult to avoid, and we feel like we’re a little more capable of resisting temptation than we really are.

3. Certainly, some examples from the Bible confirm what we’re saying here.

a. When was Noah’s nakedness exposed to his son Ham? After Noah had been drinking (Genesis 9:20-24).

b. When did Lot have sexual relations with his 2 daughters? After he had been drinking (Genesis 19:30-38).

4. It is so important that we have all our defenses in place against Satan.

a. Read Ephesians 6:10-20.

5. Can we sincerely pray, “lead us not into temptation,” and then do something that would compromise our ability to withstand temptation?

B. Drinking can also put us in the wrong company—in the wrong environment in general.

1. A survey was done of high school students in Escambia County, Alabama. One of the questions they were asked was this: Where do students your age usually drink alcohol? 79% said at parties, parties where there was plenty of wrongdoing.

2. Read Proverbs 23:19-21; 1 Peter 4:3.

C. Drinking will simply destroy our influence for good.

1. Read Matthew 5:13-16.

2. Read Philippians 2:14-16.

3. Read Titus 2:8.

D. Drinking can easily take control of us.

1. Read 1 Corinthians 6:12.

2. Not only can it take control of us from a physical and mental standpoint, but also from a financial standpoint.

a. Read Proverbs 21:17, 20.

To Drink or Not To Drink

by Sewell Hall (Christianity Magazine, February 1989)

For many years, controversies have been common among Christians regarding the use, of alcoholic beverages. All who believe the Bible must agree that drunkenness is sin (see Romans 13:13; 1 Corinthians 5:11; 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-21; et. al.). But what about moderate use of alcohol?

Progress toward full agreement may best begin where we now agree. Since all agree that drunkenness is sin, let us explore another question: “Why is drunkenness sin?” Perhaps it is enough to say that God has forbidden it; yet there must be some reason for that fact. Can we not agree that drunkenness is a condition inconsistent with the sobriety enjoined upon all Christians? (See Romans 12:3; 1 Timothy 2:9; 3:11; Titus 2:2; 1 Peter 1:13; et. al.) Now, just how much alcohol is required to produce the undesirable characteristics? That is the question.

As the alcohol content of the blood increases, different parts of the brain are affected. A pamphlet published by the United Tennessee League lists the following consequences produced as the various parts of the brain are affected. Note that these are not in order.

A
Loss of color perception


Distortion


Seeing double


Loss of distance perception

B
Apathy


Depression of respiration


Failure of circulation


Subnormal temperature


Stupor


Shock


Death

C
Dulled or distorted sensibilities Unsteadiness of movement


Inability to write


Speech disturbance


Loss of technical skill

D
Removal of inhibitions


Loss of self-control


Weakening of willpower


Feeling of well-being


False confidence


Impaired judgment


Loquaciousness


Dulling of attention

E
Disturbance of equilibrium & coordination

Which of these would most seriously threaten the character of a Christian? Would you say B? It does include death; drinking to this extreme would be suicide—destroying the life God has given us. This is the last stage of drunkenness, the effect of an alcoholic content in the blood of .25 to .50 percent. Some people do not consider a person really drunk until he reaches this point.

Of the others, which most seriously threatens the character of a Christian? What about D? Inhibitions, self-control, willpower, proper estimate of one’s true spiritual strength, judgment—all of these are extremely important in maintaining good character in the face of temptation. At what point are these affected by alcohol? The answer is extremely significant. The frontal lobe of the brain is that part of the brain that controls these functions and it is the first affected by alcohol. As little as .01 percent in the blood begins to impair these functions so important to godly living.

In other words, the very first effect of alcohol is to make one feel a little freer to do things he would not otherwise do and a little less able to say “No” to things he would normally refuse; to make it a little harder to stand for what is right or even to know what is right. Under the least influence, vulgarity seems a little less vulgar; obscenity a little less obscene, sin a little less sinful, and morality a little less urgent. The temper is harder to control, lust is more difficult to avoid and one feels he is a little more capable of resisting temptation than he really is. Yet, at this point, neither the State nor society would consider him drunk. Of course, the more one drinks, the more pronounced these tendencies become. But can the Christian afford even the least weakening of his moral armor in these days of such powerful and common temptations?

The State does not consider one drunk until he reaches the next set of conditions, those described in C. Their concern is with physical and mental ability to drive a vehicle safely. By that time, the ability to make moral decisions has already been affected and it is with this that the Christian is most concerned.

There are other good reasons for avoiding alcohol: one who does not drink will save a bundle of money through a lifetime; his health will be better; he will never become a “problem drinker”; he is much less likely to find himself getting into trouble in bad company.

Regardless, then, of what the Bible may say about alcohol per se, it is good to avoid it altogether. “Whoever is deceived thereby is not wise” (Proverbs 20:1).
Drink Responsibly??

by Allen Dvorak

Public image can make or break a business and thus businesses must be interested in promoting a positive image of themselves and their products or services. I believe that public image is exactly why during the holidays the beer companies become concerned with people exercising “self-control.” They run television commercials that warn us to use alcohol with caution. “If you drink, don’t drive. Don’t ride with someone who has had too much to drink.” “Friends don’t let friends drive drunk.”

I believe such commercials give good advice—as far as they go. Please forgive my sarcasm, however, if I observe that these companies who are so concerned with people acting responsibly are the same ones who sell a product, which, by its very nature lends itself to a “lack of self-control.” That is like giving a red-hot poker to a child and telling him not to bum himself. Why give it to him in the first place? Makes no sense to me.

I agree that it is important to know when to stop drinking. The safest time is before you begin! The American Medical Association has said. “There is no minimum BAC (blood alcohol concentration) which can be set at which there will be absolutely no effect.” Ethyl alcohol is an intoxicant: it is a poison and even in small quantities affects one’s moral judgment and physical reaction time.

The commercials do not advise people to refrain from alcohol. That would be the sure way to avoid the suffering that alcohol causes. However, the commercials are funded by companies who make money selling alcohol—and the more people drink, the more money these companies make. For beer companies to lead the fight for self-control is like putting the fox in charge of guarding the hen house.

The commercials suggest that one should not drive while drunk. The impression left is that I can get totally drunk, but as long as I do not drive a car, society tells me that I am a “wise drinker.” Makes no sense to me. What about all the suffering caused by those drinkers who do not drive? Alcohol lowers inhibitions, meaning that drinkers will often do things that they normally would not. That includes sexual immorality and domestic abuse. Instead of humorous commercials, perhaps the beer companies should show pictures of people and families destroyed by “the brewer’s art.” Those commercials would not sell much beer, but at least they would give a clearer picture of’ the fruits of alcohol.

Satan has always specialized in lies (John 8:44). The idea that one can drink and be acceptable to God as long as he/she doesn’t get totally drunk is a LIE.

Do people really drink most alcoholic beverages for taste? Or do many people drink for the “buzz,” that feeling of gaiety that permits them to disregard responsibility or problems. Must we be “anesthetized” against the reality of life by the use of alcohol or other drugs in order to enjoy ourselves?

Lesson 11: Drugs

Say No to Drugs

by John Gibson

I was about ten years old when the dangers of drug abuse became very real to me. A young man of about 15 "dropped some acid" that had been mixed with strychnine and lost his life. It would have been tragic under any circumstances, but I knew this boy. He and my brother had played on the same baseball team. This young man was not alone the day he took this lethal overdose. A friend of his also took some LSD and almost died. Probably the only reason he survived was that he took a smaller hit of LSD and therefore ingested less of the poison. These were not inner city kids from broken homes—this was the small town of Atmore, Alabama. The survivor’s parents were both Christians. The point is this: Drug abuse can often hit close to home. It can happen to someone you know, someone you love. It can even happen to you. We know there are medical reasons to avoid drugs, but let’s consider some scriptural reasons.

Many Drugs Are Illegal

The use of marijuana, heroin, cocaine, LSD, etc. is a criminal offense. You risk going to jail if you use any of these substances. Just being arrested is embarrassing enough, but if you’re convicted, you’ll have a criminal record for the rest of your life, making it very difficult when you apply for a job, a loan, etc. But even if you’re able to avoid arrest, you’ll still be sinning against God, for God has commanded us to be subject to the governing authorities (Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13). 

Drugs Destroy Sobriety

To avoid evil and the wiles of the devil, we are exhorted to "walk circumspectly” (carefully), to "be sober…vigilant" (See Ephesians 5:15, 16; 1 Peter 5:8, 9). Drugs will keep us from walking this way, because they alter our thinking, cloud our judgment, and may cause us to do things we would not otherwise do. Sometimes the lack of sobriety created by drug use will lead to reckless, dangerous behavior and at other times it may lead one to commit sins they would not otherwise practice. Like alcohol (a legal drug), drug abuse has been a contributing factor in many acts of sexual immorality (Hebrews 13:4).

Drugs Are Harmful to the Body

That people are harmed physically by drugs is a well established fact. Now, how does God feel about something that harms our body. The pro-abortion crowd has popularized the cry, "it's my body," but it's really not "my body." We have been bought at a great price and should therefore use our bodies in ways that will glorify our Redeemer (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). And while acknowledging that heroin is more dangerous than marijuana, the evidence continues to mount that marijuana is not a safe drug. (Even if it were safe, it would still be illegal, destroy sobriety and fall under the condemnation of the points to follow). Do not risk your health on any drug, including marijuana, which may be "less dangerous," but is still far from being safe.

Drugs Can Lead to the Suffering of Others

One who is interested in pleasing God should do nothing that would cause his neighbor harm (Romans 13:10). Using drugs can bring harm to our neighbor. Traffic fatalities and domestic violence are often linked to the influence of illegal drugs. Little children are neglected when grocery money is used instead to score another hit (1 Timothy 5:8). Addicts will steal and even kill when the cravings become strong enough (Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 4:28).

Drugs Destroy Our Influence for Good

Can someone who uses drugs still be the light of the world? (Matthew 5:13-16). If we use drugs, we lose our influence in leading others to salvation, and on top of that, we may lead them into the use of sinful drugs. According to Jesus, it is a serious matter to cause another to sin (Matthew 18:6-9).

JUST SAY NO!!

A Letter From Death Row

(The Peril of Peer Pressure)

“Do not be deceived: bad companions corrupt good morals.”--1 Corinthians 15:33 

Dear Friend,

Hi. My name is David Duren. I’d like to share something of great importance with you, in the hopes that my regrettable story will aid you in making some of the most important decisions in your life.

First, let me tell you a little about myself. I’m a young, white male with an above average I. Q. of 132. 1 came from a middle class family. As of 1988, 1 am currently on Alabama’s death row awaiting execution.

WHERE DO I GO WRONG?
How did this happen? That’s an important question I’ve asked myself over and over again during the past few years. While waiting on death row, I have been able to accurately piece together the answer by reviewing my life.

Why is the answer so important? If you will listen carefully with an open mind and heart to what I’m about to share, you can use my mistakes to check your life, and the lives of those you associate with, to help you correct and/or avoid making those same mistakes before they get too far out of hand. If your life is heading in the wrong direction, it can be corrected before it’s too late.

THE PERIL OF PEER PRESSURE
My real problem in growing up was peer pressure. I was a skinny little weakling, a “straight” kid, living in an apartment complex where nearly all of the kids lived with single parents, who had to work and leave their kids unattended. So, for company and fun, we all “hung out” together. I was not accepted, at first, by the other kids, because I didn’t do the things they did. I didn’t curse, smoke, drink, or smoke pot (marijuana). But I knew if I wanted to fit in, if I wanted any “real friends” (Ha!), I had to do all of those things.

So, at age 12, 1 inhaled my first cigarette, drank my first beer, smoked my first joint of pot, and began to curse regularly. My peers said: “Aw, a little pot never hurt anybody!” and “Pot’s not addictive—it doesn’t make you crazy!” I found out later that the medical experts say differently.

Guess what? It doesn’t stop there! I’ve discovered by succumbing to peer pressure, I surrounded myself with so-called friends who drank, smoked, cursed, and did drugs. When you smoke pot, you’ve got to get it from someone who sells it. Frankly, I never met anybody who sold pot only. So, by smoking pot, you introduce yourself to the whole drug world. Your also run the same risks by drinking alcohol.

Suddenly, you need something to enhance your drink. So, you smoke a joint—that’s what I did.

Then, you go buy your joint from your “ connection, “ and he or she says, “ Oh man, I don’t have any pot right now, but I’ve got some bad Quaaludes, or some crack, or a few Valium, Placidills, or even acid (L.S.D.).”

THE DEAD END ROAD
So, since you need a “high,” you end up buying whatever is for sale. I should know, because that’s the way it happened to me. Before you know it, you’re not just smoking pot anymore—you’re crushing Quaaludes and mixing that with your pot.

So, now you’re all strung out and need a pick-me-up. Your friendly drug dealer says, “Hey! I’ve got some bad speed, man!” Or, “Hey! This cocaine will really put you in the clouds!”

Now, you’re flirting with death! What happens when you need a “fix” but can’t pay for it? I think we all know the answer to that one. If you think you can do without it until you can pay for it, you’re only kidding yourself I was so bad off, I was doing heroin two or three times a week—and I didn’t even really like the “high”!

My favorite drug? Acid (L.S.D). I was doing it (even when I was in the Army) on the average of four or five times a week. I was doing it the night I murdered a 16 year old girl (the reason I’m here now).

Why?? All because I succumbed to peer pressure! That’s where it all started. It’s been said, “Your friends can make you or break you.” Only later down the road did it lead to addiction.

LISTEN TO ME!
I’m not writing this just to have something to do! I could be doing something else more pleasant. Do you think it’s “fun” for me to sit here and tell you that I murdered a 16 year old girl because I was so strung out on drugs and booze that I didn’t know how to act like a responsible citizen? Do you think that’s fun for me? No, it’s humiliating, embarrassing, and generally downright painful to have to relate to someone.

PLEASE, LEARN FROM MY MISTAKE!
So, I’m not doing this for me—I’m doing this for you, because I care! I don’t want to see others ruin their lives and the lives of innocent people as I have. I’ve traveled that road you or someone you know may be on right now. That road is dark. That road is a dead end street. I have reached its end. Its end is ugly. Its end is pain. Its end is lonely. Its end is death.

Have you or anyone you know ever witnessed a prison execution of death in the electric chair. If perhaps you could find someone who has witnessed an execution by electrocution, ask him to describe the sight of a man strapped into the electric chair when 1,600+ volts of electricity pass through his body—the straining and creaking of the leather restraining straps. Ask him to describe the sight and smell of that man’s burning flesh as the electrode gets so hot it sears like a branding iron branding cattle. Ask him to describe the sight of the horrifying mask that once was that man’s face. It now looks like a macabre Halloween mask—eyes bulging, face grimacing, mouth opened in a silent scream (not because he wouldn’t scream, but because the pain is so intense that he couldn’t scream).

Maybe you realize the perils of peer pressure and are not into the drug scene. Good! You’re on the right track.

Maybe you know someone you care about who is now walking that dead end street. If so, share this tract with them.

Maybe you’re hanging out with the wrong crowd that is influencing you to go places and do things you know you ought not do. I have cost an innocent girl her life, and I have ruined, I’m sorry to say, countless other lives by doing so. Please, learn from my mistake! I sincerely hope that what I have shared with you today is responsible someday for saving lives.

I am in the most awfully realistic, life-threatening situation, and my only hope is the salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ. While on death row, I ask for your prayers. Praise God, I have since been baptized into Christ for the remission of my sins (Galatians 3:26-27), based on my faith in Him (Mark 16:16), repentance of my past sins (Acts 2:38) and confession that He is the Son of God (Matthew 16:16-17; Romans 10:9-10). May the love and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you.

In Christian love,

David Duren

Lesson 12: Foul Language 

1. What statement is made about the power of the tongue in Proverbs 18:21? Read James 3:1-12 for further evidence of the power of the tongue.

2. What request is made of God in Psalms 19:14?

3. What request is made of God in Psalms 141:3?

4. Does God hear every word we speak (Psalms 139:3-4)? 

5. Will we be judged for the words we speak (Matthew 12:34-37)?

6. What should not proceed out of our mouth (Ephesians 4:29)?

7. What kind of speaking must be put away (Ephesians 4:31)?

8. Using Ephesians 5:4, name some types of speech that are not fitting for saints.

9. What kind of language is condemned in Colossians 3:8?

10. Whose religion is useless, according to James 1:26?

11. According to Titus 2:6-8, why should a young man use “sound speech”?

12. Give a definition of “evil speaking.” See James 4:11-12; Titus 3:2; 1 Peter 2:1-2.

13. What does James 3:9-12 have to say about the “inconsistency” of the tongue?

14. What did Peter’s speech reveal about him (Mark 14:70). What should our speech reveal about us?

15. What about foul language that uses the name of God? Why is that such a bad thing?

Profanity: A Biblical Assessment

By Wayne Jackson

A sincere Christian recently noted that the Bible in general, and the book of James in particular (cf. Jas. 3:1ff), warns about the improper use of the tongue. Yet he laments the fact that profanity and vulgarity are perhaps more widespread now than at any time in history—at least in America. 

He wonders how it is that one identifies “profanity.” The Bible only warns against the evil use of language in a general way, but it doesn’t specify which words are to be avoided. Is it a cultural question? 

This is an excellent item for study. It is true that this issue is not addressed in a solitary, compact biblical context. There are, though, helpful principles in Scripture that assist in clarifying this bewilderment. Think about these points for a moment. 

1. The Bible could not possibly provide a list of “forbidden” words, since words come and go. Some words become obsolete, and fade from the human vocabulary with the passing of time. Too, new words are ever being born. A “word list” could never be totally relevant, even if it were possible to construct such. The biblical documents deal with different abuses of language, in a general way, but there is no catalog of prohibited words 

2. No mere assemblage of letters creates an intrinsically evil word. “God” and “dog” have the identical letters, yet the meanings attached to the respective arrangements are worlds apart. Words become “bad” by virtue of their connotation, motive, etc., and such circumstances can change from time-to-time, or from place-to-place. 

Some years ago I was lecturing in Africa in an environment heavily influenced by the British culture. I referred to a certain military encounter as a “bloody battle.” Later, I was informed that the expression “bloody”—which to me was a perfectly legitimate descriptive—was “profane” to my English-oriented audience. The cultural connotation attached to the adjective made the difference. 

3. Words convey ideas; they are vehicles of communication. It is, therefore, the idea associated with an expression that can create an evil word pattern. Here are passages that address the matter in principle. 

The Scriptures speak of “filthy” talking (Eph. 5:4). According to Greek authorities (see Baur, Danker, Arndt, Gingrich, Greek-English Lexicon, Chicago: University of Chicago, 2000, p. 29), the term “filthy” (aischrotes) entails “behavior that flouts social and moral standards, shamefulness, obscenity” while “shameful speech” (aischrologia—Col. 3:8) denotes “speech of a kind that is generally considered in poor taste, obscene speech, dirty talk.”

“Lascivious” speech (cf. 2 Pet. 2:18) is that designed to conjure up illicit sexual images and ideas. “Corrupt” (morally unwholesome, harmful) communication (Eph. 4:29) is likewise condemned. “Foolish (literally moronic) talking” is speech that reveals a stupid mind, while “jesting” suggests off-color humor (cf. Eph. 5:4). 

What is rather disconcerting is the fact that some professed “Christians” vigorously defend the use of filthy language in books and movies under the guise of artistic license; they contend that opposition to such is “anti-intellectual” (see Franky Schaeffer, Sham Pearls for Real Swine, Brentwood, TN: Wolgemuth & Hyatt, 1990, Chaper 9, “Freedom Versus Censorship”). Such rationalization carries no weight with the genuinely spiritual person. 

4. Words become profane when sacred meanings are treated in a common and trivial fashion. One of the commands of the Decalog was: “You shall not take the name of Jehovah your God in vain” (Ex. 20:7). This probably refers to an appeal to the Lord’s name within the context of a false oath (cf. Lev. 19:12). To lie under oath (“so help you God”), or to whimsically accentuate your affirmations with a “by God” is, in principle, a form of profanity. 

Under the law of Moses, the “name” of God was not to be profaned (Lev. 18:21). The context has to do with the use of Jehovah’s name in the environment of pagan worship. The principle involves taking the sacred name of the Lord and vulgarly transporting it into the domain of the secular. This concept finds a manifestation in various ways in America’s crude modes of expression, such as, “O my God!”—as an ejaculation of surprise. “Lordy mercy!” “Jesus Christ!” and such like are equally inappropriate. 

The Greek word bebeloo is twice rendered “profane” in the New Testament (see Mt. 12:5; Acts 24:6). It is defined as “to cause something highly revered to become identified with the commonplace, violate sanctity, desecrate, profane” (Danker, 173). Surely it is not difficult to conclude that this category of irreverence is perpetuated in many common expressions today. And it hardly minimizes the transgression to euphonize the use of sacred names by disguising the format—as in, “Good gosh!,” “Golly!” and the like. An unabridged dictionary will reveal the derivation of these terms to those who have sufficient interest in their vocabulary. 

5. In biblical parlance, to “curse” (katara) is to utter a “malediction” or an imprecation upon someone. The term may be used legitimately of a pronouncement of divine judgment (cf. Gal. 3:10,13; Heb. 6:8), but when employed whimsically by humans, it denotes a malevolent “curse” uttered against another as expression of personal wrath (cf. Jas. 3:10; 2 Pet. 2:14). It finds a modern vent in such phrases as, “You go to hell!” or “Damn you!” 

It is important to note at this point that neither of these terms, “hell” or “damn,” is inherently evil. There is a proper context in which they are permissible. Jesus spoke of that sort of person who is “a child of hell” (Mt. 23:15), and the Great Commission warns that those who believe not “shall be damned” (Mk. 16:16, KJV). It is the manner in which such terms are employed, i.e., hatefully, vindictively, in a pejorative fashion, that makes the use of them wrong. See similarly the use of “fool” (Mt. 5:22), yet compare that with a legitimate employment of the word (Psa. 14:1; 1 Cor. 15:36; Gal. 3:1).

As a side note, we might mention that many misunderstand the meaning of the New Testament text that records that Peter “cursed and swore” in connection with his denial of Christ (Mk. 14:71). This does not mean that the apostle broke forth in vile, vulgar language, such as we commonly hear today. Rather, the meaning of the passage is this: In his fear, Peter denied the Lord, re-enforcing his denial with a calling down of “curses upon himself,” if his testimony were not true (Danker, 63). 

What he did was terribly wrong—the panicky act of a terrified man. But his language was not the coarse, gutter-variety that one generally associates with the word “curse.” 

The Christian must strive to keep his speech pure, such as facilitates edifying (Col. 4:6). One must try to refrain from the vulgar, the irreverent, and the reviling abuse of language that is unbecoming to the spiritual person.

The Bible does not lay down a prohibited vocabulary list, but it certainly contains guidelines that will assist the devout person in using speech that is well pleasing to the Lord and to others.

The Plague of Profanity

by Wayne Jackson

Are you as sick of hearing it as I am? We are exposed to it at the super market, over the back fence, and at ball games. It fills our novels, movies, and is profuse on television. What is this mysterious influence? Profanity! 

We hear it—not just from sailors (“cuss like a sailor”), or from the French (“pardon my ‘French’”)—but from all strata of society. It used to be the case that a gentleman would never use profanity in the presence of a woman—and deep down he knew he shouldn’t use it anywhere. Now, women can swear with the “best (or worst) of ‘em.” Small children, who have not learned to discuss much of anything yet—on an intellectual basis—can spew forth a “blue” streak. It almost seems as if some of their first words are of the “four-letter” variety. 

It was a matter of recent news interest when a young genius—ten-year-old Greg Smith who has just entered college—talked about his TV-viewing habits in an interview on CBS’s 60 Minutes. “I have a rule,” he said, “that after three bad words, after three curse words, it turns off.” Many probably assessed him as some sort of little “religious nut.” 

Following that rule will jettison a lot of TV. A recent study by the Parents Television Council found the use of profanity during the so-called “family hour” (8:00 to 9:00 Eastern time) is up 58 per cent from two years ago. And the nature of the language (e.g., sexual explicitness) is getting qualitatively worse. 

The Bible is not silent on the proper use of human language. Paul wrote: 

“Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may give grace to them that hear” (Eph. 4:29). 

The term rendered “corrupt” is the Greek sapros, akin to sepo (“to rot”). It denotes that which provides no good service. Our words in the presence of others ought to be such as build men up, rather than debasing them (cf. Job 4:4). 

Again, the inspired apostle wrote: “...but now do ye also put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful [“filthy” KJV] speaking out of your mouth... (Col. 3:8). The term signifies that which is base, characterized by shame. As a result of their studies of the Greek papyri, Moulton & Milligan suggested that the word generally denotes “foul or filthy” language (Vocabulary of the Greek New Testament, London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1963, p. 14). 

In connection with Colossians 3:8, the noted Scottish scholar, William Barclay wrote: 

“There can never have been a time in history when so much filthy language is used as it is today. And the tragedy is that today there are many people who have become so habituated to unclean talk that they are unaware that they are using it” (“Colossians,” The Daily Bible Study, Philadephia: Westminster, 1957, p. 184). 

Take note of the fact that these comments were written forty-two years ago. If such was the case then, what is it now? 

Profanity is such an invasive influence; it’s a mind-maggot. It gnaws its way into the recesses of one’s thinking, and, if harbored, will make its presence spontaneously felt at the slightest provocation. This is what happens when we allow ourselves to be unnecessarily and regularly exposed to its vileness. We may soon begin to “cuss” mentally even if we don’t verbalize profanity outright. 

“But we can’t cut ourselves off from the whole of society,” someone complains. That is right, of course. But we can attempt to minimize our exposure. 

Our family recently purchased a device called TV Guardian—or TVG for short. This device attaches to our television set and VCR. With a pre-programmed “vocabulary,” it filters more than 90% of the profanity in most TV movies, videos, etc. It costs about $120—and has been worth every penny of that amount! How refreshing it is to be able to relax occasionally, watch a program or movie, without being inundated with verbal trash. I highly recommend this “garbage filter.”

Lesson 13: Resisting Authority

1. The centurion who asked Jesus to heal his servant—what did he say about the responsibility of those under his authority? (Luke 7:8).

2. From Romans 13:1-7, 1 Peter 2:13-17, and Titus 3:1-2, answer the following questions:

a. What obligation do we have toward governing authorities?

b. Who appoints these authorities?

c. What purpose (s) do these authorities serve?

d. Give two reasons why we should be subject to authorities.

e. What can we accomplish by submitting to authorities? (1 Peter 2:15). Explain.

f. To whom should we show honor?

3. What else should we do for those in authority? (1 Timothy 2:1-4).

4. What obligations do children have to their parents? (Proverbs 1:8; Ephesians 6:1-2; Colossians 3:20).

5. For a man to qualify as an elder, what must be true of his children? (1 Timothy 3:4; Titus 1:6).

6. What attitude toward authority is commonly found in false teachers? (Jude 1:8; read also 2 Peter 2:10).

7. How should young people treat their elders? (1 Peter 5:5).

8. Who has ultimate and complete authority over the church? (Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 5:23-24; Matthew 28:18-20)?

9. Considering the principles above, what should one’s attitude be toward schoolteachers, coaches—really anyone who has been put in a position of authority?

“He who walks with wise men will be wise…”


(Prov. 13:20)
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